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; Madame DE STAHL. 
by Aa Two PARTS. l 


CONTAINING, 
A particular Account of the Pror, for which the | 
| $peniſb Embaſſador, great Numbers of the French No- 
bility, and Madame De Stahl, were committed Pri- 
ſoners to the 2 and to ſeveral other Priſons and 
Caſtles in that Kin ow. Her Conduct under Con- 
finement ; and the Integrity ſhe preſerv'd, notwith- 
ſtanding the Artifiges that were made uſe of to induce 
her to a Diſcove With the Intrigues of ſeveral 
Perſons of High Bank, from ſome of which ſhe had 
, a narrow Eſcape : And a Relation of ſome State 
| Tranſactions, which throw new Lights on the French 
Hiftory. Likewiſe ſome Account of the Conventual 
Life, this Lady having been brought up from her 
' Infancy in a Nunnery in Normandy. 
THE WHOLE BEING 
A Series of very extraordinary and T0, EN Events 3 
And is interſpers'd 
With Characters and Anecdotes of ſeveral of the French 
| Nobility, and of Perſons either belov'd or deteſted for 


"their Virtues or Vices. 

Written by HERSELF, in Her laſt Ilineſs. 
"Tranſlated from the FRENCH. con 
| To which are added 
=. Hiſtorical and Biographical Notes, by the Tranſlator. 
| Le Vrai ſeul doit plaire; le Vrai ſeul eft aimable. _8ow. 5 | 
LONDON: Y 
Printed and fold by JF. Reeve, in Fees - trek. 1 
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made of this PIECE in all 
the FOREIGN REVIEWS, / in- 
duced” me to hook into it; and, to 
uſe the Style of my Saperiars, 'the 


Cenſors of Books, © After a care- 


1; ful. Peruſal I have found nothing 


« In it contrary to. good Manners, 


or which ſhould hinder a Tranſla- 


« tion of it,” I am even ſo ſan- 
guine as to think, it bids as fair 


to anſwer the worthy Bookſeller's 
Purpoſe 
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wioar, befiges ile Recommendation 
of Truth, being ſach, that the Polite 
the 'Pplthian, he Lover and 
the Scholar, and even the Pbiloſo- 
Por and the Chriftion, * meet 
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- Madame D E 8 T AHL, 1 
8 8 it is not in my Power to inereaſe W. Re- | 


-- venues of Foundations for the Health and Re- 
+ I" lick of the Body, or of the Retreats of Devo-. 
tion; that I might not depart without ſome Token 
of my Regard for Society, I have drawn up. theſe 
Memoirs, wiſhing that, according to the natural 


Tendency of them, they may 777 7 the Foes”; | 


lity and moral Improvement of my Readers. 

My Fate has been the, reverſe of What is ſeen 3 in 
Romances; where the Heroine, from a Cottage riſes 
to a Throne. In my Childhood, I was treated like a 


' Perſon of Dikinction; z but afterwards I came to know, 


all my Meanneſs, and that there was nothing in the 
World I could call mine. My Mind failing at firſt 
to take the Turn natural to Calamity, has ever been, 
ſtrogeli againſt the Subjection which afterwards 
became my Lot; and hence F the Wretched- 

neſs of my 7 
My Father, on ſome 1 induſtriouſly con- 
cealed from me, was obli . to remove into 2 
an 


14 MEMOTIRKS of 
land ; my Mother, then JoUh and beautiful, re- 
2 oy. wer, u * 1 


managen 2 
Scruples in her about being apart from her | 
ſhe went after him; but the Climate diſagreeing 
with her, ſhe returned to Paris, where ſoon after 1 
firſt ſaw the Light. The want, of a Suhſiſtence re- 

duced her to loak out for a Retreat, which ſhe ob+ 

tained in the Abbey of St. Sauveur. Madame 
De la Rochefoucault, the Abbeſs, by the Intereſt of 
ſome Friends, generouſly admitted her without any 
Expence ; and, when I was to be taken from Nurſe, 
even allowed my Mother to bring me into the Con- 
vent. | 

A LITTLE before, Lewis XIV. had aſſumed to 
himſelf the Nomination to all the Urbaniſt * Ab- 
beys ; but th bees vPpoted by the Pope, moſt of 
the Nuns who had been nominated to theſe \Abbeys, 
and had gone to take Poſſeſſion, inſtead of returning. 
to their Houſe, choſe rather to betake themſelyes to 
_ Convents, and there wait the Iſſue of the Con- 


- 


Tax two Meſdames De Grieu, who were amo 
the Candidates, had retired to St. Sauveur, and too 
a particular Likng to my Mother; that, when ſhe 
returned with me, I became their Idol. Being in a 
ſtrange Houfe, where they had no Employments, 
they fell into that Laſſitude which faſtens on the firſt 
Object of Amuſement ;. and they loved me with that 
| Vehemence, which Leiſure and Solitude communi- 
eee OR 
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* Nuns of the Order of St. Clara; fo called toon 
00 Urban, who drew up Rulcs and a Diſcipline for | 
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i Tacven only in my third Year, ſome Things 
came; from me, which, on Account of wy Os 
: 


were cried up as Witticiſms; and the Fayour of 


Abbeſs I gained by an Incident, perhaps beneath re- 
lating. She was Sifter'to the witty Duke De Roche- 
oucautr, and had -herſelf a great Share of that Ta- 
ent; but Wit is no Prefervative againſt Whims, or 
rather expoſes them the more. Her Apartment was 


the Infirmary of ailing Dogs. Here lay the Lame 
and the Incureable. Some rolled about in a Fit of 


the Falling-Sickneſs, and others were all over mangey. 
None of any Beauty were admitted as Patients, the 
Lady well knowing that. there would be Doors 
enough open for their Relief. Meſdames De Greets 
quently took me with them, in their Viſits tother 3 
avid one Day, juſt as they were fitting down to Sup- 
Per, I happened to tread on the Foot of one of the 
poor Creatures,” that it ſet up a terrible Telling. The 
-Abbeſs reddened with Anger, that a kind Perſon, 


nent to whom I was placed, whiſpered to me, to ask 


Pardon, Not comprehending that ſhe was the Part 
offended; I got down from my Chair, and went an 


| &necled before: the Dog which I had hurt, and, it 


feerns, made my Excuſe very movingly. This jo 
Ee; and placed me ih her Favour. The Ma 

chioneſs De Silleri, her Siſter, and Meſdames De 
[Saint Poin and De Bois Frurier, her Nieces, uſed to 
divert themſelves, in chatting with me, Iudeed my Un- 


derſtand ing was clearer than is uſual at ſueh an Age. 


This may be ſaid without any Vanity ; as Children, 
from being accounted Prodigies of Wit, are known 


to degenerats into a monſtrous Stupidity, - 


| | * HY 
Tuns E happy Qualities were cult by all the 
Iaſtructions my Age * of, My Company 
* pack. ? ' | 2 : þ 


were 
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were grown-up-Perſons, and this helps to give 4 ra- 
tional Turn 5 the Mind. They alſo knew enough 
to anſwer all I could ask. The Satisfaction of one 
.Curiofity ſtarted another; that I was perpetually ask- 


ang e and always had my Anſwer. Inſtead 
0 


of being lulled aſleep with Tales, my Head was fur- 
ni ſhed with the Elements of Sacred and Prophane Hiſ- 
tory ; and ſo well arranged, that I, at Times, quoted 
them very pertinently. Such Aptitude inereaſed the 
Fondneſs of theſe Ladies who interfered in my Edu- 
cation, that they prevailed on my Mother entirely to 
give me up to them. eee 115 j 
Tax Dutcheſs of Ventadour having made my Mo- 
ther an Offer of being Governeſs to her only Davgh- 
ter, ſhe accepted of it, and the Conditions were both 
honourable and advantageous. But this Kind of Life, 
and eſpecially the Inclinations of her Pupil, being in- 
Place without ſtaying for Mademoiſelle De Yenta- 
dour's Marriage, which was ſoon after concluded with 
the Prince 15 Turrenne. 8 „ e be 
ArrERA a Year's Abſence my Pn re- 
turned to the Convent, where the Ladies had left 
me with would not deliver me up to her. They 
looked upon me as their Child, and my Education 
was their chief Employment. ' T4 
_ Taz1n ſtrong Affection begat in them a Deſire of 
a Station which would enable them to do me more 
Good, that they made Intereſt for an Abbey. It was 
talked of a long Time before. it ſucceeded, and I 
foretold that it would not be till I had reached my 
eighih Lear. Fools and Children are known ſome· 
times to propheſy, by ſpeak ing at Random. Nothing 
occaſions a greater Stir in a Convent, than the Promo- 
* E tion 


* 
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Madame DE ST-AHL 17 
tion of e Nun-t9 an Ahbeſs. Every Step towards this 
Object is careſully watched; and a Meſdames De 
Griau were ſiiſpeRed to look that Way, I was queſ- 
tioned/as one wWwha, 10 be ſure, was the Depoſitary. « 
their Secrets, My Anſwers were all frivolous. I 

= vUlkedbof — Doll and Baby-Houſe, till it was con- 
dluded that I was ſtill too much a Child to be intruſt+ 
: ed with any Thing; and thus I kept the Secret, with; 
out any Breach of Truth. Lying was what I. had 
nat learned; for, as to on any Fault always inſured 
my Pardon, I was never put to contrive Evaſions. It 
is by Strictueſs and Severity that moſt Children are 
made deceitful. and Lyars. Unt "1 

In eldeſt Siſter was at laſt appointed for the 

Priory of St. Leauis at Rauen. She ſoon fat out, in 

Company with her Siſter; and my Mother, having 

enough to do with herſelf, readily conſented. to her 

taking me with her. The Ladies ſtopped at a prett 
gem of their Brother's on the Road. I was over joy 

to ſee new Objects; and ſtill more, when we arrived 

at St. Lewis. Soon after my Mother, in one of 

her affectionate Letters, informed me of my Father's | 

Death. I had never ſeen him, nor do IL know whe- 4 

| ther it ever came into my Head that I had a Father | 
yet I beſtowed fome Tears on him, though why 

camot-tell. R oe" + 4 #1 

Tax Convent of St. Leꝛvis was now a little State, 

where I reigned” ſupreme. The chief Care of the 

Abbeſs and her Siſter was to pleaſe my Humour, 

and prevent my Deſires. I had a Room in her 

Apartment, than which nothing could be more con- 

venient 1 No leſs than four Siſters attend- 
ed me, and t Kogan, my giddy Fancy kept 


them 
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them all ſufficiently employed. When checked in 
nothing, we deſite a great den. 


Tus Abbeſs's Nieces, whom out of Regard to her 


amily ſhe had taken under her Care, were, — 
uch againſt their Wills, my Playfellows; and th 
whole” Houſe found themſel ves obliged to pay their 
Court to me, As all about me courted my Favour, 
Þ little dreamed of any Regard being due to them 3 
accordingly I ſhewed them none, not even to the 
Eadies, whofe blind Fondneſs had erected this little 
Empire for mm. e 
Am Annuity which they had from their Family, 
went for Maſters, and furniſhing me with Neceſſaries 
and it was but asking, and I had. They wanted 
every Thing, that I might have more than enough. 
Indeed love them I did, but it was without knowing 
my gteat Obligations. Of all that was done for me 
I made fo little Account, that it ſeemed to me as if 
no more than natural. It is only by our on Induſtry 
and Labour in the Acquiſition, that e come to know 
the true Value of Things: In fine, mean as 1 was, I 
contracted all the — of the Great; and this has 
fince taught me to bear with, and extenuate ſuch 
Failings in them, and has ſhewn me how-prone we 
are to conceit that every Thing is made for us. 
By this extreme Indulgence to all my Faults, they 
muſt neceſſarily have grown to ſettled Vices, had not 
the Devotion, which in my earlieſt Years I cloſely ad · 
her'd to, reſtrained my infant Paſſions, before they 
had gained any Force. Religion was the chief Ob- 
ject which filled my Soul. had alſo an uncommon 
Knowledge of ir; and this, with the Forwardneſs of 
my Genius, procured me the Participation, of its moſt 
Tacred Myſteries, before I was quite eight Years off 
| | Ape... 
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Age. Such a diſtinguiſhing Privilege encreaſed my 


Fervour. I loved Reading; and, as the Convent 
Library conſiſted only of devotional Books, I every 


Day employed ſome Hours in them, and the reſt of 


my ſpare Time was given to Prayer and Meditation. 
But this, it was 8 would 45 my Health, and 
ures were taken to cure my Zeal; but having 


hitherto. been a Stranger to the leaſt Controul, they 


rather added Fewel to the Fire. I uſed to hide my- 


ſelf for ſpending, in pious Exerciſes, the Hours which 

J was thought to be killing in Diverfions ; and with 

them intermixed ſome eaſy Studies. 1 
and, f 


: SEVERAL; Tears paſſed in this Manner 3 
was my Aſſiduity, that I grudged every Moment 


otherwiſe employed, and even had my fine long 
T'rrefſes out, that my Head might be the ſooner 


dreſſed ; whereas, it was then the Faſhion to be very 
curious about the Hair. A Woman has her Charms 
more at Heart than her Paſſions, and mine for Reading 
did not render me inſenſible of the dear Sacrifice I had 


made. This firſt taught me Repentance, and now 


my Ardour for being a Nun abated, I began to ſee 
into the Conſequences of an indiſſoluble Engagement, 
where all Repentance would be not only vain, but 
poſſibly productive of Evils not to be titught of 


without Horror; that, from that Time, to the Age 
of taking the Veil, it ſcarce ever came into my. 


Thoughts. M me T1 7 
. In: the Convent were feveral Boarders, conſiderably 
my Elders; and ſome of: theſe I admitted to a; Fami- 
Larity with me, by Way of a little Amuſement after 
my. ſeriqus Oecupations. They lent me Romances, 


which made ſuch ſtrong Impreſſions on my Mind, 
that I have not felt thoſe Emotions under my _ 


— 


a 


allowed me, an Bye was had to my Attions;/ and, 
being above''concealing. any, my whole Behaviour 


ſeductiue Bocks, which I was very ſeriouſly told to 


2 MzZNMO IAS ww," 
real Adventures, a I did for thoſe of the fictitious 


— Amidſt all the Ereedord 


amongſt the reſt, my readiag theſe 


was — known; 


forbear. 1 obeyed ſo punctually, that — I had 


ſtopped in che Height of a moſt ſtriking Incident, 1 
would not proceed to the 'unravelling of it, and wich- | 


ſtood many Sollicnations to go through with it prit 
vately, Few Things ever 'colt me more Struggle. 
However, I became ſtruck with the Ideas of the 
> an&the-Sentiments,...whence: they arife; in- 
themſelves into my Mind, en without 


uny determinate Object. 


Ma PEMOISELLE Do Guy, whom i * Infancy 
bam tim at St. ——_— _ yl ery rotrny — 

e was a amiable Lady, of a 
well — — more by her Views than her 
Sent iments, and with a proper Candour and Firm- 
neſs. I attached tnyſelf to ber with all the Vivacity 
uſual to our firſt Impulſes. My whole Study was to 
pleaſe ber. 1 ed my Inclmations to her's; and, 
a ſhe delichted in Books, J read by her for whole 


| = Tilt then I had met with no Books, which 


raiſed or ſatisſied my, Curioſuy ; and how 
_ have 1 fince Cd t 

of thoſe Years, the moſt pr props for the Culture of the 
Mind, but wafted in what Girls are uſually taught, 
as Dancing, Singing, and playing on the Spinners 


| Things for which I Thad neither Likiog or Talent. 


My  Abbeſs and her Siſter had taken care I ſhould 


wont no Improvement ſuitable to à Child, but of 


7 further they had little Notion; and I 
was 


he Loſs of five or ſix 
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portunity of ſeeing Lecyis XIV. and Fat 
See French Writers, Vol. II. 
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| was totally at a Stand, when Mademoiſelle Dr Siuy 


pened me a new Field. She was then ſurperficially 


| © 
ſtudying * Deſtartes's Philoſophy. This was an En- 
= terprize 1 joined in with extreme Delight. After- 


wards I read with her Father f Malebranche s Enquiry 


into Truth, and was raviſhed with the exalted 
X Syſtem. To try whether I underſtood it, I uſed to 
exerciſe myſelf in foreſeeing the Conſequences of his 
Principles, and was generally right, and this made 
me to believe I underſtood it: As a novice! Head, 
void of any Opinion, may take in abſtract Ideas more 


readily than ſuch as are already ſtuffed with a Mul- 
titude of fluctuating Thoughts, which are apt to ſu- 
rinduce a Confuſion. Another Truth is, that the 
Paſſion for Knowledge is more acti ve before any other 
$1211 borer ig Rogen 0/4 001214) yer Dade 
ü nn 11 £14138} TH} 134 1 TH 3 '& Det 7 L 
He was born in 1596, and died 1650 in Sweden, 


Where Queen Cbriſtina was for burying him in the 
Royal Vault, and wich ſuitable Pomp; but the French 


= Embaſſadour obtained Leave to bury him in the Romiſb 
Manner. His Corpſe was afterwards removed to Paris, 
where his Obſequies were performed with uncommon 


Splendor. '' His Philoſophy, however, was near being 
condemned by the Parliament of Paris, and his gen 
Character among the Learned of his Time was, Doctiſſi- 


= mus Geometer, Philoſaphi's mediocris, T heologus nullus. dee 
a good ccount of him in a very entertaining Book, 
called, 


Lives of French Writers. 'Vol. II 


OL, U, p. 94. ' 
Born in 1638, died in 1715. The chler Subject of 
E his En uiry after Trut , Is, That all T, hings are ſeen #} 


God. He was a, moſt extraordinary Perſon, that 


A Eng liſb Officer, who had been taken Priſoner, proteſted 
he did not grudge his Misfortune, as it hh him an Op- 


Malebr ancho. 
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with all my Thinking, ſome 
' aroſe. in me. I trembled, leſt Ph 


corrupt 
Ideas might be too ſtrong a Food for a young Mind; 
and, as nothing is to come — with Piety, 
| I real ved to deſiſt, till I could 


comes to be ſelt, and the Attention cloſer at an Age 
cacueaily free ſrom Cares and Buſineſs. 

Wir this ſu Diſco very of Troth-1 was ſo 
taken, that any A vocation put me in a Fret, Diver- 
Bons, Company, every Thing, except Study and 
Canverſation, was, — to me. However, 


alarming — 
— 


Faith. I feared, that theſe — 


e my Studies 
without Danger: A Sacrifice - went almoſt 

n much againſt me, as cutting off my Locks. 
— Mannmon Bile De: Shy, whom — 
my Caution. No Thought preſented itſelf 


My Love was 


Eſteem and Friendſhip for me than her. 


Tals firſt Attachment, extreme as it was, dia 
not however ſecure me a flight Touch af a more 
Paſſion. A Brother of my Abbes brought 
a Gentleman, in Love with her Nice, to ſpend a 
This to me uns Novelty: From ſome | 
Words which 7 betwixt them before me, the 
quite indifferem, 1 law into their 


common 


few Days. 


about Swan as 


to my Mind which I did not ſubmit to her Deciſion. 
| to any elf Love g may, I thought 

1 loved her better — 1 am fore I took an 
Averſion ta ſome People, for ſeeming to ſhew more | 


poſitions. Wich this Diſcovery I was not à little 
De within myfelf; and, to follow it, 1 watched | 


their Proceedings with. 3 
rioſity. Remarks. L 9 to Mademoi- 
ſelle De &/4y 3: Who, being more- experienced than 
myſelf, immediately knew of what Nature the Con- 


cern 


a Attenti on beyond mere Cu- | 


EE r oe 
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e ere. 
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cern was Which 1 9 But this 


ihe hid from me, as a, Know ledge. often- dangerous 4 
= for. a er he its Nature deing unknown, may 
happen to be over- looked and evaporate of itſelf: 
111 —— 
; es iiſelf thereby in the t t it is 
with extreme Difficulty it can ever be effaced. 
* _HowBveR, the, Melancholy into which I. fell, 
"MH after this Company went away, gave me to vnderſtand 
9 that 1 had. not been inſenſible of the Chevalier De 
3 s 7 7 en though nothing extra- 
5 Teo His Perſon, every Thing he ſaid, even to 

| the, Tones he. d Wed an the Bene, were. ever 
running in my Mind. I acquainted Mademoiſelle 
De Silly with my Diſorder; and now ſhe owned, 
tbat ſhe had perceived it before me: Ad viſed we 
„not to be uneaſy, nor examine, myſelf too curiouſly, 

/ the Evil often encreaſing by the Mind's dwelling on 

© Her Advice, with the frightful/Ideaof an in- 
digelbie Union, broke the Charm, and the next 


e Moraing 1.waked.perſeBly free and ehearſul; and if 


ever 1 thought of my Flame, it was only to lan at 

it with N rang o whom L'owed . 

| Iverance. 

5 BxroRx this Ain a, dle by ane 
juridical. Authority, came ſeveral Days ſucceſſi vely 
to my Convent. Happening to fall into Talk with 

me, he was ſurpriaed to find in a Girl of only betwixt 

Thirteen and Fourteen, a Fund of ſuch Knowledge 

as might become eyena Man of a much more-advanced 

Age. Monfleur Brunel, for that was his Name 


deſirous of a further Acquaintance with we, asked 


Mademoiſell 
was. ane — that he might be — 


e De Silly, to whom his Converſation 


0 4 1 * TOY 
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to viſit her. She- readily conſented ;/ and, as we 
were inſ he at the ſame Time ſaw me. It 


ws not Jong before he made himſelf our conſtant 
Viftor every Afternoon, playing the ' Gallant 5 


equally with Mademoiſelle De Silly and myſelf. 


could however percei ve, that the Scale turned on my | 


Side. $2.4 ; 


Wiru theſe Meetings, I Was infinitely delighted; 
for Monſieur Brunel, beſides an exquiſite Diſcern- | 
ment, was verſed in the moſt valuable Sciences. He 


wanted only thoſe Graces which are acquired no where 


but in the polite World, yet pleaſe beyond more ſolid 


Endowments, I had no Manner of Liking to him, yet 
was tickled with that he had for me. Our firſt and 
laſt Conqueſts are thoſe. we moſt pride ourſelves in. 


 Toipleaſe: when very young, is already ſomething 


and ſtill to pleaſe when in the Decline, is a great 
Matter. This amuſed me, without affecting me. 1 
watched every Word of Monfieur Brunel's, in order 
to find out what he thought of me; but when he 
ſpoke” too plainly, or claimed ſome Return, I per- 
fey loathed him: So true it is, that the Heart re- 
lucts againſt any Demands which it does not antici- 
— of itſelf. Yet, with all my Indifference for 


onfieur Brunel, 1 was nettled at hearing he had a 
former Miſtreſs, with whom he ſpent Part, of his 


Life: However, it produced no Jealouſy, as 1 had 
no Love for him. Our Acquanitance indeed ſub- 


ſiſted till his Death, which 1 heard with the Concern 
due to the Loſs of a valuable Member of Society. 
MapENMOISsEZLLIE De Silly, my beſt Friend, was 
now obliged to go to Paris; and, though her Ab- 
ſence was to be but very ſhort, it grieved me beyond 
any Thing I had ever met with. In order to emerge 


from 
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from the Kind of Annihilation to which 1 was 1 


duced, by the Abſence of this excellent Lady, I had 
Recourſe to a new Occupation. In my firſt Studies 
I perceived the Inconventency of not being acquainted 
with Geometry, and had ſtill retained a Deſire of ac- 


4 quiring ſome Tincture of it; but now the Neceſſity 


of exerciſing my Mind with Ideas which ſhould en- 
tirely fill it, determined me to this Science, and in it I 
found a uſeful Amuſement. The beſt Way of quiet- 
ing the Perturbations of the Mind, is, inſtead of com- 
bating the Cauſe of them, to preſent other Objects 
to it, whereby it may be inſenſibly diverted and 
alienated from the former. This Remark proved 


of eſpecial Service to me a long Time after, and in 


another Sort of an Affair. 
Tux Convent of St. Lewis was in bad Circum- 
ſtances, at the Time of Madame De Grieu's being 
made Abbeſs of it ; and a Famine, with which 
France was viſited ſome Years after, reduced it to the 
loweſt Miſery. The Nuns being now ill-fed, could 
not digeſt ſome Expences, concei ving that they were 
rtly at their Coſt, The Abbeſs and her Siſter 
bad Annuities from their Family, but it was thought 
that they did not ſuffice for keeping their Nieces; 
and ſtill leſs ſo, for all that was done for me. I be- 
came the But of the Murmurs, which ſoon formed 
Cabals; and then proceeded ſo far as to put the 
Archbiſhop of Rouen, Mr. Colbert, on ſuppreſſing 


the Houſe, or ejecting the Abbeſs. On his viſiting 


it, after hearing the many general Complaints, he 


declared that Madame De Gricu muſt either refign 


her Abbey, or diſmiſs me and her Nieces, I found 
no Way to bear the Expectation of ſuch a Sentence, 
but by arreſting the Agitation of my Mind, by an 

| C + intenſe 


I y * — * * 7 
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intenſe Application of it to abſtract Matters; and, 
I believe, be early Cuſtom, this ſo beneficent Expe- 
dient might be improved to a Habit, and thus we may 
ſave ourſelves a great deal of fruitleſs Diſquietude. 
MarLrce ſoon informed me of his Grace's Deter- * 
mination. There is no expreſſing the Convulſions 
of the Abbeſs and her Sifter, that their Grief dulled - 
all Senſe of my own. At laſt, after a Conſultation 


| betwixt them and me, and the dear Mademoiſelle De 


Silly, who had long before been returned to St. 
Lewis, the Abbeſs concluded that ſhe would offer 
to refign the Management of the temporal Concerns 
of her Houſe, producing, Accounts in Proof of her 
Care and Rectitude; and to live with ker Siſter, © 


her Nieces and me, on her Allowances from her 


Family, without taking a fingle Louis * from her 9 
Benefice. Nothing could be better for keeping me 


with her, and ſave any Suſpicion of being a Charge 


on the Convent; but this could not be brought 
about, till after many Negotiations. The Arch- 
biſhop had nominated a Superior ; this was the Abbe 
De Gaouey 2 
Abbeſs with Letters, and theſe were to be punCtually * 


anſwer' d, beſides the Neceſſity of writing Abun- © 


dance of others. The Abbeſs being extremely 3 
at a Loſs, appointed me her Secretary, The Defire 


of beiog ſerviceable to her, I believe, taught me 


that Addreſs in Writing, ſo neceſſary in Treaties of 


this K ind. My Letters were approved by. ſome 3 
Friends with whom ſhe adviſed, She gained her 
Ends. I remained with her, and here was an Ed 


of all Complaints. 


= A Gold Coin worth about Twenty Shillings. 
» } Who has the Inſpection of a Convent. 


who was inceſlantly peſtering the f f 
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Tus ſome Years paſſed quietly, till Mademoi- 


ö ſelle De Silly was finally ſent for to her Father's 


Seat in Lower-Normandy. Here was another ſharp 
AMiQion ; and a large Blank it cauſed in my Life. 
My Eager neſs for Study was flackened, ſince I had 
perceived that Truth, after a laborious Purſuit, at 


tte Inſtant one thinks to graſp it, vaniſhes, 


IT was not long after Mademoiſelle De Silly went 


1 away, when I was taken with the Small-Pox, and 
as bad as bad could be, without dying. I was 


not concerned neither for my Life, nor for my Face. 
The Pain was all; yet did not that hinder me from 
defiring to be removed, that no Body might ſuffer 
by me. I already underſtood that in Morality, as in 
Geometry, the Whole is greater than its Part, and 
refignedly prepared for Death: Yet, ſuch was my 
Weakneſs, that on my Recovery, I could not bear to 


: | look at my Face, however little I had valued it; 


and it was not till three or four Months after, that 
accidentally met with it. Women who lay the leaſt 


Streſs on their Charms, and ſeem to overlook them, 


* 57 them more at Heart than they themſel ves 
think. 55 

SINCE my Bookiſhneſs had abated, I was be- 
come more ſociable, and contfated Acquaintance 
with Meſdemoiſelles D Z#pinay, who came to ſpend 
ſome Time at St. Zere/s ; and engaged me, when 
they left it, to viſit them at an Aunt's, with whom 
they lived, Monfieur De Rey, an Acquaintance of 


2 theſe Ladies, grew very fond of me; which I was 


very indifferent about, except the Pleaſure of Pleaſing: 


But when I came afterwards to be acquainted with 


His noble Sentiments, I conceived a very particular 


Eſteem ſor him, 


C4 | My 
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My Abbeſs fell dangerouſly ill, which filled my 
Mind with melancholy Reflections on my Condition. 
1 had nothing, and ſhe could leave me nothing. 
The only Reſource in View was to take the Veil, 
and now this 'Taſte had quite worn off; and for this 
I muſt have accepted the Portion, kindly indeed 
offered me by a Lady, but to whom I did not care 
do be under ſuch Obligations: For beſides that the 
- Abbeſs of St. Lewis had not Intereſt enough in her 
Houſe to get me admitted gratuitouſly, the State of 
the Convent would not allow of any ſuch Over- 7 
ture. - 
Ox E Day, when labouring under theſe Thoughts, 
I was diſclofing them to Meſdemoiſelles D' Epinay, 
whoſe Concern for me deſerved my entire Confidence, 
in came Moyfieur De Rey. He perceived my 
Dejection; and, when I went away, asked what 
was the Matter? As they knew him well, they 
readily told him, that, in the Want of a Fortune, 
1 had ſome Thoughts of becoming a Nun. He 
ſeemed very much affected, and the next Day coming 
to ſee me, he told me, that he had heard -of my 
Defign, and conjured me not to make my whole 
Life miſerable, but rather comply with what he 
would do for me: That, being married, he could 
not offer me his Perſon, but he would ſecure to me 
a Sufficiency for 2 in what Manner, and where 
I pleaſed : That as a Proof of his having no pri vate 
Views, in what he would and could do 5 me, he 
conſented, if I required it, never to ſee me. I was 
amazed at ſuch an Offer, and only thought of refuſing 
it 3 nay, ſo imperfe& were my Ideas of Things, that 7 
I was near taking Offence at what has ſince a 4 
highly to deſerve my utmoſt Eſteem and Gratitude ; * 
though =? 
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> x Aa oO of my Opinion, as to the 
Refuſal. | 7 

Tur Abbeſs happily recovered, and I reſolved 
never to think about what would become of me, till 
was actually deprived of the Reſources I found 
in her Affection. 

I AD generous Offers from another Quarter, and 
which I likewiſe declined. Monfieur Brune} one Day 
brought with him the Abbe Ze Vertor &, a Perſon of 
a moſt lively Fancy. In what Light he looked on 
mel know not, but he immed iately — tranſported 
with a vehement K indneſs for me. In the Book- 
ſellers Shops my Deſerts were his common Topick. 
Little ſuſpecting his Zeal in whatever related to me 
I roundly opened to him my Situation, and Want ok 
any Proviſion hereafter. On this he propoſed to 
purchaſe an Annuity for our two Lives; and men - 


Ition'd it to ſome of my Friends, who adviſed me 


to accept of it, but I would not. I had early deter- 
min'd to prefer Indigence to a ſuſpicious N 
tion; and afterwards I diſcerned in the Abbe's 
Sentiments, and particularly in his extravagant Op1- 
nion of me, all the Symptoms of a Paſſion. When 
he was ſetting me off, with all the Flights of his 
luxuriant Fancy, I uſed ſometimes to ſay, Yon 
** will one Day, to your Amazement, ſee me as 
"* I am.” His Forwardneſs, though checked by 
the Decorum of his Age and Character, and the 
Reſpect which ever accompanies a Defire of Pleaſing, 
was too prominent not to offend me; and accord- 


4 | ingly they produced * me an A verſion, which 


3 | I never 


* Died in 1935, An admirable Hiftorian. Levis 
XIV. of his own mere Motion, nominated him a Mem- 


agh ber of the French Academy. See Lives, &c. 
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I never ſhould have had for one of his literary Merit, 


bad I been indifferent to him. 


An unexpected Event gave me the Pleaſure of 
being again with Mademoiſelle De Silly, without 
whom there was no Happineſs for me, Her Mo- 
ther coming to Rouen, on Account of a Law-Suit, 


brought Mademoiſelle with her. I was overjoyed 


at ſeeing her, but much more at. her kind Offer 
to take me to Silly for ſome Time, and her Mother 
was pleaſed to expreſs a great Defire for it. My 
Abbeſs and her Siſter, though extremely loath to part 
with me, freely conſented z and were even glad of 
giving me this little Recreation, though at the Ex- 
pence of their own Quiet. | 


Iser out, full of Joy, as being with a Perſon , 


whom I had always moſt tenderly loved. I arriv'd 
at a pretty handſome Seat; ſomething melancholy 
and ancient, like its Owner, whoſe Converſation 
and Behaviour was very dry: However, in a ſhort 
Time, both he and his Lady, who alſo was of 
2 reſerved Politeneſs, came to like me, and with 
them I ſtayed as long as it ſuited me. 57 | 
Taz old Marquis De Silly was averſe to Ex- 
, and the Marchtoneſs too devout for much 
Viking ; that for ſome Time I ſaw only two 
or three neighbouring Gentlemen, of whom I had 
ſcarce taken any Notice, till the Chevalier D' Herb--- 
came. After a Party at Ombre, he went away 
romiſing to return, and make ſome Stay. I felt 
that I wiſhed he might come again; and, on enquiring 
into the Cauſe, 1 ſaid to myſelf that he was a Man of 
Wit and agreeable Converſation, much to be wiſhed # 
for in ſuch a lonely Place: But examining what 
Grounds 1 had for my Opinion of his Wit, and 
- | carefully : 
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carefully recollecting what he ſaid, I found only, 
Gano, three Matadores, and ſans Prendre *, At ö 
his ſecond Viſit, when he was fuller of Talk, this 4 
ſuppoſed Wit totally vaniſhed ; and all I found in | 
him was an agreeable Voice, which indeed he had,. | 


and ſomething of a more janty Air than thoſe Perſons 1 
I uſually ſaw. 1 204 ; EL 1 
b HE came frequently without any Invitation, and 
ſtaid a long Time without being preſſed; whence 1 
M ademoiſelle De Silly and I judged, that one of x 


us had pleaſed bim, but which was not eaſily dif- 
cernible. I betted on her Side and ſhe on mine, 
that it became a Buſineſs to both, to diſcover whoſe 
was this Conqueſt. A very ſlender one indeed; but, 
in Solitude, Objects become inflated, like Things 
put into an exhauſted Recipient. This , Conteſt 
went no further than Pleaſantry; yet on hearing that 
-® he had formally declared himſelf, and that it was 
not for me, I felt a Vexation which I did not at firſt 
know what to make of, It was followed by mor 
violent Movements: In ſhort, it was nothing leſs 
than Jealoufy uſelf, with all its Concomitants; and 
this is the only Fit I ever had, though not without 
Circumſtances, in which it would have been leſs 
uobeeoming. 12 vw; 1 
ArrER ſpending five or fix Months at Silly, 
it was high Time to return to the Convent, but 
I could not get away without promiſing. to come 
again next Lear. This the Marchioneſs was the more 
deſirous of, as ſhe expected her Son to ſpend. the 
Summer there, and with ſome, proper Company he 
would not be ſo-ſoon tired of the Country. He 
| IF had been one of the Priſoners taken at the Battle 
* 
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of bis Perſon, and che Dignity of his Carriage, as 


he had brought with him were his Company. This 


32 M-eMorRs of 
of 'Hochſter, and .carry'd into 'England ; where the 
Air having brought on him a ptive Diſorder, 
he had been allowed to return to France on Parole: 


| And 1 had heard ſo much of him, that I longed 
to ſee him. „ 


Iux r with a very joyful Reception at my Con- 


vent, where I lived as uſual with my ſelect Friends, 
| Monſieur Brunet,” Meſdemoiſelles D Fpinay, and 
Monſieur De 2 who ſtill ſhewed a great Regard * 


for me: Let, from two or three flight -Circum- | 
es, I diſcerned ſome Decreaſe in his Sentiments. 
often uſed to viſit Meſdemoiſelles D' Epinay, where 
he ſeldom failed of being. As they lived very near 
the Convent, I generally walked home, and he 
handed me. In the Way was a large Square, and, in tbe 
Beginning of our Acquaintance, he conſtantly kepft 
along the Sides of it, whereas he now eroſſed it; 
whence I coneluded his Love to be diminiſhed, 
at leaſt the whole Difference of the Diagonal to tnge | 
two Sides of the Square. 5 | =. 
I was impatient for the Time of returning to 
Silly ; though fince the Torture of Mind I had 
undergone,” from the Preference given to my old 
Acquatntance there, my Fondneſs for her was not 
uite ſo paſſionate. I went thither. The Heir of 
the Family was expected, and nothing talked of 
but he. He came, and all the Houſe went to re- 
ceive him; I not ſo faft, that when I came up, he 
was going to his Apartment. He turned about, to 
give ſome Order. I was ſtruck with the Beauty 


e 


1 
n 
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m different from any Thipg I had ever ſeen, He 
At firſt was referv'd, and ſpoke little, Some Books 
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kept. 
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kept him in his Chamber ; or now and then he 
took a Walk, but it was alone; that, except at 
Mieal- Times, we 2 _ Tobis of Lan tho! 
XZ he ſeldom gave himſelf t rouble o ing, 
XZ he ſpoke 1 that his Wit and Senſe — 
without any Deſi gn of his to ſhew them. i 
E Ir his Beauty charmed me, I was no leſs provoked 
at his Coldneſs ; and his Siſter, who had known 
him more ſociable, was little leſs offended. This 
made the uſual Subject of our Talk. One Day 
walking in a Wood, where we imagined ourſelves 
alone, we gave full Vent to our Indignation ; but, 
though unpercei ved by us, he was ſo near, as to 


} | over-hear us, Finding the Diſcourſe to turn on him, 


3 he ſtopped, for we were then fitting 5 and thus 


him, and not in Jeſt. Whoever complains of 
Jou,“ anſwer d I, ** cannot; be in a jocular Hu- 
wv i mour.” This Anſwer pleaſed him; © So,” 
had reply'd he, looking at me, 1 find in the Vale 
23 © of Auge, what I little expected.“ He then 
not owned the Pleaſure with which he had heard 
of our Talk, though we had not ſpared him. . 
t Sincx that Time he thought us worthy of his 
re Company. Walking, Reading, every Thing now 
he was in common. Thus I ſpent whole Days with a 


, 10 perſon who pleaſed me infinitely, but whom I had 
aut) not the leaſt Thought of pleaſing : For I could not 


Women, and unqueſtionably to be loved by them, 


doks IF ſhould have the leaſt Regard for me; as having 
neither Beauty, nor any of the polite 2 


929 
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if he came to know our undiſguiſed Sentiments. He 
did not ſhow himſelf ; but, on our return he ſaid to 
XZ us, that he had heard a great deal of Ill ſpoken of 


dream that one uſed to converſe with the fineſt of 
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In the mean Time I had the Pleaſure of continually | 


ſeeing a Perſon, whoſe Preſence only made my Hap- 
pineſs. He attended to what I ſaid, and ſometimes 

lauded ; but with a Delicacy which flatter d 
Vanity, without putting Modeſty to any Pain. He 
ſeemed, and was in Reality, ſo penetrated with 
what pleaſed him; that it never wore out of 
his Memory. He has often recall'd to my Mind Things 
 faid by me many Years before. It was ſo much 
the Humour of the Houſe to be taken up only with 
the young Marquis, that 1 could give Way to my 
Inclination, without diſtinguiſhing myſelf ; yet ſome 
Ballies eſcaped me, which ſpoke too plainly, One 
of theſe was, that on my giving him a Purſe, ſent 
me from my Convent, he toſſed this to a Chamber - 
Maid of his Mother's, who was none of the leaſt 


aſſiduous in her Attendance on him. Whether I 
was for having this Purſe, or only that ſhe ſhould not 


have it, I caught it by the Way; and this before 
the 'Marchioneſs, one of the moſt ſerious of omen. 
I was younger in my Want of Experience t a my 
Age, but hitherto had never ſelt what may called 
Love: For that Fit in my ſourteenth or +: eenth 
Year, was only the Effect of romantick Ideas ; 
defiring to bave a Paſſion, which, as 1 conceited, 
would make me a Perſon of Importance: And, as to 
the [ſubſequent 'Fit of Jealouſy, it was no more than 
the Vexation of -mortify'd Pride, Neither, in the 
leaſt, reſembled -thoſe Sentiments, which now had 
inſinuated 2 me; — a _ _ 
How it 'd, that I never thought of oppoſing 
them. Mey appeared to me void of 2 a8 
they would have no Return; and all T imagined I had 
to do, was to conceal them. 


MonsSIEVR 
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MonsitEvR De Silly, from a Fear of engaging 
with me, or giving me an Opportunity of explain» 
ing myſelf to him, was very cautious of: finding: me 
alone. I, though firmly determined not to ſay any 
Thing to him, paſſionately wiſhed for this Meet 
which he ſo circumſpe&ly avoiĩded; and when 1 
had found out the Cauſe of his Vigilance, i it: made 
me ſtill more deſirous of ſome private Talk with 
him, that I might give him to underſtand how very 
far I was from forgetting what I owed to myſelf, 
and thus remove his Fears, 

Tuis Satisfaction at length I had, Wand n 
uſual Walks. Mademoiſelle De $4y excuſed her- 
ſelf as indiſpoſed: The Mother, who in all Things 
conſulted her Son's Amuſement, bid me go with 
him, There was now no receding. - We walked 


| to ſome Diſtance, and he much more uneaſy than 


myſelf, that not a Word carne from him. This little 
Triumph open d my Mouth. At firſt, I took 
Notice how delightful the Country looked; but 
this not being far enough from the Lopicks 1 was 
for avoiding, I ſoared up among the celeſtial Bodies, 
and ranged the whole Syſtem of Nature. In this 
wth Region I firmly kept 'myſelf, kill our return 
Monkieur De Silly, cured of his Diſquietꝑde, 

Gal joined in the Converſation; which, though 
the Subject was ſerious, had been carry'd on with 
Sprightlineſs and Pleaſantry. One Advantage 1 
reaped from it was, that he ſaw I knew how to {: 

and be ſilent; and, at the ſame Time, I felt that 
delicious Joy, "unknown to * who never reſult the 
Motions of their Hearts. 

Monsttvs De Silly now no longer ſhunned me. 


He ſeemed even to be glad of an Opportunity of 


talk ing 
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talking with me; and befides an Eſteem, with which 


I was not a little elevated, he manifeſted a tender 
' Concern for every Thing relating to me. One Proof i 


of this, was ſome little Advices which he uſed 
readily to give me, and the Succeſs never failed. In 
fine, I found in him all I could defire, except Love; 
which, to myſelf I did not ſeem to deſire. I found 

a Kind of Pleaſure in loving without Fear or Con- 


flict, ſecure from any Weakneſs ; and my only Care, | 


that of diſguiſing my Sentiments: But at this, as 
1 have faid, I had little Skill; and, to be ſure, 
à Perſon of the young Marquis De Silly's Penetration 


and Experience in Gallantry muſt have known, and 
rhaps better than myſelf, my Diſpoſitions towards | 


im. Indeed he never gave me to ſee that he had 
perceived them, not even when afterwards we lived 
together 1n an intimate Confidence, I only came 


to know, a long Time after, from his Siſter, that he 
had not been without Temptations to attach himſelf iſ 


to me; but that convinced within himſelf that the 
Union would be only temporary, he had been with- 
held by the Eſteem which I had raiſed in him, and 
Compaſſion for the Wretchedneſs he ſhould bring 
upon me. Accordingly he would ſometimes ſay, 
with Earneſtneſs; ** Oh! how 1 ſhould hate the 
* villainous Wretch who ſhould deceive thee !” 


MADEMOISELLE D., who had lived in the 


Convent of St. Lewis with Mademoiſelle De Silly 
and me, being. then at a Seat within a Mile and an 
Half of the Marquis's, was invited hither. Having 
been at ſeveral Courts of Germany, and in England, 
ſhe was qualified to open a new and agreeable Field 
of Diſcourſe. The Marquis ſeemed pleaſed with 
her Converſation, It was inſiſted on, that ſhe —_— 
Barats! ay 
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uarded might have given of my Sentiments. Be- 
fides, it 9 me to ſee the Charm by which 
aſcinated, operating on all others; as thus, 
my Excuſe for not having avoided it was its being 
unavoidable. So little uniform are the Effects ot 
Paſſions, that, at the ſame Lime I appeared thus 
indifferent, 1 grudged the leaſt Complaiſance Mon- 
fieur De Silly ſhewed to any Perſon whoſoever. I 
became exaſperated at ſomething of a more ſerious 
Nature, in which I perceived a Failure of what 
1 reſerved to myſelf, his Eſteem and Confi- 
ence. | | 
A GREAT many Packets and Letters came to 
him, concerning which he uſed to hold long Con- 
ſultations with his m— and Siſter, I ſa there 


Was 
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vas ſome Affairs on the Carpet of great Importance 
to. him, and which I muſt not be let into. To 
me, this was as an Affront. I left off ſpeaking to 
Him ; and ſcarce anſwer'd, when ſpoke to. He 
obſerved my Diſcontent, without 8 the Cauſe; 


«= DB 5 


fulneſs, his Melancholy, his Tranquility, his Diſ- 
quietude, all his different Diſpofitions became mine 
not from any Care in me to conform to them, but 


. 


by a ſecret affimilating Operation. 


* 


8 T AIs Affair. the Myſtery of bis had thrown 


me into ſuch. Uneafineſs, obliged the Marquis De 
Silly to go to Court ſooner than he intended, or 
perhaps wiſhed.: For though he had there a Miſtreſs, 
and every other Appertenance of a Man of Gallantry, he 
was not tired of being at, home. Here he ſaw, what 
is ſeldom ſeen in the World, artleſs Sentiments, 
the Truth of which was the more known to him, 
from the great Care in concealing them. Here he 


alſo enjoyed ſolid Converſations, which offer'd new 


*Subjedts 
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Subjects of Science to his Mind, and enabled him 
to perceive his Readineſs in comprehending them, 
of what Nature ſoever they were. His Ideas were 
clear and lively, his Expreſſions fimple and noble. 
Nothing affected, nothing forced, ever appeared in 
his Talk or Behaviour. He had too much Wit 
to think of ſhowing it. War was his Paſſiqu; this 
fixed his Attention on whatever related to it 2 i} 
I believe, if 1 may be permitted to judge on this 
Head, that he was poſſeſſed of all the Talents by 
which military Diſtinction 1s acquited; and that 
he had no leſs the Capacity, than the Air of Com- 
mand. Ambition was the main Spring of the 
Motions of his Soul, and poſſibly had infected its 
Virtues. It cauſed his Errors, and theſe his Misfor- 
tunes. In him indeed, it ſeemed not fo much 
an Eagerneſs after Promotion, as only an Endeavour 
to obtain the Place which belonged to him. 

Hrs Departure, tho' it was not to be without 
a Return, gave me a very ſenfible Grief 5 which, 
however, I pretty well diſguiſed : But when he was 
gone, I ſeemed as if I had ceaſed to live. My Eyes, 
no longer ſeeing their favourite Object, looked at 
nothing. As he did not hear me, I could ſcarce 
bring myſelf to ſpeak, I don't know whether 1 
ſo much as thought. However, I underſtood that 
every Inſtant carried him at a greater Diſtance from 
me, and my Torture encreaſed proportionately. 

Soms Days before Monſieur De Silly left us. 
1 had received the following. Letter from the Abb& 
De Vertot, who had got himſelf invited to come 
and ſee him, though known in the Houſe only by 
the Reputation of his Works. 
e . * * MAbp- 
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„% MADEMOISELLE, 


" I HAVE been waiting for Monſieur Zrunl's 
1 Return, that I might the better anſwer the 


4s 
b 
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in it, as in that of the Marquis De Silly. But 
the Inchantment probably ſtill laſts ; and I. do 
„ bot ex pect him till the Beginning of next Week. 
if he is as impatient as myſelf to be at Silly, 
we ſhan't exceed the End of the Week: And it 
muſt be a very long Journey indeed which 1 
would grudge, for the Honour of ſeeing you, of 
paying my Keſpects to Mademoiſelle De Silly, 
and for the Hopes of obtaining the Friendſhip 
of the young 2 De Silly her Brother. 
The tranquile Enjoyment of his Converſation wall 
be an abundant Recompence for this Jaunt. We 
wretched Chroniclers ſhould be very happy, 
could we tranſplant into our Works the Delicacy 
of his Thoughts, the neat, ſtrong, exalted Turn 
of his Expreſſions ; or, in a Word, could we 
write as he ſpeaks. This among Friends. But 
I frankly own to you, that I never ſaw any Perſon 
deliver himſelf with that Wit and Dignity. Such 
a Genius over- whelms Study and laborious 
Reflection, with Mortification, _ 
.* Very long may you enjoy ſuch a ſweet Si- 
tuation. The Aſſemblage of Graces, ſaid to con- 
centre in Mademoiſelle De Silly's Perſon, will 
complete the Inchantment without my interfering : 
And I don't know whether to draw you from 


* fo charming a Place, the moſt powerful Incan- 


© tations 


Honour of your Letter, and the obliging Offers 


J ü 4 eo alc oc alc Bond. 


Madame DE STAHL. 4 
* tations muſt not be called in. The Hopes of 
being an Eye-Witneſs of your Felicity will make 
* me diveſt myſelf of a certain philoſophick Ti- 
& midity, and the decent Shame of coming to a 
+ Houſe where I am: not known. Your Merit, 
« and that of my Fellow- Traveller, muſt be my 
* Paſs-Port : And that of both is too reſplendent 
« for an Umbra of yours to be taken Notice of. 
„ have twice had the Honour of ſeeing Mademoi- 
* ſelle' De Grier. She told me, that ſhe was 
* continually lamenting your Abſence. FF mighv 
* well believe her; for 1 perceived that my Con- 
* verſation was no farther agreeable to her, than, 
for the Pleaſure of © mentioning your Name to 
„me, and bringing it into every Thing we talked 


of. Iam, very reſpectfully, Mademoiſelle, 


TY 
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ALT TER fo ſuitable to my Ideas pleaſed me. 
But the Arrival of the Abbe with Monſieur Brunel, 
after the Departure of the Marquis De Silly; as. 
much difpleaſed me. It ſeemed to me unſeaſonable, 
and no more than a Fetch, of which I feared the 
Motive would not long be hid. They ſtay'd a. 


Week at Silly; and it was a long Time after 


they were gone, before the Marquis came home. 
The Joy which his Return muſt have given- me, 
and the Circumftances of it, have long ſince 
fliped out of my Memory, which has ſo faithfully 
retain'd a Crowd of Minutie, which it might very 
well ſpare. I have even but confuſed Ideas of any 
Thing that paſſed after this. I only. remember, 

; D 3 that 
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that he was more penſi ve and gloomy than before. 
Sarge Moments of Trouble Agitation ſtrongly 
<&eroted that new Sentiments had taken Pofſeſion 
of his Heart. I had ſome Thoughts, that 1 was 
rot out of the Queſtion ;. but the Developement 
proved to my Confuſion. . I brought him to own 
that he loved; and I found it was not me: How- 
ster, hie did not perceive the Shock this gave me. 
His Siſter now was in his entire Confidence. He 
ſpent the Days with her, ſo that I very ſeldom 
law them. N | 75 i 
Tux Seat of Silly, where I had received a new 


Being, for ſo I call the Alteration produced in us | 


by new Sentiments ; this Seat, I ſay, became uneaſy 
to me. 1 had ſpent there a Part of the Year in a 
Kind of Inchantment, the breaking of which threw 
me into a deep Melancholy, I thought that the 
Change of Place, ard the Variety of Ideas conſequent 
to that, would tend to abate the Hurry of my Mind. 


Winter was now at hand, and Mademoiſelle De | 


G------, our Neighbour, was returning to Rowen, 
and 1 went with her. This Departure, which 1 
look'd upon as a Relief, probably did not cauſe 
in me a Grief like that when Monfieur De Silly 
left us, as I have not retained the ſame Remembrance 
of it: Indeed our Concern is . uſually leſs when 
we go away, than when others go from us. «143 
Soon after my return to my Convent, I received 
a Leiter from Monſieur De Silly. Joy and Amaze- 
ment, at receiving a Mark of his Regard, made ſuch 
Impreſſion on me, that the Superſcription and 
orm of the Letter remain'd ſo clearly impreſſed 
on my Imagination, that looking for it, on Account 
of what 1 am row writing, I immediately diſtin- 
| aui fl ed 
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A iſhed it from a thouſand others. I cannot for- 
y inſerting it here, wondring how I could be 
MN ſo much moved with what has ſo little moving 
as in it. | ag hon 
nt | | IN 
VN L E x I 1 E R. 


} 


e. A WAS willing to give you Time to diſcha X 
Je « 1 the Multitude of Commiſſions with which 


m vou was loaded, before I would ſend you mine, 
5 © The Principal, and that on which you will be | 
>2W “ pleaſed. to beſtow Part of your Attention, is to = 
us return ſoon ; without Prejudice however to the 


“ Pleaſures, = 199: range; 20 Affairs, with which 
„ you ma taken up where you are. A 

2 of e ee 4 all your late „ 
though your Modeſty reſtrains you from ſending us 
* Word, yet they have reach'd our Ears. Adieu, 
„ Mademoiſelle ; if our Concern for you could have 
„ faved you from Fatigue, you would have arrived 
© at Rauen in Health and good Spirits. 


I wisn I had my Anſwer to this Letter. It 
did not ſay more, though I think it contained more; 
and that there was, as it were, ſomething in the 
Lines, not expreſſed by any Words. He writ to me 
again about more Commiſſions, and theſe little Con- 
ved nections gave me infinite Pleaſure, till I ſhould ſee 
ze his Perſon. This, I Alatter'd, myſelf, would be next 
ach Summer. He was to be at home, and I had pro- 
and miſed to return. 


ſſed Id the mean Time, to give ſome Range to the 
unt Sentiments which then took up my Mind, I fell to 
lin- writing Tales and Romances, introducing ſeveral 


ed | Pictures 
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of whom has always i 
and dangerous. Theſe have been faithful Depoſitaries 
of my Secrets, having never ſeen the Light; ©: 
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Pictures of the ſame Original; ſome in profile, and 
others full-faced. I alſo drew the Perſons concerned 


in my Adventures, and did not omit myſelf, as 


to Temper, Qualities, and Sentiments, Theſe idle 


Compoſures ſerved inſtead of Confidents, the Uſe 
ppeared to me both abject 


which, indeed, they were not worthy. _ 4 
' Wnar did not relate to the predominant Idea 
of my Mind, has left no Trace in my Memory. 
I know nothing of all I did, *tilt the following Sum- 
mer, when I depended on returning to y. But 
the Face of Affairs changed. The old Marquis, 
whom Lhad left in a bad Way, died; and by Rea- 
fon of the Diſcuſſions of Affairs, and Family Alter- 
cations, which will not admit of Witneſſes, I was 
not reminded of my Promiſe. This provoked me; 
and, to divert myſelf, I cloſed with the Offer of 
Mademoiſelle De la Ferre, Niece to a Preſident of 
the Parliament of Rouen, to go to her Father's 
Seat, at about three or four 1 from Silly. 
1 thought that being there, the Marquis and his 


Mother could not avoid ſending me an Invitation, 


but I did not acquaint them of my Journey. 

Norgixe could be more delightful. The firſt 
Part of it was on the River, and our Boat was 
followed by another with a Band of Muſick. Mon- 
fleur De Ja Ferre, though in Years, was ſociable 
and pay ; and beſides Wit, knew a great many 
'Things, and ſuch as are heard with Pleaſure. A Bro- 
ther of his, an Abbe, a very agreeable Perſon ; his 


Danghter, young, pretty, with Senſe and good Temper ; | 
and his Son, ugly and ſoft, made up our Party. 
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Taz River beginning to wind off from our 


= Road, we got into Coaches which attended on us, 


and the next Day brought us to Roeux, the Monſieur 


De la Fertè s Houſe; an old Seat of an odd Figure, 
like a Gothick R, as many of the ancient Seats in 


Normandy are built in the Shape of the firſt Letter 


of their Name. The Neighbourhood was a perfect 


Paradiſe. The ſoft Murmur of falling Waters, which 
has ſo ſoothing an Effect on agitated Minds, was 
continually heard. Nature, at one View, diſplayed 
a variegated Scene of its moſt fightly Beauties. 
Meadows, interſected by ſeveral Brooks, termi- 
nated in rifing Grounds, cover'd with Woods, 
opening, as it were; to exhibit a View of the Sea, 
Never have I ſeen, not even in Painting, ſo fine 
a Landſcape, as that which every Side of this Houſe 
commanded, Eo hits Se ra 3 abbrs 
 HoweEevex ſad the Situation: of my Mind was 


at my coming, I took a Delight in being here, - 


which was encreaſed by that of the whole Family, 
in wang hai: with them ; and eſpecially the Logpler 
Eſteem ſhewn me by its worthy Owner, his 
daily Cares to make my Stay agreeable. | The Com- 
pany who viſited there was of the beſt, and all the 
Amuſements of the Country we had to Satiety ;. Yet 
never loſing Sight of the Object which had drawn 
me hither, I writ to the Marquis De Silly, on 
I know not what Pretence; giving him to underſtand, 
by the Date of my Letter, where I was, In his 
Anſwer he expreſſed - himſelf amazed, Foe il no 
Invitation. I had ſuch a Longing to ſee him, that 


.even this did not diſcourage me, I writ back, and, 


in Monſieur and Mademoiſelle De Ia Ferte's. Name, 
acquainted him, that they intended a Viſit to — 
| | a 


Inſtigation the Offer had been made; for I needed Ye 


take me up at a Place, whither I might go in | 


I could not ſet out *tifl the Afternoon; and hurried 
every Thing, but the Stage did not come the 
"ſooner. I went to the End of the Avenue to wait | 


| Chaiſe, which was to carry me to Silly. 
- when the People in the Coach, talking of one Thing 


_ "> W 1 © ” - 1 
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and the Marehioneß. He ſent me Word that, at th. 


any other Time, he ſhould have been 50 glad of wi 
their Company; but that now, amidft ſuc 


heir « a Mul- 8 
titude of embarraſſing Affairs, a Viſit would be 


extremely inconvenient to him: The Excuſe was Ill ** 


the more favourably interpreted, as it was at my e 


but intimate any Thing, and 1 was gratify d. How- 
ever, the Marchioneſs De Silly ſent me a Meſſage, Ml © 


that, if I would come alone, it would be a Pleaſure th 
to them; and that her Son's Poſt-Chaiſe ſhould if 


the Caen Stage, which paſſed by the End of Roeusx th 
Avenue. I immediately let her know the exact 
Time of my Departure, that I might be ſure of ry 
finding the Carriage at the Place appointed; but Il © 
= Eagerneſs for the Journey had made me fo 
very haſty, that I was to be gone, before 1 could 
have any Anſwer, 1 was up very early, though 


for it, and Mademoiſelle De Ia Ferie with me. 
'F could not conceive what made it ſtay ſo. At 
length it appeared, and, to be fore, at its uſual 
Hour; but if I was n my dear Acquaint- 
ance was as full of Grief, In I got, not queſtioning 
but that a further J ſhould leave it for the 


Wu had gone about a Quatter of a League, 


and another, ſaid, they had met the Marquis De 
Silly 175 Poft to Verſailles, If the Sky had fallen 
1 could not have been. more ſtunned, I was - 
288 ˖ 
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che Road to ſee one whom 1 ſhould; not find; and 
who had not thought it worth while to trouble 


himſelf, about adviſing me of it, or what would 
become of me; for his Chaiſe, on which I depended, 
was the only Vehicle I could have to carry me 
to the End of a difficult Road I had to go through: 
Yet 1 flatter d myſelf that, ſome Way or other, the 
Want of the Chaiſe had been made up; but, on 
coming to the Place, neither Horſe nor Man was 


chere, nor any News of any Thing. This raiſed 


in me violent Emotions. I was in a Coach, which, 
if I ſtopped, I muſt have al ighted and remained in 

the Highway, or gone on in the Road which did 
not lead to Silly, Whilſt I was caſting about 
what to do, the Coach-went on ; and at ſuch a Rate, 
that I found myſelf at St. Pierre ſur Dive, where 
the Coach lay that. Night, and ſo was I obliged 
to do, Here was I in an Inn, without Acquaintance 
or Relations; only a Footboy, who had been lent 
me. The Frightfulneſs of the Place, with the Un- 
eaſineſs of being next kin to alone, threw me into 


2 Trouble; beyond more confiderable Incidents of 


my Life, becauſe when they happen'd they. were lefs 
diſproportionate to my Degree of Strength. Though 
at that Time far from a Child, I was uſed to nothing. 
Courage is of very flow Growth, in a. conyentual | 
Education. - of. malt 3 6 ee 
WEN I was a little come to myſelf, I asked how 
far it was to Silly Houſe ? They told me, I had 
paſſed it only by a League, but that, from the Place 
where I was, no Carriage could go thither; and 
| muſt either take a Horſe, or go to Caen, whie 
was ſtill four Leagues further, Had I been tol 
that J muſt get upon a Dromedary, I could not ors 
been 


0 


a8 MEMOIAS of 
been more frightened : Yet this there was a Nereſſity 


| for; and, in the mean Time, I was to take up 


with the filthieſt Bed my Eyes had ever be- 
beld. The Back of it was againſt a thin Partition, 
which ſeparated my Room from another, where 


I had ſeen ſome Soldiers and Waggoners go in. The 
Vnavoidableneſs of hearing their Ribaldry, was 


what did not the leaſt diſcompoſe me; and moſt 

eeably was I ſurprized to hear them diſpute 

ut the 8 and the Figure of the Earth. 
Though the Indelicacy of my Apartment would 
not allow me a Wink of Sleep, I waited with to- 
lerable Serenity for Day-break, when I began to 
think of proceeding to Silly Houſe, I was put on 
Horſe-back, but more like a Bundle than a living 
Creature; the Footboy, who had followed me, 
leading the Beaſt by the Bridle : But the worſt was, 
the Guide loſt his Way. Thus were we obliged 
to leave the Horſe at a Brook, which I crofled 
over a Board; and the reſt of the Way I footed 
it, without knowing where we were, amidſt a heavy 


Rain, and in the Pais d' Auge, ſo famous for dirty 


Roads, At length I reached Sy Houſe ; but all 


over Mud, and ſuch a Figure, that it was ſome 
Satisfaction to be in no r of meeting the 


Marquis De Silly ; ſo extremely does a Woman dread 


making a diſagreeable Impreſſion. | 
A THOUSAND Excuſes were made, for not ſend- 
ing me Word of the Diſappointment ; but Monſieur 


De Silly's Departure was ſo precipitate, as not to 
admit of a Moment's Delay. I feigned __ 


ur* 


pleaſed, with little Cauſe for it; and, after no 


thenſome Stay, I returned to Roewsx, but how I no 
Longer know: And thence to Rouen, where I found 


every 
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every Thing as I had left it, except the ſudden 
Death of Monſieur De Rey. This I had heard 
at Rocus ; and though I had never loved him, and 
his Love of me had been at an End, it gave me 
a very ſenſible Concern. _ [6-5 

Tas Remainder. of the Tear I ſpent in my Con- 
vent pretty -quietly ; where I, from Time to Time, 
received Letters from Monſieur De Silly, but always 
about his own Concerns, without one Word for me. 
This I could not digeſt, but what irritates Paſſions 
does not extinguiſh them. Soon after my Return, 
Meſdemoiſelles De Neuville came to board at St. 
Lewis, The eldeſt was extremely pretty, and her 
Behaviour not amiſs. A ſhort Time produced 
betwixt us a more than ſuperficial Acquaintance; 
and as our Sex are never ſo much in a Hurry about 
any Thing, as to diſcloſe their Secrets, ſhe told 
me that a Match had been on foot betwixt the old 
Count De Novion's Son and her; that the Father, 
after oppoſing it, had fallen in Love with her, and 
was himſelf for contracting that Marriage, which 
he had ſo exclaimed againſt in his Son, She pro- 
teſted. to me that if ſhe was ſo lucky, her Houſe 
| ſhould always be open to me. She even ſhowed 
me the Letters which the Count uſed to write to 
her, and communicated to me her Schemes fir 
putting the finiſhing Hand to her Project, unknown 
to a Family which, ſhe might think, would have 
oppoſed it in every Manner poſſible. The Count 
had ſeen Sixty, and ſhe was about Eighteen ; with 
no Fortune, and ſmall Expectations. To me her 
Hopes ſeem'd viſionary 3 yet by ſome very bold 
Strokes, contrary. to all Prudence, ſhe ſucceeded. 
| en n "PMES: 
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Tus I lived whileing away my Time, and little 
dreaming of the terrible Tempeſt which impended 
oveg, me, My dear Abbeſs fell ſo dangerouſly ill, 
that I ſaw ſhe was not for this World. Never was 
Grief greater, or more juſt, Of her I held every 
Thing, and now became deſtitute. Being a Religious, 
it was out of her Power to do any Thing for me. 
During her Illneſs, which laſted only à Fortnight, 
my Thoughts were fixed on her ; but when ſhe 
ceaſed to live, then I ſaw the Abyſs into which J 
was fallen. Her Nuns lamented her now dead, 
as much as they had perſecuted her when alive; and 
indeed well worthy was ſhe of all their Grief. I 
never ſaw in any Perſon ſuch a Fund of real Good- 
neſs ; ſo much Sweetneſs, ſo much Concern for others 


and Neglect of herſelf ; nor more PEE and. 


Attention in all her Duties. Madame De Grien, 
her Siſter, who had lived with her from their 
Childhood, was in a Diſconſolateneſs which heigh- 
tened my Sorrows. The Abbey by Right was hers, 
but now the former Cabals were again in Motion; 


and, by their Machinations, procured it for a Nun, 


who had been at the Head of the Malecontents. St. 
Leavts was now no Place for us; beſides, we muſt 
have paid for our Board, and Madame De Ericu's 
Annuity would not ſuffice for her and me, who 
had nothing. Whither to turn, we knew not. She 
indeed might have removed to the Abbey of Jouarre, 
as being a Nun; but ſhe could not think of forſak ing 
me, and likewiſe a young Niece, who was almoſt 
equally dear to her. The beſt Way, ſhe thought, 
would be to take us along with her to a Convent at 
Paris, where ſomething might offer. i 
. N 


„ 
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- In theſe perplexing Circumſtances, Father Mail- 
lard, to whom I was very well known, and who 
formerly had been a Partizan of Father * La Chaiſe, 
but then baniſhed to Rouen for eelipſing his Maſter, 
came to acquaint me, that he had received a Bill 
for paying a Quarter's Board for me at the Convent ; 
and that, if I was for ſtaying, it ſhould be punctually 
continued, and without giving myſelf any Concern 
about the Matter. He told me that the Letter had 
no Name, nor could he alſo conceive from whom 
it ſhould be, The more Fortune oppreſſed me, the 


more determined was I to be my own Support, that 


I declined this ſuſpicious Reſource. + Afterwards 1 
found out that this generous Stranger, was no other 
than the Marquis De Silly. 

Tue Abbe De Vertot, then at Paris, whom 


I had informed of my great Loſs, and that the Air 


I breathed was now all my Subſtance, ſent me imme- 
diately a Fifty Piſtole Bill, which the very next 
Day 1 ſent back to him. Monſieur Brunel alſo 
made me an Offer of whatever Money I might have 
Si ewe: COUUSTSE of Þ..S$:::5+  Occafion 
* A Jeſuit. Zewis XIV. choſe him for his Confeſ- 
ſor in 1675; and, amidf all the Viciſſitudes of a Court, 
he retained that Office till his Death in 1709, aged 85. 
The following Particulars may let us into his Charac- 
ter. He gave an Abbey to one of his Brothers, to 
whom a Pack of Hounds would have been a fitter Gift. 
Je e Benefices for one of his Nephews, who 
was a Diſgrace to the Family. He placed at the Head 
of the richeſt Conyents in France three of his Nieces, 
and one of a moſt infamous Life. He drove in a glitter- 
ing Coach, drawn by ſix mettleſome Horſes. He had a 
ſplendid Seat near Paris, where Luxury and Magnifi- 
cence reigned. All incompatible with the auſtere Vows 
of a ſeſuit. | 
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Occaſion for. I refuſed every Thing; it being 


my firm Purpoſe to accept of nothing, whilſt it 


was uncertain whether I ſhould ever be able to 


make Returns. I was now in the moſt critical 
Moment of my Life. I found the Neceſſity of 
ſtrengthening myſelf with ſteady Principles, ſuch as 
ſhould.ſecure my whole Conduct. Rather than diſ- 
grace my Character, I determined to bear Penury 
or ſeek a Service; for, certainly, it is only by our 
perſonal Behaviour that we are debaſed. Without 
this TI ſhould not know myſelf. It has taught 


me, th we fink under Want, not ſo much from 


its Weight, as from our own Weakneſs : Yet, not 
to be extreme in my Firmneſs, I accepted of Ten 
Piſtoles from a Friend of my own Sex, who was 
willing to run the Hazard of lending me them. 'This 
was the Lady who had ſpent ſome Time with me 
at Silly, and was now come to live at St. Leis. 


MADAME De Grieu was invited by a Brother 


of hers, who had an Eftate in Normandy, to come 
to his Houſe in her Way to Paris, her Niece being 
Daughter to this Brother. No Mention was made 


of bringing me, which gave her a very ſenſible Con- 


cern; but Mademoiſelle Du Tot, an old Acquaint- 


ance and a Lady of uncommon Merit, made me 


an Offer of her Uncle Monſieur Du Rolet's Houſe, 
with whom ſhe lived. Here 1 began to feel the 


Change of my Condition. Hitherto I had always 


lived where I was the capital Object, and where 
every Trifle, if it concerned me, made an Event; 
now I muſt put up with plain Civilities. 

ONE Day I had the Head-Ach, This heretofore 
would have ſet the whole Houſe in a Buſtle, 
Abbeſs, Siſters, and Maids. | Here only once 
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or twice a Meſſage came, to know if I did not want 
any Thing. I ſhall never forget my filly Surprize 
at ſeeing ſo little Account made of what before 

I had ſeen. treated with ſuch Concera and Aſſiduity. 
Six Weeks I ſpent here, till Madame De Griew 
ſet out for Paris 3 and muſt own that, in every 


"= 


Reſpect, I was, very Kindly entertain g. 
- MADEgMQISELLE Du Tot, beſides a great deal 
Wit, was unexceptionable in all her Behaviour, 


that it was ſomethin painful to live with ber, ex- 


a to judicious Criticiſms which eat 
retorted. Her Uncle, was Son to Mad De 14 
Croiſette, once Maid of Honour to the Dutcheſs De 
Longucville, had ſeen the World; and, at a very 
advanced Ape, retained all its Manners, His re- 
cei ving me into his Houſe called for the more ſenſible 
Acknowledgments from me, as ſome Time before 
I had affronted him in a Song, which I impertinently 
made at an Entertainment given by himſelf. This 
broke off all Acquaintance; but now, in regard 
of my Misfortunes, he generouſly over - looked my 
Petulancy. x. 
WILsT I was waiting the Time of going to 
Paris. Mademoiſelle De Neuville perceiving, by. 
the Letters of. the aged Count her Suiter, that he 
was beginning to cool, took a Reſolution of going 


to him at Paris, with her Siſter and a Kind of 


Governeſs, and to take a furniſhed Hotel; and this 
was about the Time that Madame De Grieu and I © 
were to be there. Meſdemoiſelles De Neuville, who 
had ſhewn a great deal of Sympathy with my Miſ- 
fortunes, offer d to take me with them, I frankly 
gave them to underſtand, that I did not approve 
of their Journey, but go they would, and 1 would 
| 1: 4 not 


* 


| Soon after my Arrival at Paris, Monſieur © Br u- 
. nel took a Journey thither, and called upon me; 
bringing with him Monſieur De Fontenelle *. They 
were intimate Friends from 'their Youth, which 
they had paſſed at Rouen, of which City they both 
were Natives. The eg of their Genius and 
Temper had perfectly united them. Monſieur Bru- 
nel came from Time to Time to Paris, purely to 
vifit him, aud had often mentioned me to him. 
was acquainted with him by his Works, but eſpe- 1 
cially by the Hiſtory of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, which he annually ſent to his Friend, who 
never failed giving me the peruſal of it. And Thanks 
to the Light which Monſieur De Fontenelle throws 
= on every Thing he treats of, I underftood a great 
L "4 ö a . Part 
* A Man of admirable Learning, Wit and Morality. 
. Was perpetual Secretary to the under- mentioned Aca- 
demy. iced about three Years ago. Was above 


N : Nincry, yet with ſcarce any Decay of his Faculties. 
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Part of it, 2 oy the high, Opin my Tears. Thus r 


had” previou high Opinion due to him, and 
was Over- jo - + know him; and to be know by, 


ſuch! a ebe Perſom; at leaſt; as he could on 
| Occaſion favour me with 5 good Wordt which, 


muſt always be of great W | 

as fil in my furni bed Hotel; Where: I had 
not been above four or five Days, when 1 received 
a Letter from the Marquis De 4 Da He had-two 


Months before writ me a | very dr iment, on 
my alllictine Loſs: Bat this "Va bones ind. 


$1  Þ S196! [| £4 - 


40 S917 Bb] ie . N 
* MADEMOISELLE, FOR das 
40 . ft, 1 211 201 1 Sia 


: 


1 1 AM told you are at Paris; and, from my ſin- 
cere Concern for every Thing which relates to 
you, I am very glad of your Choice. 
: & You will perhaps be ſurprized at a Letter from 
me, ſtuffed with Admonitions. It is not much 
my Way to give any, and leſs to commit them 
* to Paper; but you are one of my Friends, and 
4 thought'1 it my Duty to ſpeak to you as ſuch. 
: Cons1DERING our Views, - the ſhorter 
„Stay you make in a furniſhed Houſe, the better. 
% That is not the Place, where I would ves you 
make your firſt Acquaintance, 
Mx Morality will appear to you righd 4 but 
© methinks, in your Situation, I would lay aſide 
* all Ornaments. Your Age may hurt you; and it 
concerns you to obſcure it. For the ſame Reaſon, 
* ket me recommend Cireumſpection to you in the 
4+. Choice of your Friends of both Sexes, | I would 


cc 


* have you more intent on the Reputation of your 
755 Lens, than of your og” By all Means make 


© uſe 


+ } 
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ee T le Eyprefiions 3 and eſpecially, 


* avoi e though more ſigni- 
4 1 2 beg of you not to be carrie 
« away. with the nh ay tm of diſplaying your 
* Exydition,/ In would have you at firſt 

taken up only with the.Care of taiſing a ſolid Repu- 
* „ pn without any Study to pleaſe by Charms 

Graces, But I apprehend that my laſt Maxim 

* claſhes with Nature. ITbe Deſire of Pleaſing 
* may, goſſibly be natural to, your Sex. Without 

invert he Order of Things, ſeek to pleaſe: only. 
© by Sugplicity. Let there be nothing of AﬀeCta- 
tion in your Manners, 

„ Exovct for this Time, and 7 perhax too much, 
„Adieu, Mademoiſelle ; 1 deſire yon boys r 
* that: you may atall Times depend on me. 


--Tx1s Letter. feAly ſhewed. the. 88 
which Monfieur De Silly. had for me. I was very 
much moved at the great Friendſhip and real Con- 
cern fot my Conduct which it expreſſed: But I was 
offended, | that he ſhould ſuſpect me of Fondneſs 
for Pleakin wy ; and that he ſhould miſtake, for a 
what J only had with regard to him. 
ad not conceal: this Reſentment in my Anſwer. 
He thought that his Advice had diſpleaſed me, as 
lainly ' appears from the Letter which I received 
rom him two Days alter; ; 1 5 it was d 7 


” MADEMOISELLE, 


4 Lower, has produced in you Ns Effect ; 

4 hich I imagined. ; and I could not for bear 

00 Lacke at the od. reading of It, Phe or 
r 
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* firſt Motion of Perſons of Wit, and conſequently 
of Vanity, is, I believe, to reluct againſt Advice, 
© as intimating a Superiority. 
Au little ſurprized- that you were ſo diſ- 
pleaſed at the Surmiſe I had, that you could aim 
* Pleaſing; and there, indeed, your Wannen 
is well groundet. 
- * AgTER this, thougb with your Le, I can 
* 9 bring myſelf to think, that Women have 
„ ſome Diſpoſitions towards it. To ſpeak ſeriouſly ; 
I did not mean as you took it. The Charms and 
*© Graces were thoſe of your Mind, 1 am certain 
that your Diſcourſe will al ways be adapted to 
your Company. But when thoſe with whom 
* one has been uſed to live are Perſons of Wit 
* and Learning, one eaſily contracts a Cuſtom of 
uſing certain Terms. Aſter all, I am thoroughly 
M  Perſuaded;! that you do not ſtand in Need of Ad- 
* yice. Adieu, Mademoiſelle; and 1 "bg you 
* would rely: on me, above ab re Body. N 21: 9991 f 
i) ie ib Yo ce 
Maren De Gren arrived at Paris 040 ber 
Niece ſome Days aſter me. On the Road, they met 
the Marchioneſs De Silly, who was rr ho) 
ſettle ' there, and enter herſelf in the Siſter 
of Miramion. I was with Madame De Grieu' at 
à Brother's of hers. + He had not imbibed the Preju- 
dices of the others againſt me, and we ſtay d very 
ehearfully at his Houſe in 1 Marais, ill 2 Con- 
vent offer d. Rn 2110 Neo. 
I nap a Siſter, 8 was with the 8 De 
14 Feri. She came to ſee me. Some Years: before 
ſhe had taken a Journey to Rouen, purely to be 
— with wy for before we had never 2 
eac 
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each * At that Time ſhe was vexed at the 
. of our Situations; the Reſpet ſhewn 
to me Siſters, and the extreme Indulgence 
of. the Abet with the Regard paid to every little 
Command of mine, diſpleaſed her: And the Civility 
ſne wn to herſelf, being only Arguments of the Sway 
J bore, encreaſed her Vexation. She had a natural 
Kind of Wit, a-free Carriage, and a tolerable Perſon, 
The Light in which ſhe. viewed me, could not 


but awaken her Indignation; but when ſhe ſaw 


me: fallen from my Glory, Nature returned. She 
expreſſed a great deal of Affection, and gave me 
_ ane and Linnen, of. which 1 now began to 
be a little bare. 
Arx laſt we met with a Convent. This was La 
Preſentation * where, Mademoiſelle De Grieu and 


_—_ a to be received at a low Rate, I had 


remaining to pay a. Quarter, at 2 End 
A ac 1 ſaw no forthe 


dies 1 m the Time. 8 

Waun I was on the "Recortty, and almoſt in 
Deſpaie; my Siſter came to ſee me; and, with great 
Tranſports: of Joy, congratulated with me on the 
Fortune which ſhe 1magined was now | before me. 
She. told me; that going 10 2 | with her 
Dutcheſs, the. had informed her that ſhe had a 
youbger Siſter, brought up remarkably; well in a 
Country-Convent. "The ſaid, W I Koew: * 111 
N JVC 


Hopes of dyi HIPS but I was W re One never 
7 


2 * Aue eder of- 13 codec * hes in u 4625, 


in Honour of the Virgin Mary's Preſentation; or being 


| 2 to the Prieſt to be initiated into the ** 


| r Reſource, A little 
— its Period L was taken ſo ill, that 1. had ſome 


a 
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could be known; and enumerated to her Grace the 
Sciences, which ſhe pretended I was Miſtreſs of, 
but murthering the Names of them. My Siſter, 
as knowing nothing, readily believed that I knew 
a vaſt deal. The Dutcheſs, who was no wiſer 
than herſelf, believed every Word, and thought 
me a Prodigy. In the whole World there was not 
a Perſon more ardent in her Fancies. She arrived 
at Verſailles with her Mind full of this ſuppoſed 


| Prodigy, which ſhe cried up in all Companies; and 


eſpecially at Madame De Ventadour's *, her Siſter, 
where the Cardinal De Rohan then was. Her Ima- 
gination became inflamed by the Warmth of her 


Elocution, and ſhe ſaid a hundred Times more 


than had been told her. Such an extraordinary 
Treaſure was to be ſecured. The Dauphine was til 
living, and thought to be pregnant; and if ſhe 
brought a Daughter into the World, 'it was imagined 
1 could aſſiſt in her Education, In the mean time 
I was to be ſent to Fouarre, to be about Meſde- 
moiſelles De Roban, who were all three there, in 
order to make ſo many Maſter· pieces of them. 

My Siſter, after this Narrative, told me that '1 
muſt by all Means wait upon her Lady and thank 
her: That ſhe was to return to Verſailles that very 


Day; and, after paying My Duty, 1 ſhould tmme- 


diately return. I was not Miſtreſs of a Gown fit 
to make my Appearance in, that I borrow'd one 
for a few Hours of a Boarder in the Convent; and, 
after paſſing through my Siſter's nice Hands, I went 
with her. We got to the Dutcheſs's juſt at her 
awakening. She was highly delighted at the Sight 
of me; ſaid a thoufand Things in my Praiſe; as, 

| | : Fg | ; | in 


* Then Governeſs to Lewis XV. 
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in the Height of her Prepoſſeſſion, how could ſhe 
judge — After a few Queſtions on her 
Side, and ſome very plain and poſſibly inſipid 


Anſwers on mine; Bleſs me,” ſaid ſhe, never 


Creature talked ſo finely! She comes juſt in the 
« Nick of Time to wiite a Letter for me to Mon- 
« fieur Deſmarets, which I muſt ſend him imme- 
* diately. Come, Mademoiſelle, ſome Paper ſhall 
* be brought to you; and you need only write.“ 
« But what muſt I write, Madam ?“ anſwer d I; 
much out of . Countenance, ** You may. give it 
* what Turn you pleaſe ; it muſt be right. I 
* jnſiſt on hp ompiying with what I ask,” © But 
** Madam,” replied I, ſtill I ſhould know what 
« you would ſay to him.“ No, no, you under- 
we ſtand me.” What could J gather from ſuch 
vague Sallies? But it was in vain to infiſt on any 
further Explanation. At laſt, connecting the broken 
Sentences which came from her, I pretty nearly gueſs'd 
the Matter in Hand, This was but one Part 
of my Task ; for I was ure unacquainted with 
the Cuſtoms and Ceremonials of the great World, 
and I very well perceived that ſhe would not diſtin- 
guiſh a Fault of Ignorance, from the Want of good 
Senſe. However, the Paper I took; and, while 


| ſhe was getting up, fell to writing, merely by Con- 
jecture. At length I finiſhed the Letter; and, with 


pitating Heart for the Succeſs of it, went and 


A 
delivered it to her. Well,” cry'd ſhe, this is 


juſt the Whole of what 1 was for ſaying to him. 


«c 
.** "Tis really ftrange that ſhe ſhould hit my 
Thoughts ſo well. Hetty, your Siſter is a ſur- 


1 prizing Girl. Oh! ſince ſhe has ſuch a Knack 


at Writing, I muſt have another Letter to my 


Steward ; 
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« Steward; that may be diſpatch'd while I dreſs.” 

There was no asking a ſecond Time what ſhe 
intended to ſay. A Torrent of Words iſſued from 
her Mouth with a Rapidity, which all my Attention 
could 75 pace with; and I was ſtill more em- 
batraſſed with this ſecond Eſſay. She had named 
her Counſellor. and her Attorney, who conſtituted 


a great Part of this Letter. They were both utterly 


unknown to me, and unfortunately I took the Name 
of the one for that of the other. The Buſineſs is 
well couched,” faid ſhe, after reading my Letter; 
„ but how could a Girl of your Wit, call my Coun- 
4 ſellor by my Attorney's Name? By this ſhe 
diſcover'd the Limits of my Genius: Yet, by good 
Fortune, it did not entirely loſe me in her Eſteem, 
By the Time I had finiſhed theſe Diſpatches, ſhe 
was dreſſed, and now-in a Hurry to be at V. ere 
I follow'd her to her Coach; and, when ſhe had 
ſeated herſelf, and my Siſter, whom ſhe took with 
her, had got in, juſt as the Door was ſhutting, and 
I began to breathe a little ; ** Suppoſe,” ſaid ſhe to 
my Siſter, © I ſhould take her with us? Come, 
„jg, in, Mademoiſelle ; I'll ſhew you to Madame 
Be Ventadour.” This Order was a Thunder- 
clap to me; and what eſpecially went to my Heart, 
was the Cloaths borrowed only for two Hours, 
but in which now 1 feared 1 was to be carried all 
over the World; and 'twas pretty nearly ſo, But 


4 


under all my Perturbation, there was no going beck. 


Tbe Time for having a Will of my own, and op- 
poſing that of others, was now over. So in I got 
with a heavy Heart, yet did ſhe not perceive it, aud 
her Tongue was not a Moment ftill all the Way, 


Ohe faid at once am Things, which had no 


Manner 
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Manner of Relation; yet there was ſo much Nature, 
Vivacity and Grace in her Expreſſion, that one could 
not but be in ſome, Meaſure delighted. After a 
long String of Quetyons, without: giving N 5 
to anſwer, To be ſure,” ſaid ſhe, ** as you Know 
* ſo nary THe, you. underſtagd. caſting a N ati- 
« vity. There's nothing, in my Mind, comes up 
to that. I told her that 1 had not the lea 
Idea of that Science; “ And Why,“ anfwer d ſhe, 
learn ſo many, which are of no Uſe?“ 1 plaioly 
aſſured her, that I ad neyer, learned any ; but, 
without minding. me, ſhe now was running on in 

Praiſe of Geomancy, Chiromancy, Oc, related to me 
ſeveral Predictions concerning her, but of which 
the Accompliſhment was to come. Theſe: were fol- 
lowed by a thouſand memorable. Stories on this 
Head ; concluding with, her: laſt Night's. Dream. 
and fome others, eqoaly ſtriking, all which were 
certainly to come to pals... Tifened to, the Whole 
with great Submiſſion, but little Faith. At length 
the Coach ſtopred. My Siſter and I were ordered 
to go to her Apartment, and we ſhould find her 
at Madame De YVentadour's, whither The went down. 
Her Lodgings were in the upper Story of the Palace, 
that I, muſt have remained by the Way, had not a 
robuſt Servant of the Dutcheſe , Mol AASA OH 
who followed us, fairly carried me up in his Arms, 
This Fatigue of Body and Mind threw me aug, 


* 


Depreſſion, under which one perceives litile, an 
thinks leſs. I had not clearly underſtood what the 
Dutcheſs ſaid about preſenting me te Madame De 
Ventadour; and my Sifter being equally in the Dark, 
F thought all I had to do, was to ſtay till ſhe ſent 
. for me, Thus we continued in her Apartment till 
«i e N Evening, 


3 
4 
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Evening, when ſhe came quite in a. Rage that her 
Oilers had not been complied with. They had 
not been clearly expreſſed, but this was not a Repre- 
ſentation to be made to her. She had meant that 
we ſhould come to her, and this we had not done. 

I, in a'reſpe&ful Silence, heard her Complaints, Re- 
e and afl the Explofions of an unreſtrained 
Impetuoſity. At length The became appeaſed, and 
thought only of the next Day; ſaying, ſhe would 
Herſelf carry me to her Siſter's, Here I ſaw a quite 
different Perſon, The Serenity and Sweetneſs of her 
Countenance, ſpoke- the Compoſure and Equality 
of her Mind. She received me with all imaginable 
Condeſcenſion; talked to me about my Mother, 
who had been Governeſs to her Daughter: The 
Eſteem ſhe had for her; the very good Character 
ſhe had heard of me; and of her Intention to find 
me a ſuitable Place. I was after wards admitted to ſee 
the Duke De Breragne, who was then living; and 
his preſent Mazeſty, then but juſt. born. f muſt 
alſo” ſee the principal Ornaments of Verſailles; ſo 
was "dragged about every where, that I thought 
1 ſhould” have dropped down with Wearineſs. 
Tux Dutcheſs De Ja Fertè had already made 
ſuch a Stir About me, that I was become an Object 
of Curioſity ; a thouſand People flocking about 
me, Je hve 2 Sed of one, ere me, and an 
me Queſtions. 10 finiſh the Day's Ramble, it was 
Her Pleaſure 1 ſhould be at the King's Supper; and, 
fingling me out among the Croud, he cauſed me to 
be taken notice of by the Duke of Burgundy, and, 
duting. a good Part of che Supper, talked to him 
about my tr Talents and Literature. This 
was not all; the Day following, being gone to the 
oy FS Dutch ſe 
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* Here, Madam, is 2 Perſon. I was ſpeaking o 


Menoias W 
ſhe. ſent ſor a. thier. 


& you. of, IKE much Wit, and knows. ſo 


X Tad y Things. Come, Mademoilſeſe, ſpeak. You'll 


** ſee, Madam, how ſhe talks.” She n me 


in 2 Heſitation bout anſwering, and thought of 
helping me, as the 
hummed over to a Singer, Let us have a Word 
or two about Religion,” ſaid ſne; then you 


Beginning of a Song is ſometimes 


«ſhall talk of ſomething elſe.” There is no ex- 


preſſing the Confuſion 1 . under, chat I don't 


ſo much as remember how I acquitted myſelt. 

Tuts ridiculous Scene was repeated in other 
Houſes, whither 1 was carried ; ſo that I ſaw I was 
to be walk d about like a Monkey, or ſome other 


Creature, which ſhows Tricks at a Fair, I had 
rather have been ſwallow'd up in the Earth = 
than continue to act ſuch a Part. Poſſibly there 19 


ſome Reaſon for reproach ing my ſelf with my exceſ- 
five Concern, to be thus expoſed ; as it, in a. great 
Meaſure, ſtifled any Senſe of be 1 owed to the 


Motive of ſo many fantaſtical 13 which 


Was no other than A itate Defire of dou me 
Good, precip ng. 


I BAD now {| three or four Da s under theſe | 


ſhocking Perambulations, when the Dutcheſs came 


home one Evening, thundering againſt Madame 


Ventadaur and the Cardinal De 1 Rohan, that 
did not come to any Concluſion. concerning me. Rey 


ſary, an 


10 placing me at Jouarre, an Allowance was neceſ- 
3 * Body woull pay it. 


** Well,” ſays 


ſhe to my Siſter, © 4 face they are as they are = 
* muſt 2 be leſt to their own Humours. 3 am 


6 * enough to e her RE without apply-- 
ing 
1 ut] 4 1 


e. 
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1 ing to chem. She ſhall be in my Houſe, and 
«that will be better for her than any other.” This 
was the orfly ITHing 1 dreaded. Accordingly 1 
ane fitent and motionleſs. © In her extreme 
Agitation, ſhe- took no Notice of my Immobility ; 


| 0 my Siſter, When we were alone, very rationally 


ed me for it. I owned to her, that my 
—— againſt ſuch a Situation, and the Fear of 


ſaying any Thing which might bind me, had ſuſ- 


my Power of 8p. 

Tun Dutcheſs De Ja Ferre was fo ebe at her 
Lilter, that ſhe determin'd to ſet out the next Day; 
and now I bop d that I ſhould ſoon be in my quiet 

again, having never fo much longed to fee 
tmyſelF-rhere': : But my Travels were not yet over. 
Dutcheſs told me 'ſhe was going to Scaue, and 
t'ſhe intended to carry me thither to ſhew me to 
Monfeer De Malefien; than whom there could not 
be a better Judge of my Merit. Here was freſh 'Oc- 
casten of Anguiſh, chat 1 vas an ep d be exhibited, 
on a new Stage. | IAN 
Bron E the ſer" our. [ks Abbe Dr'Vertir, | 
Relation and intimate Acquaintance, who' le 
to be at Verſailles, paid her a Viſit. She order d 
Eaſy:Chair to be ſet for him, and left me to ſtand, as 
Me — d to take a Pleafh re in doing, when there 
was 10h. der To pu Ech the Looks of demure 
Sound fore one ks had always paid me'the 
loweſt? Homage was more than 1 could bear, that 
] abruptly wwithdrew- into a Cloſet, where my Abjec- 
tion drew ſome Tears from me. 

In the Afternoon we went to Saus, and the 
Dutcheſs De Ia Ferte, ſtill full of her Gbject, did 
not fail talking of me with Exceſs; But the 9 | 

F'y | * n 


Da, Maine,' who beſides being 


tolerably well verſed. A Deſire to oblige the 


had to Exaggeration, pp to 
me ſome good Office, led him to confirm all the 


E M O = of 43. 
acquainted, with her 
Exaggerations, feldom lends an Ear to what does not* 


concern ' herſelf, - ſcarce minded what ſhe. ſaid 
 ſhow-me to Ker ſhe would, and the other in Gem. : 


plaiſanee at length conſemed, but beſtowed very little. 


of her invaluable. Time in tak ing Notice of- me. 
Madame De. 4a. Ferte, ſeeing nothing came of this 
Trial, deſired Monſieur De Maleſieu to come and 
ſee mme at her Houſe, and. diſcourſe me. He was a 
long Time with me, and —..— a Variety of ra- 
tional, Subjects ; in all which, it ſeems, he found me 


Dutchels, De! Je Ferte, a like Propenſty 


ps a Willingneſs 


- 


Wonders which ſhe was every where relating about 
me. This Teſtimony advantageouſly; diſtinguiſhed 


me at a Court, where. Monfieur Oe Maleſitus Deci- 


fions commanded the like implicit Deference, as thoſe 
of Pythagorgs among. his Di ciples. The 8 Diſ- 
were huſhed at. once, by his Ie Dixit. He 
d Lwar an extraordinary Perſon It was l 
inis mote than enough. No Word of mine fell to 
Ground. Many could not ſufficiently admire 

- Baron, the famous Actor, who had; left the 


| Pars Stage near thirty Years, had then'a Company 


at Sg As he ſet up for 5 he came to pry in- 
to mine ; and, im one of his Viſits, told me with a 


Fneer, that the next Night they. ſhould, play Les 


Femmes, SCauantes; 2 2 5 e Ha ow" # 
72 n 


A Comedy of Mbolier's ad thought to bl Vritten 
in Rinicule of Madame Dacier, ho had compoſed a 


Dillertation, to ſhow the Sopentefiry: of Plaritas's Amiphy- 


trion above that of Aoliere s. 
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And that he made no Doubt but I ſhould be there; 
I, anſwer'd him ſo, as to give him to underſtand. he 
would not play me. N 1h ss 
Tnoven I was ppeated at Sea with a 88 
abave my Rank; and not a Day paſſed, without Plays 
and Diverſions; yet, being in Body and Mind 0 7 
to ſuch 2. Ma of Living, it was quite inſupportable 
to me. The Dutcheſs De Ia Ferte, 70 from 
perceiving it, was continually. praifing me, that 1 
could ſo "adapt myſelf to the Ways of the World, 
and ſet, up late; join in whatever was/pt and 
never be out of Order. But very far was I from 
being what I ſtrove to appear. 1 was naturally of a 
weak. Conſtitution, which was not mended by the 
8 Care taken to indulge i it. It was, tobe ſure, an 
Overſight. in my beſt Friends, to bring me . ting . 


Manner ſo very re to my Dot, and it is 
this Which If Edge. to; t nent Altera- 
tions, and proved the moſt) fal Wee 


of my Life. ; 

Ax laſt the Dutchefs De. = "Forts xeturned. 2 
25 arts: 3 4 bog, as my great Joy, brought me again % 

At parting, ſhe was very laviſh 
— Careſſes; Ws dffur'd me, that if my Affair was 
not brought” to a ſpeedy: Concluſion, ſhe would take 
other Meaſures : But that, whatever was the Event, 
1 Ahould.;not. be long without ſeeing her. I waz 
25 5 y;4, at finding myſelf again with Madams 
rien and her Niece, whom I entertained with 
2a Recital of my Adventures. Mademoiſells Ds 
1 now — qualified for Friendſhip. 1 
'd upon her as my Daughter; for, when taken 

from Nurſe, ſhe had been put in the Convent as 
my particular Pupil, to humour the Powerful Taſte 


_ 
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L bed, even in my" Childhood, for ales 
But in this I have not been more fortunate than 
Plato, who could not ſo much as find a Village to 
Aſtabliſh his Laws in! No Body would "liften to 
Tere Fe 17 24 young Nieee, ho im- 
be Jellepſy of her Family againſt me; and 

e we the Friend i of her Aut, till 
4 — able · o K BHO t was not uhworthy r it! 
ſterwards wee became more iritimately united, than 
ever Ihave been Wäth auy Perform. 
"My Convent Was not far from Ai abt whither 

1 fome! lines went to vifit the Marchioneſs De Buy, 


One Day T ound there her Son, Who had oy taken 


Haris ih his "Way: This vnexpected Meet — 
mea” wolt fene Joy: All the Agitations "which 
my Mind had tindergone fince my laſt Sight of him, 


had nt diſpofſeſſeck him of it. That ſupreme Idea 


had ever maintain' d its Place, and the Power of affect. - 
8 hy 1 and this e g : 
en 1 uard from any Sed ucęments 1 
S ©. WAR: bn ptible 
. Phe ter vie, W. Mort, arid the "Wha 3 
e had; the Mother alſo Was preſent: "wy t we 
50 ioquhe(forgor; e ACHE Las d 
A FE Da 4 after my Return, the Doicheſ De 
a Ferte, [whoſe Mind —— on me, Tent me Tyme 
Songs of" Moen Dy LD, and di cted me 


to give ber à Leiter + 9 2 dls Subj, ich "ſhe 


Ce geliver ol him. L.writ; but Whit," 


remember. probably an EO of 


Praiſes ; for 1 it Pro we the olowing Painpous | 


Anfwer. 1 1 f 7 4 
n 2109740 © 9713 ai 20 (1276 : 510 {1 ee 1031 
*} #% 12 err 2 Tore 1 * 771401 ken: 29 82 
Ev; &> 4 "© &* 1 . E %e , £# $- $3 (7 p 7 Ss 4-5 Map 


| bad 4 


* * by 7 ” 
J car ear wc eo. oO» a>. @ 


—_— — 


Madame PE, STA 
. 2 "F 4 N. 4 ; * 7 * * 


F : 
* 1 ee 


A 


» 
* 
69 
wy 39 
1A. 


” 8 F 3 - B 19 ? 
A Int MST Aa I Lie (8g 
; 5 9 
3 7 * . * F £ . be * ” "I ; E A 
N 4 : ; : {3 4 20 16.4 P Ls 'S e Ji £3 $345) OT Et: 2 (3? 2 1141 aa 4 J 1 
„ MADEMOISELLE by WL | ff 
4 2 i999 22 Fo gfe ba * 1 7 3 5 2 h £17 n 


lünen 
„HE Dutcheſs De Ja Ferte's Departure 
„ & this Morning, without my being acquainted N 
with it, has depri ved me of the 49 of 4 
* ſending you the Thanks I owe you, for the excel- / 
** lent Letter with which you have honour'd me. 
I certainly ' ſtood in Need of her Mediation to re- 


*« commend my Acknowledgements.; whereas what 


* ſhe deliver'd me from you, being in itſelf infinitely 
valuable, N have been welcome from any 


Hands. That her Grace had ſent yon my Songs 
n bt jor Canine 


„give me infinite Pleaſure; and I am not ſo much 
my own Enemy, as to oppoſe a Judgement ſo ſure 
BB ⁵Ä„yQ to, bee tagin: 
„ Having fo far convinced me of the Preciſion 
* and Infallibility of ur Judgement, that I cannot 
, diſſent from, it ; fo, from the Knowledge you 
* muſt have of yourſelf, let me know what am to 


© think of your Merit: As ſuperior Geniuſes, I 
© yours, hv. be miſtaken - themſelves, and 955 
** to themſelves. that Juſtice which they, with ſo 
** much Pleaſure, do to others, nothing is more 
open to them than their own Penetration; and 
the greateſt Effort of their Modeſty ſhould: only 
* be, to thank the firſt Cauſe, the eternal Creator of 
Spirits, for his Bounty to them. There is not 
that Perſon living, Mademoiſelle, who is more 
** obliged to him than yourſelf; and, for my Part, I 
, © am infinitely obliged to the Dutcheſs De Ja 
* Ferte, for diſcovering to me ſuch a rich Treaſure. 


* Happy 
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Happy ſhall I think myſelf in being permitted 
bor „ ſometimes to approach it; and, once in my Life, 


to prove, by my OR "the Efteem and _ 
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"Taz Datchefs De Is Firtd, highty pleafed with 
the 51 2 255 Letter, ſoon after came to * me 


n Gne te h 1 was e 5 2 
e „ moſt I of Women, without 
ny Complaint touſneſs. © Such was the 


"Pres 92 her Acecdien for me! She expreſſed a 


reat deal of Pleaſure at ſeeing me again. I was 
Kuß enfible ſhe had a real Kindneſs for me, and 1 could 


"have wiſhed: to have been able en attach myſelf to 


Her 777 her Way of Living was too oppoſite to m 
Way of Thinking: Then ay” were . 

Titences, I hi bers ſhould have been the laſt 
Ti ouſe” I would have choſen. ' Louiſon, an elderly 


' fottherly-het Chamber-Maid, now Regent 
"of t whole ouſe, would not have brooked the 
e intended me; and even my Siſter would 


mot fee them, without an envious Eye: And 
HBerkin here ſeemed to me ſuch 4 Source of .endleſs 
| . ee fo contrary: to wy Temper, that I could 


72 put up with any Thing; fo 1 made a 
cfolition,” hatever might be the Confequence, 
avoid that Rock, and in all my IFRS of 
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Gratitude not to 4 a Word which dane that 
W | itt St | 
3 the — time, as. 1. was not wWühgpt Ho 
that ſomething would be done, oh i 0 ge 
ing a little Money, to continue, "paying for 
—_ Convent. his 1 had of b. Mandeur _— 
my oldeſt Friend. | +3, jU 3 A 226M 1191 
. Taz io: n ertainments and D Diner 
ſiong of , Seaux, , were. Aittle to my Taſte. 
Dutcheſs ſeldom went thither without 2 0 [IP 
always ſaw there Monſieur Maleſi Fea whoſe er 
hi * perfectly anſwerable 10 th e Bae en, 
tter. TR MF 2 
E Dutcheſs, always 8 a go 0 
Pref entation, though ſometimes; at u 


nable 
Hogs lor the Convent... The. Acta) Madan 


3% 
eralles, in : her ex ing Good 
Se bee 
among the, „ Ai big AC 21 4 2 


herſelf, come e ch he Door, to 
"ALL, the brilliant r from $ 
7 entadour, began to | FS 5 be] dingl, 105 
Roban, 7a8- 1 Evaſion Fats e 
Wege a Spital Point, and ght t be era ming in 
Being known, to have, con verſed th, Monſieur, 
Fauięne lie. Enquiry was 255 * him, comering 
my Opimons. „He anfwer d, that all ;he;knew Mas, 
that. I had. been brought oP in a Convent eg 
to the 1 ; This Teſtimony not 
e the Abbe De Freſſan, fines Abba 
uen, was cgmmiſſioned to, queſtion , me z 
Dutcheſs; De,{a.Ferte's Hou, 4 Paris e 
— m this Sqlemaity, thi all 8 aſſi 
This was mak ind 4 very {e rigus "wk oh it by act 
ever, the Examination was intermixed del wp 
1 ntr y, 
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Pleafantry, as gained me the good Will 1er my 
. Examiner, and he made a Report greatly in wy 
Favour ; 5 Put nothing came of it. 

Tux Potcheſs grew more LA don inelined to 
take me into her Family; yet durſt not, for fear of 
diſpleaſing Mrs. Zowi/on, to whom ſhe had not hi- 
therto made known her Intent ion. 1 lay there one 
Night, 1 N know upon what Oceaſion; but the 

\ romp I ſaw of the Caſt and Oeconomy of the Houſe, / 
more I dreaded to make one in it; and the more 
pleaſed was 1 with the certain Obſtacle againſt my 
e 7 
TRE Abbe De pertor was hen at Paris, and 
 ſoryetiimes carne to ſee me at my Conyent. One Day, 
as we were at # Parlour” which had ſeveral ſeparate 
fates, 1 ſaw him bow to a-Gentleman at another of 
ofe Grates ; and, ask ing him who it was, he faid,. 
. Iris Monfieut B Verney, the fatnous Austomiſt. * 
I bad read his Works, and fignified to the Abbẽ how 
mueh l eſteemed him. Upon that the Abbè beckon'd 
to him te come vp, and brought us acquainted, Da 
Ferney: thai whom no Man ever had more Vivacity, 
raviſhedd ut © of 1 — for or with which lie ow 
me prepoſſefl took a' mighty Fancy to me. Bein 
intimate wich Madame Du Nauen who lodge 
— to the Royal Phyfick-Garden where he lived, 
was not long in acquainting her with the Diſcovery 
he had made in —_ hbourhood ; and adviſed her 
: As, uſe of it. This ſhe the more teadily em- 


as in ſuch a Bye- part of the Town ſhe On at 

for Company. He came to me, in her Name, 
with an Invitation to Dinner; and that the nexl Da 

ſhe would ſend her Coach to fetch me. I knew very 

c 
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y ner was ſomething out of Cuſtom: ut, on the other | 

y Hand, I was not in a Situation to ſtand upon Puncti- | 
| hos. - Aoquatntance I wanted; and even Friends, ik | 

o ſuch were io be procured. I was beſi des in a Haſte, N 

of which would not admit of the Retardments of putty 

1 Fomniliii ahh im oa 08 | 

de Tus | went to dine with Madame De Vauuray, 1 

1e and was very well entertain d. Her Viſage had ſome- 1 

e, thing odd in it, but it wrong'd her admirable Mind. 1 

re She li ved in a handſome Houſe built by herſelf, had i 

y a great Number of Servants, a Table delicately ferv'd ( 

1 and every Thing ſuitable : And beſides the heautif 1 

&@ ' Walks: in her own Garden, {ire had! a Key into the 3 

v, King's, which communicated with hers. All pleaſed p 

te me fo, as to be glad that [he would oſten gend for Y 

of me, and now and then to make ſome Stay; chere i 

d,, And it was not long before; I had a ſenond b itien 

** when ſhe kept me ſeveral Days. My Dutchiſs Was, 1 

* believe, at Fauntainbleau, and I free. Madame De 

d Vauuray, by reaſon of the Remateneſa oi her Houſe, 

2 ſnaw little Company; but it was of the beſt;; Fer- 

Y, run, her Nephew, 4 Man of :a:verychtentaiinng Wit, 

d Vas oſten there; alſo: Du Jernay, When Bubneſs 

5 would permit him. Ia fine, I way exceedingly de- ; 

lighted there, and tolerably well liked. Mouſleur 


De Vuu pray himſelf, tho! wanting in Complaiſaneę 
10 his Wiſe, aſſired me, that the uſtener I came: the 
more welcome I ſhould be. However, one Day, 
vhen he had iuvited at great deal of Company toldine, 
among others the Dukes Ye da Hruillade and Roban. 
and the Abbe De Buy; Madame De Hauri, 
apprehenſi ve whether it was proper to bring a Sttan- 
ger into ſuch Company, ſaid to her Hasband, that as 
1- obſerved. the Cloiſter Diet, I eee her 
22175 G 4 dom, 
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Room, and ſhe ſtay with me. This was ſoftening 
the Mortification as far as poſſible, and I received it 
without taking Notice. I begg'd of her to dine with 
the Company, and aſſured her that I could ęat very 
contentedly by myſelf. Stay with me ſhe would: 
But on fitting down to Table, ſhe was enquired after. 
Monſieur De Vanvray ſaid, that ſhe had with her a 
Perſon,” who not being yet ſufficiently uſed to the 
Wotld, ſne was to dine with her. Word came, that 
ber Company and mine were deſired. There was a 
neral Chearfulneſs at Table, and the Converſation 
ttectly agreeable, I ſaid ſome Things that drew 
the Attention of the whole ' Company upon me. I 
did not „ ene this little Triumph gave me 
the more (Pleaſure; as it juſtified the introducing. me, 
and te venged me of the contrary Intention. After- 
wards there-was-no further Heſitation about me; and 
Laws, 1 ſuppoſe, good Company at that Time: 
Mo I can no longer ſee: any Veſtiges of it in me, I 
conoeĩve that fuck a Thing may have been. Thirty 
Years at leaſt had gone over my Head ; and my Wit, 
cho ever middling, was put in Action, and animated 
he moit urgent Motives; as the Deſire of Re- 
ard. and even of a Subſiſtenddeeee. 
en As indebted to Madame De Fatvray for a 
Pretty ae both among the Faſhion- 
able and the Literary. She carried me along with 
Heri to ſe veral Houſes, which many others poſſibly 
«would; not have ventured on, for one ſo deſtitute as I 
Avas gf every Thing which recommends a Perſon to 
dhe World: And the Manner of ber introducing me, 
procured me every where the gteateſt Civility and 
K indneſs. One Day as the Abbè De St. Pierre and 
Monßeur De Foritc):clle 'dined with her, and I was 
100.41 89 | 


00. there, 


thing ſuitable to my f tt del 


entirely approved of it; 
utmoſt to ſer ve me, and WI 
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there, the Diſcourſe fell on my Situation, and of the 


Means to place me in a creditable Settlement. This 
Abbe, the Friend and Delight of Mankind, moved 
for propoſing me to the Princeſs, to be about Made- 


moiſelle De Clermont, whom ſhe had taken with her; 
and to whom ſhe ſeemed to intend a better Education, 
than is generally given to Princeſſes. He ſaid, that 
the Abbe Couture was already appointed for teaching 


her Hiſtory, and ſeveral Things ſuitable to her Sex 


and Rank; and that I might be propoſed, as capable 
of afliſting ſuch Views, and forwarding her in the 
Sciences, which ſhe was to learn: That I muſt apply 


to Monſieur Maleſieu, whom I uſed often to ſee at 


.Seaux, and defire him to make the Overture to her 
Royal Highneſs, with a good Character of me. 


Amipsr all my ſhort Excurſions to Madame 


De YVauvray's, I took Care to have ſuch Iutelligence 


of the Dutcheſs De la Ferte's Motions, as to be 


always at home in my Convent, when ſhe came for 
me. Had ſhe known that I went abroad for any 
-other but herſelf, I don't know what the Conſequence 


might have been. ; Fats; 
Soon after the good Abbe's Scheme for my Set- 


tlement, ſhe carried me to Scaux: And Monſieur 
De Maleſieu came, 


s uſual, to ſee me; I then 
let him know the NeedIood in of a Place, ſome- 
Life; and intimated my 
View, with regard to Mai elle De Clermont. He 
8 promiſed to do his 
mall Diſpatch poſſible. 
Ir was not above an Hour before I ſaw him again, 
when he told me, with an eager, Joy, that in going 
about my Affair he had — another, which he 
thought better; that it _ in his Mind to procure 
| | 2 me 
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me the Dutcheſs Du Maine s Recommendation to 
the Princeſs ; and that when he asked it, the fard 
10 him: * But, Sir, if this young Woman be of ſuch 
extraordinary Merit, Why diſpoſe of her to my 
ieee? would it not be better to keep her for 
* myſelf?'“ That he made anſwer, ſhe could 
never ſute herſelf better ; that I was fit for any Thing ; 
and that I ſhould be of great Uſe to Madame De 
.Malefieu, his Wife, Governeſs to Mademoiſelle Di. 
Maine, as an Aﬀiſtant in the Cares ſhe took of her Edu- 
cation, That her Grace replied, © The Duke Du 
** Maine muſt be brought to allow of this additional 
Expence 55 Þ | BOY. . 
Tais Propoſal, of all Things, ſuited my Views, 
that ] was over-joyed at it, and gave Monfieur Male- 
fieu a thouſand Thanks. What you have now to 
do, ſaid he, is to acquaint the Dutcheſs De la Ferre 
of tt; adding, that the Dutcheſs Du Maine would 
herſelf make the Affair known to her, and that all 
would ſoon be ſettled. She did fo, but the Dutcheſs 
De la Ferte flew into a Flame; ſaying, That a Per- 
ſon whom ſhe had pitched 4 for herſelf, to be 
the Solace of her Life, ſhould not thus be ſeduced 
from her. The Dutcheſs Du Maine anſwer'd, That 
by what was told her, ſhe had concluded that a 
Place was wanted for meg ind conſequently, that ſhe 
had no Thoughts of ing me. The — 
| | De 


- * Porn Counteſs De The olois, qEDavghter of that 
Prince of Conde, commonly and de ſervediy call'd, The 
Great Conde. His Countenance is ſaid ro have had ſome 
Reſemblance to that of an Eagle, and thus was expreſ- 
five of his Ardour and Intrepidity. He was alſo pof- 
ſeh'd of an infinite. deal of Wir, and very amiable in 
private Life. Died about 1694. 
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De la Ferte, after giving full Vent to her Complaints, 
concluded with ſaying, That ſhe would, not have 
me againſt her Will, but that I ſhould be made to 
ſpeak my Mind. 1 . oy 
Tals was what Monfieur De Maleſieu came for the 
third Time the ſame Day to inform me of, and I was 
thunder-ſtruck at it. This Evening,” ſaid he, 
you are to explain yourſelf ; ſo conſider what you 
© will fay.” * Do. you, Sir, dictate that,” anſwer'd 
I: © As you have been ſo kind as to conduct this 
Point, which is of ſo great Concera to me, by 
** you only will I be guided in it.” His Advice 
was, That I ſhould ſay to the Dutcheſs De Ia Ferte, 
that I owed every Thing to her, aud put myſelf into 
her Hands, to diſpoſe of me as ſhe thought fit. 
Much better had it been to have owned my Reaſons 
againſt being under her Roof, and requeſted her Per- 
miſſion to accept of the preſent happy Offer. This, 
eſides ſaving the great Inconveniences drawn upon 
me by ſuch a Duplicity, had been more candid, and 
more agreeable to my Inclination, n. 
Ix the Evening Madame De. la Ferte came to 
her Apartment, where IJ was waiting for her full of 
Fear, foreſeeing the Storm e Was to paſs thro'; 
and moſt uneaſy at being charged with Miſ behaviour 
towards a Perſon, wo had ſhewn me ſo much 
Friendſhip... She came into her Chamber, not in 
one of thoſe Burſts, of Paſſion which were common 
with her, but with a ſtately Coldneſs. Having 
quietly ſeated herſelf, ſhe ſaid to me; © It is with 
'- Surptize, Mademoiſelle, I have heard, that you 
are about placing yourſelf. I imagined you had 
** relied on me. "Ix you did prefer being with -a 


©* Princeſs, I ought to 25 been made acqua inted 
x] | * with 
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* with it: Bot 1 muſt know your Thoughts from 
* your dyn Mouth, and what you intend to do.” 
F anſwer'd, “ Whatever your Grace pleaſes. I am 
in your Hands, 1 owe you every Thing, and you 
may difpoſe of me as you pleaſe Well, Made- 
* moiſtlfe,” reply'd fe, © fince it is left to me, 1 
*© will part with you to no Body: And depend on 
my Care, that beer ſhall be no Loſer in being with 
me.“ She afterwards told me, that ſhe was 
gaing to bave a pretty Apartment fitted up for- me 
in her 'Houſe ; that 1 ſhould be there no leſs Miſtreſs 
than herſelf ; that, when ſhe was at home, I ſhould 
be her Companion; and that, when at Court, fhe 
would leave me an Equipage, to go and come as I 


pleaſed © a 2 
Tuts Plan of Life would not have diſpleaſed me, 
hal I not withal conſider'd the Coumter- part; if k 
had not known that my Siſter, at firſt taken in as 4 
Favourite, was” depraded to a Chamber-Maid ; if 
} had not fudged, that the more viotent the Dutcheſs's 
Liking of me was, the Teſs durable would it be, and 
the more Jealouſy would it excite among the Flock 
of Women which her Horſe was full of: For beſides 
Zoaifon the Head of them, my Siffer, and ſubordi- 
ately orher Chamher-Mafds, fe bad à Girl, to 
u hom ſhe had given the Name of Sylvina, a moſt 
beautiful Creature, picked up at Z. Loupe, an Eftate 
of bers. This Nymph The ido liz -d, and fpared no 
Coſt for ,drefling her, and 1 Ber Talents; 
and, along, v1 ers, Her Syren: Voice ; Yer. after al 
this profufe Affection, this reſplendent Star ſet in 
Sctvitude; a Fate, i fees, as inevitable, as that of 
- Circe's Lovers. What ſhould J have done in fach a 
Face? Bot theo, by what Means could I N 
$4 f . my 
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myſelf? I waited on Monſieur De Malrflew. He 
told me, there was ro Help for it; that the Dutcheſs 


Du Maine would not break with the Dutcheſs De 


La Ferre on my Account; and that, unleſs I could 
get elear of myſelf, there was no father Hopes. 


e " 


Wi ra this View, 1 formed the'ftrange Reſolution 


of contriving how 'to diſpleaſe this-Lady, ho was 
taken with me to Infatuatien, and whom Talfo loved; 
my Heart could not continue inſenffble to her 
many Kind Actions. With all her Faults, ſhe ap- 
peared to me very amiable; and the Inconventences 
of her Service; I was far from charging as any per- 
To conceive the Tortute which it eoſts a good 
Heart, to thwart itſelf! i doing amifs, it muſt have 
been felt; and this is an Experience not very com- 
mom! 126367, 2987 2... -n How e, 
Aw Opportunity offered of putting this odd Pro- 
er in Execution, as F was going with her to ELA 
verté. Nothing which could heighten the Pleafure 
of this Journey to me was omitted. As ſhe knew 
my extreme Fondneſs for Mademoiſelle De Grieg, 
his Lady muſt alſo be of the Party. I grew out 
of Order on the Road, and now no longer diffembled; 
as I had uſed. I gave Way to alf my Humours; 
which, as they were quite new to her, muſt 


ſeeme mote impertinent. Whatever I did not like, 


F oppoſed; and ſpoke my Mind without any Defer- 
ence to hers: In fine, I uſed every Freedom, but 
with a greater Struggle than if 1 had been under 


. Reftraint; It gave her Offence, but not that Diſguſt 


which my Forwardneſs aimed to excite; and this 
Undertaking was the more difficult to be ſupported, 
as I had never feen her more amiable, nor be ſuch 

£ pleaſant 
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pleaſant Company. In the Country ſhe quite laid 
aſide her Court and Town Loftineſs: | one 
lived eafily with her;; and her Familiarity was ſuch, 
that ſometimes ſhe would get together, not only her 
Servants but Trades-Folks, place them round a large 
Table, and play at a Sort of Lanſquenet with them. 
Here ſhe whiſpered to me, I cheat them, but tis 
**; becauſe-they rob me.“ rte 05 2 1 N 

WI made à Fortnight's Stay at La Ferte : A 
very fine delightful Seat indeed; and lived well, in 
the common Senſe of that Expreſſion, though the 


Dutcheſs had not brought her Cook; being out of 


Humour with him, for asking for Larding - Pans. 
Thus it is, ſays, ſhe, that the Quality are 
©. ruined. ; continually Larding - Pins. It has coſt the 
MNarſhal De la Ferte, Twelve Hundred Thouſand 
Livres for Larding-Pins. I had rather my Houſe- 
'* keeper ſhould. = 

At our. Return from this Jaunt, ſhe ſaid to me; 
* Your Lodging at my Houſe. is not yet ready. I 
© ſhall ſet People about it, and till then you cannot 


© be better than in your Convent: I'll ſatisfy for 


245 Board. With great Joy did 1 go thither, 
likewiſe with Hopes that ſo many Delays might 
at length end well. In effect, from a Fear of diſ- 
obliging Louiſon, and a troubleſome Affair in which 
ſhe was then embarraſſed, my Reception, which I 
imagined would be towards the Cloſe of the Year, was 
wut off. In the mean time ſhe writ to me, to ſend 
her Minutes of Letters, complimenting the King and 
Queen of Spain, the Duke De Vendome, and Madame 
Des. Urſins, on a Victory. At the End of her 
Letter, ſhe bad me pay my Abbeſs for the Month of 
Zannary ; that ſhe muſt be deprived of me ſo much 


longer ; 


- 
FE 


r the dreſſing of my Victuals.“ 
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longer; but that her Love was ſtill the ſame. The 


Entrance of the Year gave me an Opportunity of 
wr „ whom 1 
had not ſeen ſince the Miſcarriage of my Bufineſs, the 
Dutcheſs never after tak ing me to Seas. My Letter 
was little more than the Compliments of the Seaſon, 


to which he returned this friendly, Anſwer. 214125 
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285 U CE take the Poſt that has with-held from 
7 me above a Formight this precious Teſti- 


** mony of your Remembrance, for it is but this Mi- 


64 


nute that I receive your Favour of the Firſt; 
„but what vexes me ftifl more, is to find that you 
** are again at your Convent. By that I ſhould have 
concluded the Dutcheſs De Ia Ferre to be gone on 
* ſome long Journey, had I not ſeen her Grace in 
the Beginning of the Month. I know not what 
„to think of the Continuance of your Clauſure. 
* 'The Dutchefs talked to me at Saus with ſo mach 
„ Efteem of you, and ſuch a Defire of fixing / 
«© with her; and, on the Propoſal I made to her from 
* the Dutcheſs Dy Maine, exprefſed herſelf fo 

* Was Preceptor to the Duke Du Maine, and a Mem- 
ber of the Academy of Sciences, and of the French 
Academy, 4. e. for the Improvement of the French Lau- 
oy . He died of an Apoplery in 2727, aged 77. 


Beſides his Elements of Geometry, which are very much 
8 he publiſhed ſeveral Pieces in Proſe and 
erſe. 


—— 
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% very obligingly, how much ſhe thought you ne- 
** ceflary'to the Management of her Affairs and her 


% on perſonal Quiet; that I own, Mademoiſelle, 


„L adviſed her to follow her Inclination, and to 
Keep for herſelf a Perſon, of whoſe rare Qualities 
he had fo juſt a Senſe : Thus I could little ima- 


** gine that you were not yet ſettled with that Lady, 
* who, certainly is a very r Judge of Merit, 
* and who ſeemed ſo prepoſſeſſed in Favour of yours. 
The next Time I ſee her, I will endeavour to have 
this Myſtery cleared up. I have the Honour of 
being very reſpectfully, S. | 


Ou Roceive of this Letter I writ back to Monſieur 


 Malefieu, that I had Reaſon to believe that the 
Dutcheſs De Ia Ferre had no longer any Thoughts 
of taking me into her Service; that I might look up- 
on myſelf as free, and accept of the Dutcheſs Du 


Maine's Kindneſs, if it might ſtill be hoped for. 


This Letter Monfieur De Maleſieu ſhows to the 
Dutcheſs De la Ferté; whom it ſo incenſed, that 
ſhe inſtantly ſent me Word by my Siſter, that ſhe 
had done with me. I was pierced to the very Heart 
that he had let her ſee it, and thus drawn upon me all 
the Vehemence of her Indignation, as indeed I had 
deſerved it. 'This I look upon to be the moſt excep- 
tionable Part of my Life; for though my Siſter, who 
probably was not fond of my being there, had ſet 


forth the Dutcheſs's Fickleneſs, and intimated that 


ſhe might keep me in Suſpence for ever, I ought not 
to have taken her Word ſo, far, as to inform Monſieur 
Maleſieu of it in the pofitive Manner I did: How- 
ever, I acquainted him with this total Rupture, and 
his Anſwer was the following. 

* Verſailles, 


Seems Vc. ans. a a oe 1 A _ a . 
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Verſailles, January 24, 171 I, 


« FT HE laſt Letter with which you honoured | 
7 | me, I have read to the Dutcheſs D Maine. 


It was not with little Surprize; her Serene. High- 
neſs heard of the, Dutcheſs De la Fertés Meſ- 
'* ſage ſent to you by your Siſter. I am order'd by 
** her, Mademoiſelle, to acquaint you, that next 
Spring, that is, about the Time of her removing 
to Seaux, ſhe will execute her former Intent ion. 
In the mean Time ſhe will talk the Affair over 
with the Dutcheſs. De la Ferre, from whoſe Mouth 
* you cannot but ſee it is fit ſhe ſhould hear, that 


| s you are at Liberty to look out for another Settle- 


©: ment. This is a Decency which the Dutcheſs Du 
'*, Maine holds to be incumbent. on her. I ſhall. be 
© heartily glad, Mademoiſelle, when all is finiſhed to 
** your Wiſh ; as a Retardment of two or three Months 
does not imply a Miſcarriage, I am, beyond all 
Expreſſion, Mademoiſelle, c.“ art ga 1 


Tuts Letter aſſured me of my Lot, which I did 
not then foreſee to be ſuch, as it proved. Eight 
Months 1 remained at La Preſentation, ſeldom or 
never ſtiring out, leſt any Meſſage ſhould come and 
not find me at Home, or my Conduct fall under Suſ- 
picion. It was four or five Months before I heard a 
Word of any Thing. 

How all that wide Interval was filled up, I have 
but a confuſed Remembrance; all I clearly know is, 
that Monſieur De Silly, whom his Mother had informed 
of what concerned me, wrote me the following Let- 


wth” 
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* 6 Camp « at Fates, Augul. 17. 


4.7 ＋ U ou H 1 you knew me beiter. 
Ho came yon to conceive that my Eſteem 
© and Friend iliip are influenced by Situations ? 
% am not to krow that Fortune depends more on 
Pe . Juuctures chan Merit. I am very 
ad that you have ſuch Hopes; but much more 

1 + — mall 1 be, when you are ſented as I could defire. 
* FEſteem is a Step to every Thing; endeavour, I in- 
* treat you, to make a ſpeedy Uſe of it. In a Time 
„ „hen gained by ſo few, Envy eloſely follows: it. I 
. alſo deſire you St oa: to pleaſe, be complaiſant, 
en vo mote of your Wit than ſuits thoſe to 
# whom you are ſpeak ing: Eſpecially, be not ſuſ- 
* dof Ambition or Imperiouſneſs. Be comented 
new a diſereet Turn of Mind with agreeable 

bs —— This is much better liked than Wit; 
** the former pleaſes, and the latter is dreaded. What 
* I now write I make no Queſtion has often occured 
4 to your O Thoughts; and, I I repeat it, it Is 
® only hat you mag ſee we think alike, | 1 
B more perticular in the Account of your 
 opffain, as to one who is not indifferent to any 
* Thing: in which Jon are nnd. en 


** Mademoiſelle,” 1 . 
Far. e ee ee 
W my $ "arr Drege me a Letter from the Dutcheſs 


D. la Ferie, ee b ved | 
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raus, September 11, 1711, 


* A T laſt, Mademoiſelle, the Time is come. I 
Is | am ordered, by the Dutcheſs Du Maine, to 
© acquaint you from her, that you may come in three 
or four Days. The Dutcheſs De Ia Feri lately 
* gave her ſuch a high Character of you, that ihe 
* will put you off no longer. It is an extreme Plea- 
© ſure to me, Mademoiſelle, that it will ſoon be in 
% my Way to do you ſome little good Offices, and 
* ſhow to you in Reality that T am, beyord all Ex- 


* 
* 


© preſſion, 8c.” 


© Thoves I have i ll ly we, 1 here fupprfs th 


Dutcheſs De IaFerte's thunder ing Letter, as unworthy 
both of her and myſelf, She directed me to be the 
next Morning at Seaux, that ſhe mig herfelf pre- 


ſent me to their moſt ſerene Highneſſes. My Siſter, 


after giving me theſe two Letters, informed me, that a 
Chamber-Maid of the Dutcheſs Du Maine was re- 
tir'd to a Convent; that this Place had been judged 
good enough for me, as my Bloom was paſt ; that 
the Dutcheſs De Iz Ferre had promoted the Verdict 
as an Opportunity of Revenge, and delighted herfelf 
with the Thoughts of introducing me into ſuch a 


mortifying Station, N e phe 
In this Turn I faw myſelf ruined, and I was ſen- 
fible that the indelible Character of an Abigail cut 


of my Fortune from any future Reſources; yet was 


there no declining it. 1 could not deny the Steps 1 


had taken for getting into the Dutcheſs Du Maine's 


Service; and it was not for ſuch a one as I to ſtand 


H on 
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on Conditions with a Perſon of her Rank. I was 
now hated by the Dutcheſs De la Ferre, as much as 
I had been loved; had neither Intereſt or Support, 
that there was a Neceſſſty of bowing to the Yoke. 

I wznT to Saur, purſuant: to the Dutcheſs's 
Orders, She led me as it were in Triumph to the 
Princeſs, who ſcarce caſt a Look at me; and. continu'd 
dragging me about, as a Captive faſten'd behind her 
Carr, to all the ſeveral Perſons to whom I was to be 
ſhewn: And, I am ſure, I follow'd her with the 
Countenance of an inſulted Captive, - At the Con- 
eluſion of this Ceremonial, ſhe ſaid to me, Now. 
% you have no more Occafion-for me; and for the 
% future, I will have no Concern with you.“ The 
Loſs of her Friendſhip gave me ſtill more Pain than 
the Effects of her Reſentment. | 
Tais firſt Day I paſſed under ſuch a Diſtraction of 
Mind, which has left me no clear Remembrance of 
it. All I know is, that I was ſtrangely ſurprized at 
ſeeing the Manſion appointed for we. This was an 
Eutreſol, ſo low that I could not ſtand upright in it; 
and withal ſo dark, that I was forced to feel my Way. 
There was no breathing, for want of Air; nor an 
warming one's ſelf, for want of a Fire-Place, This 
Lodging ſeem'd to me ſo unſupportable, that I was 
for making my Grievance known to Monſieur. De 
Aaleſieu. Not a Word would he bear. To all the 
Efteem which he had expreſſed for me, to all the 
Offers he had made, now ſucceeded. the Contempt 
uſvally entertain'd bf menial Servants. I took care 

t to expoſe myſelf to it again. Every Body in the 
Houſe, who before had been ſo forward to make Ac- 
quaintance with me, ſeeing how low, I was rated, 
turned their Backs on me. | 


] ENTER'D 


i 
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' F'zxTzR'v on Duty. The Part aſſigned to me was 
what in the Terms of Art is called, Les Chemiſts d 
Batir. Here I was at my Wit's End; having only 
been uſed to the little Works made by Way of Amuſe- 
ment in Convents, I was wholly to ſeek in any other. 
1 ſpent the whole Day in taking Meaſures, and exe- 
euting this important Office; but when Madame, 
the Dutcheſs Du Maine, had put on her Shift, ſhe 
found what mould have been at the Elbow was in 
the Arm. Whoſe fine Handy-Work is this?“ ſaid 
the,” The ready Anſwer was, that it was I that made 
it. She reply d, without any Paſſion, that I did not 
underſtand Work, and that it muſt be put into 
other Hands. The Conſequences of my Aukwardneſs 
comforted me under it ; yet I muſt ſay that my In- 
tentions were good, and I had done the very beſt I 
could. But with all my Willingneſs, I diſcharged my 
Office very ill, that I have a Hundred Times 
Wonder d at the Compoſure with which this Prin- 
refs, otherwiſe ſo impatient, bore with my Blunders, 
Ihe firſt Time of bringing her Drink, I pour'd Half 
rhe Water upon her, inftead of filling the Glaſs, 
What wich my Short-fiphtedneſs, and the Confuſion 
which ſeized me when 1 waited on her, 1 ſeem'd void 
of any Comprehenſion, even of the plaineſt Things. 
She dne Day bid me bring her ſome Carmine in a 
Jirtle Cup, which ſtood on her Toilet. I went into 
her Chamber where I ſtood agaſt, without knowi 

which Way to turn. The Princeſs De Guiſe ee 
tt paſs'through it, and, ſurprized at ſeeing me thus 

Deb der d; What are you doing here? ſaid ſhe. 
Alas! Madam,” anſwer'd I, ſome Carmine 
% Cup------a Toilet------I fee no ſuch Thing.“ 
Moved at my. Uneafineſs, ſhe put into my Hands 
"mM n | H 2 what 
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what without her Help I ſhould, never have found. 1 
ſhall mention ſome. others of my Miſtakes ;, ſo. odd, 
that they ſeem'd to ſavour of Imbecillity. The 
Dutchefs, being at her Toilet, Kd for Powder. I 
took up the Box by the Lid; of Courſe down fell 
the Box, and all the Powder about the Toilet; yet 
the Dutcheſs only ſaid, “ When you take bold 
ef any Thing, it ſhould be by the Bottom.“ "This 
Iaſtruction I fo well remember d, that ſome Days after, 


asking for her Purſe, I took it up by the Bottom; and 


was furprized to find the Louis pour out of it, anc 
overſpread the Floor. Now I was at a Loſs how to 
lay hold of any Thing. 


Jewels which I took up. One may 75 with, wha 
Felle 


Wir a like Handineſs I let: drop a Parcel of | 


Conternpr and Pleaſure my diſcipline w-Seryanfs 
ſaw my Sillineſs. ( if” ip 2 HT 
I ENDRAVvOURED to gain their good Will. 
Decency inclined me to converſe with them, and Ne- 
ceſſity forced me; for Winter now begun to be felt, 
and there was but one common Room for us to warm 
ourſelves in; fo that Part of the Day I ſpent in thei 

Converſation, to which I modelled mine. 1 ſai 
what I thought fuited them; but, whether I was out 


in my Gueſs, or did not naturally enough come into 


their Ways, I drew upon me their Averſion. It was 
what I had not againſt them, but a little Diſtaſte ; 
and I choſe to bear the Cold, rather than the Vexa- 
tions of their Humours, and the Tediouſneſs of their 
Talk: So I ufed to ſhut. myſelf up in my Cav 

where I found an effectual Conſolation in Reading anc 
Reflection. „„ 4 LL A 
Burr even this Hole I had not entirely to myſelf. 
The firſt Chamber-Woman, who lay every Night X 
7 1 1221 2 ee 1,8 46, AE t 8 


for her Husband's Company. 


— 
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che Duicheſe Du Maine's, ſhared" it with me in the 


Duy-time. She had her ſleeping Hours; alſo Times 
y. During theſe I uſed 
ro take up my Abode in a Grove; and, in rainy or 


cold Weather, all my Shelter was the Galleries. 


At Verſailles, where we uſed to ſpend the Winter, 
my Dwelling was ſtill leſs ſupportable. No Ray of 
Light had ever viſited it; and my Companion, 
wotſe than ſhe at Sau, ſcarce ever ſtirred out of it 


Day or Night. The Scantineſs of it obliged me to 
de continually diſputing the Ground, till the Smoak 


forced me to quit it. | | 

Tux two Chamber-Women with whom I alter- 
nately lay were at Variance, that to be Friends with 
one, was making the other my Enemy. To avoid 
inteftine Broils, I ufed to expoſe myſelf to a foreign 


War, and changed my Treaties with a regular Incon- 


ſtaney, according to the Seaſon, I would have 
brought about an Accommodation, but that was 
paſt the Skill of the 'moſt able Politician. Some- 
thing may be done with Perſons of ordinary Paſ- 
fions, whoſe Views are upright and their Concerns 
known; but it is otherwife with them whoſe Ideas 
are ſiniſter, their Movements ous, and their 
grovelling Intereſts hid in the Duſt. 


Ils the mean time, my Siſter, fretting that 1 was 


not entirely liked by the Sifterhood of Chambet- 
Maids, hilbenid me, that they thought me cold, 
fly, and formal ; that it was taken for Pride and 
Contempt; and that it behoved me to give no Room 


for ſuch detrimental Reports. I was now become 


fo docile, that I ſaid to her; © Well, what muſt I 
* do ?” + You muſt,” anſwer'd ſhe, now and 


(then viſit the Women of other Ladies who are 


H 3 "2 Mb 
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in the Houſe, and ſay à great many .obligiog 


„ Things to them.“ ** Be-1t-ſo,” reply'd 1, (£1 When; 


ever you pleaſe,” The good-natured-Girl;-over- 


joyed to find in me ſuch happy. Diſpoſitions,, imme: 


diately carried me into a very numerous Aſſembly of 


theſe Perſons, Some were playing, others looked on. 
Having ſeated myſelf among the Idle, and choſe her 
who happen d to ſit next me as the Subject of my 


Elocution, I poured myſelf out in "Compliments, En- 
comiums and affectionate Airs; in fine, I addreſſed to 


her, if not all that was in me, what was very far 
fetched. Here again unlucky ! this Perſon whom 


I had Choſen to practiſe upon, was of the very loweſt 


Claſs of this Order of Beings. My Want of Diſcern? 
ment, as it was called, expoſed me to further 


| Mockery, - though to me all their Phyſiognomies - 
ſeemed to be as much alike as thoſe et a Flock of 
Sheep. Next my Siſter hurried me to Verſailies 
among the Dutcheſs of Aujous Women; who, 1 


thought, muſt be ſomething more elevated. They 
azked me; if i bad et many Vails and-Preqiuy 
ſites ? how this turned out ? what E made of that 2 


. o 


EE 
Vocation, and indeed too mu dg. 


o 


31 
IRA not been a Fortnight in my Place, when 


the Marquis De Silly; who, it ſeems, had other 


Thoughts of it, writ me the following Letter. 
| %%% . ft Sh NERO Erie v 


+7 Manaemaerzsie,, + 5. meme 
ex HOUGH it is a long Time fince L have 


#15 J. heard) any Thing of Jau, my Concern for 


* you is {till the ſame, It gives me a great deal 


cc of 
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« of Satisfaction that you 91 for Life with. 
44 0 Dutcheſs Du Maine. 7. for You. the 
Place. which, you are r , on the 

{; does ce of its being talked I am only ſorry. 
«to think that it will no longer ſute you to give 
us your Company for ſome Days, being now fre- 
" ently. at Sui. I have, not forgot. the Pleaſure. 
4 

* of being with you; and I know, by 3 
4 — 15 very hard to find But I percei ve I am 
„ praiſing you too much, and will. not bol 125 
1 % This 83 however, may not be nee 
now your Worth is Known. Adieu, ee 
er cy te ene. es u iltal 


1 "a ra vok ww 


Ins 5 
ve me all t Pier which m 

ie As r e of feeling. n boch 
Diſguſt, ſo, different from that 1 had 
— to, threw me * a Melancholy which had 
8 12 gn my Face, n 1 17 alone could 
Para e II Toake to oh oy oe The. Here 
1 Maine complained fieur Da 
Male ſieu told Y 


there in à very extraord 1 Manner. His Paſſion 
r Anatomy had wrought in him a Fancy that there 
wa no ſol; Me without it; and, to inhance mine, 
7 15 me to be the Woman who, in all 
rg the beſt Knowledge of the Human Bedy, 
5 Dutcheſs De Ja Ferte, no les watchful to expoſe 
me than ſhe, had been active in recommending me, 
laid hold of this Elogy. Du Verney, to. falfil his 


Miſſion, Pi wen me to bear the preſent Evil, in 


Hopes, of -Fururs: Advantages, He predicted to * 
=: that 


} 
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u Verney to 72 ts me about it. 
He eame ſometimes to a vt and had cried me up 


on Make 1 af 


chat 1 mend come to be known, — *7 he” 
ferred; that the Princeſs" would take me into her 
Confidence; and thut ber Pavours would pout in 

upon me. 1 minded him juſt as much as an . 
nack. I was not in the Way for any Thing, not 
fo much as for ing a Word. The Dutcheſs 
never outh to me, as if The concluded 1 


could neither hear or anſwer. A Humour, which 
I hazarded,' ſhewed mme indeed 8 
unknown 1 was. 

Tus Princeſs, ſome Tears after purchaſing 
Seaus, inſtituted an Order of the Bee. It had its 
Laws, Inſtitutes, and a certain Number of Knights 
of * — who were « elected 1 $4 e Debs th 
great A vary 1 
of her Court made Intereſt to fifl it; and ſuch * 
eident fell out a few' Months” 8 
Houſe, Many were the Candidates ; and, amo 
others, the Countefſes D⸗ Brafſuc and DU2es, 
the Prefident De Romanet. The latter carried it 
inſt the Ladies, and to their n6 ſmall Indignation; 
Alle mp ripe that the Election had been ille⸗ 
This put me upon drawing up, in their 

Name, a formal Proteſt, and in a Law Hand. d 
without intruſting any one with the Secret, 1 by an 
unknown Conveyance ſent to the Prefident. lt 
amuſed my Melancholy to ſee the Buſtle for” finding 
dut the Soufce of this Piece. At firſt it was fa- 
ther'd on  Mortfietir” De "Malefitn, or the Abbe 
Geneſt; next on the Parties concerned ; But they 
were well known to have no Hand in it. In fine, 
4 Suſp icion went down to the very fillieſt Crea- 
the Family, without co ſo far as me, 


— quietly enjoye the general Perplexity, and bed 
Nas 


ne 


„ 


i 1 leaſt Le ſuch en News. 
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Could reſpectful Sentiments repair your Loſs, 
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the Diverſion to hear aging ee, talked of, during 7 
Fortaight that this fruitleſs Enquiry ſubſiſted. | 
Taz Meanneſs of my Condition communicate | 


Tinge to the very Praiſes beſtowed on me. Suck 


was that from Monſieur De Laſſay, aud it ſtung 
me to the very Heart, As the Dutcheſs was undreſ- 
ling, ſome Louis dropped out of her Pocket. 3 4» 
thered them up, and laid them on the Toilet, The - 


bi _ Women, about your Highneſs,“ ſaid he, looking 


at me, are very honeſt.” I caſt” my Eyes 

pill] with ſome Confuſion, | ſaying within my- Wi 
ſelf; Is it thus Lam to be praiſed ? Can this pleaſe?” 
Theſe were only ſlender Mortifications, the Ap- 1 
panages of my Station; and which, as it were, gre | 
under my Feet, wherever 1 went. But now a Mi 1 18 
fortune of a very different Kind, the Loſs of a moſt ff 
valuable Friend, called for my Grief. 1 received 8 
the following Letter from the Abbe Vertot, at a Time : "1. 
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2122 AM very ſorry. to acquaint you e our | bein 
e the late worthy opfieur Brune 

1 Yau are 805 greateſt Loſer, for there is not in ths 
World a Perſon whom he ſo, much eſteemed a 
0 


+4 + 3 
£ 
81 — = oy 2 * | 


% 
— — WS ys. — — — 3 
* 


a ſuch eminent M. erit, I would take the Liberty to 
* make you a Tender of an inviolable . 
* Monſieur De Fontenelle is inconſolable. Nature 
and Humanity bear down his Philoſophy, * 
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i Indeed! to be pitied, and you uo lefe. I with 


* that auſtere Reaſon, of which I ſometimes com- 
plain, may not forſake you on this melancholy 
* Occafion. I have the Honour of being, Sc. 
* "Monſieur Brune} died at Rouen, of a Pleuriſy.” 


Mx (Grief was not beneath the Juſtnefs of it. T 
now loſt an old Friend, of a reſpectable Merit, and 
whoſe Sentiments intitled him to my cordial Eſteem ;. 
but it had been my Misfortune to offend” his Priend- 
ip, by à Colneſs he had obſerved in mine. The 
glitter ing Vifions Which pofſefſed me, the Diſtrac- 
tion cauſed by fuch a Variety of new Objects had 
5 altered my Mind. He perceived it, in a 


and conceived a juſt Diſdam of my Levity. As 
1 obſerved nothing of it, I took no Meaſures for 
ming my Peace with him : Bur a Letter which 
he writ to me à Tittte before his Death; pave me to 


ſee how very much I had been in the Wrong, and 
 encreaſed my Grief for the Loſs of him; which was 


the greater, as he was on ſettling at Paris, and with 
the Return of my Reaſon I ſhould certainly have re- 
afſum'd my former Sentiments, 

_ [-Hz had lent me Morey without a Note, at a Time 
when 1 thought myſelf ſure of returning it; and 
fince I was Miſtreſs of any Thing, the Diſcharge of 
this Duty had never been out of my Mind. , Favi 
this Tmall Sum by me, I waited on Monßeur Fon- 
rene lie, to defire him to remit it to the Executors, 
He was under an Affliction which pleafed me, as it 
did Honour to our Friend. He told me, a long Time 
alter, that it was a Loſs he had never repaired 111 __} 
en nenen. 


outney he made to Paris foon after my being there, 


likewiſe have never met with a Perſon of ſuch com- 
nn, i wa ; led | N wall mplo 4 
IRE painful Life 1 now led contmuallx empioꝝy d 
my Mind on the Means of freing ae $f Tay 
and. Night this was what my Mind dwelt on. The 
worthy Few, who retain d any. Concern for me, were 
likewiſe looking out for ſome Iſſue. I was offered 
to be Governeſs in the Family of a German. Princeſs, 
and on ſuch, honourable and advantageous Terms, 
that I was extremely 2 to accept of it :. How - 
ever, not to truſt myſelf, I writ about it to the. 
Abbe Vertot, my only remaining Friend. His 
wiſe Anſwer, the Uncertainty: of Promiſes, and the 
Inconveniences which he Ert induced me 
to decline the Propoſal, A little while. after I had 
one of a fingular Nature. A worthy, Gentlewoman, 
with whom I was pretty well, acquainted, coming 
to ſee me at Seaux, ſaid to me; I know, that no- 
thing was farther from your, Views, than your 
* preſent Situation; that it gives you infinite Un- 
«« eafinefs, and that all your Thoughts turu on ſame ] 
. *© Means of getting rid of it. I now. come to offer | 
** you. another, There is in the World a. Perſon "1 
ready to purchaſe for you an, 1rrey Ans . 4 
* nuity, which will enable you to have à pretty = 
< Houſe at Paris, to live-decently and keep a Ser: [1 
** yant, or two. All that is _ of you is, that | 
*© you will allow a Door to be made in your Houſe 
* for communicating with another; and to admit 4 
** a Lady, who will be a Friend. to you, and often — 
* viſit you.” I was, under no Need this, Time of 1 
conſulting for an Anſwer : It was, as may, be,eafily 
imagined, totally negative. . My Friend urged. my 
Acceptance. I put no Queſtions to her,, not caring 
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to ſearch further into the Myſtery. All I could con- 


ude was, that the Offer came from Perſons who 
lid not value Expence, for concealing their Inter- 
A Tarrr Offer was made me by one of the 
greateſt Noblemen of the Kingdom ; even the Prin- 
ceſs his Spouſe, who, like himſelf, was very great at 
our Court, mentioned to me his Inclination to ſee me, 
and deſired me to receive his Vifits. There was no 
denying what came through ſuch a Channel. He 
came, pitied my Situation, offer'd me the Educa- 
tion of his Children; and nothing ſhould be 
wanting to. make it delightful and advantageous to 


me. Here was another Temptation; and I again 


conſulted my Abbe. His Anſwer was in the ſame 
fenfible Strain as the firſt, and intimated a Refuſal, 
Indeed the Warmth which I perceived in his High- 
neſs's Offers, raiſed a Suſpicion; which, with the 
Abbe's Advice, determined me to wait ſome other 
Deliverance, - e ee ee 
Tuzsz Orertures for my Retreat, always ob- 
ſtructed by the Barriers which I had fixed round me, 
only ſerved to ſhew me the Impoſſibility of eſcaping 
from my  Misfortunes. ' I was vifited with one of 
a new Kind, and of the moſt ſenſible. There was 
at Saus one Madame De M., who uſed to be 
wo 126 co to att the Part of Confidents'in Plays. She 
had, from the Beginning, made me an Offer of her 


Room, inſtead of the Woods, which were my ufual 
Receſs; but now the Cold had driven me from them, 


as Hunger” does the Wolves. I the more wil- 
lngly accepted of her Offer, as I was to go to her 
Apartment only in her Abſence; yet this had the 


Appearance of an Intimacy. She had been very 


Ome; 
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handſome; and her Husband, who thought her ſtill 
ſo, continued to be extremely jealous of her. Being 


afraid of living with him, ſhe had requeſted of the 
Dutcheſs Du Maine, that when ſhe went to Fer- 


ſailles ſhe would take her along with her, and give 


her a Room in her Hôtel. The whole Day ſhe 
ſpent at home, and defired that I would allow her to 
make uſe of my Habitation, when ſhe had any Thing 


to do. There was no denying her that Hoſpitality at 


Verſailles, which ſhe had voluntarily ſhewn me at 


 Seaux, One Day ſhe came to me in the Dutcheſs's 
Apartment, and asked me for the Key of the Entrefcl. 


Soon after I had Occafion to go up; where, to my 
Surprize, I found her over a Pot of Coffee with a 
Swiſs Officer, one of our Courtiers, I only bantered 


her a little, for I ſuſpected no Harm, and I really he- 


lieve none was intended: However, the jealous Hus- 
band coming to fetch her, was told of her being 
with me. He came up; and, finding Diesbach, he 
hauled his Wife away in a Rage, though my Com- 
panion and I were both preſent, He uſed her ſo ill, 
as ſhe ſaid, that ſhe threw herſelf into a Convent; 
and, unfortunately for me, choſe that which 1 had 
lately left. To gain Admittance, ſhe wrote a Letter 
to the Prime Miniſter, charging her Husband, for- 
merly a Proteſtant, with endangering her Faith. Not 


a Word did I know of all this. "The Dutcheſs Du 


Maine being gone to ſpend a few Days at the Arſenal, 
where ſhe never carry d me, I went to Madame De 
Vauvray. We were at Dinner when a Footman of 
our Family comes haſtily in, with Orders from 
her Highneſs to come to her at the Chief Preſident's, 
Monfieur De Meſmes. I came there, without 
knowing what was in Agitation, but I ſaw a ſuper- 
ans | I cilious 
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cilious Fo as in every Face. A Letter of Mon- 
Heur . . was read; in which he accuſed me af 
having, for a long Time, carty'd on an Intri wh 
between his Wife and Monfieur Diesbach: An 
corrobotate 15 Indictment, he ſaid, that having dern 
brought u the Marechale De Ia Ferte, (I had 
never ſeen berg it was not ſtrange that! ſhould be fir 
for ſuch an Office. 

I 1NGENWOVSLY related the rack as i it was; and 
affirmed, as I ſafely could, that it was the only Time 
theſe two Perſons had ever met in my Room; that 1 
did not in the leaſt know or fuſpect that they had- 
been acquainted; that beſides, all my Education had 
been 1a a Convent, where 1 had continued from m. 
Birth till my Entrance into her moſt ſerene Highneſs“ 5 
Service, My. Apology was not much attended to; 

and 1 heard the Company ſaying to one another, one 
Jour not have thought it 'of her. I leſs thought 
of ever falling under ſuch an Accuſation. 

AyrER this Interrogatory I was Sifmnid, to 
return to Madame ¶auvray; where the next Day 1 
met with another Mortificat jon, though not of ſuch 


Importance. She would have me ſtand God: mother, 


along with her Son, to the Child of one of the Do- 
meſticks, 1 appeared ſo ſtupid to the Prieſt who 
officiated, that he asked me if I could ſign my 
Name? Indeed I had not been able to tell him my 
Pariſh, or give an Anſwer to any Thing be asked 
Wia returned to Verſailles, where the Aﬀiir of 
Madame De AI. made a great Noiſe, Her 
Husband had been impriſoned on the Letter written 
by her againſt him; and 1 moſt unfortunately. was 


implicated 4 in this Auer, which gave me the more 


Vexat ion, 


> 
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Vexation, as I was but little known in the World, 
and this was a bad Setting-out, My Afffiction 
was aggravated, by the Contumely of the Aſs's Kick; 
the Chamber-Maids, one and all, having a Flirt at 
me. My Innocence and Truth, in the Want of other 
Protection, ſapported me; and effaced the Impreſ- 
ſions which had been fomented againſt me. I was 
lorbid ever ſeeing Madame De M-------. This 
4. heartily conſented to. And indeed, the firſt Time 
+ met with Die hach, the Remembrance of the 
Trouble he had drawn on me, put me in an extreme 
Ferment. ne Succeſſion of Evils, numberleſs 

| | „the Meanneſs of my Condition, with 


\ Portable to a weak Body and delicate Mind, together 


188 


0: longer able to endure. The Sentiment which 
lodged in the Bottom of my Heart would make nſelf 
known before its Extinction, though it might be no 
more than a Fetch, and prompted me to acquaint of 
my Defign him, who partly was the Caule of it. 
L writ him a Letter. When Frenzy had hurried me 
thus far, Reaſon returned; and I reſolved to live. 
Inſtead of ſending the Letter, I kept it as a Witneſs 


. N 


againſt Wa of the Deviations of my Mind, and the 
dreadful Exceſſes into which one may fall by giving 
Way to one's Paſſions, It was this. Se 


12 5 | * Sx6;- 


100 MEM OI XS of .. 


81K, 


T is now five Years ſince I ſaw you. You 
1 treated me with an Indifference bordering on 
Contempt. Provoked at this, I fought out your 
* Faults ; but the Confequence was, that I found in 
% you all that is amiable. I was for hating you, and 
** | became in Love with you, All my Care now 
«* was, to conceal from you Sentiments which I did 
not fuppoſe would meet with a ſuitable Return. 
* 1 could not bear that your Infenfibility ſhould 
* hinder you from perceiving it, The leaft Civilities 
from you affected me beyond Expreſſion; and 1 
** was ſo defirous of being obliged to you, that your 


3 


Coldneſſes had a Place in my Acknowledgements, 


I looked on them as arifing from a generous Care 
in you, to root out of my Heart any fruitleſs and 
dangerous Expectations. Had you proceeded to 
* Harſhnefs and Contempt, it would only have 
"© encreaſed the Eſteem 1 had for you: An Efteem fo 


« perfect and reſpeAful, that it "even, blamed the 


fign of pleaſing you, without abating the Defire. 

„ Neither a long Abſence, nor the Viciſſitudes of 
Fortune, nor the Aids of an exerciſed Reaſon, 
have been able to divert me from it. I have gone 
* further: I was for ſeeing, and 1 have ſeen, Per- 
© ſons of celebrated Charms and Accompliſhments, 
Ho different were they from you? No Body is 
like you, and nothing is like what is felt for you. 
AI cannot bear with thoſe who love each other. 
* It is paſt my Conception, that they who do not 
* love you can love any one. But what are your 
+ "Recent 
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* 'prefent Thowghts of the Declaration I now make to 
u For my Part, I am not aſhamed of it. 
Semiments like mine are in ſome Meaſure re- 
ſpectable. To move you is not my Aim ; 1 only. 
inform you of what 1 am towards you, and that L 
am come to a Reſolution of putting an End to my: 
„Troubles. 1 am too ſenſible that I belong to you. 
and muſt not diſpoſe of myſelf, unknown to you. 
Ierpett a Line from you; and that is all I wait for, 
'* to bid you an irrecoverable Adien.” 
II was ſome Tears ſinee I had ſeen Monſieur De 
b | Sys or fo much as heard his Name; when ſome- 
| body accidentally mentioning him, it made ſuch an 
Impreſſion on me, that ſoon after, on going to move 
of rom the Place whete I was, my Strength failed me, 
and 1 Was near falling. 1 have wondered in myſelf. 
that a Paſſion, totally deprived of any Kind of Nu- 
triment, ſhould have retained ſuch a Force. 
1 — — not in the e 
me, unexpectedly drew me out of the deep 
Obſcurity in which I was living, A young Woman, 
by Name Mademoiſelle Terar, excited the Curioſity 
7 of the Publick by a ſuppoſed Prodigy, of which her 
: 


Houſe was the Scene. Every Body went to fee it; 
and, among the reſt Monfieur De Fomenelle; at the 
Defire of the Duke DOrleant. It was faid, that he 
had not view'd it with the Perſpieacity of a Phi- 
: loſopher; and this raiſed a Medley of Invectives and 
| Railleries againſt him. The Dutcheſs Du Maine, 
who ſeldom hononred me with a Word, ſaid to me; 


i ** I think you ſhould acquamt Monſieur De Fonte- 4 
g nelle of all that is ſaid about him, relating to 
Mademoiſelle Tetar.“ I writ to him, without 

1 3 any 
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a ME MOR of: 
any other Thoughts. than that poſſibly he might 
fend me an 1 of Apology for himſelf. 
He happen'd that ſame Day to be at the Marquis 
De Laſſays, where the Company were for bantering 
him on that Head. It ſeems he thought their Jeſts 
wanted Poignancy. 1 have ſomething much 
better than all this in my Pocket, ſays he, and 
produced. my Leiter. It pleaſed; it became the 
Chapter, of the Day. Copies were taken. of it, and 
Paris was full of it. "Ti is 1 little thought of; 

and was much amazed, ſome Days afterwards, when 
a great deal of. Company coming to Saus to ſep a 
Play, every one ſpoke to the Dutcheſs Du Haine 
about this Leiter. She remember ing nothing of what 
ſhe bid me do, did not know, what, it was about. 
She asked me, if it was I that writ it? Ig ſWer d 
in the affirmative. On this the whole Company 
came to me, and many were the! Praiſes I received, . 
They then returned to her. Highneſs and compli- 

mented her, on having a Perſon who could be 
of ſuch, Uſe and Entertainment to her. This was 

ore than eyer had come; into her Head till now. 

| She azked we for. the Letter, I had kept a Copy 
of it, but all the, Company immediately pulled one 
out of their Pockeis She: read, at, approved of it; 
and now was ſenſible ſhe. could make a farther Uſe 
me, than ſhe had. [his is it, and it ſerves to 
ſhew that the Merit of Things is not ſo much efti- 
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mated by the Importance, as the ¶ Prepos or Sear 
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5 * | bs', F of NOTE Terar 3 
leſs Noiſe than your Verdict concerning 

5; « ir; the Diverſity of Judgements on which, obliges 
«© me to acquaint you of them, [t is thought 
10 l 3 * not without Reaſon, that the 
5 bf he Oracles *, that he who has 
4 Bs N the Tripos. of the Sibyls, ſhould 
„ have Keel d at Mademoiſelle Tetar's Bed. 
What ſignifies ſaying, that he was induced to it by 
©* the Charms, and not the Charm of the Lady? 
© Neither are of any Weight with a Philoſopher, 
* Accordingly, it is the Talk in all Companies: 


% How, ſay the Criticks, this Man aubo \has fo 


& clearly. es Preſtiges, carried an 4 thouſand 
* Leagues of, and rwvo.rhouſand Tears ago, con du : 
* "be Ts into an Impoſture practis d under bis very 
„Eyes? The Partinans of Antiquity, animated by 
1 rn of a long ſtanding, ſecond the At. 

* „ tack. TR ſee, ſay they, that be ll be again 

crying Modern Prodigies beyond the 
1 yo 1 of fine, the ſhrewder' Sort pretend that, 
15 like a ſtaunch Pyrrhoniſ, finding every Thing 

* Uncertain, you believe e very Thing poſh le. On = 
3 

* Alluding to a Book of his. on the Oracles, e. of 
the Pagans, There is an Bug Tranſlation of it, 


10 4 * ME MO P 8 ; . f. 


the other Hand, the Devout are extremely leaſed 
withrthe Homage ou, haye pgid to the 2955 
and hope it won't flo op there. The Women alſo - 
hold Ache much obliged to yon, for the 
18 title Miftruſt you have ſhewn of the Artifices of 
* the Sex. For my Part, Sir, I ſuſpend my Judge- 
ment till I am better informed. I. only obſerve, 
, that the ſingular Attention which your moſt mi- 
oo TE. Actions gre. is a manifeſt, Proof >a 
Eſteem in Which” you ſtand with the Pu 
and its Cenfure'appears to me to carry fomething ; 
12 f0 flattering in it, that 1 do not in che leaſt | 
Y © bend I. am committing an Indiſcretion, in ſending 
© you an Account of it. If you are leaſed to re- 
* «ward my Confidence with yours, promiſe you 
* I ſhall make as fl. Uſe of K. 1 L the” ad 
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- T'own felt a very ſweet Sarisfaftion 3 in ist 1 
by Thing done Without any Defign, and which 
had not taken we up Half an Hour, what poſſibly 
1 ſhould never have compaſſed by any formal Labour. 
The Applauſe was not — The Curiofity- 
of knowing me, procured me Friends of Diſtinction; 
and the moſt fenfible Pledſure of all was this Letter 
Fee revelved iv. we rpg De wy | 


. 
Tr 3% 214 8 #55, eB 


p bs eee ee u e Der. 20, 1713. 
Un N e to Monfteur De Fontenelle 


8 makes no leſs Noiſe than the Adventure 
% f Mademoiſelle Terar. *Tis A Monument which 


a wilt 
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will perpetuate its Remembrance, and al- 


ready conveys the Knowledge of it among the 


moſſf barbarous Nations. All the Germans here 


** make a Buſtle for having Copies of it. But, let 
me tell you, tis not very well done, that I am 
informed by the Publick of a Thing that concerns 
you, and gains oo the Approbation of all, by 
whom one would defire to be adproved. Hence- 
forward ſhew me more Confidence, and let me not 
© hear from others what will give me a Concern. 
This ſhould engage you to it, as now the Deciſion 
of the Publick confirms what I have often told you. 
Adieu, Mademoiſelle. Remember I am here. 


Tais Succeſs of mine having confirmed his former 
good Opinion, he renewed his Correſpondence with 
me; and, being in a City of Germany whete- hi 
commanded, and continued three Years, he was 
curious of knowing, from ſeyeral Hands, what was 
doing in France. He defited that I would regularly 
ſend him all the News I could gather. I became 
inquiſitive ;' and writ to him with equal Affiduity 
and Cireumſpection, not 8 however ſome 
agreeable Digreſſions or Remarks. His Letters, in a lit- 
tle Time, came to be juſt ſuch as one would Writ 
to an Agent. I hade received yours of ſuch n 
** Date----Write' me Word what is doing----You 
omitted acquainting me with ſuch a Thing“ 
Nothing more, Vet the Hand and the Seal tranſported 
me. It was with Impatience I waited for the Day 


and Hour of , them: And 1 remember a 


Clamour I had at Verſailles with the Poſt-Man who 


brought me one of his Letters, and would not 


give it me, nor take my Money, as neither he nor I 
22 1 33 „„ . 1 4 | 3.4 iti & RAEZY NS > | had 


8 


13 
_—_ 
: 


Morne 3 
os * Change. Tt told him, I did not care whether 
he returned me a hy * Thing or not. He was for goi 
AWAY z An cel y. laid, 8 Tl call again preſently.” 
This was in the Morning. Good God,” ſays my 
'Companion, awaken'd the Noiſe we made, is 
ot a Letter as good At Obe Hour As ar 23 
* The generouſliy pulled out ſome Pence 
.to ſilence us, that ſhe might go to ſleep: again. I 
Inis ſudden R Repuration, as I have ſaid, drew the 
| Curiqus about. me. Among. others, the Abbe Le 
aulicu *, who ſometimes: came to Verſailles, and 
never wopld have thought e ing a Word on 
me, entere Into of formal * ** ar z 
god Fortune to owed my 
. 7 A carried me dough the 
1 er through b eflion, in 
For r. 2 "Doe e in ne of preſetving 
5 ince had procured to me, 1 * not, won 


lower myſelf wi 
4 8 22995 F dh Tack 14 
5 to 75 as alway niform. is was 
[a 12 "ak ed to the Count De 
cle 2 z 15 bs Wie, his Merit, and 
Intimaey . t a idee „ eee of the laſt 
Century. . deſirous of my Acquaintance, 
2 enquired 5 ms at Fontainebleau, whither we 
one 3 but, I ſuppoſe, he little thought 
;of P.. ju me, under a Stair - Cafe, At laſt, 
coping . us, he happened to ſeat himſelf 
next to me 8t i 5 Pls and; we. had Tome Talk, 
eg uin to the 


which e i e \ ba Play, 


] * Of = table Pang Makes 4 very good Figure 
4mong the French Reid Died i in the re 1720, aged 
4. 


7 


DS ft 


Q@ < vs 


T8 F 1005 


r 2 & % 


POPE" 


TY. wh 
a 


Madame DE STAHL. 107 


Play, and I took care to keep the {are Place for Gay 
This Regard” affected him; and“ ſonderime after, 
when I was at Le 4 Writ to the. Yefiring 
Leave to come and ſee me. 20 Auger was ſuitable 
to ook 1 of ſuch a Le * 

ſame Time, the Haig het Di Matte 
eq wih the Cardinal vlignac. * her 
diſtinguiſhed eceleſiaſtical F avoutite, to. explain to 
her his, Ke (a fine Latin Poem, of 
twel ve thouſand Lines, in Defence of Religion and 


Vinue z) and PHY Evening a a Set of fele&t Perſons 


her Cloſer, to hear him. Of this earned 
Aebi Monſieur De Valincourt was one, and he 
uſed to f in my i Receptacle till the 


— 


Time of Meeting. e Reaſon for admitting me, as 


yet, had not prep: M30 againſt thofe by which, 
I ſtood excluded. 1 had ſometime before at Sraule 
defired P be preſent at the Reading of the firſt Book, 

Ns by the Duke Du Maine t himſelf; an 

I had the Mortification to be allowed, on Condition I 
Jhould not be ſeen, Aſter this I took care to 'y more 
diſcreet in my Deſires. The Eſteem of thoſe wha 
now began to know me, compenſated for that unſur- 
mountable Diſdain the Great have towards thoſe 
of a Condition ſo very _ beneath, them. But this 


oO 2 Contempt, 


* . one of the Prench plenipotentiaries at tha 
Treaty of Utrecht; at the Concluſion of which, it muſt 
be owned, he: ſhewed a very delicate: Gratitude: For 
owing: his Purple to the Pretender:s I eh ,.he ob» 
rained, Leave to quit Holland before the ature 
of a Peace, which ſeemed utterly to quaſh Tar erion” $ 
Expectations. The 1 1 2.5 this 
Lives of the French Writers deſerves reading.” 
44 natural Son of Lewis XIV.” 


e 


„ 


MZ MOIAS . 
- which, falls only on the Lot of W 


| N ſy reflected on their Perſons ; and 


all che Glitzer, Power, and State with which "they 
are environed, prove no e This Obſer va- 
tion. is far from * levelled at the Dutcheſs Du 
Maine. She had a , an Affection for Merit, 
ſeldom ſeen bo Nest of R 
„ Tuis little Epocha which I have 7 was to 
me the Beginning of a Life, in every Reipect, more 
WO. Her moſt ſerene Hi 5 condeſcende: 
50 to 2 3 heiſt to She like 
my A wers, and rom my rages... | 
ceived that ſhe even ſought it; and that often, in 
| 24% 44 her Eyes would be towards me, to obſerve 
my Attention. She had it entirely 5, freely z for no 
Perſon eyer ſpoke. with more Clearnels' and Fluency, 
more Spirit and Puri 12 * All is full of a natutal Dig- 
nity. She makes neither of Turn, Figute, or 


| 255 of thoſe Ornaments which ace called vention. 


ſhe, is js Rrongly 7, ingly. by Objects, ſhe ex- 
fles them, as they are reflected by an unblemiſhed 
. without e Omiſſion, or any Al- 
teration . whatever, that her Talk gave me infinite 
ng 9g when ſhe came to perceive, it, 1 was not 
1 l. bes in her Favour. _ 


' THE Exaltation of her Family was then at 4 


higheſt Point of which it was ſuſceptible. Since her 
Marriage with the Duke Du Maine, by ber active 


Sollicitude for procuring to him and his Children a 
Rank equal to her own, they gradually had attained 
to all the Honours of Princes of the Blood; and fhe 
availed herſelf of ſome favourable Oceurtences to ob- 
tain that famous Edict, which intitled them and their 
n to the Succeſſion. The en A 
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of ſo masy Princes of the Blood; had produced and 
facilitated, that Scheme which was then executed 
without any Contradiction, and afterwards occaſioned 
ſach Animoſities. But this preſent Proſperity, bl ind- 
ing the Cataſtrophe it led to, made her court a bril- 
liant Scene of Joy and Feftivity, _ | 

T' E Princeſs's Taſte for Pleaſure was now on the 
Wing. Not a Pay paſſed without a Play or Re- 
heatſal. | The Nights alſo were improved to Di- 
verſions ſuitable i them. Theſe were called the 


_ Great Nights. The Commencement of them, as of 


all Thigg vas very plain and ſimple. The Dutcheſs 
Du Mu who loved to ſet up late, uſed often to 
ſpend the Ae Night in ſeveral Parties of Play, The 
Abbe De Fanbrun, than whom nore of her Courtiers 
more ſtudied her Humour, ftruck out a Project, that 
on one of the Great Nights ſome Perſon ſhould make 


her Appearance ſhrouded in Crape, as the Figure of 


Night, and thank the Princeſs for preferring her to 
the Day. The Goddeſs was to have an Attendant, 

who ſhould ſing ſome Lines on the ſame Subject. 
The Abbe communicated the Secret to me; and, of 
all the World, I muſt be his nocturnal Deity, and 
both compoſe and pronounce the Speech. The whole 


Merit of this little Entertainment lay in the Whim, 


and being quite unexpected: At leaſt I acquitted my- 
ſelf but badly; and, being ſeized with a {imidicy at 
ſpeaking in Publick, I forgot one Half of what I was 
to ſay. The Contrivance however was applauded 
and Oceaſioned the ſplendid nightly Entertainments 
which ſeveral Perſons gave to the Dutcheſs: Du 
Amine. For ſome of them I compoſed bad Verſes, 
others were of my planning; there was not one 
an which I'had not ſome * I appeared, I ſung 

| in 
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ia them; but my Timidity uſed to ſpoil all, that I 
ſon came to be employed no further than dhe 
ſ heming Part, and my Succeſs herein prov'd a freſh 
Recommendationteime ea. „ 

- Tas laſt of theſe Entertainments was wholly. 
mine and exhibited in my Name, thongb the: E- 
peice muſt be thought to have been another's. It 
was: called, :/aſte aeirhdrawn to Seaux, and prefid- 
ing over. all the Princeſs's ſeverab\Qtcupations, He 
firſt led in the; Graces, who i Dance ſpread a 
Toilet ; whilſt others ſung, Airs the Words of which 
were adapted to the Subject This made the frft 
Scene. The ſecond: was the Games perſonified; bring - 
1.g Card- Tables, and all the other Implements for 
Playing, which they arranged amidiſ Dances and 
Songs, by the beſt Performers of the Opera. In fine, 
the. laſt Interlude were the Laughis; who erected 
a Stage for a Comedy of one Act, the com poſing of 
which fell on me, all the Poets (for it was ab- 
ſolutely to be in Verſe) declining the Subject. It 
was the Diſcovery of the magic Circle, which the 
Dutcheſs Du Maine had for ſome T:ime been la- 
bouring aſter with incredible. Ardour. The Dramatis 
Perſon were the very Perſons charaftcriſed s which; 
under all the Jejuneneſs of the Subject, cauſed it to 
be. extreamly liked: And I ſhould! have been no 
Loſer by it, had not ſome ſiniſter Events pot a ſud- 
den Period to the Emertainments, and oblitetated 
even the very Remembrance of them. 

- In; the mean time, my Emerſion io Favour and 
Reputation produced ſame. Return of the Datcheſs 
De Ia Ferte s Coumenance, My firſt Succefestyexed 
her:z but at laſt the publiek Approbationſreconeiled 
hes's, and, in that, it gave me thei beater Plesfute; 
HEL 48 "1 e rom DEA 111% for 


—— 


& ²˙ W XX 
& * * * 
[ 


t 
4 
. 
3 
> 
0 
1 
1 
$ 
d 
1 
4 
7 
r 


Aude. 5E STAHL 111 


For 1 was | ſo-1eoubled et ber Reſentment againſt me, 
that whilſt it laſted, I frequently dreamed either of 
ſotne Inereaſe of Diſpleaſure, or — it had ſubſided 

into Reconeiliation. Her Affection indeed 1 never 
— but ſhe allowed me to wait on her at 
Times, and. always treated me with Affability and 
Freedom. It was fince the Return of her Favour 
that ſhe one Day ſaid to me; © Mind, Child; I foe 
** no-Body. but myſelſ hoi always i in the Right,” | 


This Say ing has, beyond aby Precept, taught The A 


Miſteuſt of myſelf; and when ver Lam tempted to 
think myſelf in the Right, it always occurs to me. 
Ido alſo could more eafily ſee my Siſter, whoſe 
Company was pretty agreeable to me, though with 
ſome Mixture of Uneaſineſs in her. In fine, every Thing 
was mended with me; when, 'behold's the famous 
Epocha, which brought. on a total Change la our 
—_— Living. 

EMWIS IV. had, \G&@ ſome Time, SY 
cliotgi; but this was a eloſe Secret, and thoſe about 
him affected to believe nothing of it: However the 
Dutebeſs Du Ame, in the Midſt of all the. Phe 
ſare «hd Diverſions in Which ſhe ſeemed 3 
Seamerſed;/extt vigilant for the Aggrandiſement 
the Hauſe of Aſuinr, aud the Stability of its Great. 
neſe, faw of what Moment it was, in the preſent 
Oritis, o o what ions the K ing hal 
made. She the Duke to move Madatie 


De Aninrenon , „ho e fot the Nail, 
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no! eee e as Cult eren 8d to Say. 


ron, of facetious Memory; afterwards, for ſome Time, 


Aan to the · Grand Menarch Lewis XIV. who was fo 
charmed with her Qualities, that he privately married 


her, 
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ed * Princes all the Affection of a Governeſs, that ſhe 
would prevail with the King to inform them of his 
Will, that they might in Conſequence take proper Mea- 
ſures; and perhaps induce him, whilſt he was ſtill liv- 
ing, to make ſuch Arrangements as would beſt ſecure 
the Permanency of their Elevation. Madame De Main- 
tenon eluded ſuch a Step, apprehending it might 
diſpleaſe; however, overcome by the Intreaties of 
the Duke Du Maine, ſhe brought the King to allow 
that this Prince and his Brother ſhould ſee che Will, 
but on Condition not to make known one Article of 
it to any Perſon, whoſoever, Under this ſtrict Seereſy 
they judged that their Knowledge would be of no 
uſe to them, and refuſed any further Information. 
This was a capital Error, and the Dutcheſs D 
Maine ſaw the whole Amplitude of it. In order to 
retrieve it, the chief Preſidents De Me/mes, Meſſieurs 
De Moos and De Valincourt were ſummoned to a 
Council, held in Preſence of the Duke and Dutcheſs Du 
Maine, and the Count De Toxlouſe. The Reſolution 
was, that as there was ee, what had been 
gefuſed, at leaſt the Knowledge of fome important 
Article ſhould be ack d. Here the Opinions varied; 
hor it was carried for that which the Count De Tou- 
Touſe declared for, to know whether His Majeſty had 
receſtabliſh'd the King of Spain in OREN wy 
11791: n elner 
her, though in this the Conſcience of the King, then 
growing in Years, had alſo ſome Share. She died in the 
Year 1719, turned of: 70. Her laſt Words were, 
Adieu! a few Moments more—and what a Scene 

ſhall I behold !” Nothing is more entertaining than 
her Memoirs, of which we B elegant Tranſlation 
in C CY TOASTER 9067: 2 080m 
N XIV's natural Sons legitimated by a ſolemn 
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F. A e LOVER ut than the 
e it was uo leſs than pd} py gat all 
che *AWairage" of this Viſcovery into the if 
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| 2 , turn it 70 tlie D Deinen a 
14 0 | | l e br A Vester ly? e 
DOM was ebidelt, And the Dh ar Mafne 

| kepreſented We” bur they wauld 125 bear of it, al- 
* it Wend Pd. Offence to the King. Tbe 

*Oftetns, then wacquainted: with the future 

= ſpoſit ions, and little ſure of annulling tem with the 

he after watds di 100 courted. the oke'Du Maine. 

Wing? had Thobgbts of ering ng his Dabghter, 

Madefnoffelle He 2 to the Prince De Dombes. - 

The Büke De Brancas, one of his Favourites, ſpoke 

to we long before the Cataſtrophe, and faid 1 would. 

de well to Iptimate the Matter to the Duchefs Du 

Maine. I fail'd not to! acquaint her with what had 
deen told mne; The" ſeem'd to take but little Notice 

ir. Some Tetrer Reaſons tender d her cold to this 

Prop6fal'; which had, beſides, been more explicitely 

'matle both to her and'the Duke Du Maine. Neither 

of them ſafficiently ſeeing the abſolute Authority 

Which the Duke Orleans could not fail of ac- 

quiring; and more impreſſed by minute Incon- 

veniencicz, than the great Advantages Which chis 

Alliance offer'd, they neglected it; or, at leaſt, did 

hot ſufficiently exert 5 alas to give a Fram © to the 
| als A from it. | 


Preſidegt. 
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Taz Duke D'Orbeans thus rejecte 


better inſorm d, t vrn'd his Views to uar 
ter z the gaining Ae the leading 5 5 | 


pony vl void of all Sincerity; whatever they 
defice ſhould certainly be done, when the pou I 
came into b "Such alſo were his Practices 
with the Parliament; be put a thouſand Intrigues in 
Play to procure himſelf Creatures and 5 is, who 
all took care to deſerve their Hire. 7 
ward e pparently devoted to- the oa. 
Maine, Ng little Uſe to it. He had — 2 
the Courtier b but 1 little 5 the Man, except. bei 
agreeable e was eaſy, timorous, p — 
and. full of 9515 5 Defeds wich which. a — 
certajoly pleaſe, but can never „ e 
Tu King's Langour at lepgth N h into a 
menacing ; Maoeſs. His 52 foreboded ſo many 
Mae to the Duke Du Maine and his Family, 
that nothing elſe was thought of. The Duicheſs Du 
kg N full of Alarms for the. grand Concern which 
yat Stake, flew to Verſailles, was with Madame 


De Mainte non, and conjur d her to el tar up what it 


as now; of: ſo great Moment to know. She would 
eclare nothing, and flatly turn d the deaf Ear to all 
the Expedients propos d to be ſuggeſted to the King, 


for corroborating what he had regulated in Favour. of 


the legitimated Princes. A Cond for his Re- 
poſe,” and the Dread of loſing him, diverted /the 
Fa vour ite s Attention e every other Concern. 
. 855 his Ilneſs, he, of himſelf, conferred: on 
oke , Du Maine a. Da .1 which jg 
Duke DN Orleans did. not di 
pointed a Day for the Review of Bieten r Troops; 
ar.d;/ as he could not be preſent at it, he nomina 4 
"mo 


Ius Prince at lengih 


poſitions in his Will i 


Laws without Support, and ſtro — ſhaken. by, the 
Latereſta of a new Maſter, ſoon, fall ta the Ground 
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Duke Du Maine to him. This 
ee fwd. wg to and perhaps 
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Was i the Ki 
himſelf, ſome Days before; his ns" 2 che the King 
but it was,,now..t00 late to 
make any Lſe of this ledge. All, the Duke Do 
Ment cond do, was to R the King the 


1 ef what; be was, doing for him. 
the Diſcontent it would gite Faq .. 
DYOrieans,; already too powerful to be 1offended, 


with Safety.) The King perſiſted in ks Matters 


as . by the Will. It erected a Council of 
ney, ſpecifying the Members, and nominating the 

Du e D Orleans Preſident... * was to be 
decided by the Majority of 3 - Toy this Council 
was committed the Tutelage of the young K ing; and 
the Superintendende of his Education; the Safety of 
his Perſon, and the Command of his Houſhold 
to the Duke Du Aſaine: An Authority, 

3 would have enabled him to ſtand his Ground, 
had he retain da it. But the Power of Kings, how- 
ever deſpotic, does not E beyond the Grave. 


LEWIS: XIV. dying on the FEirſt of September, 
he Aſſembly of the Parliament, in which the Re- 
2 cy; was to be ſettled, was held early the next 

y. . Notwithſtanding the Royal Diſpoſitions to the 
contrary, it was given to the Duke D Orleans, aſ- 
fiited by 2 Council, without Which he was to do 
nothing. Pleaſed that he had ſecured the main 
Point, and flatter d with this unexpected Succeſs; | 
be * himſelf ſo in his Speech, as to transfer 
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the Blunders he was. tumbling into, f. 


t * Deter; 7 Age 
þ *rapite — Sefeoh; there ee of 'h3 2 wy 


pray ly; oe deim fogdeß 'Pretence, 1 e 
N ficrnobh, Im Det DH 48) 
Meaſures · With RI 
A Sberch Wil drawn up for fm, ſhe wing — 
eon — poke Aisied Aatherity, and the Nes 
ceffiry of eoncent ng it wholly inf WigPerſon ; Withel 
8 5 his Conſent ee eee Statel Affair, 
tiwith the Deliberation of the Council of Res 
pedicy ; ef Which however he was t have the mo- 
Kata defides the e eee 
Ar this was agreed to: And it. was on thibOw 


Pleaſure than e 


_ eafforhe dechared be Kale ge gare wien 4. 85 
Evil, and at full Liberty for doittiy 


ti the tans Gefen # wy ones, or RE - — | 
Maine thoald'h the Super intendency 0 
King's Education but one freſh Remonſtrance from 


the — 2 Command of the" Hoof: 
Rold Troepe war him. M 
Ir W urged — of che Partibijent 


hat he who had the Care of the K ing's Eduearion, 
muſt neceſſarily be. inveſted” with the Command — 
the Houlhold Troops, the Guard ef the Kin 

Perſon,” otherwiſe he could not be anfwerable for It ; 


bis, -afeer: a fort Debate, chis alſo was carried 


3 Duke Du Maine: Hereupon he defiret 
in the Act which dec him near the 
might be diſcharged from being anſwerable 
This at firſt-was admitted, but on a 

Repreſentation 


A Friend, at my Req 
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. Repreſentation of the Indecency of ſuch a Diſcharge 
from the Parliament, he acquieſced, Being ſtripped 
of all Power, this ineſtimable Truſt, 8 which 
alſo he did not long remain inveſted, became of no 
Advantage to him. Some Days after the young 
King, on his Bed of Juſtice, confirmed all the Pro- 
'ceedings of the Parliament. 

Is chis ! important Juncture the Dutcheſs Du Maine 


would be at Paris, though without any Dwelling 


there; and the only one ſhe had till then, was the 
Apartment of the Maſter of the Ordnance at the Ar- 


| fenal, which had been lately pulled down, in order 


to be rebuilt. She borrowed the Horel De Meſmes 
of the Fitſt Preſident ; and, as it did * afford 
Room for all her Ketiane, I was left at Ver * 
|, made known to | 
| at not being vs her inthe A 3 
Lg that I begged, if ſhe thought fit, that in . o 
be near ew might look out for a Lodging in the 
Neighbourhood. She Melt wit leaſed with my Zeal, 
and 1 addrefſed myſelf. without yer aps tn to 9 4 
oonventual n wha had brou Wh 
Paris with an Aſſurance that, on the luſion o 
het Marriage, her Houſe ſhould be mine, It had 
been concluded, and now ſhe refuſed me a Shelter 
only of a few Days. Being but a Novio in the 
Ways of the World, I was "purely aſtoniſhed at 
ſuck a Denial ; but I have fince had Occafion through 
to learn, not to. be. ſo ly ſur 7 rized. ' A Brother 
bY — De b ct fn 0 b that Pare of, ho 
Town wi 2 Niece o is, ma mie an r of a 
oom. This was more than 1 expected from him. 


Thus, though I was miſtaken in both, one made 


amends for the 1 yh did not thay there many 
IE 1 Days, 


e e 05% ny" 


Di the Dotcheſs Dn Maths having "ound at the 
rel Be An a Kind” of Cave, * me ed. I 
"was thruſt. 
Taz Preſent Events bad town ver. "Into ſuch 
"Difquierudes, as. depti ved ker 6f Reſt. The Wo- 
man Who ufed to tell het Stories. "till ſhe fell alleed, 
not, being able to hold 0tit, ſhe Propoſed. to me 10 
-read 19 fer. With great Toy did I 'undertake this 
png 1 9 500 it as Ah Aa to et 
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me "*4bove ne 5 attther - Maids, ” 95 
Tot irifeed ffftaken in this ; but] found Ro 995 


tution very unequil to ' this” a Xerciſe, 
d "Utferarice. She "uſed, to kalk t 
Family, theſe wete 


"Whith' Was conſtantly rene wed every Ni ways 
| Ie Mind beit 
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main d to the Duke Du, Mai ine, intitled him te an; 
Apartment in the 1 erits, eie Pose 4 


Maine had alſo hers there, to Mx) we pi: = 
But for her Servants | 5 were 1 8 „ 15 
Rooms, now wy 3 5 ſexeral Partiions for. he 
Woten. 1 uſual, was affigned a ſmal 
Hutch, without 155 Fire or Day- Light, but that i in 
the common Anti- Chamber: However, I. 1 Was at, 
Parts, the Place where L had always wiſhed. te-live z,; 
and atniqſt all the Inconveniences of my, Habitation, 
very good Company came to ſee me: Since Lhave 
been in a Situation to fecei ye my Friends more con- 
veniently, no Body comes near me. I was- then 


7 ung 5 and that's be 8 Tete o aby. Thing which may be- 


abquir'd, after the 
vantag 1 | 
ar Abbe De Cbauli eu *, wha bad ſotß weg as | 
lively. a "Paſſion as fourſcore 1 iy e 1 ., af; | 
any me with a little Coquetry. .. him 
that it was entirely, owing to the Ne ity 1 Was 
under of pleaſing, to make the K or Dy, G 


ols of 195 Pre ethinent . ) 


ters in [one Meaſure ſupportable z, and that had not 


I ſeaſon'd, my Manners, with a little of it, 1 
have been leit to myſelf, I gave him my We 

E have kept it, that when I ſhould be. Miſtreſs; of 
Window. and a Chimney, 1 2217 A fide all 


| Thoughts of. rendering myſelf ine Wa * preg 
1 


"THis poor Abbe, who was atributed wy 
me ii his Imagination, thoſe Graces which were. moſt, 
apt to charm him : & And as any. his OWN. weſe now. 


; + lite and. witt Poet; of a ood mily 3 
1 I 10 fie n W Wen Wer So Mar. 


ter ſaid of his Picty. Dicd in 1720, aged 365 


* PSS | 
as TT eEETE EG win? 
tao MEZMOT AS of 5 
himſelf by Complaifance, and an Attention p antici- 


4 ” * 


ate whatever I could defire, 1 omit, his, Verſes o 
me, though they ſhow'd that, at ſuch an adyanced 
Ape, bis Wit retain'd all the SprightJiveſs of Youth.. 

To this Incenſe, which with ſore has. ſo intoxicating 
2 Pragrancy, the Abbe alſo propoſed 10 40 Preſents ; 
and one Day, ruffled ' with his imporibnate Inſtances 

that 1 ſhould accept of a Thouſand Piſtoles, LIaidto 


- 


bim; © 1 adviſe you, in Return for yout agererous | 


Offers, not to make the like to wany Women. 
Jou would find one to take you at your Word,” 
Ob!“ ſays he, 1 know who 1 am ſpeaking. 
to., This ingenuous Anſwer ſet me a laughing. 
He oſten uſed to be 3 me to dreſs, and 
e idea vour d to make me aſhamed of my Appearance, 
1 Abbe,“ ſaid I to him, what 1 am without is 
**my Ornament.“ Having no other Reſource 
than his Complaiſances, he repeated them inceſſantly, 
He every Morning uſed to write a Letter to me, an 

came to ſee me every Day, unleſs I directed otherwiſe. 
His Letters were to know my Pleaſure ; and, when 
J preferred” his Coach to his Company, hi ſent it me 

1 


2 repining, and 1 diſpoſed of it as 1 pleaſed.” 


was abſolute over all his Houſe ; but Authority is. Inc; 


fituating. I, among other Occaſions, exerciſed mine 
in Behalf of a little Boy, who uſed to bring me his 
Letters. He came one Day to acquaint me, that 
His Maſter had turned him away. I ſaid to him, 


without any Queſtions about Right er Wrong, 
„ Go back and tell him, it is my Pleaſure you ook 
4+flay with him.” His Maſter took him again; 
but the young Rogue did wy ProteQtion little Hon- 
opt, | bebaving worſe and worſe, and not a Word 
was faid to him, 4 ys 45 ki — 4 | ; 4 HY ; 101 21 
| 28 VNVIAuIXEVER 
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_Wnznzyss I agreed to ſup at the Temple with 
him, or at the Grand Price's” Ws ak care to have 
the moſt agreeable N and eſpecially thoſe 
he knew I ſhould like. In tine, bis Thoughts were 
entirely taken up in filling my Life with all the 
Amuſements it was capable of; and from him 1 
learned, that there is no greater Happineſs than to be 
beloved by one who is palt any Confidence in him- 
ſelf, and I , Ct 

Fzw Days paſſed without a Vifit from Monſ De. 
Valincourt, whoſe ſolid Regard for me diſdained any 
Affectation of Gallantry, It would have been an Injury 
to my great and juſt Eſteem for him, had I not ſhieu u 
bim à diſtinguiſhing Preference. This ſome others 
ſtomached, and interpreted it according to their 
Humours, which I did not think were to be my 
Rule of Conduct. One of theſe was R------ ; Who, 
after going round the World, had come ſo low as 
to me, wit en whether true or falſe, 
of a firong Paſſion 3, as Raptures, Diſquierades, Jea- 
louſies, Reproaches ; nothing was wanting; aad the 
whole well ated, that the Scene became intereſting. 
His Converſation, and eſpecially his Letters, which 
exceeded any Thing of the Kind I had ever ſeen, 
gave me great Entertainment. I will own, that we 
are pleaſ es e Perſeverance by thoſe 
whom we do not love, and alſo do not deceive, _ 
' I HAD, beũdes other agrecable Viſitants, Monſieur 
De Fontene lle, who never, went out of his Quarter 
for Company, came very often to ſee me. The 
Duke De Brancas, ſo. famous for the inimitable 
Sallies of a pindaric Imagination, paid me ſome 
Homage. I had ſoftened the Ferocity of Zoure:, 
that he ſoon left off all " Neixba leaſt to 


nothing from you. 
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me. Seven others, hom, I cannot now recollsR, 
alſo” crowded about me. The Converſation and. 
Civilities of ſo many Perſons of Wit and different, 
Tempers impatted a Delight and Variet Life, 
without the leaſt 3 of Difc ehe 5 theſe 
Enjoyments were great! biene by t 

ot my Watchings and the Fire of 


Fatigues 


% 


Fellow-Servants ; not ſatisfied Wirk de Wat 


me of what Une n Reft Fe 8 17 
of by Day or 1 1 5 75 = 
ſheeeſively: diſmi 565 of my. Diga 
urged to me, that by bre Bp" off Conn Wis" I 
thou bt 1 Suſpicion on them, and counteranced the 
Slander ; However, 1 knew "that ſuch as Thould be 
renounced, are not renounced ; and that, of all Marks 
of Indifference, this is, the leaft manifeſt. WTO 

* Pxrviovsry © to Things of more Importare e, 4 
Word or wo of Nlorſient De Silly. He was fe- 
rurved from Germany, withvur giving me the leaſt 
Intimation about that cr auy Thing elſe. N 
the Death of the K ing, 1 met at N of his 
People whom 1 knew. I asked Fane 
Maſter Was, that T'had not heard from bin 
Man anſwer's: ke had been returned ſome Mo 
1 faw he treated me like an old News Paper, by 
Of no further Uſe, The Tu@pruation which” roſe in 
me at this Towered him in my Heart'; and, amidſt 
the. ſubſequent Convulfiors, be. was rot conſtantly 
preſent to my 1 = "fn Gri e* the Eſteem, , Whith, 
on .the Teſtmory* ef the ben olf Judges, 1" ma 
allowed "to ai Allenated! me from Lelblt 
Mei . vitued® me ſo little: vr the 
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peri ſhable Sentiment? 1, Had“ fot Him oily changed 
nit Form, and from teir Alt ſprung that ten Oy 
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of Bourbon, that the only Thing then to be thought 
of, was to fettle his Authority; which, when con- 
firmed, would enable him to execute all he had 
Promiſed. - The Duke confented to this Delay: But 
no ſooner was the Regency lodged in the Hands 
of the Duke D' Orleans, than he claim'd his Promiſe; 
and was for preſenting a Petition, requeſting of the 
King, that he would be pleaſed to hold a Bed of 
Juftice for repealing the Edict, which, in Default 
of the legitimate Princes, entitled the legitimated 
Princes to the Succeſſion: And likewife the Decla- 
ration, which had conferred on them the Title, Rank, 
and Honours of the Princes of the Blood, *' 
I ux Regent, who till carried a fair Pace to the 
Duke Du Maine, both from political Views, and 
his Regard for Madame D' Orleans, informed her 
of the Duke of Zourbon's Defign, affuring her that 
be would not come into it. The Princeſs gave 
Notice of it to the Princes her Brothers. 
Tux Count D'Ex being now in his fixteenth 
Jear, when, according to the Prerogative of the 
Princes of the Blood, he is to take his Seat in 
the Parliament; the Duke Z'Orleans, fearing that 
this new Inſtance of a Privilege which the Duke 
of Bourbon was now undermining, would make this 
Prince break out before Matters were ripe, deſited the 
Duke Du Maine to defer this Step, with a Promife 
that no Detriment ſhould be incurred; that the Count 
D'Eu ſhould' be treated no otherwiſe than his Bro- 
ther: And aſſured him, that he ſhould take it 
as an Obligation on himſelf. Though the Duke 
Du Maine ſaw all the Danger, he yielded; as one 
always yields to him who is Maſter, 40h 
"þ eee BesLDES 
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 ©'Be$1Dxs the great Suit concerning the Succeſſion 

of the Prince of Conde, which the Duke of N 
badd lately loſt againſt the Datcheſs Du Maine and 
Her Siſters, and the Animoſities which it had Kindled, 
there remained very great Diſcuſſions, for ſetiling 
berwixt him and his Aunts the Partition of the Pa- 
trimony of the Conde Family. In the Courſe of 
this Affair, the Duke of Bourben and the Duke Du 
Maine were jointly to fubſeribe an Inſtrument; and 
the latter, having,. as he always uſed, taken the 
Title of Prince of the Blood, the Duke of Bourbon 
refuſed figning, without a Proteſt, that he did not 
thereby allow of” any ſuch Title. This was the 
frſt Signal of the War betwixt the legitimate and 


the legitimated Princes. i 

5 2 a Stop to it in the Beginning, the Duke 
. Du Maine thought that the Duke of Bourbon's Re- 
qulſitions concerning their poſſeſſional Diſputes ſhould 
be complied with, and urged the Princeſs his Spouſe 
to come into the diſad vantageous Propoſals, relating 
to ber Shares. Though wronged of above Half 
her Fortune, ſhe readily conſented, in order to fa- 
cilitate an Agreement hi on Foot with the Duke 
Du Maine about the other Points. | 
Tur Duke of Bourbon agreed to withdraw his 

Proteſt; allowed that the legitimated Princes ſhould 
take the Title of Princes of the Blood, except in 
Inſtruments which they were to fign jointly ;; pro- 
miſed not to moleſt them, without the Regent's 
Leave; and not to inſtigate the Dukes, or any other, 
o ſuch Proceedings, This Plan was ſhewn to the 
Duke D'oOrleaus, who, knowing what Promiſe 

the Duke of Bourbon had deni obtained from 
him to the Prejudice of the legitimated Princes, 

, 9 gave 
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gave the Duke Du Maine to underſtand. * the 
was not to be truſted, and much leſa 


greement 
Mould he ſacrifice Thing conſiderable for it: 
Yep this Prince, un wilting to ſuſpe that the Duke 


of Bourbon would be guilty uo the Breach of a. 


folemn Promiſe, proceeded. "The Act of Surrender, 
relating to the Dutcheſs Du Maine's Shares, was. 
Gone. the Duke of 2ourbon's Proteſt withdrawn, and. 
he bound himſelf to the Performance of the Articles 
Previouſly agreed on. - | 

Tunis Peace did not laſt 2 Time. A Sentence 
of ſome ſtandivg happening to be oduced, in which 
the Title of Prince of the Blood was taken by the 
Luke Du Maine, though the Duke of Berri 
was alſo a Party, rekindled the Quarrel, that bein 
the Point in View. The Duke of Bourbon infi 
that this Sentence ſhould be ſuppreſſed ; and Joclated, 
that *till then, the Edict of 1714, and the Declaration 
of. 1715, in. Fayour of the legitimated Princes, 


| ſhould. not fubfiſt. II they ſleep,“ ſaid. "the 


Durcdeſ 2 Du Maine, “ we will ſleep ; 75 they wake, 
we will wake.” The Dutcheſs of Bourbon, ap- 
rehenfive that the Inſtrument of Surrender might 
ſtruck at, got it confirmed by the Parliament. 
Taz Duke of - Bourbon, 1 that the legiti- 

mated. Princes would not of themſclves renounce the 

Advantages which the yed, in Purſuance of his 

firſt Intention, panel — to the K ing, the 


Count De Charolois and the Prince De Conti joining 
in it. The legitimated Princes, on their Side, pre- 
fented another ; pray ing, that the Affair: might be 
referred till the King came of Age; in Ex pectation, 
by this Retardment, to ſettle themſelves in the Poſ- 
feſſion of, their, Privileges, and likewiſe. that then 


they, 


* 
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they ſhould find a more favourable Tribunal. At, 

the Regent ſeemed to approve of this Expedient 5 
but, ſuch was his Inſtability, that he never kept 
to his firſt Thoughts, though always the beſt. He 
ifſued a Commiſſion for deciding this great Proceſs ;; 
ſaying, That a- Conteſt big — ſo, many Inconve- 
niencles, and even Dangers, was not to be left any 


hanger in Suſpence. 
nE Preſs was wholly taken up with the Mul- 
titude of Pamphlets, corroborating or refuting the 
Reaſons on both Sides, . in them the Sub; 
was little more than rough My. The complete 
Piece Faves Wen, The Memorial 0 the legitimated Princes; 
drawn up, under the Inſpection of the Dutcheſs, 
Du Maine, by the Cardinal De Polignac, Mon- 
ſieur Male ſieu, and Counſellor Daviſart, of the 
Parliament of Zoulouſe, who had been lately re- 
commended to the Duke Da Maine, for his Wit 
and very extraordinary. Talents in Buſineſss. 
Tan Dutcheſs Du Maine herſelf contributed. 
not à little to this Work, by her own Knowledge 
and happy Intellects, and likewiſe by very Nb ned 
Reſearches. The greateſt Part of the Night was 
{peut in them. The mountainous. Heaps of bulky: 
olumes on her Bed, . ſhe ſaid, made her, allow; 
for Proportions, look like Enceladus, cruſhed © 
under Mount Erna. I alſo aſſiſted in the i important 
Toil, and uſed to turn over old Chronicles, Civi- 
Hans antient and modern, till exceſſi ve Fati 
inclined the | Princeſs to take fore Reſt, and then 
I had to read her aſleep. | 
As this Memorial was to want nothin which. 
could add to its Weight; Precedents, Examples. 
1 Authorities were collected from * Parts. A, 


thouſand, 


_ 


un 2 r 2 


6 
5 
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N houſed obſcure People offered * for ile 


iirions, and brought cheir flimſy 2 
of them-were referred to me, of at wh 

' muſt apply do me. Among other, 2 

12 fot his vaſt Erudition (this $ the der, 


Bo bin, more a Hebrew than a "Frenchman, better 


accquzinted with the Works of the Chaldraus than 
«lh, thoſe of his Country; and à Stranger to all 


De cn ut that of Semiramrs) ſollicited to be 


Nroduced to outs, With his Accumblations of An. 
10 ys beser of no Manner of Confet e to - 
che great Point in Queſtion. What Egnifi 
5 n — Family . Nimrod to ther 

owever a inte 
and De was to come to me. When N Wi 
at het Highneſs's Toilet, and, Word being brou bt 


me, ſhe ſajd to me, Pon t g away ; bid Bien 


4. come in. [I'll fee kim». In he came; — 
iniog, from the A Frtient; that he bad Weite 

5 the Lodgings of one of her Chamber-Maids. 

The gilded Cieling, te Magnificenre of her Toi⸗ 

kt, the Number of People wanting on her; nothing 

cbuld awaken him from his firſt Thoughrs. In 


| Hs pedantic" Speech, he always called her Made moi- 
1 went away without thinking in ka leaſt 
that 


had ſpoke to apy other but myſelf. 

Tuis n u Podien br brought me © into 
Dealings with People of all Kinds. Among the 
moſt 'tenactous was one Abbe Le Camus, inrroduced 
by a nominal Coutitefe, but actually lieing on Cha- 
rity. Both afted a Part in our 18 Exhibition, 


though their Sillineſz Tenffer?d them unworthy of 


ede in it. Ampng theſe Pretenders to Learn- 
Gentleman, once 'a Monk, was preſented 


with 
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with his Papers in his Hands by the above-mentioned 
Counteſs. She put it into his , that to get them 
accepted, he ſhould invite me to a Supper at his 
Houſe, There was no avoiding it; and thither 
] went with our famiſhed Coumeſs, who could not 
contain herſelf for Joy at the Thoughts of a Supper. 
In this Houſe I found myſelf in a Congony belonging 
rather to the other World than to this. The 
Viſage of the Founder, who, was rich and covetous, 
ſtrongly expreſſed his Grief for the Expence of the 
Entertainment, Mine was not leſs, At length, for 
want of . n elſe, I began to mend what little 
Fire we had; and, with a weighty Pair of Tongs, 
took off ſomething, which my treacherous. Sight 
miſtook for a Piece of Wood out of its Place, and I 
haſtily dropped it behind a Billet half. Mr 
What was it, but a very black Chocolate Pot, full 
Chocolate? I little dream'd of ſuch a Treat, whic 
was no leſs out of Place than the oppoſed Brand: 
The Liquor at once extinguiſhed the Fire and the 
Joy of our Gueſts, and threw our Landlord into the 
r u Conſternation. 8 me. x a, that 
| after Supper one might very eaſily diſpenſe with 
; | n This, I believe, was the laſt Tim 
b he ever made any in his whole Life, that ſo he might 
not expoſe himſelf a ſecond Time to fach # grievous 


Accident. _ ESE TY 5 1 vr 
Tax Counteſs and Abbe drew me into a Party 
ſtill more diſagreeable. They brought to me 
another Female Intriguer, who, as they pretended, 
was poſſeſſed of moſt important Secrets, She was 
intimate with one Abbe De Yerac, who had writ 

either for or againſt the Duke of Bourbon, | and 
from whom they were ſure very contents Lights 
nnn 219" 20 eee 
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might be drawh.” The Dutcheſs Du Maine, lite 
thoſe fick Perſons who beſides conſulting regular 
8 alſd lend an Ear to Quacks, on feceivi 
latelligences uſed to ſend * on further Pik 
ver les. Ftom Mrs. Du U. for that was her 
Name, I drew* no more than a full Perſuaſion of 
her In {fcancy. 
* Ink Abbe and his Countels were at me again, 
Aging, that at a well furniſhed Table, ſhe would 
ak, like the Pyrhigqn Priefiefs on her Tripod, All 
ir Drift was to have a Janket' at free Coſt Thus 


lor the Entertainment. 1 went, throngb dark 
Windm and over 100 le broken Floors. "Theſe 


wien Piffages vaturally, armed "me, Are the! 


| y 
raft ing me, tho to a Meeting of Witch 
Ky 15 . LI pany, 1725 
01 ing them, did not at all Wm my. Fears, 
7 bag fo be Perfons fit for the moſt execrable 
ts ces, The Sn 55 bor with the We 
5 of a Piece. 


Wine . Mts. "D#*Puy dran 
54700 w from 1 any of her ſuppoſed Flteries, 
She uſe zards 1 e ing as with ber ambiguous 
'which hever were Cleared up. She om 
rings dy © However, her” Art fice took 


1 7 ſe 
. ry the Sub g Ph her, becan ſhe. 


at len to be finiſhed, t was a Maſter-pie 
a den N N but the Succeſs did 10 5 
the Pie it had co ze Trial came on, an 


fat them; and "the Edict, entitling them 


to 


95 L condermnd to Aba with thi Gang of Vitlaics, 
They led me to a decay d "Tennis-Cobrt, the Place 


Pieces of this grand on | 
Tak, Menivria of the, r Princes, age 
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e Succeſſion to t rpwn, 
een wh vo ich Wc hel. the | 
of the Blood, Wl . Ac all | 
them was the R ik and Honours whach, 
pericoffy, ae th " Vizzue 2 their 

he {lender Prergs LA of palſi 
dhe Bat was continued. to. 1185 "De 
and Count De A gn during 
by tis Arret 0 17, the en be 155 
Which they Ba Ale ſcendants were des td an 
intermediate Rank. in Parliament. was left in TORS, 
but che Prince. De Dombes was, deprived. of ahe. 
Rank he had beld i in_it, probably in order to, make, 
good the. Promiſe made b by the Regent, er Pe ey 
two e Nr nal Fot ing. 

WAT à heart-felt Git) to . e 15 

Mi; ine, to Tee the Abaſement of her Family, 

Fan of that TIP which ſhe HS | her, 
U e to telle, 1 2 . ( 
ba eee, 


"Th e 8 Bae * e 


del 1 hoy 
Sai ber & 157 Abe zation 
102 Foyt gion, of a ety 
de N tothe Ji 
The, ge cus i, me 110 
ap * om, I h Fr d for -rgerly. 
0 ect mes came t 0 
. 98 . my V. 
3 i m the Share, allo $ 
* 238 te, 
# keene 3 ae, ebend „ Belides 
e 


is matt r famous ritin g. a Rr di 
the Journal de Trevoux. Died in r Atl age 78.0 wm 


capable of the moſt critica 
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Conduct of Affairs, 1 obeyed, and went to the 
reverend Father, I laid before him my Commiſſion. 
He came into it with preat Vivacity ; and told me, 


that he had a Friend, a Perſon of Knk, and 3, Fo- 


reigner, whom private Buſineſs called into Spain: 
That he might bun. confided. in, was 
Negotiations : That if 
the Dutcheſs Du Maine approved of this Way, he 
would ſend the Gentleman to me, and I might 
introduce him to her Highneſs : That he himſelf 


would give him Letters, for Spain : And that her 
moſt ſerene Highneſs might put into his Hands 
| whatever ſhe thought of ſending into that Country. 


Tm1s Converſation I reported to the Dutcheſs 
Du Maine. She liked the Father's Propoſal, and 
* uaint him of her Highneſs's Ap 
bation. an was the Baron De Walef. 
was rode to the Princeſs as a Man of Genius 
who wanted to ſhow her Highneſs ſome Specimens 
of his Poetry, as indeed he was known to be a 
ogg She had ſome private Conferences with 

delivered to him his Inſtructions, and ex- 


Er him not to go beyond them, At 


deſired was, to the Kin 
of Hain in Behalf of the Duke Du Nine, — 


| _ ed Family. The Baron was firſt to wait 


dinal Mhberons, the Prime Miniſter, and ſee 


wh was to be for from him, and whether 
| he would induce. 


King his Maſter to eſpouſe 
the Affair from the Motives of Conſanguinity, and 
ReſpeRt for the laſt Will of the late King his rand- 


father, now reverſed with ſuch a barefaced Iniq vol 


that was an Iaſult to the e equitab 
and glorious Monarch, | 


Ir 
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Tr was agteed in what Manner the Baron was 
to trauſmit an Account of his Negottiation. I pro- 
poſed that his Letters ſhould be directed to m 
that the Dutcheſs Du Maine might not be rnvolved ; 
in it. They were appatently to contain only general 
News; but he had a white Ink given him, to write the 
ſecret Affairs betwixt the Lines. I was furniſhed 
with ſome of the ſame Ink, for writing the Anſwere, 
which became another Branch of my multifarious 
Department. He told me, That for the greater 
Security he would convey his Letters to me by a 
Woman, who lived at Paris, and was entirely ar 
his Devotion. "4g 
Mz asvRes being thus taken, when we thought 
he had been gone, he call'd upon me again; and 
told me, That he was diſappointed of a Sum which 
he wanted for his Journey, and deſiced me to fell 
for him ſome Jewels which he had. I acquainted 
the Dutcheſs Dn Maine with this, who readily 
under ſtanding that he wanted Money, gave him a 
Hundred Louis. At laſt he ſer out, but it was for 
Haly, where he pretended to hate ſome preliminary- 
Bufineſs, and after was to embark for Spain. The 
Reſult of this hopeful Embaſſy may be ſeen pretty 
nearly in the Report which I made on this Head, 


— r 


W 11 
„ 


CCC 


— 
* 


* 


it 1 took care to put nothing in, but what was true; 
1 for I am perſuaded, that when one finds one's ſelf 
er under a Neceſſity of deviating from Truth, it muſt 
ſe nevertheleſs be kept to as near as poſſible. Tis both 
id fafeſt and moſt honeſt, There is a Method of 
1 throwing the Shades and Lights on Facts ſo as to 
| change the Appearance, without ſophiſticating the 
P Subſtance; and this I aimed at in my Declaration, 
which ſhall be inſerted in its Place. | 

15 1 Tux 


Tu Dutcheſs Du Maine was too much diſ- 
turbed in her Mind to confine herſelf to this ſingle 
Meaſure, the Scope of which was to engage the 
King of Hain to take the Duke Du Maine's Part, by 
way of Negotiation, and ſupport what the late King 
had done in his Favour. of | 

SEVERAL of the great Nobility had pretended, 
that the Affair of the legitimated Princes ought 
not to be decided without the Intervention of their 
Body ; and a Proteſt being drawn up on this Head, 
it was ſigned by a great many confiderable Hands: 
This incl ined the Dutcheſs Du Maine to enter into 
Connexions with ſome of them. She knew beſides, 
that moſt were diſpleaſed with the Government ; 
uſed to complain of it with Acrimouy ; and medi- 
tated a Commot ion. 

As the Appeararce of any little Light in the 
Midſt of thick Darkneſs draws our Steps thither, 
to have a nearer View of it; ſo ſhe ſought theſe. 
Perſons, from a confuſed Judgment that, they could 
be of Service to her, Iwo of the Principal, the 
C----- De L------ „and Monſieur De P , were 
brought to her. As they uſed to ſee the Prince 
De Cellamare, Embaſſador of Spain, they pretended 
that by his Means great Things might be attempted, 
and prevailed on the Dutcheſs Du Maine .to have 
a Meeting with him, in a ſmall Houſe of hers at the 
Arſenal ; and thither at Night J., as Coachman, 
conducted the Embaſſador. This was repeated 
a ſecond Time, and not unknown to the Regent, 
who even then had begun to take Umbrage at theſe 
clandeſtine Steps. All I hate been able to diſcover 
of the Plan, is, that they were for difſuadivg the 
King of Spain from acceding to the(Quadruple Alliance, 


as 
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as too favourable to the Duke Z' Orleans; and 


putting him upon demanding that an Aſſembly of the 
States ſhould be held, for limiting the Authority 


of the Regent, and putting a Stop to the flagrant 


Abuſes of his Government, The firſt Article was 
all the Dutcheſs Du Maine inſiſted on. She laid 
before the Prince De Cellamare the dangerous 
Conſequences of the _ of Spain's Acceſſion. 
This was the chief Subject of her Conferences with 
him. She entruſted this Miniſter with a nervous 
and elegant Memorial, drawn up by herſelf only ; 
and he took care ſafely to convey 1t to his Court, 
Mress1EURs De L---- and De Þ---- alſo drew 
up ſereral, as falſe in Facts as in Reaſonings. What- 


ever came into their Heads, they advanced as certain; 
promiſing likewiſe the Aſſiſtance of a great Number 


of Perſons, who were quite ignorant of their Deſigns, 
and whom, on the lighteſt Conjectures, they thought 
fit to aſſociate into it. The Dutcheſs Du Maine 
could not approve of their Chimeras; and came iuto 


them not from any Weakneſs, but from the extreme 
Perturbation of her Mind, which was under a Neceſ- 


ſity of being kept in perpetual Action, though with- 


out any fixed Object. n 
Tux Prince De Cellamare having approved of 
the Deſign, for engaging his, Maſter to require a 


Meeting of the States of France, wanted a 
Model of the Letters which the King of Spain 
ſhould write on this Head ; one to the King, and the 
other to the Parliament. About theſe the Dutchey 


Du Maine ſet to work Monfieur De Maleſien, 


Jointly with the Cardinal De Polignac. The 
original Draught of this Piece, in which were both 


their Hands, ought * to have been 
52 4 


burnt,. 
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burot, The Cardical, in Haſte to be at the King's 

aſs, recommended to the Dutcheſs Du Maine to 
burn it immediately after it was copied, and Mon- 
fieur De Maleſicu laid hold of it with that Deſign; 
but whether it came into his Mind to keep it, or be 
afterwards, forgot it, he ſoon miſſed it. He was 
extremely concerned at this, but gt that Time ſaid 
nothing of it, and every Body thought that this 


- 


important Paper no longer exiſted, ; 
Ius Ducheſs Du Maine had told me nothing 
of all this, With a great many Things ſhe. en- 
truſted me, and concealed ſeveral others from me. 
I never courted the Knowledge of theſe burthenſome 
Secrets, of which I ſo well foreſaw the Conſequences, 
that ſometimes I eadcavuured to draw:her Attention 
to them: But when I uſed to tell her that ſhe 
would get herſelf impriſoned, ſhe only laughed, 
followed her Schemes, and all ſhe feared was, 
the Duke Du Maine's Reluctance againſt them. 
Tux high Favour in which I ſtood with her, 
did not ſecure me from a Storm, which was near 
throw ing me out of all. One Evening, being ſome- 
thing out of Order, I laid down till my watching 
Time came. Being immediately called to her Us- 
' drefling, I as%ked whether ſhe. wanted me for what 
belonged to my particular Office, as to write, look 
ont a Book, or any Thing under my Care? I was 
told, it was for her Toilet. What I did there was 
ſo very little, that I concluded I might indulge my- 
ſelf a liule longer, Her moſt ſerene Highneſs ſent 
for me again, and gave me a very dry Reprimand 
for the Diſpenſation I had taken on myſelf, She 
told me, that her Women ſhould wait upon her, 
and not lolter away their Time in * 

| | ays. 
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told her, that in the toilſote Life L led, it was only 
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ſays. This Language, the firſt of the Kind ſhe 
ever gave me, ſtung me; and I ſaid to her, that 
Service was what 1 ſo little underſtood, that ſhe 
never could have made a worſe Choice. My Anſwer 
122 her; and upon her Reply, though now 
ong ſince forgot, I withdrew. She did not ſend 
for me at Night as uſual, that I employ'd it in 
preparing for going away, which I waz reſolved on. 
Spent by Fatigues, diſcourag'd by Vexations, my 


only Support was the ſuperior Confideration I enjoyed 


with her : That at an End, every Thing elſe became 
inſupportable. 5 | 
I nav lately taken a Maid to myſelf, and at my 


own Expence : She, who attended us in common, 


being a perpetual Source of Debates ; whereas mine, 
whoſs Name was Rondeb, was as diſcreet and good- 
natured as could be wiſhed. I communicated to her 
what had paſſed, bidding her to get every Thing ready 
for my Removal: Yet, that I might not take ſuch a 
Step without the Approbation of my Friends, I went 
at Day-break to Monfieur De Valincourt, as his 
Prudence and good Offices would be a neceſſary 
Support to me at this Junfture, He was of my Opi- 
nion, that I ought not to ſuffer myſelf to be ill · uſed, 
and approved the Defign I had form'd of withdraw ing 
into a Convent. Indeed I had not where-withal to 
ſubſiſt there a long Time; but I promiſed myſelf 
that he, and my other Friends, would ſoon find 
opt for me a Situation leſs uneaſy than that I was 
quitting, | | : 5 

In order to give a decent Form to my Retreat, 
I was the ſame Morning with Madame Chambonnas, 
Lady of Honour to the Dutcheſs Du Maine, | 
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the Kindneſs of ber moſt ſercne Highneſs which bad 
enabled me to bear it; and, being now deprived 
of that, the Troubles were more than I could 20 | 
through: That I ee ſhe would be pleaſed 


to procure me the Dutcheſs Dau Maine's Conſent 
to leave her, and go into a Couyent. My Meaning 
war, that this ſhould be my laſt Appearance; but 
tne Lady of Honour faid to me, This is not 
the Way of leaving ſuch a Perſon as her Highneſs ; 
that I muſt return to the Thuilleries (ſhe did not 
lodge there;) that ſhe would ſpeak to her moſt 
ſerene Highvefs, and bring me her Anſwer, that 
I might act with Frecifion, I, on this, returned 
to my Manfion ; where I thought it would not 
be amiſs to make known my Reſolution, and the 
Motives, to the Cardinal De Polignac, who had 
often expreſſed an Eſteem and Friend{hip for me, 
Having ſent away my Letter, I quietly waited the 
Reſult. In the Evening Madame De Chambornas 
ſent we Word, to come to her in her Highneſs's Clo- 
ſer. She had been directed to bring me into Temper 
again, but {he took the wrong Way to it: Inſtead 
of healing, by Marks of Efteem and Conſideration, 
a Mind ulcerated by Contempt, ſhe only repreſented 
to me my Want ard Wretchedsefs, to juſtify, as it 
were, the Inſult 1 had received. I ſuppoſe,” ſaid 
the, in order to confound me, you made yourſelf 


fur of a Penſion ; but that's more than you'll have.” 


I anſwered, I made myſelf ſure of nothing. H&w 
* will you live ?“ reply'd ſhe, * That's my Con- 
** cern,” faid I. Madam. I ſhall be no Burthen to 
** any Body; but, whatever bappens, no longer will 
** Lexpoſe myſelf to Diſgufts which I do not deferve, 
aud which | am above beating.“ After exchang- 


wy 
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ing ſeveral other Sentences, not at all more lenient 
ſhe left me, and went to give an Account of the ill 
Succeſs of her Miffion, _ 
Tux Dutcheſs Du Maine, being nowilling that I 
ſhould leave her, whether from a general Reluc- 
tancy in her to part with any Perſon belonging to her 
or whether, for want of 8 better, ſhe 
feared for the Secrets which ſhe had intruſted me 
with ; the Care of reconciling me was committed 
5 a more skilful Hand, than that of Madame Cham- 
nas. r | | # 
Taz Cardinal De Polignac had certainly ſhewed 


her my Letter to him; and convinced her, that 


if ſhe had a Mind to retain me, it could be only by 
good Uſage, and by putting me upon another Kind 


of Footing in her Houſhold, He came to me in my 


Room, whilſt the Company was at Supper; told me, 
1 muſt immediately go along with him to the 
Dutcheſs Du Maine, who was alone; that he in- 
ſiſted I ſhould make ſome Excuſe to her; that he 
aſſured me, that I ſhould not only be perfectly well 
received, but in a little Time ſee myſelf removed 
from my preſent Station, into one much more agree- 
able; that it was not proper for her Highneſs to ſeem 
forced to it, in order to keep me; that this Decency 
would occaſion ſome ſmall Retardment of the Favours 
intended for me, and of which he himſelf would be 


| Guarantee. On the Honour of this Treaty, I thought 


I might re-engage myſelf, I followed the Cardinal, 
who took me by the Hand, and led me to the Prin- 
ceſs. I threw myſelf at her Feet; ſhe immediately 
raiſed me, and embraced me: A Favour ſhe had 


never done me before, and which J looked upon ag 


one of the Preliminaries ſtipulated by the dexterous 
Negotiator, 


* 
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Negotiator. What few Words paſſed on either Side 
wanted not Affection, and I entered again on Duty. 
Dise us TED with too many ſuch Adventures, and 
out of Humour with my Condition, I liſten d to ſome 
Propoſals of ſettling myſelf. A Woman, who had 
a Concern for me, informed me that ſhe was particu- 
larly acquainted with a Man of Buſineſs, who offered 
a very adyantageous Bargain; and that the Acknow- 
ledgement ſhould be left to myſelf. I mentioned the 
Matter to Monſieur De Valincourt, and he x {nie a 
Meeting with this Man ; who, with Papers of which he 
made pothſng, was for purchaſing a Place of Receiver- 
General of the Finances, which would bring him in 
Twenty Thouſand Livres per Annum : Offering, if 
his Affair ſucceeded, either to marry me, or give me 
Forty Thouſand Livres. Though it was difficult, 
et Monſieur De Valincourt, in order to make my 
ortune, which he had very much at Heart, under- 
took it; and, to this End, employed the Intereſts 
of his Maſter the Count De Toulouſe, with the Duke 
De Noailles, than at the Head of the Board of Fi- 
nances. I alſo ſaw the Perſon in Queſtion, in order 
to reſolve on the beſt Uſe to be made of his Propoſal. 
To me he appeared one of the loweſt Claſs of Mortals 
in every Thing, except Oeconomy. He was a 
Widower, with one Child. I forget about what 
it was that he told me, he did not keep Lent, his 
Son's Conſtitution requiring a Fleſh - Diet, This 
Jet me into the Licentiouſneſs of his Houſe, which, 
with the Diſparity in other Reſpects betwixt him 
and me, ' determined me, after having. examined 
Jointly with Monſieur De Valincourt all the Niceties 
of Conſcience and Honour, to prefer his Money to his 
Perſon, 
Tnz 


* 
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Tax Duke De Noailles, to oblige the Count De 
oulouſe, readily conſented to it; and writ him a 
Letter, by which he formally granted his Deſire, 
in Favour of our Man. Nothing but the Form 
was wanting, to finiſh the Affair. I looked upon 
it as already over, when the Chief -Prefident Feat 
to defire Leave to wait on the Dutcheſs Du Maine 
at Midnight ; and this was to acquaint her, with the 


greateſt Secreſy, that the Duke De Noailles was to be 


removed from the Finances, and ſucceeded by Mon- 


ſieur D' Argenſon, who was likewiſe to have the 


| Seals, already taken from the Chancellor. On her 


they were totally quaſh'd, by the 


Return, ſhe order'd me to be called, and informed 
me of the Secret, not knowing the vaſt Conſequence 
it was of to me; nor did ſhe perceive it: Yet, in 
that Juncture, nothing could have happen'd worſe. 
Though 1 had many Reaſons to acquaint Monfieur 


De Valincourt with it, J faithfully kept the Seeret. 


It ſoon became known by the Event, and greatly to 
the Amazement of the Publick;; and thus my Affair 


utterly failed: But much worſe had it been, if the 


Succeſs of it had intoxicat:d me. | F100 
Mons1ttvur De Valincourt, more concerned even 
than myſelf to ſee that my Planet had tumbled down 


two Miniſters at once, and ſhook a third, endea- 


voured with the new Keeper of the Seals, who was 


alſo his Friend, to procure for our Chapman a lu- 


crative Employment, by which, ſomething might 


be got from him. He had Hopes given him; but 

e which 
I found myſelf gradually entangled. Here is what 
he had writ to me ſome Time before about it. 
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ene 


I SEND you the Remainder of Seneca's Epiſtles, 
* & and his Treatiſe on Benefits, tranſlated by 


AMalberbe. 1 beg your Acceptance of them, 
© as an Addition to your Library. If I had not 
.** ſtill Hopes in the Keeper of the Seals, and in 


„ Monſieur Paris, to whom I have writ this Morn- 


ing, this Preſent would look ſomething like that 


of Maſſiniſſa to Sophonisba *; acquainting her, 


at the ſame Time, that ſince he could not releaſe | 
Aber from Servitude, he ſent her the only Means 
by which ſhe could deliver herſelf. _ 5 


Walks Matters ſtill wore a lacid Appearance, 


| the Dutcheſs Da Maine, alſo eafter in herſelf than 


ſhe had been for a long Time, took a Journey to 
eng M | Seaux, 
* A Carthaginian Princeſs; to whom, being taken 


Priſoner by the Romans, King Maſſiniſſa, her Husband, 
conveyed a Bowl of Poiſon, with this Letter. 


— 


MASSINISS4, to his QUEEN. 


„ THE Gods know with what Pleaſure I moot 


© have kept my Faith to Sophonisba, in another Manner: 
% But this Bowl alone can deliver thee from the Ra- 


* mans. Call to Mind thy Father, thy Country; that 


« thou haſt been the Wife of two Kings; and act up to 
<« the Dictates of thy heroick Heart. I will not long 


« ſurvive thee.” 


She followed the Advice, with the Stupidity of an an- 


tient Heroine ; and Maſſiniſſa, as he could do no leſs, 
kept his Word, Des | 


| Vi 


, 
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Staux, whither 1 was not able to follow her. In- 
deed Fatigue and Vexation had impaired my Health, 
that now I was very much ind iſpoſed. I ſtay d 


at Paris, in a Houſe which had been hired for 


Mademoiſelle Du Maine near the Tbuilleries, ſhe 


having no Lodging there. Here I had the Comfort 
of a Chamber, where ſometimes I uſed to go and 
reſt myſelf after Dinner, out of the Way of my trou= 
bleſome Fellow-Servants, As ſoon as ever 1 was 
able to ſtir, I went to wait on the Dutcheſs Dae 
Maine at Seaux, towards the End of her Stay, which 
was but a Month or fix Weeks. This Abſence gave 
me to ſee that the ſtrongeſt Tie with the Great is 
Habit, and this eaſily breaks, but no leſs eafily joirs 


again. I was at firſt as a Stranger to her: At length 
her Favour by flow Degrees returned, and I became 


admitted into the Conduct of the little Intrigues, 


which I had forfeited by my Abſence. 
WE returned to the Thuilleries; and it was at this 


Time that the Dutcheſs Du Maine, ſollicited by the 


Marquis De Pompadour to ſee the Abbe Brigaur, 
and hear him read a Piece, entitled, Reponſe aux 
Titres De Fits-Morris; or Anſwer to Fitz-Morris's 


Claims, conſented to it. The Abbe ſaid the Work 
was his. It was a particular Narrative of the Intrigue 
of a Franciſcan Fryar, ſent to Spain; in order, as 


was ſaid, to cauſe a great Revolution there, in Fa- 


| your of the Duke D' Orleans, who very unjuſtly 


ſuſpected that this Libel came from the Pen of the 
Cardinal De Polignac. The Abbe Brigaut was 
Monfieur De Pompadour's chief Confident. He 
ſpoke of him to the Dutcheſs Du Maine, as capable 
of great Affairs, and whoſe Fidelity was Proof againſt 


every Thing, On this Character {he went ſo far as to 


diſcloſe 
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_ diſcloſe to him her Diſpoſitions, and diſeourſed 


"Warmth; that, at 
the Duke D' Orleans, with a Look which ſpoke the 


with him of the Views then on Foot. This Man, 
whether from the Hopes of mending his Circum- 


ſtances, then very neceſſitous; whether from Hu- 


mont, or too much Leiſure, wanted to be in Action. 
He had already engaged in the Pretender's Affairs; 
but this new Deſign appearing to him more intereſt- 
, he embarked in it, without ever weighing his Re- 
ſolution and Abilities, which failed at the firſt 
Fs Regent was at that Time paſſionately defirous 
of conſolidating the Treaty of the Quadruple Alliance 


which, bad been contrived in England by the Abbe 


Du Bots *. — | : + 
Tn Duke oo Maine, on ol firſt i in 
the Council o * y, oppe it with ſome 
the —— of the Council, 


Raneour of bis Heart, ſaid, At length Monſieur 


Du Maine has thrown off the Mask.“ Though 


2 did not prevail, he had brought upon 
himſelf the Hatred of the Regent, who, being like- 
wiſe informed of the Intercourſe which the Dutcheſs 
Du Maine carried on with ſo many Perſons ſuſpected 
by him, began greatly to miſtruſt her. Fear of 
Troubles which might be raiſed againſt him, — 
: | 3 bis 

* An abandoned Wretch. When Lewis XIV. 


beſlowed a little Abbey on him, for ſome ſecret Ser- 


vice, Father La Chaiſe repreſented to the King, That 
Du Bois was addicted to Women, Wine, and Play: 
But the King anſwered, He has no Tye, he is never 


drunk, and never loſes. The Regent procured him the 


Purple; but when the Pope came to hear of his Pro- 
fligacy; it is ſaid to have haſtened the good old Pon- 
it's Death. 


oy * 
1 
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d mis Maligaity againſt the Duke Du Maine, whom 4 
, he believed, or feigned to believe, an Accomplice : | 
= in the Commotions againſt him, + prompted him to 
j- a Deſign of getting the King out of his Hands. This 
n. was 'a hazardous Attempt, The late King's Wilt 
'3 Pin this Point had been ratified by that very Act of 
* Parliament, to which he himſelf owed the Regeney; 
2 and by the Bed of Juſtice, which had confirmed 
| it. To invalidate theſe Acts ſeemed to carry Danger 
FE with it: And the Suſpicions current againſt him, 
us mould have rendered him ſtill more cautious in 
e, making any Alterations in the Meaſures taken for 
de the Guard and Security of the King's Perſon.” How- 
; ever, ſtimulated by D' Argenſon, whoſe Charac- 
in teriſtick was Steadineſs, and by the Abbe Du Bois, no N 
-1 leſs noted for Vehemence, he overcame all Difficul- 
II, es... 2&7. 141 bs,” 15 A * 
he To give 2 Sanction to his Scheme, he laid it 
ur before the Council of Regency, The only Perſon 
gh who s'd it was the Marſhal De Villeroy. He 
on | Perce himſelf a Man of Honour, and had pretty e 
e- well maintained the Dignity of ſuch a Profeſſion. | 
eſs Particularly, to manifeſt that the Degradation of the 
ed Duke Du Maine was without his Conſent, he im- | 
of mediately after, on ſome Pretence or 'other, wrote A 
ad him a Letter, taking care to fill it with all the Titles f 
his of which that Prince had immediately before been 
V. _ deprived, | „ 
- Tux Duke and Dutcheſs Du Maine were ap- 
4 priſed that a great Storm impended over them. The 
4 Alarm in our Houſe was ſuitable to the Danger 
the apprehended. We were all on our Guard; at length, 
ro- ſeeing nothing appear, we became as eaſy as ever. 
on- The Dutcheſs Du Maine, on Oeccaſion of the Feſ- 
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tival of ee went to ſup and lie at ths 


| 


Du Maine and Court De 


Ks; 
ay r 
— 2 — 
_— 
Þ 


— 


ſenal, the uſual Place of her Parties of Pleaſure.” 
There ſhe. was awaken d with an Account, that 
every Thing was preparing for 2 Bed; of. Juſtice, in- 


os tended. to be held that very Dey in the Tbuilleries. 


returned thither in Haſte, and I. heard; this 

ming News and her Return at the; fame. Time. 

5 was no ſee ing her in the firſt Moments, theſe 

ing taken up in conferring with the Duke, On 
3 the Count De Toulouſe. * 5 5 HT 

Tun Parliament, | according to Dalen ren 

paired. 10 * 8. which 5 every. _— 


: inyeſted with Troops, One might indeed ſee Concern, 


in the Vilages of moſt. of the Members, bat none 
of. them = bet gy rg + Vigour g or * 0 
egent cart i ore him u 
You 2 bad left the 
Aſſembly, When they; ſaw they were the Objects 
of it, every Thing which had been reſolved. on, prin - 


_ eipally, againſt the Duke Du Maine, was the more 


eaſily. executed. On, very frivolous: Pretences he Was 
deprived of the Guard of the K ing s Perſon and the 
Core of his Education; which was. conferred on the 
Duke of Bout hon, agreeably to his Petition; and 
on another Petition of the Duke's, all Acts in Favour 
of the legitimated Princes, and their Moe, were 
aunulled : After which the G De Touloufe alone 

Was 


„»A natural Son of Lewis XIV. He N 


as Lord High Admiral, the French Fleet — thoſe of 
England and Holland, in the Engagement off * Malaga; 
where both Fleets were equal in Number, though in 
Guns and Men the French had a conſiderable Supe 


riority. Not a Ship was taken on either Side, thou | 
they both fought well. 10 


. 
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was reſtored to his Rank and Honotrs, on che Terms 
of the Edict of 1717, in Ooaſideration of the Services 
he had dove the State, and the M iſdom and Magna- 
Ars, theſe Things took Place, wirhout the leaſt 


. on any Side; yet the Parliament entered 


a Proteſt againſt what had paſſed at the Bed of 
Jaſtice, but the -Publick never ſaw it. It is ſur- 
prizing that the Dake Du Muine made no Starid 
for maintaining himſelf in a Place, to which he had 
ſo joſt/a Title. The Duke of *Bourbo# immediately 
took Poſſeſion of his new Hdnovurs, that the very 
ſame Day the Duke and Dutcheſs Du Maine were 
obliged to quit their Lodgings in the Thuillerics. 
They went and took Shelter at the Hörel de Tou- 
Joiſſe. The Suddenneſs-of this Flight, the Tumult of 
the Removal, and much more the Event which occa- 
ſioned it, affected my Mind beyond any Thing I ever 
felt in my ſevereſt Prefſures. © The” Dateheſs Du 
Maine Tent me away to Seatx, to look over her 
Papers, and burn whatever might tnake àgainſt her, 
or be judged reprehenftble. In this I was fo happy, 
that on being ſeized ſome Time after, they were 
returned without any Exception. In the Evenin 

1 Was back at the Hötel de Toulouſe, and Tipe 


the hole Nigbt bear the Dutchefs Du Mnine. 


There is no deſeribing her Condition; it was like 


4 total Privation of Life, or a lethargick Sleep, 


which is inter rupted only by convul ſive Motions. 

In next Day we all ſet out for Sau, where 
we ſtay'd in an extreme Dejection. It is ſtrange that 
whatever concerns thoſe to whom we have abſolutely 
devoted ourſelves, becomes 145 perſonal. Three 

Days and three Nights was | without cloſing my 
0 N 2 Eyes. 
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Eyes. My on Misfortunes never affected me fo 
2 Befides the Evils preſent, we had a thou- 
ſand ab ts, of Diſquietude. It is b Evil we 
are taught what Fear is. The Letters which I uſed 
to receive from our Baron in Spain might be inter- 
cepted, and private Conſultations come to Light. 
Every one was in for his Share, but the moſt uneaſy 
Perſon was 15 De Maleſieu. The Loſs of the 8 
rough Draught of Letters for the King of Spain, threw 
him into an Agitation beyond concealing, He feared, 
leſt it might have been laid hold of to ſhow to the 
Regent. He was continually lock ing after it. He 
asked me one Day, whether I knew nothing of a 
Paper, in his and Cardinal De Polignac's Hand and 
full of Eraſures, which he miſſed? He mentioned 
nothing of the Contents; and, as I had not been let 
ziato the Secret, I knew not what he meant, and 
aſſured him I had neither ſeen nor heard any Thing 
of ſuch a Paper as he deſeribode. 
_ Tax Dutcheſs Du Maine, after being ſome Time 
in that State which ſuſpends every Perception and 
benumbs all Motion, began to revive, and at laſt was 
"herſelf again. As ſhe could not ſafely ſee the ſuſ- 
pected Perſons, and at the ſame Time was impatient 
to know what they were about, ſhe ſent me privately 
@ Paris, to talk with the Count D Lr, We 
were together three full Hours, which he. ſpent in 
diſplaying. to me. a Series of the moſt romantick 
*Chimeras, the principal Foundation of their De- 
Hons being the Northern Alliance, then much 


F of, and the ſettling the Pretender in England, 


y which the Duke D'Orleans would loſe his ſtrongeſt 


Support; Schemes ſo, extenſive, and at the ſame 


Time ſo vague, were never heard of, amidſt all the 


Products 


2 * 


Zenn 


Products of Conceit and Temerity: Our long Con- 


ference was cloſed with mutual Aſſurances not ro 


make the leaſt Mention of each others Name, in 
Caſe of Impriſonment or Examination, This Proſ- 
bert wan become familiar to us; it made, 1 
the Deepnings of the Picture. 

In my Return to Sai quite elone, and in n 
very dark Night, I was overſet about balf Way, 


which detained me about two Hours 3 Part of the 


Time in a Dnch, and the other in a Mill: A Pre- 
ſage, which, in the Times when they. were in Vogue, 


would not have been over- looked. 


I cave. ber Highneſs the eee pc 
of the Traſh he hat poured forth to me. This was 
purely an Effort of Memory, - for here Recollection 


was not facilitated by the Reaſon and * 


of Things: Yet ſhe could diſcern ſome Hopes in 
— tons tf Owe) them as fink ing Perians ow 


Ta Dutcheſs Du Maine, hee: wo. Months of 
tedious Inactivity lingered away at Sau, would fee 
Paris again. Having now no Dwelling there, the 


Neceſſity of looking out for one was the Reaſon, or 

the Pretence for tak ing up her Reſidence with = 
Princeſs, her Daughter; — without Doubt, her 
Deſire to be more in the Way of Intelligence, * 


at the Bottom of it. 


Taxzy whoſe Intereſts were connected with her? a. | 


Kill conticued to puſh their Point, without perceiving 
that it was too much blunted for any Effect. They 
were drawing up Papers wirhout Number, and only 
waited an Opportunity of convey ing them into Spain. 


Monſieur De Pompadour, having compoſed one 
| which he thought deeiſive, was impatient. to how it 
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to the Dutcheſs Du Maine; but ſhe having, at the 
Duke's Requeſt, promiſed not to fee any of the 
Perſons ſuſpected of Cabal, refaſed meeting the 
Marquis. He inſiſted on the Neceflity of their being 
together, and on the Tmpelibility® of finding any 
truſty Hands for delivering to her this triumphant 
Compoſition.” She at laſt: conſented that he himſelf 
Mould read it to her, both haying taken all poſſible 
Precautions againſt any Diſcovery of this Inter view. 
80 far from approving the boaſted Memorial, ſhe 
Ahought it pernicious, and earneſtly begged of him 
not to ſend it. He ſeem'd to agree with her. Some“ 
times I was ſent with Letters to him, which I always 
took care to ſee burned before I left him. . 
MapAuE De Pompadour was always in a be- 
moaning Mood. We had,” ſaid ſne, in Readi- 
* nels Pieces irrefiſtible, that would do the greateſt 
**: Service; but, alas! no Conveyance offers. Her 
Husband and ſhe ſoon after thought to have found the 
rareſt Opportunity imaginable, for ſending away to 
Spain the u hole Packet. The Abbe De Portecarrers, 
a Youth' of about TwWo- and- twenty, was returning 
thither. He had a Chaiſe with a double Bottom, 
into which our Papers were put, as a Place perfectly 
ſecure. The "Count De L--------- informed the 
[Dutcheſs DU Maine of it in a Billet; and ſhe, who 
had ſtrongly oppos'd this dangerous Conveyance, 
inſtantly © foreſaw what the Conſequences would 


Tux high Character given to her of the Abbe's 
Diſcretion, and that his Fidelity was not to be 
queſtioned, could not quiet her Alarms. Indeed 
that the Papers under his Care came to be diſcovered, 
"was in no wiſe his Fault, It has ſince been pub- 
7 | „ lickly 
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lickly known that the Spaniſh Embaſſador's Secretary, 
to excuſe his diſappointing a Girl of the Community 
of Tilion at a Rendezvous, told her, That he had 
been ſo taken up with Diſpatches, on Account of the 
Abbe De Portocarrero's going for Spain, that for 
his Life he could not keep his Word with her. Of 
this the Girl informed her Superior, who being a 
zealous Partizan for the Regent, ad viſed him of it as 
oo ht. e 
Hx immediately diſpatched Orders for ſtopping 
the Abbe, and ſeizing the Papers he was wks, 


The Purſuers came up with him at Poictiers; 


after taking what was wanted, left him to jog on. 
He, without Delay, ſent Advice to the Prince De 
Cellamare of what had happen'd'; and his Meſſenger 


was ſo expeditious, that he came a confiderable Time 
before him who was bringing the ſame News to the 
Regent, and who arrived in the Night. This 


Prince, having ſpent Part of it at Table in pleaſant 


Company, was little inclined to paſs the Remainder 


in ſearching into an Affair not at all a Kin to 


Hilarity. ' It is even faid that one of the Company, 
who little minded State-Affairs, diſſuaded him from 
opening the Packet. However it was, the Em- 
baſſador had ſixteen Hours for taking Meaſures, 


before he was put under Arreſt, that his Negligence, 
in not deſtroying the Papers which expoſed the 


Perſons concerned with him, admits no Ex- 
cuſe. a %% 3; O88 RT INNS 


Hs appriſed the Count De 8 of the 


Affair; ſent a Hundred Louis to the Abbe Brigaur, 


with Directions to make off ſecretly, and without 
Delay. This Abbe, having ſome Intimacy with 


the Chevalier De Menil, haſten'd to him; and 


told 
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Id take. care 


ol the 


Cham 
me; 


came not to perceive my Agitation, for it was as much 


as I could do to ſuppreſs it. Afterwards, amidſt the 


like torturing Reſtraint, I underwent a Viſit from 
the Abbe ( haulicu. The Arreſt of the . 


„ f LS. a * 


aA as 


Madame DE STAHL. 463 
and the ſeveral random Conjectures about it, were the 
Subject alſo of this Converſation. 1 v1 
Tux Dutcheſs Du Maine, on her Part, was not 
leſs put to it to carry a good Face before the Com- 


pany, with which ſhe,, was continually environ d. 


Every one who came was full of this News, added 
ſome Circumſtances, and nothing 'elſe was talk d of. 
She could not withdraw from this troubleſomie 
Crowd, left it might give a Handle for difagreeabte 
Surmiſes: However, ſhe order'd me te be called 
into her Cloſet. for a Minute, and asked me, if I had 
not heard ſomething-amiſs ? I told her, that all L 
knew. was the common Report, which extremely 
troubled. me. She was to be ſure no leſs ſurprized 
than myſelf, though ſhe did not ſee where it would 
end. I was diſpatched to make ſome Enquiries, 
but could meet with no ſatisfactory Information. 

Arx length we received Intelligence that the Papers 
committed. to the Abbe: De Portocarrero had been 
ſeized, together with thoſe of the Embaſſador, and 


that this was the Occaſion of the Ambaſſador's being 


. under Arreſt. Then it was that we ſaw our- 


ſelves ſunk” into an Abyſs, from which there was no 


Recovery. The next Day News came, that the 
Marquiſſes De Pompadour and Saint Genies were 
elapp'd up in the Baſile. TWo Days after the 
Dutcheſs Du Maine, playing at Hiribi *, * 


r } AOL POST nne 
* A Game, the Inftraments of which are a 


large painted Cloth with ſeventy Squares, each marked 


with its Numero; and a Bag, which are ſixty- four 
little Balls, containing as many Notes, elch number d. 
Theſe every Player draws by Turns, and if the Na- 
mero on the Note drawn anſwers to that of the Square on 


which he puts his Money, the Banker pays him ſixty- 


four Times his Stake. 


* 


- — — —— — —— ——„— —-—̃— — 2 


2 unis. * 
1 n fink pure ef Life 3n 


in che feaſt betraying the var Ious Motions wich \ which 
mme was then agitated. At Night, When 1 was with 
Her, ſhe fte the Whole, and without Coneeal- 
ment of her Terrors; which 1 own 1 did not offer 
0 Uivett; being myfetf too ſtrongly "perſuaded of 
dhe uff Fate which hung ober ber. Not a 
y.\palled but Tome Body was taken up, and, we 


E 


every Thing] one — De Chirthion, who held 
the Dank, a dry filentious Man, _ broke out; 
*: Egad, there's very droll News! One Abbe 


Name) 4 45 been ſeised, and lodged in che ute, 
bber ro the Spaniſh Embaflador :” 0 


2 
« La 'of the Jeſt is, that he has told 
Dend now a god many je men ft on Thorns,” 


„ ee Time i is Life, be was ſcen to 


Dutcheſs D Nene, b * bor · in a 
ing Humour, ſaid, Tes, that's odd enough. 
we 4” Jays he, is enough to make one dy 
nh daughing. The poor Iatriguvers th 
ns A cloſes and here's one Who decke; 
„ move than he is asked, and names every one by 


his Name. ” 'Phele aft Words threw our Princeſs 


amo an Angufſh the more tertaring, | 49/10 Was unex- 


the Oount De J having ſent her Word 


che A tems gone off, and fach Meaſures 


talen tliat there was nothing to fear. She muſt 
have had a prodigious Contmind of herſelf, — 
Morffieur De Chlrillonis galling Babble, 


y. waited. our Turn. 


Tax: Ohevalier De Menil » Was als 83 


20-the:Buſtile, The Abbe 3 11 have ue 


-, Bri-----" (be could not weolie@ his - 
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had left with him his Box and Papers. The Che- 
valier, at that, Time, ſuſpected nothing; hut when 
the Prince De Cellamare came to n or 
or am i wy 7 Ac: en dnn e 8. 

ings with hi e judg De- 
2 that he _ t have wo conperaed; in theſe 
ctices, and grew, very uneaſy; at his. De- 
LS He was not iggorant. of the; Rigour- of 
the . but he | choſe, rather to Ae himſelf 
to them, than be, wanting to a Perſon, who, though 
155 his mo 1 Ie e 
owever, t it to infurm 
himſelf of the OY 20 what he 2 Charge. 
He dexteroufly aud, as the Abbe 
had nice — d ere * Will, and; other Papers 
of 2 e * 1 it again, that 
nothing 1 0 ad then 
to break open the Scroll of Ake is — 1 — 0 
all the Plans, Memorials, and what ever had been 
written on the. Spaniſh, Iutrigne, which, rill that 
Moment, had been to him an entire Secret. He 
was not at Leiſure. fgr reading ſuch. a Multitude f 
Pieces, but in running them over; he) ſaw) enqugh 
lo Fagelada there; was 7 ok in them, either againſt 
22 ee Howeyer, obſerving\ a great 
ng. of, who, would be 
nay age d in. * Danger, if this Teſtimony againſt 
them was not made away with, he threw the-whole 
Parcel into the Fire. 
TaERE were ſeveral latri goes, diſtinct om ours: 
2 which, without any reciprocal. Communication, 
ncentered. ia Spain, and the Managers negotiated 


Og with. the Emhaſſador ; the Counts Daydit 
* = at the ff * made the beſt 


— 
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of their Way into Spain, had their particular Cabal. 
The Duke of Richlieu, who, a long Time after 
the others, was' ſent to the Baſtile, had alſo his. 


Like wiſe other eminent Perſonages, were ſuſpected of 
having formed Parties. The Indications or Proofs 
of all theſe Things were in the Abbe Brigaut's 


Memorlal; there being little, if any Thing, which 
Prince Cellamare had not made him privy to. | 

Ts Day! after this generous Conflagration of the 
Papers, the Abbe Du Bois, to whom the Chevalier 
was very well known as likewiſe his Acquaintance 
with the Abbe Prigaut, ſent for him, and queſtion'd 


him about the Plot, as it was called. The Che- 


valier De Meni aſſured him that he had never 
opened his Lips to him about it; owning, at the 
fame Time, that he had deliverd to him à Box 
which, as the Abbe told him, contained only ſome 
private Papers- The Box was immediately ſent 
for, and every Thing found as had been ſaid, 


Ix the mean Time the Abbe Prigaut, whom 
the Ambaſſador had urged to make off, was tra- 


velling on leiſurely 6n a Hackney-Horſe,” and in the 
Garb of a Gentleman. He was three Days in 
reaching © Montargis, where ſome Perſons from the 
Duke Orlen, laid hold of him, finding him 


0 anſwer the written Deſcription they had of him. 


At firſt he'' pretended not to be the Perſon they 
ſought ; but ſeveral Letters directed to Abbe Bri- 
aut, which he was ſo ſtrangely negligent not to 
eſtroy, being found on him, were an unanſwerable 
Conviction, Accordingly he was carried back the 
fame Road to the Baſtile, but with much more 


Diſpatch than he had gone to Monturgis. 


1 
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Arx his Entrance into the Haſtile he was ſtruck 
with ſuch a Panic, that he ſaid he would truly 
declare all that was wanted to be known of him. 

MEssIE URS D' Argenſon and Le Blanc, who 
had been appointed for the Enquiry into our Affair, 
were ſoon with him, and entered on Buſineſs, by 
_ him, That his Maid was in the Saſtile, 
and that the Chevalier De Menil had deliver'd up 
to them what he had committed to him. W i 


© then,” anſwered he, as you have thoſe Papers, 


Pers, 
E know every Thing; the Whole of the Bukineſ? 
eing in them. This Confeffion, ſo little agree- 


« 
(„ 


ing with what had been found in the Box, gave 
them to ſee that the Chevalier had only made a par- 


tial Acknowledgement. 


- Monsizvs Te Blanc ſent for him, and told 


him of the Abbe Frigaut's Declaration. Monſieur 
De Meni] anſwer d, without avy Diſeompoſure, 
That he had no other Papers of the Abbe, but what 
he had ſhewn; if his Word was not to be taken, 
there was his Houſe to be ſearch d. After thus 
perfiſting ſome Time in the Negative, ſeeing himſelf 
alone with Monſieur Le Blanc, Chis Attendants 
being withdrawn), © Sir,” ſaid he, I am goitg to 
** ſpeak to you, not as a Minifter of State and my 
„Judge, but as a Gentleman and a Man of Honour.” 
After this ' conciſe Preamble, he plainly, without 
con or diſguifing any Thing, related what 
he had done, and his Reaſon for it. Monſieur 
Le Blanc, in Regard of his Confidence, told him, 
That though he could not, without betraying his 
Office, keep the Secret with which he had intruſted 


him, yet he would ſet his Candour in the beſt Light, 


and endeayour to get his Behaviour over-looked. ** 
oo” | .":= "WJ Mons$1iEVR 
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 MonsiEvk Le Blanc kept him at his Honſe, 
and drove away to the Palace, where he did all 
that could be done to palliate the Chevalier. De 
ſenils Proceedings; and had certainly brought 


th 5 855 SON; 8 e it, Wy the 
Abbe Du Bois, perſonally nettled that he had bee 
deluded, infiſted with a boiſterous Fut, 8 FP 
being ſent to the Baſtile ; and his Rancour prevailed 
againſt the Hope Offices of Monfieur Le Blanc, and 


the earneſt 'Sollicitations of Noce, a Favourite of the 


who offered to keep him in his Houſe... 


en 7 3. 
X Mazquis De Menil, of another Family, 
made it his Buſineſs to wait on the Duke D Orlet 


proteſting to him, that he was neither a Relation 
nor a Friend of the Chevalier: 80 much the 
« worſe for you, Sir,” anſwer'd the Regent; the 
* Chevalier De Menil ie à very fine Gentleman.” 
- HEAD never beard #. Ward of this Cheyalter i 
Meni, till his Impriſonment. His generous Pro- 
ceeding was univerſally extolled, and on this Occafion 
j heard ſo many good Trvogy ſaid of him, that 
1 became exceedingly prepoſſeſſed in his Favour. _ 
Taz Regent, in order to juſtify his abrupt Con: 
dp, printed wo Letters from Prince Celamai 
ro Cardinal Aherini, which had been taken in Ab 
Portocarrero's Packet, with: other Writings. ſent, by 
the Ambaſſador to that ſubtile Miniſter. At the 


Head of theſe Letters, was the following Preamble ; 


uA. the Publick may be: informed of the 
„ 1. Groundson which Hit Majeſty, on the Ivy 
of the preſent Month, came to a Reſolution of ſending 


* back..the Prince Cellamare, Embaſſador from the 


© King of ain accompanied by a, Gentleman || 


at os 1 2 * "ol 


Lad DE STAHL 159 


4 in Ordidary to the Frontiers of Hain; he has 
order d rife e g and pu ubliſhing of the Car vs 
* of two Let om this Embaſſader to his 
„ tnineney Cardinal Mbefont, dated the Firſt _ 
Second of. the preſent Month ;  igned by the ſaid 
** Embafſador, and wtitten Bac in his own Hand, g 
* and withour any YO pher.” To theſe two Letters - 1 
were ſubjoin'd thi ertiſement: | 
WO Wrrwtvis His Majeſty's Service, and the 
„ Prerturions' neceſſary for the, Safety and Tranquil- 
lity of the Kinghiora, ſhall admit of publiſhing the 
Schemes, Manifeſtoes and Memorials, cited in 
thoſe two daifferous Letters, all the Circumſtances 
«of this d ereſts a Ee abut racy, machinated and con- 
«ducted By $77 fad affadot, for bringing about 
"a Revolutions in the K ngdom, will. appear in their 
m true bY 10 the lignin of 12 W 
nen. 
̃ Ar nn | u w was n Ang being Ti 
afterwards pobliſh'd : But this Induſtry to aggra vate 
the Matter and excite the; Hatred of the Nation, and 
fopaſd De already exercifed towards melt of the 
ſed dpa Ber ok foreboded ne which 
eco 


lices. were to ex ere 
eel Paſo ne other Notices of it. RL 
Du Maint teceivet pofitive Advice, from mote than 
one darts, that ſhe was to. be taken into Cuſtody. 
en uſed" te talk to me at Night:; 
wool fay, that whatever Place ſhe was 3 to, 
ſlle wou as. that T ſhould go with her. This, . ' 
| et op came to 15 melancholy Paſs, was what "= 
3 = Ce, bu wiſhed, - Both 1 us then made | 
to 2 but thar, 1 to her _ — 
e 
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Place of | Royal 
Seats, with a ſuitable Retinue. It was not in Na- 


0 outs Dell. ATTIC Ts Tone” moms * + 
— n 


M 


ber, and who had, been the fartbeſt initiated into 


* * 


of the Royal 


1 — * 4 


Confinement would be one 


4 . 


ture to imagine any Thing of the harſh and unworthy 


Treatment ſhe afterwards went through. Our ſoft 


Idea of a Priſon becoming her did not much terrify 
her. She even uſed to be merfy about it, eontriving 


little Project for making her Retreat, if not agree- 


_ at anal” kel nl ME 4. . 
1 was under this melancholy Expectation, when 

both _ in Nd and 
Body, 1 threw myſelf on a Couch in my Chamber 


and fell afleep. In the Midſt of my Nap, 1 felt 


a fmact Pluck at my Arm. Ov this, half opening 
my Eyes, I through the Dark 2 a Woman 


_ cCarelefsly dreſſed, and whom 1 did not Bow. She 


told me in Haſte, that her Miſtreſs ſerit me Notice of 


the Dutcheſs Da Maine's being to be taken into 


Cuftody that very Night; that ſhe had it from ſo 
ſure a Hand, that there was no Queſtion to be made 
of it. Theſe Words quite diſ my Somnolency, 
1 ask'd her ſeveral Queſtions on Particulars which. 


1 found ſhe knew nothing of, and that was all I got 


from her; except that ſhe had been ſent by the Mar- 
chiopeſs D, Lambert, ſo famous for the Purity of 


her Morals and the Sublimity of her Intellects, and 


than whom the Dutcheſs Du Maine had not a faſter 
Friend, though in this Affair ſhe had not ſhared 


her Confidence, 88 PEE 6 : AT IEESEL } =33-5 
WI rnovr Loſs of Time I was with the Princefs, 


nud pequainted her with the Notice I had receiv'd. 


This only more preciſely confirmed the many Infor- 
mations received from other Perſons. She commu- 
nicated them to thoſe who were moſt familiar about 


her 
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her; Myſterdes, and kept them to. ſpend! the Night in 


über! till the Cataſtrophe ſhould break 
qut 3 but ſhe was ſo little concerned, as to turn 
it into a Subject of Jocularity, im whielv we all 


emulated each other, thar this Night of tremendous 


Alarms ſtid away — 1 — At length 1 
wok a Bock which I found by me, in order to throw 


her inte 2 Sleep. Frid was Mas binveb Dreads, 


folded de wh at the Chapter Of Conſpirabits. F 
fnewid it to her; and Ine with a loud Laugh, ſaid; 


* Away.with this Beidener ageinſt us; it would | 
$4358 N + 1 : 


18 e this Time was prewetbre. Th 

-'@v x'ExpeAtion this Time was premature. The 
Day came and advanced; Matters ſtill remaining in 
Spratt uo. R ſeems ſome Meaſures, which remained 
0 be taken, obliged the Regent to defer the Execu- 
tion of his Deſigns for” ſome Days. The'-Dutcheſs 


Dw Maine” however; perſusded that” he would nor 


eceds from it drew up 4 Memorial,” to bo left 
with the Princeſs her Mothes ; to require, om her 


being taken imo Cuſtody, that ſhe ſhiould imme- 


diately be brought” o her Trial; conſeious that 
ſhe) was not chargeable Wirh any Thing criminal; 


and-That on-Juridival Fxnininstten the Regents Ni- 
| Hynity woul de fröftsted, and he obliged to ſet 


her at Liberty, unleſs he would ſtand the Odium 


of all Ranks. Four or five- Days had paſſed away 
pretty quietly, and after haying employ' d Part of 


he Night in compoſing this Writing, and diſ- 
ouring to me about it, ſhe fell alleep at Sin 
o Clock in the! Morning; aud I wichdtew. I was 
juſt began to doſe, when 1 heard the Door open, 


for I always left the Key in it. I imagined that 


the Dutcheſs' Di Maine had ſent for me again 5 
Va 02 and, 


— 


Arts) men livers 
2 


Name.“ I was at no Loſs about his Menning 3; 

1 obey ed, without any . 10 was the Twenty- 
re 

10 THERE but one of 0 theth went and ſetch 


Cloaths 
if my Chamber-Maid, 5 who lodged. a litle-further, 
might come to me But not ſo much as this [was 
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and, half awake, ſaid, ** Who is chere n die 
known Voice anſwer d, 1 come in the King's 


end, in the ſame Breath, with N mannerly Ac- 
cent, he bid me get as I -need not ſay that 


ninth ** December, and Day- break. Thoſe 
who were come into my Chamber had brought 


+ Then 1 ſaw my Company to be an Offic 


of wy "Gaede; and two Muſqueterrs. The Officer 
read an Order for guarding - me in Sight. In the 


mean time I kept putting 


on ny 3 and acked 


permitted, The whole Honſe ſwarmed with Guatds- 


and Moſqueteers, chat there was no Admittenee an 


where. The good Girl, it ſeems, ſeveral Times 
attempted to make ber Way to me, but was always 


drove back with great Rudeneſs. and inſul.. 


1 was: under a 9 Diſtreſs of Mind about 
the: :Dutcheſs Du Maine ; doing myſelf the Hon- 
our to look upon this Vißt to me, only as a Con- 
ſequence of that Princeſs being talen under Atreſt: 


527, 1 foppoſe, that Bel f ad, 1 nid not have 
been the wiſer, and my Keepers -would- nor hevegmr 


tified my affectionate Curioſity. - I ſinoe knew Aba. 
the Duke of ' Berhbune, - Captain of the Guards in 
Waiting, attended by. De 1 Billayderie, 
Lieutenant of the Life-Guatds, had brought to her 
the. King's Warrant for carrying her to Priſon s 10 
which ſhe ſubmitted with a moſt amiable Serenity, 
that the very Tools of this 2 were concerned 
at it. LA Billarderie” asked the Woman ho; 


lay 


„%% F aac. ace. ee 


„ t | mo 


* 7 a 


lay in the Dutecheſa Du Maine's Ch 


ehearfully, 
e in, cae ſhe onde be remor'd ? He afſured 


have been much greater, had I then known ſhe! was 
Government, in order to be put into Dijon — 


* 
* . 
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ſhe: not Mademoiſelle 'De- . — | $0: road 
was not 1 very 
Nee. not envying me at that Time 
treatment, which, from that Queſtion, ſhe 
were conclude was  preparin for me; | 
- I'xzEMArnED; with my three Keepers only, om 
e i in the Morning to Eleven, 9 knowin 
any Thing of what was doing: However, I a 
ene of 9 whom 1 had converſed prett 
Whether I ſhould not be ſeat to my Prin. 


me, that nothing ſhe ſhould ask would be refuſed, 
This Hope comforted me; but I was immediately 
iſ into Deſpair, an Officer..coming-.in, and ſay- 
that. the Frinceſt uias gone, and that I —_— 
ith only one Muſqueteen. ate! 


| Tun News .of: this Departure, ene me, 
tauched me to the very 


Heart. This was the firſt 
Emotion I felt; for. al the ref I was prepared, that 


ir had ſcarce given me any. Uneaſineſs, | There 
was no kn 
bad been (carri 
would: lie that Night at HHonns; whence I erro- 
neouſly concluded, that Fontainebleau was the Place 


h ither the Dutcheſs Du Maine 
All I could; hear was, that ſhe. 
appointed for her Conſinement. My Gtief would 
on the. Road to. Nurgundy, the Dake of Bourbon's 
that ſhe: went in the: Stage; and for 1 h 


only two Chamber: Women. Soon after indeed, at 


me Sollicitation of the Princeſs De Conde was 
ſent to her Mademoiſelle Degferges,; 4 Relation of 


Monſieur De Maleſieu, who had a long Time 


lived in her Family, without any Office or R. 
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— 1 Bens Efſmine'y 
Dio with the: Detach- 
. the Liſe-Guanda and teats, carried 
to Dijon: where he ſtayedb ſome Time wath her:. 
L cannot omit his generous Concern; at: the Obſcu- 
rityin which he ſaa this iluſtrious Princeſi; andi endea- 
ww 4 W. a reſpeſtful C {; and> alli Man- 
Othees, to ſoften rrous of her F 
tin t now o 16; om eee en wall art 
A „enn bad been taken into Ouſc 
todyf at Stamm, where he:chad; ſtayed during the 
Dutcheſs Du Maine's Bucurſion / to Paris 3 . 
be wies carried away to the Citadel of Dourliins, 
in Piecardy, and there guarded by: an Officer named. 
Fauentour, who uſed: him with: 41 the Iuſblenee and 
Beutality of ans: hatdened -Goater.. Monſteur D 
 Malzeficn,. who had remained at Sauue with the 
Duke: Du Maine, was alſo tiked. there: His Papers 
were ſeized: in his'\Preſences; and im His Scrutore, 
within the: Folds of his Son's: Cottraſt of Mars 
Ihe found the Originab of thüt Letter from 
the King of Spain wo the of :France, for 
which he had: made fo, many\.Searchesy. — ang 
ſo diſturbed at the Ele of ir. He immediately 
ſeinech it with bab Hands, and began tearing iv 
ta Elitters; but war waar 3 who examined 
his Papers," the Pieces which were 
carefully; preſerv di and k * 1 iy ag 
the rr . Hen 05 . 1 
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Mzss ZUR Daviſard and Barjeton, who had 
aſſiſted in compoſing the Memorials on the Ranks of 
the legitimated Princes, but without any Share in 
uſe of this Combuſtion, found themſel ves en- 
velop'd in the Contumely, common to all who were 

rticularly attach d to the Du Maine Family. 
1 — Aaleſſeus Son, an Officer in the 
Orduance, and the Chevalier De Gavaudun, were 
ſeiz'd at Paris in the Dutcheſs Du Maine's Houſe, 
and at the ſame, Time as her Highneſs, Even her 
very little in her Confidence, had the | ſame Fate. 
Two Valets de Chambres, four Footmen, and even 
two Rubbers of her Highneſs ity, 
one Draught, were carried. to the Baſtile the ſame 
ay. Even the Abbe Le Camus and his demoliſh'd 
ounteſs, had alſo the Honour of ſharing in the 
mpriſonment; but, I believe, a little after.; The 
aged Marquis De Saiſdauis, a Nobleman of Poictou, 
was likewiſe fetch d from his remote Province, only 
on. Account. of 2 Loring, written by him, to the 
Duke Du Mains, fill d with Offers of Services, 


and Aſſurances of a gel. Devotedneſs to his In- 
tereſt. N 58 „ G +: 44. $5 2+ Fa 2 Rofl! i . 
Tun high Reputation,” of the Cardinal De Po- 


lignac did not ſave him from being exil'd to Auchin. 


one of his Abbies in Flanders ; and to the Leiſure 


of this Relegation the World partly owes the finiſh- 
ing of his irable Anti- Lucretius. The Prince 


De Dombes, and the Count D' Eu his Brother, 


were ſent to the Town D* Fu in Normandy, an 
man fer ow to the Duke Du Maine. The, 
Princeſs his Daughter, Madame the Princeſs, Ons 
W 11 fl vous bus i. 3% 0 t 22 
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's Apartment, all taken 


took care to pur into. 8 Gees. Tuus was [this 
excellent Pam Won unos i ems 
 Fo& my Past being ſhut up in ay! Chakbay wh 
— 5 Muſgvereer, I was out of the Way of hearing 
Thing. believe he would not have beęen un- 
| wil to tell what he knew, for he volüntariiy 
offer d to 4 the” ee ned ok, I oed 
hve none of: his ee both krönt Miſtreſt and 
a Gr ive Rim, in tech a hide Ichctufe, any Title 
ratftede : 1 Mid, However, 4 Wale Bok 
r 
Affairs, but ich a8. 
1 could have wWäfh W to Made Weh fairly 8 wt 


thought, after duly — rm 
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i 6 OR. to 155 — 1 from en- 
Seo tur" 4, jp core: though wien in 2 
Logs d, y i hong blind. These iwere the 
De Choulics, and the Sectetary: bis Little Foot- 
2 who could not ſpell one Syllahle. 
TaEsz. Gentlemen turned over n Books, ha 
they met with, nothing — .: They ſearched 
eyety Creek and Corner, even wider wp y:Bed>Cloaths| 
yet without perceiving this Box, which Ln e- 
firqus of congealing: Aber, would alſo ſearch a 
Trunk, of which my Chamber-Maid had the Key. 
This oblig d them to for herz aſter warde to 
my very great Comfort, ſhs was left: with me. 
7 2 .— gr 479: en en de of 'the: 
yeteers came to acquaint me, . at Imuſt get 
ready 10 go, but wishout ho ——— 1 _—_ 
N who, waited on me 1 age ee | 
me ? He told me, on. that Head ha h 
that 0 allow of it, without the 2 
e P as much as) bis Commiſſion! was 
worth. 1 inſtantly begg'd pf, Mm td obtain this 
Fayqur for me, it being all I ſhould adk. He affur'd 
me. the Girl ſhould very ſaon follow:me. Le took 
off. h bis Muſgue ſqueter, and ſhut me up in my Chamber 
aly. ; IN ohne On os "op in Half an Hour'T - 
t basics uin ig 
1 though the had ct aw. 
| Year with we, god fare tha one Perſon had bulily 
2dviſed;her to have nathing farther to do: with me; 
allured me; that, whatener might happen, ſhe would 
= 8 a de we — at 
Mun; et 5 | 
en e chat Fpithstea i; 
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"Tax little Box of 8 was with me. 
be only rife ifles,” diſturbed we; and f 


i Kad ſo little Wit as to tell her, to take an 


of committing em all to the Flames when 
was gone, and ſhe ſhould happen to be alone in the 


| Room, 1 delivered ber the Key, She bad not 


Leiſute to make any Objection, I being called upon 


; before the Time, and hurried into a C — 117 by three 


Muſquereets.” , HOC re n 

Ir was then Seven in the Evening.” By the 
Time 1 apprehended my Journey would not be 
long, and that the Baſile was the Place allotted for 
me. Accordingly, thither I was carried. - I alighted 


' at the End of a" little Bridge, where the Governor 


received me. After being brought in, I was kept 


1 ſome Time! behind x? Door, two' er bes of our 
Aſſoeciates; whom I was not to ſee, arrivi bay _ 
_ fame Time. Theſe” were'Finefſts: which'Þ\ 


converſant with. After the others had been . 


wo their Niches, the Governor came and led me 


to mine. I eroffed ſeveral other Bridges, novo 
which I heard the rattling" of Chains, a Soun 


litile exhilarating: At length ILLwas brought to 2 


large Chamber, without any Thing but fout bare 
Walls, very 


e, W l with ede 
which expr the very oppofite 

nd 'Conditions'of the former Oecupiers. A 
little Ruſh Chair was brought fot me t6' fit down; 
two Stones or i ſupporting a „ Which was } 
1e * Can End, Rack 
againſt the Wal theſe Conveniencies having 
been provided 15 me, the Governor withdrew; 
which was followed _ the harſh Noiſe of five or 


Inſcriptions 
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82 large ruſty Locks, and twice the Number of 


Bolts. Wo: 1 | 
Ins here I am, looking on my Faggot, un» 


* 


certain whether 1 ſhould have this Girl ; who, 
beſides her Company, I propoſed would be of great 
Uſe to me: And ſtill more uneaſy, how ſhe would 
act on the inadvertent Order I had given her, and 


of which then all the Conſequerces were preſent to 
me. Under this Anguiſh I continu'd about an 


Hour; and of all the Hours of my Impri oui ment, it 


was the moſt painful. 


Ar length the Governor again makes his Ap- 


pearance; and, to my iuexpreſſible Joy, follow'd by 


Mrs, Rondel. She ask'd him, with a very grave 


Air, Whether I was to lie on the Boards? His 


Anſwer ſpoke a Jocularity not at all well timed, aud 
To left us. My firſt Queſtion, when we were alone, 
was, what would become of my Papers? She told 
me; that ſhe had open'd the Box ; and that finding 
it quite full of Papers, and I not having ſpecified a 


Word of which 1 would chiefly. have deſtroy'd, it 


appear'd to her that ſhe ſhould never have Leiſure 


to burn them all, and much leſs find any Way 


to hinder the Aſhes from riſing in Judgment 
againſt her and me: And befides, ſhe thought, 
that after the ſtrict Search made by ſuch Gentlemen 
in my Room,, all. was. over there ; that therefore ſhe 
had judged it beſt to ſhut the Box again, and put it 


in that dark Place, where it had ſo fortunately eſcaped 


the firſt Rummage. She deliver'd me my Key, and 


I could do no leſs than commend her Prudence, 1 
told her, that ſhe had repair'd a Blunder in me, 
which might. have been of difazrecable Conſe- 


quences. 


. Ws 
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Wa were quietly converſing together, when we 
heard 'the frightful grating of our Doors, as it 
could not be otherwiſe. We were directed to go into 
a Chamber facing ours, without acquainting us 
-wherefore. That is not a Place for Explanations ; 


and moſt of thoſe who come near one, are of ſuch 


forbiding Phyſiognomies, that one is little inclined 
to ask any Queſtions, 5 2 
Ix this Chamber we were barricaded no leſs care- 
fully than we had been in the other. We were no 
ſooner locked in, when I was ſurprized with a 
Noiſe, ſuch as to me ſeem'd quite ſtrange ; and 
though 1 liſten'd a long Time, muſing what it might 


be, 1 could wake nothing of it; and, finding it 


went on without Interruption, I ask'd Ronde} what 
ſhe thought of it? She was at a Stand herſelf ; but 
perceiving it gave me Uneaſineſs, ſhe ſaid it muſt 
certainly come from the Arſenal, as indeed we were 
not far from it: Poſſibly it is ſome Engine for pre- 
paring the Salt-Peter, I told her poſitively ſhe was 


miſtaken; that the Noiſe was much nearer than ſhe 


imagin'd, and withal very extraordinary; yet was it 
nothing more than common, for I aſterwards found out 
that this Engine, which I did not know but it might 
be to grind us to Pieces, was no other than the 
Jack, which we heard ſo plain, the Chamber in 
which we were being over the Kitchen, 7 

Nichr was coming on, and no Appearance of a 
Bed nor Supper ; when we were taken from this 


the Noiſe, which ſtill continu'd. were ſhifted 
again to our former Room; where I found a little 
Bed not amiſs, an Eaſy-Chair, two common Chairs, 
a Table, a wooden Bowl, a Water-Jug, and a _ 

0 


» Chamber, where I was growing W uneaſy about 
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of Truckel-Bed for Ronde}. She complained of it, 
ſaying it was down-right naſty, The Anſwer was, 
they were the King's Beds, and not to be found faule 
with, No farther Words; away the Turnkey went, 


| and locked us in. 


Tags homely Neceſſaries, when one has been 
under a Fear of wanting them, gave a greater 
Joy than the moſt ſumptuous Furniture to thoſe 
who live in continual Affluence. I was glad to 
ſee myſelf Miſtreſs of a Bed, and I ſhould not have 


been ſorry likewiſe to have had a Supper. It was 


Eleven 0'Clock at Night, and no Sign of any ; then 
the Advice of the Mu{Jueteer about my dining came 


into my Mind, and 1 thought that from his Ac- 
quaintance with the Place, he knew it was not 


the Cuſtom to eat Suppers. Hunger, which drives 
the Wolf ont of the Woods, preſſed me; but 1 
ſaw no Relief, At laſt Supper came, but very late. 
The Hurry of the Day had cauſed this Irregularity ; 
and the pext Day I was not leſs ſurprized to ſee it 
come in at Six in the Evening, than I had been in 
a waiting for it till ſuch an unſeaſonable Time. 

I 8vyeED, prayed, and I think with more At- 
tent ion and Fer vour than in the Days of Freedom and 
Joy, then went to Bed. My Depreſſion would have 
proved an Opiate; but the little Bell, which the 
Centry tolls every Quarter of an Hour, to give Notice 


that he is not afleep nor off his Poſt, every Time. 


awakened me, This I thought a cruel Rule, that 
wretched Priſoners muſt be every Moment awalened. 
by a Notice, that ſtrict Watch is kept not for 


their Safety, but Confinement, It was long before I 


became accuſtomed to theſe Interruptions. . 
| P 2 Moxslzux 
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- Monsrevr De Launay, Governor of our Caſt le, 
had juſt taken Poſſe ſſion of his Place when we came 
under his Care. His Predeceſſor died only the 
Evening before. He was both a Relation and the 
Pupil ef the fotmer, and by him had been perfectly 
-model'd to all the Practices of the Goal. The 
Day after my Entrance he came to ſee me, and [ 
obſerv'd he affected Raillery. I ſpoke to him in 
his own Dialect, and he thought me very well 
tutor d. E ask'd him for ſome Books, and a Pack 
of Cards, He ſent me ſome looſe Volumes of 
Cleopatra, With this Traſh I whiled away the 
Time *ti!l ſomething better ſhonld come, and play'd 
at Picquet with Rodel. She uſed to relate to me 
all ſhe had ſeen and heard, the Day that I was 


; F i -. taken into Cuſtody, before ſe was ſhut up with me. 
When Ale had finiſhed her Story, I uſed to make 
bauer begin again; and, what I ſhould have thought 


very ſtrange in her ſerene Highneſs towards me, 
I was perpetually acking her Things which it was 
impoſſible ſhe ſhould know. One of the chief 
Points of my Curiofity, was to hear who were our 
Eellow-Sufferers. She told me the Names of all thoſe 
whom ſhe had ſeen arrefted at our little Hort; 
but there were many others we knew nothing of. 
We ſhall hare a rare Opportunity,” ſays ſhe, 
* of ſeeing them on Sunday at Chapel; and, I 
* promiſe, my Eyes ſhall be every where.” We, 
at that Time, did not know that it was not thought 
worth while to let Priſoners partake of the Service 
of the Church; and it was no ſmall Diſt inction 
granted to me, that I was admitted to Maſs on Sun- 
4 75 Feſtivals: But, as to the Diſcoveries ex- 
pected from it, I was never the better, be ing _ 
l 5 3 | ceale 
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cealed under a Pavillion, that I could neither ſee; 


or be ſeen by any Body. 


Sven Precaution is taken, left one Priſoner ſhould 


have ſo much as a Glimpſe of another, that the 


Governor told me, he could not avoid ordering 
Papers ro be put on my Windows, as they looked 
into the inward Court of the Caſtle. I repreſented 
to him that this was a. needleſs Trouble, for ſuch 
a purblind Creature as I. HE had obſerved that 
] was really dim-fighted, and ſo defifted ; without 
recollecting that I could make uſe of my Companion's 


| ſparkling Eyes, as 1 did. She ſpent the greateſt 


Part of the Day in looking through the Caſement, 
and placed ſo that ſhe was not to be ſeen, whilſt 
nothing eſcaped her. | 
MͤzssIEURSGS D'. Argenſon and Le Blanc being 
charged with our Affairs, uſed to come to queſtion 
the Priſoners, We could ſee them go along the 
Court, and come-into a Hall under my Room. The 


Fire that was lighted for their Reception uſed to 


make my Room ſmoak, and this was a previous 
Signal of their coming, Of all Obſervers, none 
are fo attentive as Perſois in Priſon. Prompted by 
Leiſure and Concern, they give up their Senſes and 
Faculties to this Exerciſe. They grudge no Pains, to 

come at the leaſt Diſcovery. Hee 
Wirz our Judges often came the Abbe Du 
Bois, and then we imagined to behold Minos, Eacus, 
and Rhadamanthus ; and we uſed to obſerve the 
Priſoners brought to be queſtioned, at which Part the 
Abbe never aflifted. I uſed to lay down with my 
Ear cloſe to the Floor, that I might catch ſome 
Words, This however was impoſſible, and no 
articulate Sound reached us. The moſt that we 
* — could 
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eduld hear was a confuſed Murmur, ſome Burſts of. 
Speech, and juſt diſtinguiſh the Heat or Compoſure 
of the Intertogatory. Vague as theſe Diſcoveries 
were, could it be thought that every. Day we renewed: 

them with the ſame Ardour ? VL bo Wag lrg 
lm the mean time, I waited witch ſome, Anxiety. - 
for the Time when 1 ſhould. appear on the Stage. 
I uſed to prepare Anſwers for every Thing that. 
could be ſaid to me. I; believe 1 had collected 
enough to make a pretty fizeable Volume; but; 
except the Exerciſe it gave to my Genius, I might as 
well have been killing my Time at. Cards. Not one 
of them proved of any Uſe to me; beſides, my 
Turn was not to come ſo ſoon. My Betters, to be 
ſure accounted Perſons of greater Importance, were, 
to take the Lead of me. When the Marquis De 
Boiſdavis was called in, they ask d him where and. 
how he had formed ſuch cloſe Conne&tiors with the 
Duke Zu Maine? I never ſo much as ſaw him, 
ſaid he, nor yet his Royal Highneſs,” * How 
then,“ reply'd the Miniſter, come you to have 
devoted yourſelf. fo zealouſly to the Intereſt of 
*-that Prince, preferably to the Regent? © Juſt,” 
retvrned Hoiſda vis, as one takes a Fancy, without 
knowing why. or wherefore, | to one Gameſter 
** ſooner than to another,” This was all they got. 
from him, after having, at a great Charge, cauſed. 
all the Papers in his Houſe to be brought to Paris. 
Bain, at my Departure, taken up with other. 
Thoughts than about what J might want, I cow 
felt the diſagreeable Effects of this Abſence of Mind; 
for, at the End of a few Days, I found myſelf in 
Want of every Thing. The Cap on mv Head. was 
the only one I had, wih no more S. aſts than an 
e | Heroina 
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Heroine. of a Romance, when run away with ; but | 
without what thoſe yluſtrious Perſons are always 
provided with, 4 Casket of Jewels, My only 
Reſource was in Rondel's Induſtry, and our 
? Bowl ſer ved her for a Waſhing-Tub. During this 
Operation, my Head-Dreſs was a white Handker- 
chief, which 1 happen'd to have about me, In this 
loweſt of extreme Negligees, it was that I receiv'd 
the firſt Viſit of the King's Lieutenant of our Caſtle. 
A Woman, whatever Condition ſhe is in, is always. 
vex'd at being found in a 4 Appear- 
ance, by one that had never ſeen her before 
Tux Name of this King's Lieutenant was Mai- 
ſonrouge. He had lately, from being a Captain 
„of Horſe, when his Regiment was all he had ſeen; 
been preferred to-this Poſt, He was an honeſt, open» 
hearted. Soldier, with a great many natural Virtues, 
which did not ſaffer from a little Mixture of Rug- 
gedneſs in his Behaviour. At firſt he would not 
hear of ſeeing: Mademoiſelle De Montauban, or 
me; ſaying to the Governor, when he mentioned 
it to him, 7 What would you have me ſay to thoſe 
** Simpletons, that only whimper and put Finger 
* in the Eye?” The Governor aſſuted him, that 
we were not under. ſuch Affliction, Oa this he 
very readily came into the Governor's Motion, to. 
pay us a Vifit, With me he began a conſolatory * 
Harangue, that I ſhould not. lay to Heart my Si- 
tuation. The Dutcheſs Du Mains had taken wrong 
Steps; I-ſhould never be made anſwerable for them: 
That the Neceflity I was under of. conforming to her 
Order, would unqueſtionably plead my Excuſe, 
JL ſtrongly ſuſpected ſuch. an Introduction, and laid 
it down as 4. Truth ſcarce to be doubted of, that this 
12 Orator, 
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Orator, whom TI then did not know, came to enſnare 
me. I made Anſwer, that I did not ground my 
Security on any Thing perſonal; but that, being 
rfuaded nothing would be found againſt the 
Dotcheſs Du Maine, 1 conld not be under any Fear 
of Damage reſulting to me from her Faults : That 
if ſhe had committed any, or I had joined in them, 
I ſhould not think myſelf diſculpated by Orders, 
which ought not to be ſubmitted to. Surpriz d 
to hear one, whom he thought to find under the Con- 
vulfions of Deſpair, argue ſo compoſedly, he took an 
exceeding Liking to me from this firſt Moment, and 

uſed very often to come and ſee me. 6 
In the Extremity of my want of every Kind of 
Thing, the Governor came to me, followed by a 
Bale of all my Cloaths, and a Purſe full of Gold. 
Never ſhould' I have known whence this ſo uſeful 
and timely Relief came, had I not recollected the 
Purſe to have been of my own making, and that 
had formerly given it to the worthy Monſieur 
De Valincourt. e it was, who not afraid to owt 
me at a Time when my Friends durſt not know me, 
and whom, beyond al others, in regard to his 
Maſter, it behoved to be cautious, immediately 
defir'd of the Miniſters, not only that he might do 
me this kind Office, but be allow'd to ſend me every 
Week an open Sheet of Paper, - with Queſtions re- 
lating to Things that I might want. It had a wide 
Margin, where, according to the Permiſſion he had 
obtained, I was to anſwer every Article in Mono- 
ſyllables in Preſence of the Governor, who uſed to 
bring me the Sheet, and ſend it back to my generous 
Patron. This happy Relief knew no Sufpence, no 
Decreaſe, from the Moment it was grante 
, | | ay | 
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Day I was ſet at Liberty. That glorious Man, 


whom I cannot mention without Rapture, conde- 
ſcended to enter into the moſt minute Details of every 
Thing that was neceflary, or merely agreeable, with- 


out even forgetting my honeſt Maid. He alſo took 
care to have all my Furniture carried to his Houſe, 


or otherwiſe I ſhould have heard no more of it; 
the hired Hotel being taken Poſſeſſion of immediately 
aſter our Removal. Such a Series of Favours, in 
Things which afford but ſlender Gratificat ion to the 
Love of Fame, certainly demonſtrated a perfect 
Friendſhip, His active Care ſaved and procured 
for me, all that I could have expected from myſelf 


at full Liberty. 


Tavs being eaſed of one of the greateſt Pangs 
of my Condition, I ſhould have reliſhed this Tran» - 


guilty, had it not been diſturbed by « dreadful. 


nought, which continually haunted me. Some 


Days before my being brought to the Baſtile the 


Abbe De Chaulieu, on Occaſion of the daily Com- 


mitments at that Time, had told me terrible Stories 
of what was done in that Place: Among others, of 


a Lady of conſiderable Rank, who had been put to 
the Torture without any Trial ; and , with ſuch, 
Severity, that ſhe loſt the Uſe of her Limbs ever. 
after, This Way, he ſaid, was often put in Practice, 
without any preceding Formality.; and that the 
„ ee of the Houſe were employed as Execu- 
tioners, This Notion, which he had injected into 
my Mind, was very a I was look d upon 
to be deep in the Secret of the Spaniſh Plot. To 
be ſure, I was reckon'd to have no more Strength 
nor Firmneſs than Women uſually have, beſides the 
little Conſequence of my Perſon. There was the 
So | greateſt 
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eateſt Appearance that, ſhoold this be try'd, the 
t would fall upon me. Struck with this Idea, 


T could” not be eafy till 1 had fearched into the 


Foundation of it; but how to go about it I knew 


not. One Day, when the King's Lieutenant was 


with me, I ventured to bring the Converſation on 
ſever} Things, which I had heard to be practiced in 
the Haſtile. Idle Tales; mere Falfities,” ſaid he. 


At laſt Towering my Voice, as 1s natural in Per- 


exity, I faid,” That J had been informed of Perſons 
ing put to the Torture, without any Trial. To 
this he made no Anſwer; but, as we were walk ing 
to and fro in my Chamber, after taking only one 
Turn more, he went away with an unuſual Abruptneſs. 
F rerraited agaſt and motionlefs, being now more per- 
funded than ever of the hortid Treatment I had to 


- 


_ expe I imagined my Vifitant had been informed 


of it, and that this Knowledge had impoſed Silence 


on him, to avoid prevaricating in his Office, or 


antieipating the Evil which I was to foffer ; that 


I began haſtily to walk about the Room, wrapped 


wp. in Reflection. A Rectitude of Behaviour was 
F had at Heart. I was eaſy about ſuffering, or 
dying; what I dteaded was, the Force of 
exceſlive Torture againſt the ſtrongeſt Reſolution : 
And I durſt not anfwer for myſelf in a Cafe where 
FE was not warranted by my own Experience. I called 
in that of others to my Aid. Said I to myſelf, 
* Why ſhall I not do. what others have done? 
* Dreadful rations are undergone to ſave Life. 
What does Pain do? It extorts Cries, but cannot 
force yon to articulate Words.” After this Soli- 


| Joquy I grew eafier ; and hoped of myſelf, 8 | 


ſupported by powerful Motives, any Thing which 
was 


afterwards, that our Lieutenant was deaf of one Ear; 
and recollecting that I had put my Queſtions on 
that unfavourable Side, 1 laugh'd at the idle Fears 
which his ſeeming Precaution had thrown me 
znto, Ws 
BE TORE I had got over them, I was called upon, 
in order to be interrogated by our Commiſſioners. 
I took care to put upon my Face a little Carmine 1 
had in my Pocket (though I never uſed any ſuch 
Thing) in order to egnceal, as much as poſſible, the 
Change of my Face, which might be apt to diſcover 
me. I had been three Weeks in Priſon, when I was 
brought before theſe Gentlemen, The Keeper of the 
Seals, with his uſyal tern Countenance, bid me fit 


down, and then pull off my Glove. 1 pulled off 


the Left, not know ing what was on the Anvil. He 
told me to pull off the Glove from my Right-Hand, 


and hold it up. I did as he bid me, being fully re- 


ſolved to tell him only what I pleaſed. 

HE ask'd me in what Places, and in what Man- 
ner I had ſpent my Life? I told him, that I had 
been in a Convent from my Birth, till I came to 
live with the Dutcheſs Du Maine. My Story was 
ſhort. Then he added, That this Princeſs placed a 
. Confidence in me. I made anſwer, That my 

x and my Station did not admit of wy ſuch, great 
Confidence, He replied, That I uſed to 
Dutcheſs Du Maine a great Part of the Night, and 
that I myſt declare what paſſed at theſe Times. L 
told him, that I only — her to ſleep. Monſieur 
Le Blanc ſaid, That it was not likely but this 


Reading was often interrupted. I own'd it. Well, 


* what Diſcourſe had you ?” replied he. It was 
| ( commonly, 
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was not above the Strength. of | Nature. -I perceived 


e. with the 
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„ commonly,” ſaid I, on the Subject of what 


had been read.. The Dutcheſs D Maine,” 


added Monſieur Le Blanc, is of too lively a 
* Diſpoſition to dwell long on the ſame Subject, 


_ *'without eg ie. others.“ Yes,” anſwer'd 


I, © ſhe ran into ſuch a Variety, as is impoſſible to 
* be remember'd.” “ You was,” continu'd he, 
* the Dutcheſs Du Maine's Secretary.“ I aid, 
That it was a Title 1 had never borne, nor per- 
form'd the Duties of that Office ; but that indeed 
I took care of her Books, He alledged, That 1 
had often writ to the King's Librarian, To this ] 
Faid, That the Dutcheſs Du Maine, at the Time 
** ſhe was drawing up Memorials concerning the 
* Ranks, having occaſion for ſeveral Books from 
* the Library, committed this Matter to my Care.“ 
I was further told, That ſeveral Letters I had writ 
to a certain Abbe were in ſafe Hands. Here I pauſed 
a little, not being able to recollect what theſe Letters 
could be. At laſt calling them to Mind, I ſaid, That 


very likely they were written to one Abbe Camus, 


% who had offered his Services to the Dutcheſs 
* Du Maine, for writing on the Conteſt of Rank; 
* Tbat by Reaſon of this Perſon's Incapacity, all ſhe 
* could employ him in was to make Collections, 
** analopous to the Point in Debate, and which the 


- ** Dutcheſs defir'd him to ſend to me: That this Com- 
_ ** miffion had, for ſome Time, furniſh'd the Abbe 


Camus with daily Matter for- writing to me: That 
the Dutcheſs Du Maine, moved at his Pains, 


though of no Manner of Service, had order d 


«* me, from Time to Time, to give him ſome Re- 
compence for his Sedulity. The Letters them- 
«* ſelves,” added 1, © manifeſt that to have 1 
| * Who 
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Vhole of the Matter.” Here it was objected, that 


in them mention was made of the Conſtitution. To 
this I anſwer d, That I never concerned myſelf 
about Matters which I did not underſtand, and fo 
little within my Sphere.” Then again 1 Was 
told of a Paper, found torn in the Dutcheſs Du 
Maine's Chamber, the Day ſhe was taken into 
Cuftody, and that it muſt have been I who tore 
it. 1 denied it ſtiffly. Next I was aik'd, Whether 
the Dutcheſs knew that ſhe was to be arreſted? I 
fatd, That there had been ſuch Reports brought 
to her, but ſhe did not appear to take any great 
Notice of thb. 

I aLwars thought that they would put more 
perplexing Queſtions to me, and that theſe Trifles 


were only meant to ſet my Tongue a going. I was 


out; and thus ended my firſt Hearing, 
- Mons1EUR Le (Blanc went out to give Orders 


8 Priſoner, whoſe Trial was com- 


ing on. Moaſteur D' Argenſon being alone with 
me, in a very kind Manner, ask d me whether I 
was: well uſed? fignifying to me, that whatever I had 


: judged, ra "ſhould be redrefled ; whence I 
n 


ed, that Thad been well recommended to him: 


- And: indeed this K indneſs I owed to the good 
Marchionefs De Lambert, who fpoke very warmly 
for me to one of our Sex, who had great Intereſt 
with that ſuperb Miniſter. 70 
I was not a little pleaſed with my Conduct at 


this firſt Hearing, having betray d no Confuſion or 
Fear, faying only what I meant, to Tay, and ſcarce 
deviating from Truth, into which the Mind, after 
pany forced to ſome Evaſion, returns no lefs na- 
turally, than a Body after circulating falls into the 
. Q ſtrait 
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ſtrait Line. I now thought I could be anſwerable 


that I ſhould go through with my Part. My 
Conduct being the Whole that depended on me, and 
knowing that Princes always clear themſelves, I grew 


_ Jeſs uneaſy ; yet it went to my Heart, when I heard 
that the Dutcheſs Du Maine was cloſely, confined. 


in Dijon Citadel. Except ſome afffictive Circum- 
ſtances, which I now and then got Knowledge of, my 
Life was quiet and eaſy. It even appear'd to have 


in it more Freedom, than I had been deprived: of. 


Though, in a Priſon, one cannot do one's own 


Will; on the other Hand, one is not under the Will 


of another. That's at leaſt one half gained. The 
Abſence of all Kinds of Objects there, keeps off the 
Intruſions of Defires, or the Impoſſibility of Gratiſi- 
cation ſoon extinguiſhes them, It is otherwiſe in 
Service: There our painful Wiſhes kindle at a, 


thouſand Objects, all beyond their Reach. In Priſon, 


one is out of the Way of all the Duties, Forms, and 
Incumbrances of Society; and, every Thing con- 
ſidered, it is perhaps the Place of trueſt Freedom: 
At leaſt 1 then thought, that this Paradox might be 
maintained by pretiy ſpecious Arguments. 
As to that Laſſitude which is ſo much dreaded 
under Conſinement, I was quite free from it. That 
derſat jon, if it be not rather a Suſpenſion of all, 
could not faſten on me at firſt, being ir compatible 
with the Fears and Agitations by which I was 


then poſſeſſed; and when Tranquillity began to dawn 


on me, I excluded it by a Variety. of Qccupations 


and Amuſements, It is not ſo much the Importance 


of Things which gives them their Value, as our 
Need of them. I could not but be ſurprized at 
the Relicf 1 found in a Cat, which I had asked 
a . | purely 


— 
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purely to rid me of the Mice, that peſtered me moſt 
horribly, This Cat was big, and kittened. It's 
Young became Sires and Dams, during my Stay.. L 
liv'd to ſee ſeveral Generations of them. This 
ſportive Race us'd to play their Tricks and Gambols 
before me, with which then I was hugely diverted, 
though Beaſts of no Kind are what I ever loved. 

I ALso, which was quite new to me, took a 
Liking to Play and Working, All theſe Things, in 
their Place, relaxed my Mind after intenſe Reading, 
to which I gave moſt of my Leiſure. By this Ex- 
| perience I learned, that what flattens the moſt ſpirited - 
Piverfions to thoſe giddy Mortals, whoſe Life is 
but a Round of Indulgence and Pleaſure, is, that 
with them they loſe their genuine Effect of re- 
lieving the Mind or Body when wearied. It has 
brought me alſo to think, that every State has it's 
Pleaſures, Age and Infirmity not excepted, Thera 
is none by which Wants are ſo. much multiplied, 
as by theſe; and the Relief of Wants is attended 
with a quicker Pleaſure than Enjoyments, which have 
not been preceded by ſome Kind of Neceſſity or 
Diſtreſs, This Reflection tends to abate che Fear 
of the diſagreeable Situations into which one may 
fall. We view them, as we think of the Torrid 
Zone, which is looked on as inſupportable to human 
Life, becauſe we only conſider how exceſſive the 
Heat muſt be there; the Rains and refreſhing Breezes, 
are quite out of our Thoughts, $21 
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HAD been above three Months in this quiet 
_ . Receſs, when, Lens, drawing to an End, the = 
Governor asked me, if [ intended to make my = 
Eafter Confeſſion, preparatively to receiving the k 
Sacrament-? My Queſtion, in Anſwer, to this, was, . 
whether I ſhould be allowed to chuſe my Conſeſſor ? 
I was told no; and that the Chaplain of the Houſe 
muſt be the Man, or no Confeſſion, I had ſuch 
Nr of every Body belonging to the Baſtile, 
„that Was tempied to, remit that Duty to a more 
convenient on, However, the Neceſſity of it, 
With ſome Reflections on the Indecency of omitting 
it z and even fearing that the Regent, who enquired 
into every Particular of our Behaviour, might draw 
; WI 3 ſous 
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determined, at all Events, to perform this Confeſſion, 


Horning ving Things ro recolſlect, in order to its 
Fulneſs and 5 I defired of the Governor 


ſome Paper to digeſt them in Writing. He faid, 
nothing was torbe writ. in his Houſe without his 
reading it; and, on that Condition, I ſhould have 
what I wanted. This dull Jeſt convinced me the 
more of his exceſſive Miftruit, which I had ex- 
perienced before, when entreating him, ſo as to 
throw myſelf upon my Knees, that he himſelf would 
be pleaſed to write a ſhort Note to Madame De 
Gricu, which I would diftate, to relieve her from 
the violent Uneaſineſs ſhe was under about me, To 
what ſimple Things 1 had to ſay, and though written 

y his own Hand, might contain fome hidden 


Meaning. 


I azrizD on my Memory for the Exactneſs of 
my Confeſſions but never was Suſpicion more un- 


Joft, than that 1 had harboured apainſt our Chaplain. 


I found him one of the beſt Men in the World; y 


and compaſlionate, and more” metined"to piry wy 


Misforttves, than reproach! me with my Faults. 1 
was refoiced to hate fallen fiw ech good Hands, and 
that 1 had got over a groundleſs Fear, which would 
have deterred me from rhe Obſervance of a Precept ard 
an indiſpenſable Decoru rn. 
My innate and umform Candour, and the Will, 


Lever had, of doing che very deft 1 could, in this 


Juncture revived my Devotion: For the | Buſife 

* I | 3 g 1 x * ee 4 9411 274 of 

* The Papiſts univerſally receive” the Sacrament at 

Hafer; and, in Order to It, fave” a Certificate ſigued 
by their Confeſſor. 2 | 
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of political Intrigpes, the Paſſions they exccire, | 
ther with the Diſliparion. of the World, had 
unhinged me; but this new Aid fixed the 
our ſo lately returned on me, and I beheld un- 


a great ny Thingeealying 1 to onaſſiſted 
Nature. 


Tur Count De 8 eee 
all the World, who accounted him one of the Heads 


of the Enterprise, had remained at Liberty, I made 


r been taken up when we were; 


and I uſed to ask Rondo, who did not know him, 
if me did not ſee roll meagre Man, with a black 


Chin-Cloth, an honourable Mark of his Jaw being 


broke in Action. At laſt, at the Time | am ſpeak- 
ing of, ſne ſaw him come. 


Ah!" ery d On, 
« There's the Man with the 'Chin«Cloth.” He was 


che chief Perſon I had treated with-z and though 
1 taid ſome Streſs on our mutual Proteſtations, 1 


ſhould: have been better pleaſed to have heard of him 
at a Diſtance, the further the better, than that he 
was come to be my Netwhbour, 

Tus Sevzure of the Count De wed vroved tlic 
Means of perplexing the Marquis De Pompadour, 
whom the Men cio Dower: would compel to ſpeak, 
and he as firmly ohſer ved Silence. He: was ſhews, 
as a Confeflion of the Count, ſome Things which he 
had told omy to him ; and, to be ſure, were either 
bare Conjectures, or had been revealed by ſome indif- | 
oreet Confidents, to whom Monſieur De - 


might have imparted them before his being taken 


into Coſtody, for afterwards nothing could be got 
from him: However, Monfieur De Pompadour, 

againſt ſuch a Cireumſtance, and 
* be confronted with the Count, wavered i . 
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Dae and the Miniſters at this, in ** 
to overthrow him, -plied him with another Battery. 
75 the King's Lieutenant, had been very 
much attached to him. Monſieur Ze Slenc one 
Days . m aſide, ſaid to him, with 4, Shew 
dence, that having an Eſteem for 
Ak De Pompadour, he was under an extreme 
Concern at the Turn bis Affair was taking: That 
his Tryal drew near, and he would ——— loſe his 
Head, without a clear and faithſul Confeſſion of the 
Whole Tranſaction, and it muſt be all written with 
his Hand: That ſuch a Piece would be neceſſary 
to the Duke D'Orleans for 1 his Meaſutes, 
and that it was the only Way to the Perſons 
complicated in that * from 4 deliver d to 
the Rigour of the Law. Monſieur Le Blanc per- 
ſuaded the King's Lieutenant, that his End in 
truſting him vith Things of ſuch a cloſe Secreſy was, 
that he ſhould r to induce the Marquis 
De Pompadour to take the only Way for. = ng 
himſelf, Having thus moved Mai/onrouge's g 
Heart, without apprebending chat its Motions would 
ſet-right by the Perſpicacity of an after Thought, 


promiſed: himſelf the-Succeſs, of a Negotiation, 


2 e he had ſo throughly. detaimd the Em- 
r. 118 

„ THE, poor Lieutenant, Fee at hat bad 

made known to him, ran to Monſieur De 
aud whom he took care to acquaint with 
every Particular of Monſieur Le Blanc s Diſcourſe, 2 
to be ſure, no Secreſy had been enjoin d him. The 
Marquis was ſo terrified; that he came to their 
Lure. He made a general Confeſſion, without omit- 
ng or Wen any one Thing, He went fur- 


her 5, 
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ther; as when once the Foot has ſlipped, down ore 


is carried to the End of the Precipice. He had 
written, that when he was treating of the Affair 
with the Dutcheſs Du Maine, if the Duke hap- 
pened to come in, {ſhe was ſure immediately to 
call another Cauſe. The Keeper of the Seals, of- 
fended at whatever looked towards clearing the Duke 


Du Maine, faid abruptly to Monſieur De Pom- 


padour, © "Tis not an Apology for the Duke Du 
Maine that is asked of you z daſh out that Ar- 
* ticle,” He complied, 7 intimating to 


Monſieur D'. Argenſan the atrocious Abuſe of his 


98 in not equally admitting both Sides of the 


Q "PRO | 4s | 
Tax Duke D'Orleans, after treating Perſonages 
of ſuch. exalted Rank with fo much Rigour, and 
making ſach a Noiſe in the World on none of the 
moſt ſolid Foundations, was now intent on ning 
forth his Proceedings in a ſpecious Light; and o 
courſe not a little pleaſed with having in his Hands 
the Writing, which had been ſo artfully got from 
Monſieur De Pompadoyr. He. flattered himſelf 


alſo, that Fear or Laſſitude would procure him 


the like Papers from every one of us And he is 
known to have ſaid, more than once, that he would 


have 2 Million of Money ſor thoſe, which the 


ier De Mew} had throws into the Fire. 


Mons1zva De Pompadour, as a Recom 


of his puſillanimous Security, inſtead of the Li- 


berty he expected, was allowed every Day to take 


a Turn on the Baſtion. with a Goard. Soon after 


1 had the like Indulgence, . without-: having pur- 


chaſed it ſo dearly; It came likewiſe to be extended 
| to ſeveral of our Conſidents, who in Turns, but 12 
82 | guarded, | 
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| ed, were walked on the Towers of the Caſtle. 

The laſt Hour was, by way of Diſtinction, aſſigned 
for my Walk ; and the honeſt Lieutenant, whoſe 

Affection for me daily enereaſed, had reſerved him- 


ſelf from any other Duty, to attend me. On the 


laſt Day of April, when he came to fetch me, he 
acquainted me that Monſieur Le Blanc had brought 
an Order, that on the Firſt of May our Walks 
* . 19 rn 1 | 50 N : R A 
Tux Singularity of the Day appointed for our 
'cloſe Be ae fete e the coarſer 
Seaſon, ſurprized me; and I thought that, under the 
Pretence of Recreation, they had only meant to 
plague us; But Mai/onrouge cleared up the Myſtery ; 
for, it ſeems; it had occurred to our ſagacious Po- 
liticians, that at a Time when all People walk 
abroad, they that paſſed by, and eſpecially our Re- 
lations or uaintances, would come to leer at 
us; and 9 Intimations might be given 
by Signs. Alas! Sir,” ſaid I, what would 
it ſignify to leer at me, either afar off or eloſe 
by me f I ſhould ſee nothing of it. When any 
ſuch Thing has been the Caſe, there was a Ne- 
ceſſity of my being told of it, and who would 
give me ſuch Notice now ?'” Whilſt I was talk ing 
thus, we had teached the Baſtron-Garden ; and, 
at the Entrance, I repeated this Line of Phedra: 


Adee, Fulgid' Sun, no more ſhall T behold.” 
- EE 22445 1s oF 1 7 2 ; 
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185718 oo after an Ineident happen'd, which might 
have [given me another Kind of Vexation, than the 
Diſcontinuance of our Airings, One auſpicious 


Morning (it was then four Months ſince we had been 


big) 


This ſtinted me in the Choice uf my Subjects; but, Fea 


- 
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in Priſon) I ſaw' go out of our Caſtle three of thoſe 


who had been taken up at the ſame Time as myſelf, 
Theſe, were Mademoiſelle De Montauban, the, 
younger Monſieur De Maleſieu, and Monſieur De 
Barjeton. The Governor, apprehending that I muſt 
have. perceived them, thought it beſt not to conceal 
it from me; and judging that the Deliverance of 
others, hilſt I ſtill remained under Confinement, 
would be Matter of Uneaſineſs to me, he labou d 
for Reaſons to reconcile; me to this Event. After 
exhorting me not to be caſt down, he told me 
I might look on it as a Fore-tunner of my own 
Liberty. To the firſt Part of his Speech I — £2," 
that I was very far from making the Ceſſation of my 
Fellow-Sufferers Calamities an Increment of Grief 
to me; that it was rather ſome Alleviation,. as I 
needed not be any further uneaſy about them. As 
to his Prognofticks, I gave him to uaderſtand they 
did not take with me; and that, after ſuch Siftings; 
it was plain that they who remained under Confine- 
ment, would not ſoon ſee the Period of it. 


2 


- 


I x Now, not whether it was to comfort us under 
this Mortification, that our Walks were reſtored. 
1 had a particular Favour, which gave me much 
greater Pleaſure. My kind Lieutenant asked Mon- 
fieur Le Blanc Leave to allow me Pen, Ink and 
Paper, 2 to throw my Ideas together on it. 
He conſented, provided that the Sheets ſhould bes 
titled, numbered, and I to deliver them as required,. 


hee 
*+ 


3 . ; 
to keep clear, of all Exceptions, I choſe only one, 
357 n | 2 a N. 
and that very grave. It was moral Reflections on” 
ſome Pafſages of a en but ſome ſubſequent 
Vutractions hindered me from continuing the Work.“ 


Mons1zUR 
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- Monsrzvrx De Maiſonrouge being, by the Re- 
leaſement of ſome of our People, more at Leifure, was 

the more aſſiduous in his Attendance on me. With- 
dut his percetving it, there was growing in his Heart 
tte ſtrongeſt Attachment any one ever had for me. 
He is the only Man whom 1 have ever thought loved 

me truly; though, like moſt Women, I have had 
ſeveral Who have exprefled the Sentiments of that 


Paſſion, He faid not a Word of it; and, I believe, | 


perceiy'd it a long Time before himſelf, He was ſo 
taken up with me, as to talk of nothing elſe, With all 
the other Priſoners whom he viſited, his Tongue was 
ever running on me; yet he in Earneſt thought, that 
it was they who would be talking of me to him: Then 
he would come back, quite tranfported at the ima- 
ginary Eſteem they expreſſed for me. It is ſur- 
prizing, would he ſay, how much you are 
*-zdmired, and how every Body here enquires after 
you. I can go no where but you are talked of 
to me, and with the higheſt Praiſes.” This was 
verified afterwards, when the extreme Pleaſure it gave 
him came to be obſerved. Dependance produced 
AQularion'; and Priſoners uſe it towards their 
Kexpers, as Subjects towards their Sovereigns, The 
Lieutenant's Weakneſs coming to Light, the People 
under him plied him on that Side, Some ſent me 
Sweet -Meats, others entertaining Books; from every 
one I recerved ſome Token of Homage, and all came 
through his Hands. i . 
Tak Chevalier De Mrnil, to inſinuate himfelf 
wich this Ruler, made uſe of a Dream; feigoed, 1 
 Yuppoſe, He told him one Day (this was before 
ſome of the Things which, to avoid breaking the 
Thread, 1 have telated fucceffively) that he the 
8 foregoing 
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foregoing Night he dreamed (and well might a Priſoner 
have ſuch a Dream) that he had been brought to his 
Trial, and condemned to perpetual Impriſonment in 
the Baſtile, but in Company with me, who was alſo 
to ſpend my Life in that Place; and that this Cir- 
cumſtance had, exceedingly comforted him, under 
ſuch: a Sentence. Maiſonrouge thought I could not 
but be pleaſed; with this. from one who had never 
ſeen me, and he alſo, was tickled with the Fancy 
of having me under his Guard for ever. He im- 
mediately came to entertain me with this Tale, 1 


don't know how it was that 1 liſtened to it more 
than to a thouſand Things of that K ind, which he 


uſed to bring to me. Some Days aſter he went to 
4 2 Rowe wm De gee, and Ne en = 
ng Ol les, he Ja1d to him; ou OUgnt tO 
make ſome to divert your: Neither. His 
Chamber faced mine. „ What ; anſwered he, 

* without Pen or Paper?! Oh!“ ſays the 
Lieutenant, if that be all, here's a Pencil and 
Paper; write away.“ He haſtily writ ſome 
Verſes on a Bit of Paper, and Maiſonrauge brought 


them to me, extremely pleaſed with himſelf that he 
had found out this new Diverſion for me; and, to 
render it more complete, he ſaid, Anſwer him in 
the ſame Style: I'll furniſh you with what 'you 


Want.“ This Beginning of an Adventure highly 
"Pleaſed me; and the Lieutenant thought his Com- 


plaiſance well rewarded, in the many Thanks I. gaye 
him: S0 I anſwered in Verſes" half Mar 0%1c0*, as 
£27: | R f b 4 
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A jocular, but ſimple and natural Spegies of Poetry. 
introduced by Clement Marot, a Valet de Chambre to 
Francis 1. King of France. He was frequentiy in ex- 


treme 


194 MI monks 1 


were thoſe which 1 had receiyed. My Arſwer was 
ſucceeded BY another, to which it was infiſted on I 
mould re 4 Malſonrouge ſeeing nothing in this 
Spo en which could affect the 8 or the 
Se, and perceiving how much jp was delighted 
With it, encourag'd us to & N. which we were 
both very glad to do. try; thouph ir- 


regular, "cramping me a little, I intirnated that 


_ /as eaſier, would be” raore agreeable to me. 
'The Lieutenant, with his uſual good Temper, con- 
ſented ed; and every Day brought me an open Letter, 


and carried back my Anſwer, Sometimes we in- 


ter larded our Proſe with Rbyme, but the Whole was 
TJocularity. 

Wirnour being, or ung. been under 9 
finement, there's no knowing the Value of ſuch a 
Paſtime ; though it is certain our Compoſitions 
would not have * the Prize at the Floral 
Games 4 | | 
CLE | 4 my nge 
treme e is ako anten this eanciſePuticden 
to his Prince: May it pleaſe your Majeſty to beftow 
-* ſomerhing on me, — Books und Food. i Recollec- 


e tion may: Sphinn boy of; Books ; the Want of 
6 Bodd admirs of no Exp His. Tranſlation of 


ae ms at firſt cop > 3 e worked oft faſt enough 


for the Demand. In thoſe Days they were not ſet to a 


raye Muſic as now, to be ſung, in Churches; every 


One ſang them to what Tune he leaſed, and commonly 


A l er; Each of the Princes and Courtiers 


Choſe obe. Hemy Ild's Favourite was, As the chaſed 

% Hart,” Sc. and he uſed to ſing it in Hunting. See 
Lives w; French, Writers. ri 

4 . A Ceremony. in ſome Cities of France, beg ming on 

4 1.555. and ws x in. Fü e a ſolemn Maſs, N 0% e. 


at x hich the Corporation aſſiſts, and Poems are rehears'd 
"oy 
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Correſpondence of Inviſibles began to aſſume 


an Air of, Gallantry. 1 humoured it without any 
Reſerve | or Diſquietude, In the mean time 

Menil grew very defirous of having a Sight of me 
and often hinted ſuch a Thing in bis Letters. I 


anſwered, ..that, the very Spirit of our Adventure, 
was the not having ſeen each other ; and that this Cir- 


cumſtance...no, longer ſubſiſting, it would become 


common, conſequently pall ; and our Correſpondence 
hitherto ſo. free and animated, conclude in F 


Conſtraint, and Flatneſs. This prudent Repreſen- 
tation had no Effect on his Impatience, he was con- 
tinually urging our Guatdian for an Interview. At 
laſt he gave us a View of each other, placing us 
on the Step of our Door. We both looked ſome- 
thing ſheepiſh, as poſſibly our Perſons, on both 
Sides, fell ſhort, of Expectation. Not a Word was 
ſpoke, for that had been the Agreement, and in 
a Minute he diſappear d. The Letter ſubſequent 
to this Appearance, ſnew'id the Hurt it had done 
us. I perceived it; that furniſhed ſome new 
Railleries, for all that could be drawn from our 


Situation we had long ſince exhauſted, _ 5 


PIiSsORERS do not ſoon take a Denial. The 
Chevalier, thinking a Converſation would anſwer 


better than only a bare Sight, ſaid to the King's 


Lieutenant, that the Favour-he had done us was little 
or nothing; that it could not be call'd ſeeing one 
another? that there could be no Acquaintance, with- 


out ſpeaking to one _—_ ; and at laſt extorted 


| '. ſuch 
every Day. The Magiſtrates give a magnificent Treat 
and adju 50 the Prizes; which are Gold and Silver 
Flowers, but not alike in all Cities. The Compo- 
ſitions are an Ode and an Eclogue. as. 
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ſuch an unuſual Favour from him.” The Lien- 
tenant brought him one Night to my Room, when 
J was in Bed; and, to allow us Freedom of Speech, 
left him at my Bed's Head, while at the other 
End of the Room he amuſed himſelf with talkin 

to Rondel. Here again we were as much — 
as at the firſt Sight of each other. The Cheval ier, 
like Tonguin of Armorica, who, when he had 
found his Deareſt, could not open his Mouth to her, 
alſo was at à Loſs what to ſay to me: However, 
ſome few common Things paſſed between us; but 
1t is certain we could not be better pleaſed with each 
other in this Progreſs, then we had been at the 
very firſt Step of our Acquaintance, Maiſonrouge, 
perceiving our Converſation moved heavily, came 
up to our Relicf, and with him it became a little 
more enlivened ; but, after all, it was ſo ſhort, 
that we had little more than Time enough to know 
one another again. . 7 | 5 
HRE we ſtopped, but ſtill continued writing 
to each other; though now this Paſtime was be- 
ginning to loſe the Guſt of Novelty, and the ſmall 
Sioht we had of each other took away from it that 
Eaſe and Familiarity, in which its chief Delight 
confifted, without fobAtitutios any Thing in its 
Place. In order to ſuſpend it, I made uſe of a 
Pretence which offered itſelf. EF informed the Che- 
valier De Ment), that I intended a Retreat, to pre- 
pare myſelf for the approaching Feſtival. This 
was Whritſuntide, which, under the happy Return of 
my Devotion, I was very deſirous of duly obſerving, 
and 1 found Writing to be a great Diſtraction to 
Recluſes : The Buſtle of the World, poſſibly, does 


nod 
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pt. cquſe ſo much to thoſe that are in the Midft of : 


gk chene De Menil a iel in the 
eaſon of my Retreat, without the leaſt 3 
Whether out of Reſpect to the Motive, or that his 
0 10 Was drained. For my Part, though I 
0 ought myſelf tired of writing, I ſoon came to o find 
e of it. The Void it left in the Place © 
5 Abu ement, to which Circumſtances had given a 
e ſhew! d me that it was of more Con- 
_ Cern to me than 1 imagined. 1 found that I was 
not a little 'vexed at the eaſy Compliance with my 
© Propoſal, . This Sentiment, ſo diſproportionate to 
e Cauſe, 'made, me dread one ns a, more ſerious 
| at; 5 "and this Apptehenſion, together with my 
| pleen, belp'd me to go through my Purpoſe. | The | 
| ithful © aiſonrouge perſevered in his Care, Aſſi- | 
| ity, and, Fondnels ; though x now more back ward | 
an ever. ö 
5 "Ix is the Fate of a pure and faithful Ardour to = 
be treated With Ingratitude. He made to me a | 
; 


ind of Declaration, 1 „ 0 enough, and with- - 

i any Forecaſt,” Madame De Real, one of the 

\olt affectionatę "of mh Friends (this was Mademoi- 

ale, Ws re 255 had been married a little 

efore Tape t, 9 * uſed fo call on him, | 
Enquire about me. Ode Day, after juſt parting ” 

, 9 om her, he told t me, 9 Bad ask'd him, whether | 

he took good Care of me ? and his Anſwer was, | 

f How can I but e Care, of her, Madam ? All . 
the World ſays Lam in Love with her,” 1 "2 ö 

4 : 


« wiſh. to God it may be ſo, Sir,” replied. ſhe. 

; The Simplicity of this Wiſh ſet me a laughing, * 

, FRM without ſhowing the leaſt Attention to the | | 
Ts Ground 


= Muworny We. - 
Ground of it, for which he never came to a more 
clear Explanation: But his own Behaviour evi- 
denced an Attention without Reſpite, Complaiſance 
without Reſerve, a perpetual Tenderneſs without 
any Regard to himſelf, a greater Deſire of contenting 
me than of being agreeable to me; ſo much mine, 
that he ſeem'd to be no longer his own. Never 
in the World, not even in Romances, have I ſeen 
a Perfection like his. Sentiments ever conftarr, ever 
uniform; and the more admirable, as not formed 


Sagaciry or Embelliſhments, it did not want Senſe 
: Q * ; & LAST ; L308 46 3-4 


U dgme ot. | 


the Plea of 2 Retreat, being over, there was an 
of it. Ort 


back 
ondel 


1 It to me, as ſhe was always ap of any Thin 
to divert me. In it 1 fo N theſe enigmat Cl | 
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Is, io declare a Modification ef it. A dotiful 
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took was When the King's Lieutenant went to ſy 
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« SubjeR; - before ſuch” Detlaration, will not allow 
; himſelf the leaſt Tranſgreſſion. The Queſtion 
* is, 1 this 'Law ſhall remain for ever 
aboliſh'd ? Or, whether only for a Time? In 
* the laſt Caſe, the Tranquillty of fg "Re, wall 
9 * admit of no Suſpenſion.” 


Tais Continuanee of our A e a new 
Form eee me, ſo as to draw me into a St 
portant than the foregoing. I anſwer 
this "Billet : The Words I do not remember, but 
che Import of them was; Speak, you are liſten d 
4 %:“ And this Anſwer was nde nely” del iver'd. 
Menil, encourag'd by this apparent Countenance to 
bis Deſigns, carried them further; and even v 
tured: to make his Way into my Room, without 


Ly Conductor. 


Tux Lieutenant“ 8 Apartment was over mine, 
where he came in at all Times; and, for the greater 
Readineſs, uſed to leave the Key in my Door,” ' Mes 
1 having. by Force and Skill opened his found 
n eaſy Acer: into my Room. The Hour he 


at the Governor's Apartment, which was ſeparated 
from ours by two Courts. 
Tais unexpected Sight ſtruck me with Amaze 


Fear and Anxiety, mixed with Joy, at the mare, 


a Perſon ran purely to ſee me, and produced a ſtrange 
Confufion in my Sentiments: But the moſt agreeable 
ot the Aſcendant a diſperſed the others, and 1 
ent an Ear to what had been the Scope of this 


hazardous Attempt. This was the Di dovery 'of 


a real Affection, till then veiled under ſuch Jocu- 


larities as were — to come to my Hands. 
As 


| 


AT 


2 — 


| 
l 


rn 


comes once to ſee one another, 


5 Fo. Io 9s he attributed it to 


hgh | hee "2 


Fader tion for ſu timents, 
nk for 7 queſt Tx Bs ke ER an Eſteem 
oy to, * ms. 15 1 pro- 

Ih t s tO 920 of our own. 
ble. 


it ſro, a roba I gia not examine 
Meg clo LN Lieu diſpoſed to believe "that 


the Chevalier De Ment] thought me worthy of 


his Love, Ne lors os 14s 396 e tion take 
. Way. op on what he was ſayi LN to. 5 
an minded my Anſwer; thinking 0 15 mud 
to conceal. or make known my Seqtiments | to. Bi, 
as to convince myſelf of his, | 
Tux Country in 5 we 1917 lived, cut thor 
all Formalities. Any where elſe it would h. pre bon 
a. long Time before I would h heard, wo) 
before anſwering ;*but in a Thc whe et I {7 
eco Ne keit 
very uncertain, more is ſaid in an Hour than po 
would have been ſaid 1 2 72 55 of ur hg pol 8 


and we not only e th think, IVF: Ape 


from what we would in other P 
Tuts . d fo Fall of Mattgr was 
bot ſhort 5 or. ak i tht 6 A Nate e the 
Centty, 1 bor ped our Ma ſter Was ming 
into the 1 i chat it 1227 
Time to break u My Lieutenant came, as 
83 "a good. Night when he reryrns to, "his 


=== ogg! to, lock my Door ſaf 56 the Keys 
= as of all othets, e kept in h 1 Chamber, 
aving no 1125 1 be dr d not. —_— 5 0 'Con- 


er EN Gul a, 1 gave 142 51 up. to 505 Re- 
ane on what had P afled, 1 re viewed the 1 5 
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Converſation, 'weighed every Word, conſtrued the 2 
Looks and Geſtures, commented on the broken Sen- 1 
tences; and, from the Whole, 1 loſt myſelf in a 
Mift of vague Inferences. When I came to the 
Point, the Diſtance and Multiplicity of Objects em- [ 
barraſſed Reflection. I turned back, and in the Od- 
dity of our Acquaintance and fingular Conſequences, 
I diſcerned' all the Prefages of an Engagement, which | 
might go a great Way; but I was for entering into 
none of a gloomy Aſpect, and checking the Pro- 
| penfity which was already beginning to work on | 
me, and aſſiſted by the Advantage of the Place, "1 
| I determined to break off a Correſpondence now be- | 
WIrn this Intent I wrote to the Chevalier Do | 
Menil, acquainting him, That I had readily come 
into what had appear'd to me to be no'more than 
Pleaſantry; that he having declared himſelf to me 
in another Manner, to have any further Corref- 
. pondence with him, would be deviating from the 
Conduct of my whole Life; and that, to the Cala- 
mities in which Fortune had plunged me, I would 
by no Means add thoſe which might follow from | 
Imprudence, as the Reproach would be wholly 
mine. 1 VVV 
PE RRHATs there was not a ſingle Word of all this 
in my Letter, but it was pretty near the Import. 
Abſolute Diſcharge, yet ſo, as not to make it be | 
taken; neither was it. I received an Anſwer, preg- 1 
nant throughout with a Reſolution to oyercome Þ 
mine; and writing was not all, for the bold Ment} +1 
return'd in the fame Manner he had done the Night 14 
before. I infiſted on his immediate going away. 
He would continue where he was, pi. broke out 
into 


. 
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into eager Proleſtations of an Attachment without 
Bounds or End. ſuch as I ſhould never diſapproye 


or repent, of. apſwering, I adhered to my firm Re- 
r 


ſolution againſt embarking in a dangerous Commerce, 
I told him, that the more he was perſuading me 
of the Reality of his Sentiments, the more he ex- 
cited my Fear of them, and obliged me to turn the 
deaf Ear to them. Whatever could be ſaid in a low 
Monatgny. was ſaid on both Sides, though. very 
Ks «2 I concluded with a ſerious Requeſt, that 


he would no. longer attempt to ſee. me again, and 
to renounce every direct Correſpondence with me; 


for 1 would. 1 the Henged, which our 12 
tuation might add to the other Dangers. peculiar 
to theſe Sorts of Connections. 2330 FIN. 
 _,, Hz left, me with all the Appearance of extreme 
Grief, yet obſequious to my expreſs, Will. I pleaſed 
myſelf with the fine Defence I had made, which 
however . coſt me a ſevere Struggle, beſides the 
Diſadvantages of ſuch a Rupture, in loking the chief 
Amuſement of my Solitude, and my Mind finking 
into a ſupine Tranquillity. As to our former ſpor- 
tire Commerce, there was no renew ing it after ſuch 
Overtures ; belides it hal Iong fince.ran low, and 
Loſt all its Racineſs. N * 
Bur Menil was not the kind, ſubmiſſive Creature 
I. had thought. He writ to me, that he could not 
hold out under the Reſtriction I had enjoined him; 
that, after many excrutiating- Reflections, he had 
found out Means for ſecuring his Tranquility, with- 
out diſturbing mine ; that all the Favour he asked 
of me, was to permit him to ſee me, and commu- 
nicate his Intention to me; that, he flatter'd him- 
ſelf, I ſhould approye of it 3 concluding, that whatt 
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ever was my Deciſion, after this Tatexview, he would 
ſubmit to it without any further Tmportunity, . 
and thought it was proper to gite him a Heating; 
and beſides, I had a great Inclination to ſee him 
again, ſo that I conſented to this new Viſit. He 
came. I received him with a Mixture of Grief and 
Confuſton. Well, Sir,” ſaid I, what more Have 
Jou to ſay to me?” He padſed ſome Time, 
as it were for G is Thoughts: At length 
he ſaid, You may have imagined that, whilſt 


I only ſent you Frivolities, I meant no mote than 


2 


to divert the Tediouſneſs of my Confinement; 


| yet nothing is truer, than that a more intimate 
"CC * l * 


Connection was then in my Thoughts. You 
could not bat obſerve it, by the Multitude of 
my Queſtions, and extreme Deſire of finding out 


your Temper, your Sentiments, your Inel inations, 


and of coming more and more to a Knowledg 
of you, through all the ſevetal Obſtructions 'whi 
**debarred me of the Pleaſure of ſeeing you, Our 
Friend has told you a Dream of mine, which 
I had when broad awake : It being an Emanation 


„from my continwal Reflection, on the Happineſs | 
of him who ſhould paſs his Life, whatever were 


„the Place, with ſuch" a' Perſon as yourſelf, If 


* ſuch were my Thoughts when I knew you only 


„by the Report of another, judge what Additions 
* 2 more direct Knowledge of your ſeyeral Endow- 


to myſelf, of che Felicity attending an inſeparable 


** Pofſeffion ? It is this perfect Felieiy pbich 
is my Scope; which I would ſecure ſelf, 
if my Defires be agreeable to you, To e the 


** 
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* Alarm too haſtily- at my Tender of them. I; 


is what I ſhould not have ventured on, had 


'* my. Intention been leſs worthy of you; yet,” 


0 continued he, 1 did not think t ey could properly | 


“appear in my firſt Diſcourſes, Before I acquainted 
«you with all the Extent of my Sentiments, it 
* ſeemed in Form that I ſhould know thoſe which 


Pos were ſuſceptible of towards me; and could 
be . ' 


ve ſupported the Iaterdiction of all Com- 
merce with you, purſuant to your abſolute Sentence, 
Ly . not even now have explained myſelf.” _ 


o this long Speech of the Chevalier De Menil's 


I had liſten d, not without Amazement. My 


"Anſwer was, That I could not but be ſenſibly 
touched with his Thoughts of me, nor ſhow a 


better Acknowledgement then by not clofing with 
them | That it became me to acquaint him, that 
n 


he di 


ot yet know how much my Condition was, 


in every Reſpect, inferior to his: That I was of no 
Family or Fortune, and with an abject and indelible 


Appellation from my Station about the Dutcheſs 
Du Maine's Perſon : That if my Wretchedneſs was 


no Secret, to him, it was my Duty to direct his At- 


tention ue it 3 and lay before him the Cenſure 
. he would incur, of which I would neither be the 


Cauſe, nor the Occafion. ' He told me, That he | 


was perfectly well acquainted with my Circum- 
ſtances, and that all his Concern was, that he had 


did not declare his Views to me without 
r 


- ; 
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having well examined them, and entirely ſettled 
himſelf” in the Reſolution he had taken: That no 
Change was to be feared, as it had preceded the 
Paſſion which had grafted itſelf on the perfect 
Eſteem he before had for me: That by this Paſſion 
he ſhould become infinitely unhappy, if I did not 
conſent to his Viſits till the Recovery of our Li- 
berty, of which he made no Queſtion, to enable 
him to accompliſh his Deſigns. TRIS: © ple Tee AN 
- I conjur'p him again to take under farther 
Deliberation Things of ſuch Importance, and fo 
clog'd with Inconveniencies ; adding, That if, after 
the moſt mature Confideration, he ſtill continued 
in the Defire of an indiffoluble Attachment to me, 
I ſhould hold it lawful for me to live with him, 
as far as our Situation admitted, on a Perſuaſion that 
he would obſerve all the Regards conſiſtent with 
the Eſteem which he expreſſed for me. He ſwore 
to me, that his ReſpeX and Submiſſion ſhould al- 
ways be the principal Evidence of the Affection 
which devoted him to me for Life. After theſe 
Preliminaries the Conference ended. My Heart 
and Mind were now ſo full, that the Power of Action 
Was ſuſpended in both. My Thoughts and even 


Perceptions were over-caſt: At length the Gloom 
cleared up. : 1 diſcerned that the b Cheralter's' Sen- 


timents had ſtrongly affected me. I ſaw in him 


2 Deliverer breaking the Shackles of my Abaſement, 
reſcuing me from Servitude, more contrary to 


my Temper than the Confinement I then underwent ; 
and compleating my Happineſs, by affociatipg my 
F en 
I is only as 3 ſupreme Good, that an Object 
has a Right to Wgage our Affections; if any take 
+ ED 8 Poſſeſſton 
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Poſſeſſion of our whole Soul, it is by preſenting itſelf 


us under that Appearance, I thought te have 
. at Good — 1 our Deſires ate continually 
in Purſuit of, and never find. I did not then know 
that this World is not the Place of its Exiſtence, 
imagining that it muſt reſide in, an harmonious 
and conſtant Junction. Seduced by this pleaſi 
Illufion, a Paſſion ſtronger than that I had inſpiie 
infinuated itſelf into me, So far from being alarmed 
at it, and endeayouring to oppoſe its Progreſs; I 
made it the Meaſure of my future Happineſs. To con- 


ce ive how 1 ſuffered. Sentiments, which apparently | 


1 could eafily have ſuppreſs d, to gain ſuch a Sway 
over me, one muſt ſet out from the Point where 
1. was, and concenter the different Circumſtances 


* 


of my preſent and preceding Situation. es 
Tux very Day after this Converſation, I recei ved 
4 Letter from, the Chevalier De Menil; expreſſing, 
with redoubled Energy, every Thing which could 
convince me of a tender and durable Paſſion. We 
met, as it were by Accident, at the Lieutenant's, who 
Was indiſpoſed. We had ſeparately. ask'd that we 
might be permitted to wait on him. ., Ment was 


conducted thither firſt z afterwards I made known 


my Deſire, which was immediately acceptet. 
.MAISONROUGE, vho ſuſpected nothing of 
oor Intelligence, was highly delighted with this 
1 9 To me it gave ſuch a lively Joy, that 
the Lime has remained in my Memory as one of the 
moſt agreeable, Hours of my Life, The Secret of 
our Tye concealed from him who had firſt pro- 
moted it, contrary to his own Inelination, added, 
1 krow not how, high Poignancy. to the Delight 
of ſeeing each other, it laſted but a little while; 
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o ſeg each other as viten at 
and to write every Opportunity. 
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as the Caſe is of moſt Things, eſpecially in that 
Country. D . Difquietude- there, hin- 
ders every Thing from growing up to a Conſiſteney. 
We ſound Means to fee one another ſoon after 
and; When Intent ions and Proteſtations were el 
to me, 1 countenanced them, and even Neue my 
Sentimems, which completed my Lover's Satisfaction. 


4 


I had no leſs in Hufe Vent to them. We agreed 
t 


DAA Ronde afſiſted us with her Aſſiduity, 
giving and receiving our Letters, watching the 
Moments proper for our Interviews, and ſecuring 
us from a Surprize. Her Opinion of me was ſuch, 
as to believe that if 1 had formed ſuch a Connection, 


it was on good Grounds ; and ſhe would not have 


ated the Fart the did, without having, by what 


1 gare her to underſtand, all the Reaſon in the 


World not to form any other Judgment of it. 
Taz Chevalier De Menil, no leſs than myſelf, 
had obſerved that Maiſonrouge loved me with 
1 pe We were ſenſible how greatly it concerned 
us, to hide from him our Correfpondence, which 
he now no longer ſupervifed, The more intereſting 
Letters which we now wrote to each other, ha 
gipen us a Diſtaſte of thoſe which went through his 
nds; but he obſet ved this Colluſion, and reproached 
me with it, that in order to remove his Suſpicion, 
and to __— he apparent Ceſſation of our Letters, 
1 continued writing by him. CO lors 
i | this Correſpondence dull and phlegmatic, 
a5 being forced, was, totally dropped z continuing 
Paal Opportunities, our more animated Letters of 
on; and ſome Moments we ſnatched for Con- 
| S 2 verſation, 
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ver ſation. 1 ſhall relate one, which 1 have not been 


able to forget ; when, after acquainting Monfieur De 
Ment with my Fears and Anxieties for having, on 


Appearatces perhaps uncertain, given myſelf up to 


ſuch Sentiments, he offered to corroborate with an 
Inſtrument ſigned and ſealed, the Aſſurances he had 
given me of his Intentions. Alas!” ſaid I to him, 
hat would that ſignify? If you retain your 
Affection for me, you w ill follow that Reſolution 


** which it originally dictated; and ſhould you 


** be otherwiſe inclined, I am not the-Woman to 
© oppoſe your Sentiments, and live with you, unleſs 
** you were heattily and entirely mine,” | 

I xrnoveur while 1 was ſpeaking fo, that 1 
ſappoſed it was impoſſible, The Sympathy betwixt 
us, to me ſeemed fo perfect and blame, that it put 


me in Mind of the Idea of Twin-Souls, which are 


always ſeeking each other, ſeldom finding, and whoſe 
happy Meeting conſtitutes ſupreme Feliciiy. I com- 


municated this Thought to him, which he adopted 


as a true Character of our Connection. I was then 
py the Elements of a Happineſs hitherto unknown, 
Before I had loved, without being lov'd ; or I had 
been loy'd; without liking my Lover. To the Joys 
of a reciprocal Attachment, which I thought muſt 
be unalterable, I had been quite a Stranger, even 
in Idea. The Chevalier De Meni/'s Temper, his 
Reputation, his irreproachable Conduct, his Age, 
which was conſiderably beyond that when one enters 
into Engagements without knowing what one would 
have or what one is doing, ſeemed to warrant 
his Conſtancy, and the Fidelity of his Words. The 
only Diſquietudes were thoſe of the Place, a Soil fo 
apt both to produce them, and impart to them a Tien 
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bereaſe. Not an Inſtant paſſed without one of this 


Kind. The leaſt Noiſe was, in our Imaginations, 
big with formidable Events. Every little Cloud - 


in the Countenance of a jealous Superintendant (for 


ſuch he was growing, without knowing how much 
Reaſon he bad for it) we imagined to forebode the 
worſt of EVI is. | 8 

Ov Contrivance of ſeeing each other had been 


ſucceſsfully carried on, till the Duke De Richlicu 


was removed from a Tower, where he had firſt been 
kept up, into an Apartment over that of the Che- 
valier De Menil. The Vicinity of ſuch an alert 
Perſon, render d great Precautions neceſſary. The 
King's Lieutenant nom never failed ſecuring the 
Keys, which he had uſed to leave in Door, 
before which the Inhabitants of our Ward paſſed 
along, in going to their Walks; and, though they 


were al ways well guarded, fuch an Object of Offence 


was not 


ght fit to be left expoſed to publick 


» Tus Reader would unqueſtionably chuſe rather 
to know why the handſome, the rich, the gay Duke 
De Richlien, ſhould be committed to the. Baſtile 
than any. Minutiæ concerning ſuch an inconſiderable 


Perſon as myſelf,” All that I beard of it was, that 


like us, but without our Participation, he had 


entered into a Correſpondence with Spain; and that 


aſter very ſevere Uſage, long and frequent Inter- 
rogator ies, innumerable Artifices to impoſe on him, 
even to the counterfeiting Letters as from a Princeſs, 


kn6wn' to be greatly his Friend, his Secret could 


not be got from him ; and at length by Court 
Intrigues, in which Love had a great Share, his 
* 1 . 25 Diſcharge 
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| Diſcharge was obtained, and for ſome: Time before 


very great 'Alleviations of his Confinement. 
"Ton Grant of 'a more commodious * 


to him, with the Liberty of walking out, brought 


- the Regulation which ſo extreamly--diftreſs'd: 

It was obſerved when the Miniſter eum but 
this was only now and then a Day, yet even this 
Day ſeemed to us very uncouth and tedious. -Fhere 
is no Habit ſo eaſily contracted, as that of ſeeing # 


| Perſon one loves ; nor when grown ever ſo little 


into a Habit, is there any Thing ſo neceſſary. I 


now began to feel the Vexations which accompany 
the Paſſions, and render their Sway ſo painful. Theſe 


were not the firſt, I had — ſome diſagreeable 
Experience from the Humours of Menil, — out 


_ of all Reaſon, would now and then fomach the Com- 
plaiſance which 1 could not but ſhow to our Lieu- 


tenant, tho' theſe J reduced as low as poſſible; I had 
repealed my Leave to come to my Room after he had 


ſupped, under Pretence that I would go to ſleep 


earlier. He never offered to thwart me in any Thing 
1 would, though ſometimes 1 was alſo obliged to 
comply with what he defired: 
- Onsz Day he brought me Rinks Pattridges, + in ondie 
to ſyp with me. Menil, ſtill. Maſter of the Art 
of opening his Door, came and liſten d at mine, and 
pretended: I had been very humourous, and had ſpoken 
of him with an offenſive Levity: But the worſt of 
the Story with him was, that after Supper, it being 
extreamly hot, we went and ſtood at the Window to- 
ether, where the Lieutenant deſired me to ſing. 
f begun a Scene of the Opera of Jphigenia. The 
Duke De Richlieu, who was alſo gt his Window, 


© Tang Oreſtes's Anſwer in the fame Scene, and which 


ſuited 


— 
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ſuited: our Situation. Aſaiſanrauge, thinking this 
diverted: me, and perhaps willing to promote a little 
Mirth, allowed us to go through the whole Scene. It 
was, it ſeems, no Mirth to the Chevalier De 
Menil. The next Day, in his Letters, he twitted 
me with the Converſation at Supper, which 1 little 
thought he had heard. For my Part, I no longer 
remembered that he had been ſo much as mentioned, 
and ſaid nothing to him of it. This ſeem'd to him 
a Subterfuge, which put him ſo exceſſively out of 
Humour, that, to my great Aſtoniſhment, he urged 
me to break with Maiſonrouge: But a few Words 
gave him to ſee the vaſt Imprudence of ſuch, a 
Meaſure, and he grew ſomething eaſj. 75 1%); +88 oh 
Ir was not long beſorꝭ we found Means to fee: one 
another again. The Regulation! relaxed, as Regula- 
tions always do, and we returned pretty nearly to our 
former Courſe of Life. This lütle Abſence, 
ſweeten'd by frequent Letters; only ſerv'd to heighten - 
the Satisfaction of: ſeeing one another again; and, for 
ſome Days, We en jo ed it with tolerable Chearfylneſs, 
From the Reſervedneſs,of, the Lieutenant, we con- 
cluded that he ſuſpected it, yet winked at it. Iu 
this Opinion we became leſs cireumſpect, and our 
Imprudence degenerated into Raſhneſs, that ſeveral 
Times we were near being ſurprized. At laſt one 


Night, when Aenil! was for going, away for fear 


of an Accident, I was ſo indiſcrete as to detain him. 
Within leſs than Half a Quarter of an Hour aſter, 
and indeed ſooner then ordinary, the Tutnkeys, who 
for ſome Time had a Suſpicion of Men's Sall ick, 
came their laſt Rounds, and carried away. our Keys, 
along with all the others, into. the Lieptenant's Apart 
ment. 't iS 2 200 : n on f 
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Tana is d enpreſſing my Horror, when [ 
heared: the Keys turned — What was to be 
done, in ſuch an unlucky Juncture? The Chevalier 
De Neu was not to continue locked up in my 
Room, that was certain. As to his being found 
with me in the Day-time, this was no more than 
Breach of the local Law or -Cuftom ; yet fer him 
to paſs the Night bere, would be a Scandal every 
Where, But how to get him out The Door 
was too ſtrongly barricaded to be thought of, and 
the Windows we could only look at them. The 
only Reſource left to me, was the Indulgence of 
poor Maiſourouge, againſt whom however this was 
a moſt grievous Treſpaſs,” At length I collected 
all che Courage requiſite in ſuch” an Exigeney, and 
wlitec at my Window till he ſhould return from 
the Governor, with whom he uſually ſuppet. 
GA was I at ſeeing him erofs the Court. 1 
called to him, ſaying, I Hoped he would be ſo kind \ 
to come and with" me a good Night. This ſet 
him a running to bring my Key; and he eatme to me 
quite in a [Tranſport of Joy for this unuſual Favour. 
went up to him, his Rival placing himſelf a little 
aſide, that he might not be pereeived. I ſaid to lim, 
with the moſt confuſed Air in the World, Yon 
d ſhew'd my Neighbour” the Way to thy Apart- 
ment, and very indiſeretely he has found it again 
without you. We have been unenpectedly lock d 
11 up, beſore the ufual Time. You would not have 
„him leſt here; rid me of him, 1 beſeech you.“ 
At the very firſt Word, caſting his Eye on the Che- 
valier De Menit, his Countenance changed. The 
whearful Air- chat he bad in coming in, was ſuddenly 
loſt in the moſt ſupercilious Gloom; and he ſaid, 
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in a very dry Tone, That it was bringing him into 
a great deal of Trouble; that he could not go up to 
feteh Monſieur Menil's Keys, and come down again 
and open his Door, but his People and thoſe in the 
Houſe — perceive it, and form Suſpicions of 
great Diſad vantage both to himſelf and me. I 
granted that he had all the Reaſon in the World 
to complain of our Imprudence; I acknowledg d 
myſelf greatly in the Wrong; I promiſed: it ſhould 
be the laſt; I implor'd his Friendſhip, as my only 
Relief. He left me, without ſaying one Word more; 
and, going, for the Keys, came and fetched Monſieur 
Menil, who was more out of Countenance than any 
of us ; then locked him in, without calling on me 
again. 1 


Tais Expedition being over, I found myſelf much 
I 


eaſier, though I had ſtill great Canſes of Trouble. 
The juſt Indignation of a Man whom, though under 
ſuch extraordinary Obligations to him, I expos'd 
by my Humours to the Scandal of betraying his 


Office: My ungrateful Duplicity towards the Per- 
ſon, who had deliver d himſelf up to me with an 
unreſerved Devotedneſs : - 3 Tyrol 


0 14. a1--430 3 ME t SHY 1a 41] 
 Improbe Amor, quid non mortalia pectora cogis ! 
© Strange Force of lawleſs Love, on buman Hearts ! 


In fine, this cruel Tyrant himſelf in the Ronen of 
my Heart, lamented my Separation from the Objed 


he had rendered ſo dear to me. 


Tak Lieutenant, being by Honour and Jealouſy 


concerned that I ſhould be ſecurely apt, I made no 


queſtion would exert a Vigilance ſufficient to fruſtrate 
any 


Wa . —— 
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1 Avia, Indeed this horrid is 
foo which I had been delivered by his good Na- 
ture, had entirely ſet me againſt any hazardous Steps. 
I confined myſelt to correſpond 15 Letters, which was 
| eaſy, and became more frequent. 

. MAISONROUGE came to 3 as uſual. 
but without mentioning a Word of what had paſſed. 
He found me melancholy; but too well knew the 
a. of it to ac any Queſtions. Sometimes my In- 

Rice was ſuch as to hate him, and though perhaps 
perceived i it, this made no Alteration in his Beha- 
— Ubi ſtill continued zealous to ſerve me ; 
3 preventing my Defires, he procured me an Ac- 
count of Madame Grieu, and other Perſons whom 1 
deſervedly reſpected; he alſo allowed me all the little 
Liberties confiſtent with his Duty. In the Interval, 
when Reaſon ruled in me, it always reconciled me to 
him, and with that warm Gratitude due to his num 
berleſe good Office. 
I the mean time Menil, who: could not be fo 
bow a' Loſer as myſelf, was inceſſamly contriving 
| to 1 Things on the former Footing. By 
miſes, or ſome Way or other, he 
br b'd one © of the Turnkeys. Theſe are the People 
who attend the Priſoners, and bring them their Vic- 
tuals and other Neceſſaries, 1 for this Purpoſe, 


che Keys of the Chambers all the Day long. his 


Man, when he went from me, only feigned to ſhut 
he Door, hat Aiemi uſed to come in, while the 
jeutenant was at Dimmer with the Governor. At firſt 

I ran towards him to put him out, but he ſerenely 
told me that he had taken ſuch Meafyres that nothing 
; amiſs could lippen, | I believed him, becauſe I was 
very much tnclmed to it. The Joy of ſeeing. him 


again, 


a. den. e — * 


PD 


again, at once ſcattered thoſe prudent Reflections 
which oppoſed ſuch perilous Interviews. This was 
very ſhort, and when we repeated them it was:wirh 


yuor Precautionig but to the Night, which had been 


fatal, I would never - expoſe myſelf, and we con- 


ducted our Madneſs, for ſuch: indeed it was, with all 
poſſible Diſcretion, But if we feldom ſaw each 
other, not a Day paſſed without writing. Our 
abundant Leiſure could not be taken up with a 
more intereſting; Buſineſs. BY e 1 1 


Tax firſt Letters which we writ w each other, in 


this new Kind of Commerce, have not been reſtored 


to me. The Chevalier De Ment}, at that Time 
more timerous, uſed to burn them; but afterwards; 
through Confidence and a Care of preſerving them, 
he omitted this Act of Prudence; and reſtored what 
remained by him when I had occaſion: to demand 
them of him. 511 } H Ar 


# 


py 
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of theſe Letters. The Paſſion to which I thought I 
might give myſelf up, without offending eitller 
Reaſon or Virtue, is there expreſſed without any 
Reſerve. I ſpoke to one, to whom I look d upon 
myſelf as already united by the moſt ſacred Bands; 


the Period of our Captivity; being the Time ap- 
pointed, and conſequently paſſionately wiſhed, for 


rendering this Engagement ſacred and indiſſoluble. 

IN theſe Commencements of our Connection I was 
antiei pating a State of perfect Fel ieity, without any 
Change, Traverſes, or diſagreeable Intervals. One 


Day, When we imagined ourſelves the moſt ſeoure, 


the King's Lieutenant being gone to dine at Vin- 
cennes with the Marquis De Chatelet, his Friend 


and former Colonel, Monfieur Le Blanc came to 


the 
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the Baſie, directing the Governor to carry a oer 
tion to the Chevalier De Menil, concerning his 
Declaration. The Governor, who was at Dinner; 
ſtarted ſrom Table, and made ſuch Haſte that Mel, 
who was with me when we perceived him hurrying 
along, had not Time to prevent him; but Meni! 
followed him ſo cloſe, as to receive all the Fire of his 
Rage, and ſome Strictures of it reached me. After 
this Exploſion, a moſt violent one it was, he executed 
the Miniſter's Meſſage, and carried back his Anſwer ; 
taking Care not to ſay a Word of what had hap- 
4: „as it would have involved him in a Charge of 
Negligence: But no ſooner had Monſieur Le Blanc 
turned his Back, than he ordered the Chevalier De 
Menil to be removed to a 1 ower, and there was 
he lodged in a Kind of men * a great Diſ⸗ 
tanee from my Apartusent. 
Tux Rigour of this Crd Pry the bad 


| Aſpect of ſo. Aae Removal ovetwhelmed me with 


Graef. Contrary to my uſual Temper, 1 gave my- 
| ſelf up to Tears and Deſpair. Never had my Soul 
known ſuch à torturing Senſat ion; I now looked 
upon it —— from: itſelf, without aby _ of 0 

Re- union. 
- MENT 2 k ſappor'dvio- be bn the like Agony, 
und this doubled my Gtief. The Hardſhips of 
ſuch a frightful Abode. together with the Con- 
vulſions of his Mind, made me fear not only for his 
Health, but even for his Life; for the Mind, when 
out of. itſelf, never fixes, and che Uncertainty ] was 
n of all theſe Things, of which I'mzoht very probably 
have got loformation, gave a oy painful Wage to 
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Tax Abſence of Maiſonrouge left me quite deſ- 
titute of Comfort, Under all the Wrong I had 
J done him, I ſtill expected every Thing frem him; 
' and if at any Time I was miſtaken, it was only in 
5 his greatly exceeding my Hopes. After waitin 
4 on the Governor, who inform'd him, what 18657 
G. AI" the next Perſon he ſaw was myſelf. The 
tender Concern for the Condition he faw me in, 
excluded from his Heart any Rancour or Reſentment- 
3 of my Offences; or he ſtifled them ſo well, that 
P f nothing of them appeared, He condoled with me 
C on the Diſaſter which had happen d; he aſſured me 


) that there was nothing which could contribute to 
4 my Comfort, that he would not heartily join in. 
. IWas very much moved to find ſuch fayourable- 
. Diſpoſitions, where I had fo little deſerved them. 
44 I did not conceal my Sentiments from him; I thought 


they might be depoſited in the Boſom of ſuch a 
Friend. I judged, that the Pain it might give him 


and Confidence; and that far from making a freſh 
Wound in him, by owning to him what he was 
ignorant of, it was applying to thoſe which he had 
„ received the only Remedy in my Power: I 

erefore teſol ved on a_ candid Acknowledgement,” 


kind Care of furniſhing me with Amuſement under 
my Calamitiez, I ow'd my Acquaintance with the 
Chevalier De Menil ; that, like him, I had meat 
At only as a. mere Paſtime; that Habit and the Wanr 
of Employment had gradually enereaſed to a Paſſion, 
what at firſt was only a Diverſion ; that ſuch Sen- 
timents had been ſhewn. as had made their Way 
into my Heart, gnd * produced thoſe 8 * 


would be ſoften'd by the Teſtimony. of my Eſteem 


and faid to. Monſieur De Mai/onrouge, That to his 


' 
4 
; 
þ 


V8 , * e of... 
had led me into all the Irregularities he had ſeen-me 
commit, and I begged him to forgive them. 
[ceaſed ſpeaking. He remained for ſome/Time as loſt 
in the Confuſion of bis own Septiments, The Ten- 
derneſs which" the Tokens of my Confidence. and 
Repentance raiſed in him, ſhowed 2 in his Coun- 
tenance. At laſt, mak ing an Effort to explain him- 
ſelf, * My dear Friend, ſaid he, for that was the 
Stile he always gave wwe, vou know that I am 
a „ wholly wodih and 1 am going to give you un- 
** queſtionable Proofs of it: But you mult tell me 
* what" are HE Engagements with the Chevalier 
„ De Menil. If bi latent be to place you in. 
a more ha *PPY Condition, as mine is not worthy, 
1 t0 be offered to you, I will lend 1 7 Hand 
* to whatever can contribute to your Happineſs, or 
mere to your. Satisfaction. If Monſieur De 
ent tneans no more than to make himſelf agree- 
able to you, it would not become either you 
«or me, that, by my Iniet vention, you ſhould hold 
295 further Commerce pod him ; and, out of 
„ Repard to yourſelf, the ſooner you Leg him̃ hy 
better.. dect Chevalier e Meni], anſwer 
1. « feſt began to uſe à Strain GAißkelent from the 
. eker in in which we firſt ſet out, I declined, 
earing him; and perſiſted in Oppofition, 
*. «Ml he ſolemnly made known to me- his deliberate | 
"* Reſolution of making me the Partner of his Life, 
Mey. laid before him all the Conſequences of ſuch an 
* Action, with regard to kimifelf; and i t was 100 
" tin! had convinced myſelf of his a found 
4 05 mature Reflection, that I. conſented to 3 5 


„ into fuch an Intercourfe with him. No both er 
ark whateyer or His . Pa have 
0 prevaile 


0 43 #. 
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py on me to depart from the Condust 1 
hape invariably kept . Indeed I did not think 
it was any Deviation. to return virthons Sentr- 
ments, and ſuch as would not allow me to forget. 
© him,” But, reply*'d Marſonrouge, © why Son- 
* ceal from me, Who am Ry 5 your Guardian“ 
(ſome merry, Friend of mine him 1 70 
Title) from me, who have ein Ne | 
2 much at Heart, any Views which 7 yy | 
* concern it? Did you queſtion m Readineſs 
4 promote them f * „Don't, ſaid I, charge 
** me_ with a Lee hich. has given me 


ys 40 much Pain, It Was emptorily required 
of, me, that Rall I ſhould d ue dare to diſcloſe 8 


to you, did not Duty to Friend adſhip ant 
< my Aae on che preſ eſent 1 Sw alp indliſpenſibl/ 
* Oblige me to it. Tb he fg Ä De Menil,“ 
Waile Maiſonrouge, ought not either to hive 
* thought that, 1 wonld blame his Deſigns, or have 
< apprehended that I could traverſe them. Well, 
* ſo much for that; now let's ſee what's to be 
* ©, done, to relieve. 2 from the [Deſolation you 
© Irs in, „ am,” fad I, acenſed agaialt 
« your Governor, 13 che Noiſe! he made. Pri- 
** ſoners are all Eyes and, Ears ;. though locked un. 
they come to the Knowledge of whatever paſſes: 
They hold that every little Motion concerns them, | 
3 and trace it to the Bottom. Iqhe ſudden Removal 
js by this Time known to every one within the 
Pe Balle Walls, and eonſtrued to my Diſgrace. 
Let me beg of you, convince the Governor that 1 
1 „ have great Reaſon to complain of his bringing me 
* 1nto an Event, whach, 1f not rightly cleared, wy, 
may de very e to me. Tell him, 


T 2 „ is 


( 
„ 


* 
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< fain would ſpeak. to him myſelf ; at your Deſire he 

„ ill come.” I' go to him inſtantly,” faid 
"Maiſenrouge. © 1 will alſo fee the Chevalier De 
Merit, and bring you a faithful Account of him, 


-** Don't give way to Grief, but rely on me, as you 


may, if ever one Perſon might rely on another.” 
H left me, and the Dejeckion from which the 
3 of ſpeaking to him had raiſed me, re- 

'W | * | „ | - 


A. 1. the Evils I felt, ell thoſe 1 feared, with 
united Violence bore fo hard on me, that I was not 


- "myſelf. Poor Ronde} exerted her Faculties to com- 


fort me, by wife Difcourſe and vain Hopes, but the 
tumultuous Clamours of the Paſſions which agi- 
tated me was all I heard. A moſt dreadful Night 
+] had of it, as Darkneſs ſeems to deepen every Kind 
of Diftreſs. At the Appearance of Day, I gave 
myſelf the Conſolation, ſuch as it was, of writing 
Letter to Menil, which I had no Way of ſending 
Xo him. In this afflicti ve State I alſo writ him 
a ſecond, but it was not till a long Time after that 
/ IO oa 4, 
I vip not ſee the Lieutenant till the next Day z 
when he informed me, though with all the Soften- 
ings he could, that the Chevalier De Menil, in- 
cenſed at the late Ufage, had expoſtulated on it 
with the Governor in ſuch warm Language, as 
had extreamly angered him. 0 
Tux ill Conſequences of this to Menil were evi- 
dent. The Lieutenant further told me, That 
Monſieur Le Blaxc, at the Inſtant of our Cataſtrophe, 
had brought a Warrant for ranking the Chevalier 
De Menil with the Duke of Richlicu (whoſe 
Bands were to be ſlackened) and that they m—_ 


* h - 


— 


NO Madame DE STAHL. 241 
dice at the Governor's alternately,” with the Mars 
iſſes De Pompadour and Boiſdavis ; that the 
yernor, without acquainting the Miniſter of it, 
had taken upon him to deprive Monſieur De Menil 
of ſuch an agreeable Privilege. I was extremely 
concerned at his being abridged of à Recreation, 
at all Times delightful to Priſoners, but now ſo 
proper for diffipating the Sorrow under which he 
was labpuring. I intreated the Lieutenant to leave 
| no Stone unturned for bringing about a Reconci- | 
liation betwixt him and the Governor; that he 
might, at leaſt, enjoy the Favours directed by the 
Miniſter, and no further Indignities be put on him, 
He 3 nothing ſhould be wanting in hi 
and he effected it. He gave me a e 
Account of Monſieur De 'Menil's Vexations, of 
the State of his Health, and every Thing which 
related to him ; acquainted me with what he had 
ſaid to the Governor. concerning me; told me that 
I ſhould ſoon ſee him, and. that it would be right 1 
in me to fignify my Reſentment to him, keeping N 
however within the Bounds neceſſary to be obſerved | 


ane 1 > 


4 towards thoſe who have the Staff in their Hands, 
4 Hz accordin 17 Ons + and 1 faid to him, That 
it after ſo many Mar of Indulgence received from him, 
2 J could not expect, that without conſidering the 
N Hurt he did my Character, he ſhould with ſo much 
1 Vehemence have made public an Irregularity of 
it Conduct, and which was ſo only in reſpect © che 
A Place ; that ſince my being in the World 1 had 
* indiſcriminately received all who came to ſee me, 
fo Perſons of both Sexes, and without ſo much as 
Id the Shadow of Scandal; that ever fince I had been 
ne his Priſoner, the Cortina Preſence of my Maid 


3 warranted 


5 
' 
| 
, 
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warranted the Decency of any Viſits which 1 might 
have received ; and that the Thing being in itſel 
innocent, I had not deſerved ſuch a Noiſe ſho 
be made about it, ſo as to expoſe it to an injurious 
Conftrufion. I intimated, that a Fault in 2 Pri- 
oner. was not one according to the common Laws 


and Uſages of Society: But the only Rules he 


minded being thoſe of the Priſon, . he made light 
of that Diſt inction, and gravely gave me to underſtand, 


| that after ſuch a criminal Licentiouſneſs I ought 


to think myfelf very much obliged to him, that 
I had, not been put under more rugged Treatment. 
"They: were his very Words, and they went to my 
Heart, that I well remember them. I took his 
Meaning to be, that I deſerved to be put into a 
Dungeon; for, in that "Place this is fo common 
® Menace, that if but a Dog barks,” the Word 4 
Dungeon. After more of ſuch Diſcourſe we parted, 
in byt indifferent Humour with each other, and the 
Iadifference continued, .. At firſt he had ſhewed him 
ſelf ro rigorous Keeper; but on a Report, and it even 

ot Footing in the Palace, that he was for marrying 
fe moiſelle De Montauban, a Thing be never. 
dreamed of, his Female Capti ves never ſaw any 
tore of him; and ſince I had found him to be a 
Bear, which there was no taming, I had carried 
it xefy dl to im.. . 

IAE King's Lieutenant continued his warm At- 
tention to my Caſe, incieafe it could not. Beſid 
all be had already dope, for my further Comfort; 
he furniſhed the Chevalier De Menil with Materials 
for writing to me, and lyoughs me his Letter. Such 
a Procedure, in a fond and jealons (ur, amazed 


- 


de. I ſhould have been fatisfy'd,” faid i to him, 
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Mind. At the Sight of Menil's Writin 
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«with hearing: of Monfieur De Menil from your 
Mouth, without giying yourſelf any other Trou. 
ble.“ No,“ anſwer d he, © theſe Marks of 
his Regard, under bis Hand, muſt give you 

„more Eaſe, than what you would: have only 


my Word for: By all Means write him an Anſwer, 


„and I will give it into his Hands: This Satis- 
faction you may depend en, let your Separation 

* laſt as long as it will,” He added, That he had 
made ſome Steps towards bringing about a Recon- 
ciliation betwixt the Chevalier and the Governor; 
that it was in a fair Way, and he hoped ſoon to ſee 


him in the Company, to which the Miniſter's Order 


admitted him, Nie whats ark art --oltovion Fr: 
Ar theſe Things calmed the Perturbations of m 
At . ing, "which 
had been deprived of during ſome Days, 1 felt a great 
deal of Joy; and that a Letter of mine could alſo 
reach him, gave me no leſs. I had, to amuſe my 
Grief, writ ſeveral others, but they remained with 
me; a better Fortune attended theſe, which were in a 
more guarded Stile. I could not give full Scope to 
ee in them; however it was ſtill ſpeaking 
to: AIM; - „„ ako OILS. - "12 wh 
 OvuR ; 0 Friend came $67 "wy Anſwer, I 
deliver'd it to him quite open, like that which he 
had brought me. This Strain of his good Nature 
was however to be uſed with Diſcretion ; accordingly 
I always waited his own Motion, for a Service Which 
put him to ſo much Pain. He has fince owned to me, 
t at taking and delivering our Leiters, it was as 
it a Dagger had been planted in his Heart; yet never 
did he depart from the Punctuality, which he had 
ſeuled for our Correſpondence, He uſed to bring 
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me 2 Letter; the neut Day he asked me for my 
Anſwer,” and the Day following I was ſure of 
another. 921 170 4 E. n * 4 ' 4 


tv the nean time Monſieur De Menil and the 
Governor ing Teconciled, he was put in Paſſeſſion 


. of the Privileges which the Court had allowed him. 


Every other Day he went with the Duke De Rich- 
lien to dine at the Governor's, and paſſed fame 
Hours of the Day in the Apartment of that delightful 
Companion. There was no other Way of going 
thithet but by my Door, and this ready Conveyance 
for mote” intimate Contents than thoſe which paſſed 
throvgh a third Hand tempted him. He flipt in 
a Billet, which he. paſſionately urged me to anſwer 
e fame Way. To this I felt an extreme Repu 
nance; not ſo much from a Diflike 1 had bs to 
hazardous Meafures, as from an Abhorrence of the 
Treachery to ſuch a worthy Friend, which this 
elandeftine Commerce carried with it: Yet I yielded, 
beiog 'earried away by that mean - ſpirited Paſſion 
which debaſes whatever is. virtuous in us; and 
m_— as much hated by us, as it renders us con- 
| e. 1 CN: 414 * neee # eee A. 
Ar firſt, indeed, I was very ſparing in the Uſe 
of theſe new Contrivances ; . 1 1 little Time 


„ 
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but I declined- it, r left I might be tempted 

to make a wrong Uſe of t 

near it, that was no more than I ſhould . have ſoon 
t over. The Captain of the Guards ſpared me 


is, where I could have no Intercourſe with the 


Che val ier De Meni. 3 | 
Fon ſome Time paſt all our Conſorts enjoy d a 


Kind of Freedom, and ſet up little ſeparate Societies. 


I was adviſed to ask the like Favour, but I would 
not; the beſt Part I had to act ſeemed to me, that of 


a total Inactivity. The moſt I could bring myſelf 


to, was to receive Favours from the Author of my 


Confinement z but I thought to ask them was mean, 
and that alſo it was ſcandalous to appear ſo weary-of 
, myſelf as to ſeek ſtrange Company, and which I fore- 
ſaw would be far from agreeable to me. The 
greateſt Length I could go in Deference to this Ad- 
vice, was to write to Monſieur Le Blanc the fol- 
lowing Letter. eee eee 


o 


II is not from Impatience or Wearinefs that I 
trouble you. My Motive is @ juſt Apprehen- 
„ fion, that a Perſon ſo obſcure as I am may be 
*.utterly overlooked. This Fear is the better 
* grounded, as there is little Probability that the 
** Cauſes of my Detention will recal the Remembrance 
„of it. I flatter myſelf they are as little re- 
**. markable as my Perſon, I imagine myſelf under 
a Kind of Neceflity to remind you, that I was 
brought to the Baſtile towards the End of the 
* Year 1718, and am ſtill there, When 1 1 

„ ng: 3 


hem: As for the Noiſe 


+ 1 
: 8 
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EET Ta 
ir, that you remember it, I ſhall for every 
. othet Particular rely on your Equity and good 
Nature; pefſeſſing myſelf, whatever my Condition 


** be, ic 4 quiet Conformity to the Laws preſcribed 


to me, and revereneing the ſupreme Power in a 
* yoluntary nts, io ts N 1 1 the 
« e of being, & 


Au 16, mie 5 þ Au Ab | 

Tas Letter med 10 Rees, * as 1 4 
intended it: But ** Marchionefs De Pompadour 
continually teazing the Miniſtry for an Addition to 


| Her Husband's Company, I was the Perfon pitched 


thus, on the mated, I uſed 10 go with 

Wes 5 2 0 duvis, to dine with 
the Governor. "They eondelocnded 6) far ns to allow 
of my faithful s dining with them, that 
1 9 6 not be the only Woman. It was propofed to 
me to keep Table, on the Day when the other Body 
of Capti ves dined at the Governor's; ; but, to avoid 
being eternally haunted by our People in that Leiſure 
which fat ſo uneaſily on them, as I could expect nor 
thing elſe, T{hifted that Honovr on the Marquis De 


c Pompadour. The Duke De Richlizn had then ob- 


tained his Liberty, but by the Sacrifice of a moſt 


Arz R his Releaſe, the Chevalier De Menil bad 
been aſſociated with the Marquis De Sr. Genies and 
Davjfard one in the Miniſtry of our Court. The 
latter ſent Word, that of all Things he longed for a 
Moment's Cofloquy wich me. I concluded that 
What he he had to ſay to me muſt be ſomething of 

Weight, 


gg reggae 2882 


beautiful Victim, 8 2 ſaid to have voluntarily 
offer d herſelf on 'that Condition. 
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Weight, end that the Knowledge of it might be ob 
Uſe to direct my Conduct. 

HowBveR L would not Glas the King' 1 
tenant 's. Com aiſance, in an Affair not 22 con- 


aous with his Duty ; of which, in ntials, 1 
go no leſs tender —— himſelf. I looked ont for 


Bye- Ways, which are allowable in. Perſons deprived | 


of the natural Rights of Society. 

Tux Marquis of Sr. Genies lodged in the- ſamei 
Tower as the Marquis of Pompadaur. It maſhed! 
my Mind that Dadiſard, under Pretente of goi 


St. Genies, whom he was allo w'd to viſit, ſhou = 


to the Story above, Monſ. De Pompadour's Quarters, 
where 1 would be, as it was no more than uſual 
with me, in order to. time. Things well, and to. 


apprize my Aſſociates, that they might concur in 


this Rendezvous. Accordingly. L eommunicated to 
Meſſieurs D 


Pompadour and., Boiſdavis: the la- 
ter view which I was ſcheming, and entertained them 
vl wy, hows 8 * L gs hear; Wl the 

enefit that mig redound from it to: all our 

arty. The ears. De Pompadour joined in it 
with all the Spir le, and with Raptutes 
anticipated the eas. of Intelligence: wh iah were: 
th be opened to me, The ſeveral Parts of the Nlan 
were carefully eommunicated . en ard. Alb lougꝰ d 
for the Execution with Impatience ; but this 
could not take Place till 15 fortunate Day, when 

one of our Maſters ſhould. be Abroad; and the other 


ſo taken up thak we ned not be undat vi 
prehenſion... . 


22 Day comm . 20 ll our foreral Garrants 


all the Sky-Lights on the Stairs, to-give-us.Notied | 
wy * e. 


68 141 


All- our Meaſuces being. thts 


cautiouſly 


228 Ma MOI As of 
cautiou! taken, Notice was given to Daviſard. 
who with F. Genies was waiting for the Moment. 


He immediately went up to the Marquis De Pom- 


padour's ; who, on ſeeing him, retir'd with Monſieur 
Boiſdavis to a Corner of the Room, conceiving 
that Things of ſuch Importance were not to be 
communicated'- before Witneſſes,  Daviſard, after 
looking round to ſee that none were within Hear- 
mg; came up to me with theſe Words; © Mademoi- 
ſelle Oe Z, nine Months Celibac z. very 
* hard Efaith!“ © In the Name of Goodneſs, ſaid 
I, and never was more aſtoniſned, is this what you 
was in ſuch a Hurry to ſay to me?” PFrighten'd 
at this Exordium, I called to our diſcrete Confi- 
dents, telling them to come to us, for they might 
be ſafely truſted with what was to be ſaid. We 
diſcourſed on the preſent State of Affairs, of which 
our dapper Magiſtrate knew no more than we. Seeing 
how Intle 1 7 was to be reaped by this dan- 

rous Conference, I quickly put an End to it, and 
Pennihy aſhamed of having taken ſo much Care to 
bring it about. r 20 bt i; Loh 
Sou e Oecurrences ſhould haye taught 
me more Wit. An Indiſpoſition came upon me, 
that the King's Lieutenant, With whom I was 
walking- in the Garden, ſeeing Monſieur Herment, 


Phyſieian to the Haſtile, called to him, and 


preſented us to each other, Though I was then 
under the moſt ſtrict Commitment, our Lieutenant 
made Uſe in my Behalf of every Opportunity which 
warranted a Relaxation; When a: Phyfician is 
%.conſulted; there muſt be no third Perſon by,” ſaid 
he, and walked: afide. I kept on my Way till 
Monſieur Hermem, ſeeing we were out of all Ob- 
190 LJ ſervation, 


8 
— , a: - 
BIT EO 


daily 


ſervation, ſaid to me, with a low Voice and ſqueez- 
ing my Hand, You have Friends, and good 


<<" Friends, capable of doing any Thing for you. 


One l have een, who has very much at Heart 


_ * whatever concerns you.. Has be given you 
any Commiſſion to me?” ſaid I, interropiit's him. 
Les,“ anſwered he; my Diſcretion is known to 


* him, and I am no Stranger to your's, He bid 
me ask you what vou would wiſh to bave ? 


„ you might not want a Couvre pied?“ And, 
4 pray, reply'& I, who is this kind Friend, ſo 
4, deſirous to know whether our Feet are warm 
here?“ It is,“ anſwer d he, Monſieur 9105 
„ uon, Counſellor of State.“ Pray, Sir, wit 
* my humble Thanks; be pleaſed to acquairt him, 
that what troubles Fim is certainly the very leaſt 


of the Inconvenienclesto which Pam escpoſed. © + 


II not feigg 75 Mneſs;” to procure the Viſits 
of ſuch a;circumlpe& Perſona ge. Our: Caſtle afforded 
ſome men more communicative; but, being little 
diſpoſe to dabble in Intfigues abroad, I left them 


| to the Pleaſures of Self-enjoyment: - 3 92 


4 c q . 


' Taz Count De La aviiled himſelf of the 


Surgeon, who ated” dale an fenden 3 and ba 
e 


1 ſee him the oftener;;he-declated that he 
od" in need of two Clyſters: Ihe Regent, 
to whom a Report was made, even of the flighteſt 
 Larcumfſtances;' bla pr, with higMiniſters/the 


Apothecary'sReport;the moroſe Dubois began to except 
againſt the 1 'of Apſters: But the Regent 


Kleooed bim, fzy ing., Come, Abbe, il chis be 
. their only Diverſion; let us eus allow them' to go 
ö , | ; "Eh 3 FI ; $$ $4 © 64,03 
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„ what would be of Service to vou? whether 
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., in Reality, bad ſearce any . He 
was kept cloſer confined than any of us, and even at 
the Time when all the other Priſoners had fome In- 
dulgence ſhewn them. Indeed ever ſince his bein 
in the Baſtile, he had behaved like à Hero. II 
ſtood out many long Interrogatories, and his Anſwers 
weve bln e ee 
trigues, no Menaces c ger ing 
he remained in Priſon much le than the others 
yet to the very laſt. he continu the dame Man as 
at his Commitment. 
Tax epiſtolary - Correſpandente ein che Che: 
valier De Menil and myſelf ſtill went on, thro" 
the Hands of the King's Lieutenant; but we found 
Means to exchange ſome mare free and von rd by 
+ of his Servant, whom Jen had 

He engroſſed my whole Mindy" and the Intrufions . 
Company were frequently inſupportable to me ; eſ- 
pecially in my melancholy! Moods, which I could 
not diſperſe or bear with a good Grace, I was 
ſeized with a violent AGES at a Defipn with 
which the Chevalier inted me, of - laying” out 
a Sum he had received,” on an Anmuity, a8 this 
ns, we directly to thwart the very End and 
Support of our Oonnectien. This was the fitſt Time 
I; Robe leaſt; had ſuſpected, his: Integrity, and I:was 

not wanting to let him know it. Matters not = 
ener him ſor a # 0 Sram tayy he thought 
beſt to make me his- Scheme; 1 
renew ing his fer vent 4 — 1 of an indifſolu- 
ble Attachmeot. I believed. bim. Als! what 
go us wot believe, When we are inglined to be- 
Bere d And he confined "YR Thoughts of 


him, 
„ EE 
„ 
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him, by purchafing a ſmall Eſtate in Lieu of the 
Annuityt which he had firſt intendeeeeen. 
Fu Confidence again/ took Poſſeſſion of me, 
and my only Torment was the Continuance of our 

5 Which bore witk the leſs Patience, 
as ſo many People, whom I looked upon with an 
indifferent Eye, had now eaſy Acceſs to me; and 
what made it ſtill worſe was, they did not Took 
upon me ſo. If a Gardiner, as an ingenious Writer 
fays, is a Man to Recluſes; a Woman, little matter 
what ſhe be, is a Goddeſs to Priſoners. Outs ac- 
tually paid me 4a Kind of Worſnip, but their 
eager Vows and Incenſe were often near ſuffocating 
en ee | EATS, | #2 
Aso this Time Daviſard, à lively petulany 
Man, whoſe Mind and Body were perpetually in 
Motion, and whis could no more continue in 
one Place than multiply himſelf to occupy many, 
fell ſick in good Earneſt” It was reported to the 
Regent, and perhaps with ſome Exaggeration. He 
was averſe to irretrieteable Violences, and had any 
of his Priſonets died ih Copfinement, it would 
have vexed him ; to prevent this, Daviſard was 
ſet at Liberty, When be ſaw the Warrant, 18 
it not, ſaid he, Gaſcoon like, a Godun? 
V%. a Bite. No, aid the Governor, who 
brought it to him, nothing more real.” Stock- 
ings and Breeches 33 quiek, quick,” cried he, 
leaping out of his Bed; Thus he was cored, dreſſed, 
and gene 10 a Inh . 
Tus Marchionefs De Pompadour, who omitted 
noth ing for procuring” all poſſible Eafe to het Huſ- 
band, on this Departure, asd of the Miniſtry, that 
Monfieus- De Pompadour's: Society might be avg< 
ä 992 mented 


a2 Mg MOK of 
mented with the Remains of that of Monſieur Da- 
viſard, whoſe Companions: were the Marquis De 
Saint Genies, and the Chevalier De Ment! ; and 
that the two Bands might be incorporated into one, 
dining every Day at the Governor's, and living to- 


- gether, It was granted; and, when I was very far 


rom expecting any ſuch Thing, who ſhould come 
into my Room but Menil? and without any Pre- 
caution. I was both ſurpriz d and frighten'd ; but, 


when he inform'd me of the happy Brent, 1 was 


not only eaſy but fill'd with 189. though at that 
Time under Grief for my Siſter's Death, the Cir- 
euniſtances of which had extremely afflicted - me. 
To the Shame of Nature it muſt be owned, that its 

Voice is little heard; when any Paſſion ſpeaks- at the 
ſane Times m ̃ͤ——— «˙ nol d 

Mzs81EvRs De Pompadour and Boifdavis im- 
mediately after, came to compliment me, on the 
Augmentation of our Society. The King's -Lieu- 
tenant was gone that Day to dine at Vincennes; on 
his Return he call'd on me, and not knowing what 
had been granted to the Chevalier De Menil, on 
ſeeing him in ſuch Food Company, and with all 
the Appearance of his having a Right to be there, 
ſtood without Speech or Motion. His Trouble 
ſenſibly affected me; and going up to him, I told 
him, that Madame De Pompadour had obtained 
that we ſhould be put altogether. He knew that 
ſhe was ſolliciting it, but did not think it was 
ſo near at Hand, and ſaid, with an Accent not 
2 little forced, That it was proper, and he wiſh'd 
* us Joy. More he was not able to utter, and 
temained on his Seat where he had placed himſelf, 
petſectiy like one pettiied ; and the ien 

| | 5. | 0 
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ache def cg to · his Confaſion, that bei 
no longer 2 L hold. ont under ſuch a painful 
8 — eiten 1H ei | 
Tas. ures-which the Intercourſe, 8 the 
Chevalier De Mani, and me might have given to 
eee were alleviated by the Satisfaction of 
maniſeſting ATARI for me, and of directing 
our —— but our Dependence on him reſulting 
from this, — of all our Steps, 
were Compenſat ions totally loſt by this Coalition. 
All that he had now. to expett, was the Acknow- 
ledgements off — now ſuperſeded - 
Tun modernen he came to me again w 


| 1 Was dans ut quite altered. and, —— 
| with Grief. My. 


dear . Friend,” „laid he to me, 
now you, are happy. I+-is-what 1 have wiſhed 
„am ſatisfied, though your Happineſs coſts me 
„ dear, May von- Iive ealy with the Perſon who 
10 4 loves you, - and} is agreeable to you. Don t require 
* me to; be a Witneſs of iti Whilſt I could be ſer- 
« media to you, I ſurmounted my Reluctances 
« by. incredible rage and ſtill — could 
it do.,you"anyGood.., You have no longer Oc- | 
eaſion for me; give me Leave to come here 
„no longer but when Decency, and any Services 
* which may ſtill lie in my Way; ſhall oblige 
„me. Why forſake me, my dear Friend?“ 
ſaid l. Do — there is any Thing which 
** would make me; Amends for loſing 9 L had 
* rather. forfake all other Acquaintauce,” - . No, 
anſwer'd he, I will deprive yon of nothing, 1 a 


« 
* 


„ have facrific'd myſelf, without Reſerve, for — 


„ Hap pineſs; may he in whom vod, bare placed 
* — faithful andicevond to you.“ I ſtrongl — 
U3 


| * 
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zugel. on it, add brevailed on bim, not entirely 
to leave off ſeeing: me! I promiſed to remove from 
bis Eyes any Object that might"bffend them z Re- 
 _ eordin j 'F tobk ecate that the Chevalier De Menil 
ſhould pe out of the Way when he came to ſee me, 
_ which was but ſeldom ; only when he had ſome 
News ro inform me of, or # Meſſage from any Friend, 
ſeveral of "whom uſedtocall” on him, I faw him 
indeed every Day at the Governor's, Where we alt 
uſec e Part. of the Day. | 

VI met there/ at iDitiner,” and this was ſucceeded 

by a Party at Ombre; and, -after an Hour or two 
wWaſted in this faſhionable Manner. we return ' d to our 
ſeveral | Apartments ;/ the Chevalier De Hirni was 
nor! lon Caſter? we The Company uſed to meet 
in my Room before Supper, to whieh we rerurn'd 
ac the Governor's, and 2 erwards e every one went to 
Bed. In the Morning Menil was ſure to be with 
we. and his Viſits Were nome of the ſhorteſt. 

No other Liberty did 1 deſite, than that I now 
e z was wt) there. hail been n other 

ord, than within the Circuit of oor Walls ; and 
this 1 declare to be the only happy Time (1 " bave 
known in my whole Life. Could I have thought of 
finding Happineſs here, and that every wee elſe 
Fflould'mits ofrit? : SH . 

TI Lover a Perfon, by adi I ahought myſelf 
perfectly loved.” I gave myſelf up without Fear 
0 Sent irnents, the Object of which ſeem'd to me 
rational, and'the End certain. I could as ſoon 64-4 
thought '6f the Sky falling, as? of any. Change i 
the Heart of the Chevalier De Aieniil. 1 — 
woe rertahr of his future: Conduct, from his 

this Obſervanee of * Rules 1 had gs 
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went to one of the. Dake DarMame's Stewards! fort the 


Fumũ ture for my — rw He oecaGginally: dent * 
what was. rig lin hs * Delight did I 7 
2 in * — gies: new. vamped-up oa 
er. pleaſed, me, was 2a was 
: — the La c where I could 
| lay. a-: BOOK, or a 'Sanff-Bon,;: a, Conveniency bo had 5 
| vot before, Te know the Value ob every particular 93 
| Thing, one. muſt hays wasted alf Things, 214 1 
Ou Sbciety ſhared in my Change e | n 


| | 1 it being more convenient for. meeting: But theſe | 

| — —— too frequent, 10 ar ten 10 Her 

| pk m4 quite out of gens — Aenil — wh 
vere _— imand me for, without confidering t | 
6; which, fror hin, deſerend. © gteat deal of yur. 


11 peg — —. | — babe he had retiaried to — 
| former, Apartment; and as we now eaſily ſaw. one 
= 28 aad did not ſoon part, ſeveral; indifferent 
1 Things came to be intermixed in our Converſations. 
= He! uſed! to ſhow. me, by. Way of Diverſion, ſome 
ridiculous Letters, privately brought to him from a 

Female Relation:of. his, Who, as he bumſelf;acknow- 


* 


ledged, was more fooliſh than her Letters, and lived 
i 


in the Neighbourhood of his Eſtate, in Anjou. 
tl niodad what he ſaid abou her, not dreaming 
that ever I ſhould have to do with any ſuch Perſon, 
Thivgh, in the Kind of Liberty which we enjoy d, 
all Communication abroad was ſtill prohibited us, the 
News entorted by each of us, and then related in com- | 
mon, like the Spoil of Robbers, furniſhed- us a pri- ther 
vate Entertainment ; eſpecially ſuch as promiſed. a out 
peedy Deliverance, were greedily collected. I, in equ: 
pretended; to be no leſs deſitous of it * orer 
305 # e 
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for! his Behaviour here. When we began to live 
without Reſtraint, I ſaid to him, that the Fears 
which had always haunted us at our clandeſtine In- 
terviews, had been a pretty ſecure Guard to us, which 


now we ſhould wand: That however I would take 


no Security againſt him, but himſelf; being 
ſuaded, that as he was determined 40 ſpend his Life 
wich men he would not go about to —_ me 
in his Eſteem, without which, on no” Condition 
would 1 ever live with him. He aſſur d me that, 
in regard to my Confidence, he would keep from me, 
rather than diſpleaſe me by any Sallies of a Paſſion, 
the Strength of which might Lamine carry hint 
to Inad verteney. 


Tas I. grounded wy. Security: on beer Foun- 
dation than Preſumption would have been : This is ſo- 
lofty, and the Baſe ſo ſmall, that we often ſee it 


eaſily — — Meni kept his Word, and 


fometimes would leave me pretty abruptly, in the 


Midſt of a very tender Colloquy. I never ask'd him 
the Reaſon of it, nor offered to withhold him. 
His Obſequiouſneſs to my Dictates pleaſed me much 


more than the moſt paſſionate Raptures, and I felt 


that ſweet Tranquillity which conſtitutes true Hap- 
pineſs; or, the only Thing wanting to me was, an 
abſolute Certainty of enjoying it or ever, though 
it was what I made no Queſtion of. 


Tus Nene of my Apartment being finiſhed 


returned there, and 45 an Intent to. furniſh it. 
To have paſs d one Winter in a large Room with 
only bare Walls, I thought bad enough : The 
ſecond was now at Hand: - Monfieur De Mai- 
wy fe kad now more attenti ve to my Conveniencies, 

no longer any Sire in my Amuſements, 
went 
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the others, though in the Bottorn of my Mart very 


averſe from? it. 


Tu Dutcheſs Du Maine, who at firſt nad 1 


corſa to the Citadel of Dijon, on hearing that ſhe 
was to go Into the Government of the Duke of Beur- 
Jon, 'fald, with Jo in the Play [eg 


4 Ai Fureurs de Junon, Jupiter ” landen. * 


20 Juno 5 Rag: Jove gives me up. * 


Here ſhe ſpent five Months; amidſt e 
which till then ſhe had only pitied, without 4 
acquainted with them. Now no longer able to ho 

out under them, ſhe applied to the Princeſs her Mo- 
ther, to obtain a Change of her Confibement; flatter- 
ing 'herſelf, at the ſame Time, that "ſhe. would be 
brought nearer to Paris: But all the Choice ſhe had, 
was either to go to the Citadel of Chions,” «little 
more diſtant 3 or to ſtay where ſhe was. This re- 
uited ſome Thought. She had here ſettled uſeful 


eſpondences by Means of Perſons, who, from an 


undaunted Affection, had GENES entirely Go . 
themſelves to her. 


A PxIxcESs of ſuch illuſtrious Deſcent; diſtin- 


guiſh'd by eminent Qualities, and labouring under 
| ſevere Misfortunes, is a ſtriking Object, ſach as muſt 
impreſs the moſt obdurate Heart, She might every 
where find Perſous animated wirh the ſame Leal, and 
by the ſame Moti ves; but to make theinſel ves known; 
there muſt be Junctures which do not always fall 
out ; and to be ſer viceable, Means which are not 
equally in all Hands. Yet- theſe Conſiderations were 
0¹ W 2 by the — which is ſo natural, of 
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ter, and perhaps worſe; the Inclination to go, when 
one 56 -B. 9 i the unity of ſeeing 
again thoſe, who were to conduct her: um, her e 
| reve-Highoeſs accepted of-Ghalons;) + + 1 
Onpxs were given, for preparing an Apartment 
there; and La Billarderie, who had commanded 
the Corps which had attended her at her feſt Journey, 
was ſent with a Detachment of the Life -Guards to 
conduct her to thi new Priſon, where he ſtaid ſome 
Days with her. The Confidence with which, on 
perceiving the Goodneſs of his Temper, ſie honoured 
him, ; together with her many Charms and. Accom- 
ments, produced in him an entite Devotedneſs. 


ir denti mente, hidden) under the moſt profound Re- 


— On hape were unknown: to himſelf q but Re- 
myanted: a greater Activity to them. 


From * received: all the Services which could 
be expected from a Man of Hondur, intruſted with 


the Guard of ber Derſonʒ and theſe: be accompanied = 


wih alb the Acts of — proper: for: L 
the Rigour aſ bis: Commiſſon the Matter: oft w 

he neuen tranſgreſſed on though be hade ſumen Alter 
rations in the Form. 

On . — broughtito/the 
melancholy, Sight af the fitting up of her Priſon; 
This had happened to her at the Citadel of Dijon, 
where the Lodging firſt appointed for her! was not 
tenantable; and that which was built unded her Eyes 
yas found to be ſtill leſs habitable, both ſtom its 
Situation and the Dampneſs of the freſh Mortar; that Ihe 
infiſted on other Quarters. I believe alſo ſhe did not 
live in that which ſhe ſaw built for her at Chalons; 

1 here ſnhe did not ſtay long. Theſe . 


have 


2 


eargiagen uneaſy Situation for-angthes not * 


# ob — $ 
V = 


Woe SS Sr ZS 3258 8 


2. 2 


„ 


GS EYE HE II YT rn yy WAN 


| the d ef 8. e 


Madame DE STAHL. 239 


T have only known, ſince her Return and mine; bur 


inſert them here, as nearly in their Place. | 
Tnovon ſhe had borne her Captivity with For- 


tiude, and, in order to go through the Tedioumeſs 


of it, had cloſed with all the Atmvſementsto be had 
in Places ſo barren of "Pleaſure ; yet Hardſhips, 
together with Diſquietudes which ſhe could not en- 
titely overcome, impair'd her Health. She us'd to 
ſay of thoſe paultry Diverſions, ſo very different from 


thals: ſhe had+been|us:d'to, ©* Tue Duke D Orleans 


may judge of my Pains, by my Pleaſures 
22 — abu, Hs had found Mears 
to ſettle Correſpondenees, ung which me A pretty 
well informed of every Thing that pail | 
even of the Reports that” — bet, . this 
was ufually no more than an additional Torture. 
News, which Priſoners feed on with ſich Avidity, is 
a Poifon to them. They cotne to thie No jeloige 


of | one Part, and 'tenvain ' norant of the other; 


and, on theſe deſectueus L ghts, build and pull 

down a thouſand Syſtems, which produee as many 

Chimeras and Atwictics./ ei Kopp jeſt Condition, 

according to m . of u, i s that Where 
nothing reaches them 

ns Report dt Moafeur De-Maleſicn a 10 

be removed to the common Priſon, in order for 


Tryal, and to be proſecuted with all che Severity | 


of the Law, came to the Dutehefs D Muine s 
Ears, and gave her an inexpreſſible HUneaſineſs: It 
was afterwards ſaid, that — bee confin d in 


weed; 2 Boers 
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Hand - writing to be produced againſt him, the 
Miniſtry bore him little good Will, that his Situation 
was more dangerous than that of any other; and 
it muſt e own.d that, with all his Learning, he 
had no _ great Share of Fortitude. | His Fears were 
ſuch, as often to put him on il-digeſted Projects. 


He deſired — to give Evidence, that the Kin 


of Spain's Letter, which had been found among 
is; TI Tranſlation from -a Span 
'riginal, I ſigniſied to him, that very probably 1 
mould have, no, occaſion to ſpeak of it; and that if 
J had; 1. could. not bring myſelf to ſay a Thing, 


which might be ſo eaſily diſproved. 


Taz Dutcheſs Du Maine had now been about 
three Months at ChaJons, when the Duke D' Orleans, 
on ſome Repreſentat ions of the bad State of that 
Princeſs's Health, to avoid the henious Charge of 
e ſuffered ſuch, a Perſon to periſh amidit the 
Hardſhips, of an ignominious Priſon, allou d of her 
going to . ſome Time at a Country -Seat. Ca- 
vigny, in Burgundy, was propoſed to her, as a de- 
Yahtfal Place. She,ask'd the Preſident Oe, 
10 whom the Houſe belonged, to lend it her; but 
he, fearing the ena of the Duke of Bourbon, 
Another was me; e eos —— 
Another was mentioned to her, called M whic 
uns readily given up to her 1 A771 


* 


| ihm wag t 4 
Monszzux De La Biltarderie was returned, 


with. his Detachment of Guards, for conducting her 
thither. In the mean time the Preſident, who at 


firſt bad refuſed his Houſe, underſtanding that 
the Duke's Thoughts of the Matter were quie op 


polite to his Suppoſition, ame to make an r 


"of it, which now che Dutcheſs declined: But 
| | La 
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La Billarderie, repreſenting to her that ſuch a Man 


was not worth her Reſentment, and that ſhe would 


be much more conveniently at Savigny, the went 


thither, and ſtaid ſome Time. At length, 
by freſh Sollicitations, ſhe was brought nearer to 


Paris; and Cbanlay, a ſtately pleaſant Seat, within 


thirty Leagues of the Capital, was aMgned for the 
Place of her Conſinement. *She lay at ſeveral 
Beats in her Way, and arrived there about the 
Middle of Autumn. The Princeſs Dowager was 
allow 'd to come and ſee her, and ſpem a Fortnight 


with her. As ſhe had nothing ſo much at Heart 


as her Daughter's Liberty, ſhe conjured her to 
acknowledge fineerely every Thing that related to her 
Affair. Ihe Dutcheſs Du Maine gave her an exact 
Account of it; by which ſhe convinced her, that 
in all ſnhe had done there was nothing againſt the 
King nor the State, nor which could eſſentially 
prejudice the Regent. | * 5 
Ar rER this Narrative, the Princeſs adviſed her 
to make the like Confeffion to the Duke DoOrleans, 


as the moſt certain and perhaps the only Way for 


A ee only ber Liberty, but that of all 
the Perſons engaged in the ſame Affair, then ſuffer- 
ing on her Account. To this the Princeſs added, 
-with great Tenderneſs, the Neceffity of the Dake 
Du Maine's Releaſement, who had been dangerouſly 
ill, without her knowing of it; and the Horror of his 
dying under Confinement, innocent as he was; and 


Monfieur De La Billarderie pathetically ſeconded 


theſe Repreſentations. VVV! 

PowERFVL ''as theſe Confiderations were, ſhe 
| inſiſted on the Inconventences of ſach a 
Step, and proteſted that no fingle Intereſt of hers 
83 | s mould 
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ſhould ever bring her to it; and that — 


the other Moti ves were, ſhe could not make ſuch 
a Confeſſion, till ſhe knew whether the other Afo- 


eiates had diſcovered themſelves ; without which ſhe 


ſhould hazard their Ryin and her own Honour. _ 
Ix was decided, that this Point ſhould be pre- 
viouſly cleared up. Monſieur Pompadour and the 


Abbe Brigaur were known to have made ample 


Declarations, but if Monſieur De Laval and Mon- 
fieur De Maleſieu had perfiſted in their Denial, 
an Acknowledgement, which could not be done 
without indangering them, was. not to be thought 


of; but a Petition ſhould be carried to the Parliament 
for the Dutcheſs Du Maine's Diſcharge, agreeably 


to the Laws of the W by which no Perſon 
is to be detained in Priſon beyond the Time 


pointed for producing the Cauſe of their Commit- | 


ment and Detention, The Dutcheſs Du Maine drew 
up the Model of this Petition, leaving it in the Hands 


of the Princeſs Dowager. . | 
TazsE Reſolutions being thus concerted, the 


Princeſs aflured her Daughter, that ſhe ſhould 'no 
ſooner be at Paris, than ſhe would poſitively know 
(and to her it ſeem'd an eaſy Matter) what Count De 
Laval and Monfieur Maleſieu had done; and that 


me, or the Abbe De Maulevricr her Confident, 
mould immediately acquaint her with it. To avoid 


all Riſque in this Intelligence, the Dutcheſs Du 
Maine gave in Writing to the Princeſs ſome common 


Phraſes, to which ſhe annexed the Senſe of the 


principal Heads ſhe was to be informed of. One 
of theſe, Phraſes implied, Laval has confefled ; 


another, he has ſaid nothing. There were the like 
tor Monſieur De Maleſie u. | ? 
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Soon after the Princeſs's Departure, the Dutcheſs 


Du Maine received a Letter from the Abbe ; ac- 


uainting her, under the Cypher agreed on, that Mon- 
Ts De Laval and Monſieur De Malefieu had 


faid nothing. Some Days after came another from 


this Abbe, fignifying the contrary, under the fame 
Cypher, that Laval and Maleſieu, after ſtanding 


out. a long Time, had at laſt declared all. Yet this 


'Teftimony the Dutcheſs Du Maine did not think 
of ſuch- Anthenticity, as to determine her Meaſures. 
La Billarderie, who was ſtill with her, deficing 
nothing more than the Princeſs's Liberty, and con- 
celving that he could be of Service to forward it, 


returned for Paris, and was ſeyeral Times with 


Monſieur Le Blanc, who fignified to him, that 


- ſhe would never obtain it, without a fincere and com- 


plete Declaration of all that had been rranſaRed in the 
Affair, both by herſelf and her Afſociates and Agents. 
Tux Regent wanted to bring Matters to an Iſſue, 


but with Honour; that thus, he would be cleared 


from having, without wy Foundation, put Indig- 
nities and Hardſhips on Perſons of ſuch Diſtiinction. 
It was his firm Reſolution, that the Chiets 
and' their Adherents ſhould purchaſe their Liberty, 


by ſuch an Acknowledgement as would be an abſolute 
Juftification of his Conduct x. But Monſieur Le 
wy 1 Fin x 


4 The Regent had been often heard to ſay, 40 There | 


tu are two Things, which, rather than ſuffer, Iwill be 


u burned alive. One is, that any Attempt ſhould be 


* made againſt the Life of this Child; the other, that 
« the Spaniard ſhould reign in France.” Thoſe who 
knew him intimately, did not doubt of his Sincerity in 


this Declaration; but the People ſaw only his Liberti- 


niſm, and in that a Will to dare any Crime. 
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Blanc commiſſioned Eu Bilarderie with a Meſſage 
fram. that Prince to the. Dutcheſs Du Maine : That 
i ſhe would. give in, Writing an exact Detail of the 
Affair, to be ſeen only by himſelf, ſne and all the 
| o_ Perſons included in it ſhould be ſet at Li- 
. berry. : 2 
A: BILL ARDERTE, with this verbal 
Commiſſion, * her Letters from the Princeſs 
and the, Abbè De Maulevrier; poſitively, and with- 
out Cypher, acquainting her, that the Count De 
Laval had declared every Thing, and that the Whole 
of the Affair was now known, oo 
Tux Dutcheſs Du Maine, ed by this Teſ- 


tzmony which was not to be ſuſpected, that ſhe might 


reveal all her, Aſſuciates without burting any, ac- 
quieſced in the Declaration required of her; and, as 
a Mark of Candour, it was drawn up very circum- 
ftantially. She delivered it to La: Billarderie, to 
| it to Monfieur Le Bane, after ſhewing it to 
he Princeſs, to whom ſhe alſo wrote a Letter, in- 
timating the Motives by which, ſhe had been brought 
to what the Duke D'Orbeans. had required of her: 
At the ſame Time intreated her Highneſs, to ſecure 
the. ſpeedy, and faithful Execution of the Promiſes 
made on his Part; and repreſented to her, that herein 
not only. her Intereſt lay at Stake, but her Honour, 
which was infinitely more dear; and that ſhe re- 
mitted it to her Care and Diligence, as ſhe could 
avoid the Blame of ſuch a Step only by the entire 
Satisfaction of all the feveral Perſons concerned. 
Tu Princeſs read the Letter and the Declaration, 
along with the Abbe De Maulevrier ; who ſaid 
to La Billarderie, that the great Care which ap- 
peared in it, for clearing the Abbe. De 3 
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and Monſieur De Maleſieu, might bring a Suſpicion. 


on the Truth of it. To this neither he nor her 


Highneſs made any Anſwer. ' La Billarderie carried 
it to Monſieur Le Blanc, in order to its being de- 
livered to the Regent. A Warrant was immediately 
made out for the Dutcheſs Du Maine's Return ; but, 


. contrary to her Expectation, ſhe found Seaux was 


appointed for her Reſidence, This firſt” Infraction 
made her fear others, 1 5 
Ix our Priſon we knew nothing of the Premiſes : 
There was indeed a vague Report of a Diſcovery, 
but this had been ſo often talked of, that no Manner 
of Credit was given to it. At laſt Monfieur Le 


Blanc, who had not made his Appearance within 


our Walls for ſome Time, came here towards the 


End of November. He was alone, and the firſt 
Perſon he ſent for was Mrs. Pruden, Baron Walef"s 
truſty Correſpondent, and lately taken into Cuſtody. 
1 was afterwards called for. He ſaid to me, That 
I ſhould have ſaved him a great deal of Trouble, 
if when I was before Monſieur 2 and him 
1 had ſatisſied them concerning what I knew of 
the Dutcheſs Du Maine's Affair, with which I was 
2 acquainted; that ſhe herſelf had ſet it forth, 
n an exact Declaration; and that my Secreſy now 
was quite unſeaſonable. I anſwer d, That it did not 
appear to me that I was thought to know ſo much ; 
in effect, they had examined me but once, and then 
very ſlightly : ©* Beſides,” added I, if the Dutcheſs 
«© Du Maine herſelf had ſpoken, what can I ſay 
eto give you further Infight? Who ſhould know _ 
* ſo well as herſelf what concerns her? If ſhe had 

told me what I am ignorant of, I could not add 
* any Thing to the Lights ſhe has given you.” 
q ; | — WY 7 | nes 
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WES. + At. leaſt,” reply'd he, u cannot deny kiln 
| * given . tg High b Ne con from SHhain. 45 
=. Lede That the Letters which. I might have 
HW « received were for myſelf; that ſome were ſent me 
| F from different Countries, na wiſs relating to the 
* * Puicheſs Du Maine. Theſe, ſaid he. were 
. from Baron Walcf, and deliver* d to. you by an 
j 4 era Girl.“ I told him, and it was true, that 
1 w nothing of the Perſon, who had brought 
e the Leiters tom Baron Walef,, which were for 
* me.” Monſieur Le Zlanc reply 6, But * 
my know the whole Affair; and peak. ou muſt x 
Ray in the Zaſtibe- all your Li © Well,. Sir,” | 
faid L to bim. that's, a Settlement to ſuch, a one as 
| 7 N e no, Fortune,” It i ze not; " anſwer'd 
| be, 2 very agreeable. Situation,”  ** Neither,” 
| fad N eld I chuſe it; but contentedly, will 
; py: 4 ay in it, rather than: purehaſe my Releaſement 
=. * by. any Fiction. It muſt be owned,” ſaid be, 
| „ that_ the Dutcheſs Du. Meine has bad Hoang 
5 * Confidents.” * For my Part, Sir, ping | 
EEE. - * wuhout taking up your precious Time any longer, 
ee 11 declare to you, that if I know nothing, I can 
„ 1 tell you. nothing; and that if I. had been unt 
* * with any Thing, fill lefs would I tell it.“ 
could. not forbear fayin to me, though it was, 5 
in bis Part, Well had it been for the Dutcheſs 
KG Du. Maine, had: ſhe truſted; no- other. than: Jou: 
Adding, that ** Her Affairs were over, and ſhe was 
returning.“ Then l am N 1 I; And, 
* 2s to your own Concerns; > anſwer'd 
I, © are not worth. ra OW * Welk 1 3 
Wbence this Confidence? [aid 3 bas y 
4 Nativity been call? © The Nativity of one 
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% in ſuch a bad Fortune - as mine, is caſt of urſelf,” 


anſwer d I; one knows one is to be unhappy ; 
„ no matter how.” "Monfieur Le Blanc, og 


e . whats Ne, At uh to 1 


* Tan de Foiblefſt à rant de Gloire.” © 
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Foerbear; let us not in one Day — 
Such Weakneſs with ſuch Glory blend.” 


I extricated myſelf as artfully with him, as 1 had 
with Monfieur Le Blanc. Some Days after, 


which was the Fifth of January, 1720, an Order 


Lame for clearing our Caſtle of all the Dutcheſs 


45 Maine's Domeſticks, Valets, Footmen, Rub- 
ders, £9c, except Monſieur De we and myſelf, 
The Marquis De Pompadour and the Cheval ier 
De Menit at the ſame Time received their Warrants 
6 quit the Haſtile, and go into Baniſhment ; the 
latter to his Eſtate in Anjou. He came haſtily to 
take Leave of me, This was an abrupt Separation, 
which I did not expect; and much leſs could I 
thiprk of being the only one of our Company left 
in Priſon, as all the Dutcheſs Du Maine's Houſhold 
were going out, and {ſhe was returning, But, in 
this Juncture, I ſcarce minded what perſonally con- 
cerned me, ſo much was I ſtruck with Menil's 
Removal; whereas our parting ſeemed to ſet very 


| eaſy on him, and the Joy of being releaſed from 
Our diſagreeable Manſion, manifeſtly overcame any 


Sorrow, of leaving me in it, It would have been 


otherwiſe with me, had I gone out firſt, This 


Difference of our Sentiments, which I had ſometimes 
ſuſpected but never ſo plainly ſeen, was a moſt 
torturing Affliction. He allowed me no Time, nor 
was I willing to expreſs any of it to him. He went 
away, leaving me in that Kind of Immobility in 
which the Soul, oppreſſed by a Crowd of jarring 
Sentiments, remains without any direct Action. 
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I was rouſed from it, to go and dine at the 


Governor's Houſe with the Marquis De Sr. Genies, 
the unfortunate Companion of my inauſpicious For- 
tune: The Governor, knowing nothing of the great 


Events of that Day, was gone to take a Turn in 


the Country. We had only the King's Lieutenant, 
who, from Concern: at- our Ad venture and wht 
he was to make known to us, could not utter one 


Word. Never was a more doleful Meal than this. 


After Dinner, as I was going up as uſual to drink 
Coffee, the Lieutenant ſtopp'd me at the Stair-foor; 
ſay ing, Don't go up; you muſt return to your 
Room, and not ftir out any more.. Be it ſo,” 
ſaid I; and, taking hold of Mademoiſelle Rondels 


Arm, I went to my Room. He paid the fame 


Compliment to S Genies; who, I believe, did not 
ſo well digeſt it. Having diſcharged his Com- 
miſſion, he followed me to my Apartment ; there 


he informed me, that Monſieur Le Blanc, at the 


fame Time that he brought Warrants for the Re- 
leaſement of others, had given Orders that we ſhould 
be cloſer:confin'd-than ever; that he had asked him 
to let us dine together tliat Day, as uſual, and thar he 
might defer notify ing this Change *till after Dinner. 
The poor Lieutenant was ſenſibly afflicted for this 
Fulmination, which I took as a Comfort; being 
over- joyed that, no longer ſeeing what ſupremely 

pleaſed me, I ſhould ſee nothing at all, thus not 
expoſe my Sorrow, left the Cauſe ſhould! be ſeen 


into, and ſtill more unwilling that it ſhould be 


attributed to a Want of Spirit. We have naturally 


2 greater Contempt for the Weakneſſes which make 


no Part of our „than for thoſe by 


which we are ſway d. Maiſonrouge did not diſtin- 
Auilh 
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guiſh the different Emotions of my Mind, and ima- 
gined all my Deſolation to proceed from this Re- 
newal of my Captivity, at the very Moment when 


it ſhould - have ended. He was for knowing the 


Cauſe, and asked me what I thought of it? Pro- 
** bably,” ſaid I, © they have pitched upon me 
© as the poor Aſs in the Fable, who had ftole only 
% ſingle; Bite of Hay, and was devoted to Death 
for the other Beaſts ; who were more guilty, but 
** ſtronger than he.“ We reaſoned: a long Time 
on this Event, but were juſt where we were at ſetting 
out.” :-! {+ a Fern | Bed 2 
Tu Governor call'd upon me in the Evening, 
and expreſſed how much he was concerned at it; 
adding, That he had never known an Inſtance that 
a Priſoner, aſter being allow'd the Liberty which 
1 had, ſhould be ſnut vp again. He was ſtill more 
ſurpriz'd not to find me under any Confternation, 
for a Calamity ef ſo ugly an Aſpect, He could 
not ſufficiei' ly, applaud my Serenity, becauſe he 
Aid notypergcive the wretched Support of it. Thus 
often We art extolled for that, which, if more nar- 
rowly ſearchd into, uould produce a contrary 
; Tur King's Lieutenant, ſeeing me excluded from 
all Company, and every Way in a very melancholy 
Condition, told me, two Days after the Chevalier 
De Menil was gone, that he had received a Billet 
from him, full of Love for me. He was for 
ſhowing ' it me, but could not find it again. | 
knew him too well to ſuſpet any Artifice. The 
next Day I receiv'd' one addreſſed directly to myſelf, 
which gave me no great Pleaſure, | 


I was 
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1 was ſome Days without hearing one Word of 
the Chevalier De Me nil, during hich my Mind 
can on a thouſand piercing Reflections concerning his 
Behaviour, I perceivd that the open Air had in- 
ſtautly diſſipated thoſe Sentiments, which I had 
thought ſo ſolid. This gave me inconceiveable An- 
guiſh.: At laſt the Lieutenant told me he had call'd 
on him, and had deſir d him to give me a Letter, and 
to prevail on me for an Anſwer ; with which I come 
plied. I receiv'd: alſo another before he left Paris, 
unknown to the Lieutenant, by the Hands of his 
Footman ; fignifying to me, that in a 3 
verſation with a Friend of his, very zealous for our 
Court, he had intruſted him with our Connection 
and his Deſign, from a Perſwaſion that it might be 
of Uſe to bring him into our Intereſt, and induce him 
to ſerve us with my Princeſs. This Step quite re- 
viv'd me, as it certified the Reality of his Intentions, 
and of his Eagerneſs for carry ing them into Execu- 
tion; but it put me to no ſmall Pain, that I could no 
longer hear from him, nor write to him. He was 
on the Point of ſetting out, and nothing was to be 
ventured by the Poſt. Here our incomparable Friend 
ſtepped in to our Relief. He felt what Uneaſineſs ſuch 
2 Silence would give me, and ſaid to me, Lou can 
** neither write to the Chevalier De Menil nor he to 
* you, in your preſent Situation; and all would be 
** loſt, if your Writing was to appear at the Poſt- 
**- Houſe, Til write to him every Week. You ſhall 
* fee my Letters and his Anſwers; this will be a 
* reciprocal Information to both.“ I ſaw all the 


Merit of this laſt Service. The Appearance of the 


Connection with a Perſon ſo lately under his Guard, 
might tender his Fidelity ſuſpected; but my Sa- 
GE __  tisfaQtion 
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tis faction -preponderdted againſt any other Con- 
Gderation. N 40s 4 Nn ü bay 
:i/Townxps the Clofe of the Year the Dutcheſs 
Du Mains Equipages had been fent © away to 
fetch her at Chana. La Nillardrrie, who car- 
ried the Court's Order to her, was to ' overtake 
them and go before. Monſieur De Sailly, Maſter 
f the Horfe to that Princeſs, who conducted them, 
took» Poſt! and went to Foigny, a little Town two 
ues from Chantay, there to wait for Monſieur 
De Ta Biiurdrrie, and to go to the Dutcheſs Du 
| * 5 1 . = ater —_ — 
Days there incognito, till the Officers of the Ki 
— Who were in Waiting on the Paneel ard 
uſed to come every Day to buy Proviſions, con- 
eluding, by his Queſtions to them, that be was 
very much concern d for her, it to the 
Dutcheſs, who directly ſent to Had out who he was. 
TFo'refuſe informing them was more than he could 
do. On this ſhe immediately diſpatched a Meſſenger 
For him to come? to“ her; and, though ' this was 
rranſgreſſing other Orders, he obeyed : Previouſly, 
however, fentting a Meſſage for Leave to Monfieur 
De Samles, the Kingls Lieutenant in the Citadel eff 
Chaloms, whothad followld the Dutcheſs Du Mai ne 
tb-Chamay, and had- chere the Guard of her Per- 
Fon. He acquainted him that he might come, but 
That he would be glad to ſpeak a Word to him, 
before ie made his Appearance to the Princeſs. All 
that ibe Lieutenant waited with him was, that he 
Ahould ſay only ſuch Things as were agreeable to 
the Situation of Affairs. He afterwards * waited on 
ber Highneſs, who Was raptur d with the Sight of 


-im, us dhe Signal for her Return; but her 4 nk 
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allayed by La Billarderie's Delay, of which ſhe 
could not concei ve the Reaſon. | 3 
A PROMISE had been ſent to her, that on het 
Arrival at Seaux ſhe ſhould there find the Duke 
Du Maine, with his Sons and Daughter, Juſt as 
La Billarderie had got his Men together and was 
ſetting out, the Dutcheſs of Orleans informed him, 
that the Duke Du Maine had defired to go to Clagny 
near Verſailles, and not to Sears, whither he had 
appointed that his Children alſo ſhould not go. 
LA BILLARDERIE, foreſecing the Agon 
which this Akeration would bring on the Dutcheſs 
Du Maine, would not go to her, till he had tried 


_ every Way for W e Duke Ou Maine to what 


me was defirous of, is Negotiation, after delay- 
ing him ſeveral Days, had no Effect. He, at laft, 
began his March, but with a Reſolution to conceal 
theſe drſagreeable "Tidings, left there ſhonld be no 


getting her from where ſhe was, unleſs her Deſires 


on this Article were complied with. 

Hen Uneaſineſs at his got coming had been in- 
creaſing, ever fince the Hour when ſhe had depended 
on his being at Chanlay, She ask'd Sailly a 
thouſand Queſtions. on the Cauſes of this Delay. 
He was no Stranger to the Duke Du Maine's 
Reſolution againſt returnisg to Seaux, but, that 
it was not proper to tell her; yet his Confuſion, 
when ſhe mentioned the Joy of (org, herſelf 
again at Saus with that Prince and her Children, 


bad nearly betrayed him. She perceiv'd it, and 
ask'd him the Cauſe of it; but, by an exquifite 
Preſence of Mind, he removed her Apprehenſione, 
At laſt Z.a Billarderie arrived, and ſhe was now 
quite eaſy; for he told her nothing but what was 
'Y | 2greeable 
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agreeable. to her Wiſhes ; it having been reſolved 
not to let her into the true State of Things till 
ſhe reached Petit - Bourg, where ſhe was to lie 
the laſt Night, and this Commiſſion was con- 
ferred on the Duke D' Antin. She ſat out, and 
La Billarderie omitted no Meaſure for preventing 


her having any Notice of this Incident before the 


Time appointed, that her Return might not be 
protrafted, or his Rout interrupted. Amidſt all 


the Care taken that no Body ſhould ſpeak to 


her ou the Road, one of the Houſe - Keepers. at 
- Fontainbleau 7 the firſt Alarm; telling her, 
That it was whiſpered that the Duke Du Maine 
was gone to take up his Reſidence at, Clagny. 
At this ſhe was ſeized with Amazement-and Grief, 
and determined to know the 'Truth witheut Delay, 
which La Sillarderie could now no longer avoid 
making: known; and he did it the more readily, 
as now ſhe was come too far to go back. When 
fie knew that this Refidence of the Duke Du 
Maine at Clagny was his own Choice, it greatly 
dded to her Grief, ſuch a Diſpoſition in the 

ke appearing to her a Preſage of freſh Ca- 
Tamities. © However ſhe went on, and came to 
Petit- Bourg, the Place, which at other Times 
would have filled her a with a thouſand de- 
tizhiful Recollections. Morſieur D'. Antin was glad 
the Sectet had tranſpired, without his being oblig'd 
to break it to her; and, in the Converſation they 


had together, gave her to hope that as ſoon as 


. 


feitled 10 her Liking. a 
On her Arrival at Saur, ſhe found no Body 
there ; and was informed that, without an . $ 


Order 


The ſhould be on the Spot every Thing would be 
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Order from the Princeſs Dowager, no Perſon was to 
go to Seaux, and ſuch Order ſhe thought it pra- 
per to give only to very few. She knew that 2 
Writing, which the Duke D'Orleans had promiſed 
to keep ſectet, had been read in open Council ; 


- where, though it had been ill read, ſcarce liſten'd 


to, and lefs underſtood, it was tried and condemned. 


"Phe Publick, who had not ſeen it, and nevet did, 


was exaſperated againſt the Datcheſs Du Maine, and 

| 1. moſt virulent Invecti ves againſt 
her,” not knowing that ſhe had been led into an 
Error by thoſe "a ſhe could leaſt ſuſpect, and 
without exatnining the Motives on which her Pro- 


ceedings were grounded. The current Suppoſuian, 


was, that ſhe had betrayed Perſons embarked in an 
Aﬀiir of manifeſt Danger, purely from a Ne ö 
neſs to her; yet had ſhe done no Detriment to any of 
them, and, in Reality, had for their Releaſement 
expoſed herſelf to the Canfute of the World, which 
may be readily foreſeen on an Occaſion of ſo delicate 
i . 


Taz Abbe, De Maulevrier, alarmed at the pul- 


lick Clamours, in order to ward off all Suſpiciog 
from the Princeſs or himſelf having any Hand in t 


3 ONE. Of Jn exclaiming again 
the Dutcheſs' Du. Main; and he even brought the 
Princeſs Dowager abſolutely to diſapprove of her 
whole Behayiour..” He charged her * facrificin 
two valuable Men, the Cardinal De < alignac 
Monſieur Maleſieu, in whoſe Defence, . but a few 
Pays. before, he thought The: was too ſollicito 
Honeſt La Billarderie, was for putting him in Mind 
of what he had faid. to him and written to the 
Dutcheſs Du Maine,” fo contrary to what he was 


14 then 
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then ſaying. He denied. it all ; ſurely it could not 
fo very ſoon pave Ling out of his Memory, or 
rather he preferred a preſent Intereſt to Truth deſtitute 


of Proofs. He came to Saux, where he very rude- 
1 2 ſorth to the Dutcheſs Du Maine his utter 


ſapprobation of ber Meaſures. At firſt ſhe was, 
as it were, petrified with Aſtoniſnment. She was in 
Bed, and under her Bolfter had all his Letters and 
[thoſe of her Mother, that ſhe might caſily have 
filenced him, She was tempted to it, but her Pru- 
"dence overcame her Impatience, | She Jaw all the 


Danger of irritating, under the Situation ſhe was in, 


a Man who without Referve poſſeſſed the Confidence 
of the Princefs, the only Support remaining; and 


who, if provoked, might give an unhappy Turn 


to her Diſpoſitions: She was aware alſo that if he 
Fhould know ſhe had kept ſuch Letters, he would 
not let the Princeſs alone till he had them in his 


Hands: That to refuſe delivering them, wopld bring 


her Reſentment on her; and that by ay them 
2 deprived herfelf of the Vouchers for her 
n 3 5 | ; . of 
EN FEW, Days after, the Nutcheſs Du Maine ob- 
tained Leave to viſit the Princeſs Dowager, who, 
being indiſpoſed, could not go to & aue. She was 
very "afechonarely received, as the Princeſs, could 
not enter on Reproaches which ſhe was conſcious 
muſt reflect on herſelf; and the Dutcheſs Du Maine 
confined her Talk to the Neceſſity of, urging the 
Performance of the Regent 's Promiſe, relatively to 
the Diſcharge of the Prafoners, and of reconciling the 
Puke :Dn Maine to her. | 


Tuts Prince, chagrined at a Year's harſh Con- 


Enernent for an Affair in which he was not W 
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contracting any other. 
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had determined to remain at Clagny, and not fee” 
his Dutcheſs. He had been perſuaded that ſuch 
A on of 8 1 be looked on 15 
a Proof of his Innocence, which it greatly concerned 
him to ſet in a Gear Libhe: that 4 might 
then be in ſome Meaſure obliged to reftore him to 
the Function of Bis Poſts, and the Rank of which 
he had been deprived at the Bed of Juſtice, prior 
to his Impriſonment. ' Another Trouble to him was 
the Diſorder of his Affairs, and the Expences which 
occaſioned it; that he had ſome Thoughts of ſetiling 


a fixed Allowance on the Dutcheſs Du Maine," and 


taking Meaſures for paying off his Debts, without 


* 4 


Tas Schemes for 'a Separation the Dutcheſs 
Du Maine laid to Heart more than the public Cen- 
ſure, or the Defection of moſt of thoſe who, in 
her Proſperity, had affected the warmeſt Attachment 
to her. She omitted nothing for reconciling the 
Duke to her; but it proved ſuch a very long-winded 
— 2 that the Iſſue mit be referred to the 
_ 3 hh ey volg 5 
DvuRtns theſe Tranſactions, I remained a confined 
Prey to melancholy Reflections. One Day a Turn- 
key, and not he who attended me, carne into my 
Room; and, bo a large Packet into my Lap, 
ſaid he would call for it again, and dfsppear'0. 
I eagerly open d it, and found it to be the Dutcheſs - 


Du Maine's Declaration, with a Letter; in which 
ſhe acquainted me, Thar ſhe ſent. me that Piece, 
as a Guide in what I ſhould ſay, concerning which 
ſhe left me entirely at my Liberty, This Letter 
being of her writing, I burned the material Part 
of it ; but with great * 
5 ory 2 


e preſerved the laſt Lines, 


whick. 


258. Me uo of: 
which 1 often wetted with Tears and Kifſes, They 


ay 


* 3 
wcre. as follow At LS 
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et all you; have done has not ſurprized me. Your 
„ good Serſe and Fidelity were not over - looked 
„ by me. Whenever I have the Pleaſure, of ſeeing 

„ Jou, aſſure yourſelf of ſuch Marks of my Friend- 


ip as you deſerve. Adieu, my. deat Launay.” | 


 Brs1Dxs the Kindneſs with which it was fraught, 

dhe bare Writing of my Prirceſs gave me a ſeofible 
Pleaſure. After giving it more than one reading, 
I began with the long Piece annexed to it 5 but in 

the Midſt of my Reading, in comes the King's 
Lieutenant. 1 buddled the Papers into a Trunk, 
that all be ſaw u as my Vexat ion at being interrupted, 
He was uſed to thgy Irregularities of my Temper, 
and paid a Regard to them, that he ſoon leſt us, 
and I took out my Papers ; but Ronde) repreſenting 
the Danger of being ſurprized in the Day-Time, 
4 put them by till Night, The Declaration was 
very long, that it took me up two Nights reading. 
4} writ a Letier to the Dutcheſs De Maine, the 
Contents are forgotten, and ſealed up the Packet 

again, I was directed, when 1 had gone through 
it, to make a Signal oppoſite to the Tower where 
Monfieur De Malcficu was, that it might be fetched 
which was done. The fame Writing had at firſt 
been conveyed to him, with an Order to Jet me 
have à Sight of it. Him u mcre particularly con- 
. | | et rned « 


1 LOVE and eſteem you more than ever; tho” 
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cerned ; for me, I was mentioned but as it were 
collaterally, and in a flight Fact, relating only to the 


| infignificant Mademoiſelle Dupuis, whom I have 


mentioned : But Monfieur De Malefien's whole 
Affair was formally ſet forth in all its Cireumſtances, 


in order as much as poſſible to diſculpate him, by 


the earneſt Remonſtrances which the Dutcheſs de- 
clared he had made to her, and her expreſs Com- 


mandy, authoritatively laid on bim, with regard to 


the Paper found in his Bureau. The Continuance 


of his Impriſonment cauſed a violent Grief to this 


Princeſs, till, by her powerful Sollicitations, 


the Regent figned his Diſcharge from the 


Saſtile; but, to. ſave him from Exile, was beyond 
all the Activity of her grateful Friendſhip. - He was 
carried to Eſflampes, where he remained fix Months. 
Su alſo; ſpoke to the Regent, in Behalf of the 
Count De Laval and me: But he told her, That 
we were both ſuſpected of being concerned in the 
Britany * Affair, which then cauſed great Ferments; 
and, till that was cleared up, no Diſcharge was 
to be expected. She proteſted to him, that, as to me 


ſuch a Thing was impoſſible ; that I never had; 


3 CELLS. 7. PIT ; 32 4 Z FF 3# 3k” nor 
* An Hiſtorian of Britazy had the Boldneſs to publiſh 


a Piece, ſhewing that the Power of the Kings of France 
over Britany was founded on Violence, without any le- 
gal Origin, and aſſerting the Independency of that Pro- 
vince. This indeed was anſwer'd by Vertots Preariſe on 
the Dependency of Pritany, yet ſome violent Inſurrec- 
tions broke our. They were ſuppreſſed by a Sipe- 
riority of Force; and, to leave ſenſible Perſons without 
any Colour of Argument for ſuch Struggles for their 
pretended Liberties, the above-mentianed Abbe, in 


1720, publiſhed his unanſwerable Hiſtory of the Segtle> | 


ment of the Britons in Gaul, 
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vor could de any Thing without her Ordets, nd 


it was 'madifeſt chat ſhe had no Hand | in_ thoſe. 
Commotions.” The Baron De Walef indeed, for 
Want of better Employment and being uneaſy in 
his Cireumſtances, had, wich a. View of Intereſt, 
mbarked in that Intrigue; and, in * Corre- 
4 the Inſsrgents, employed that Wo- 
w 
raiſed a Surmiſe that I might have ſome Knowledge 
of the Practices, to which ſhe had been ſubſer vient. 
It was ſo Hg y ſuſpe , tho* abſolutely guiltleſs 
ibet L bert g ſeit 10 Nantes Caſtle. 1 
was appri: 5 of it, rk my Conſternation was the 
greater, is but a few Days before the Count De 
yon had been carried thither from the Baſtile; 
— ſo abr yptly, as not to allow him Time to take 
his ed Wich him. 1 imagined I ſhould be 
ſtri in the like Manner, and poſted along the 
Highways to a Goal, where my Keepers might 
be more e than thoſe 1 had ſo throughly 
tamed - But it ended in my Fright, for, without 
cattying me ſo. far, it appeared that I was none of th 
Treendiaties in the Britany Combuſtion. 
HowEvek the Regent, to. elude my Releaſe, in- 
Liſted that I wuſt ſpeak as the others had done; that 
ſuch was the Condition ſettled, and that he would 
not be baffled by the ridiculous Heroiſm 1 affected. 
o bring me io this Submiſſion, Monſieur. De 
—.— was deputed to, me. As I had known him 
about the Duke Du Maine, it was judged that 
1. mould have no Suſpicion of bim. He had s 
Licence for coming into my Room, where I hitherto 
had not ſeen any one Perſon from without. He 


acquainted me, that he came from the NEED 
| | B 


uaintance I owed to him, which 
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Du Maine, to releaſe me of all my Oaths and Qbli- 
gations to keep her Secrets ; that ſhe: had herſelf 
obliged to make a Declaration of them, and 
diſpenſed me from all Obſervance and Duty on that 
Head, I anſwer'd, that I had taken no Oaths ; that 
I did not underſtand what he meant ; that her ſerene 
Highneſs was Miſtreſs to give an Account of her 
Affairs; that ſhe could do it much better thin I, 
who did not know ſo much, and that of what I 
might hare known, I now remembered Iittle or 
nothing, and that but uncertajnly. He went aw 
without getting any Thing further from me. 


Pl 


O this and the like, Occaſions. Viademoiſelle 


3 


Rondel, with a Courage above ber Station, ex- 
horted me not to ſuffer myſelf to be ſeduced by 


any Sollicitations . put in Practice for mak ing me 
Very The Conduct you have hitherto obſerved,” 
ſaid ſhe, © has done you Honour; let me advife 
vou not to flinch from it. You are now out 
* of Harm's Reach. The Affair is over. The 
< worſt that can be is to ſtay here a little longer; 
and what great Matter is there in that? Are 
% e not en uſed to it? 1 have always 
wondered that a Servant, coming in for no Share 
of the Honour her Miſtreſs may acquire, ſhould be 
ſo nice in this Point, and ſo chearfully facrifice her 
Liberty to it. 


Soon after Torpanne's Viſit,” our Governor came 


to me to let me know, that Monfieur Le Blanc re- 
quired a Declaration from me, I faid, that I did 
not ſo much as know what a Declaration was ; that 
I had never ſeen any, but in Romances, and that 
it was probably nothing of that Kind Monfieur Le 
Blanc remind ; that I would write to him for 
hs | | more 
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moe preciſe Information, and begged the Pa vour 
of bim to take e of my N we, was 
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« as Govertor of the” Baftite Ude © me 
Yeſterday, in your Name, to draw vf 4 
| d Pei Not knowing What the Subje 
in mould be, though entirely diſpoſed to o hey 
* Ger it ie out of my Power to . with th 
1 * till you are pleaſed to ſpeci i e Things 
* of of which you require — RS 2 Yer 5 2 
| Ignoranee of 't ults whac 
15 * have commined be rol A im) pane: of 5 
it renders me utter "incapable 9 A 
* Confeffien of them. Monfieur De 757. 
* who, by your Permiſſion, has been wit 


2 informs me that the Durtheſs Du Main bs 


* given'in very explicite 'Declarations of her Pro- 


as So H there can de any on which you 
J deſite further Lights from fuch a one as I, it is 


yy ng the Prouble to indicate them, — 
all 25 myſelf the Honour of anſwer in my you 
* with all the Clearneſs and Punctuality 


of Truth, and the Perſons who require me to declare 
it. have abe Honour of being, Ne, iy 


. * n 20, 1740 
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Tue Motions made me think my Deliveraace 
was drawing near. It being probable that he Re- 

ent would not allow of my immediato Netutu to 
the Dutcheſs Da Maine, and having befides In- 
telligence that the Princeſs Dowager oppoſed it, I 
conlalted, about providing. myſelf with a Settlement, 
of 9 l might ſtand immediately in Need. The 
Take, or Solitude 8 ; 8 ö 1 
created in me, to with the diſagreeable Lift 
I had led in the World, brought, me to look on 4 
Convent as the moſt eligible Place, It was properly 
my nati ve Country, and 1 had always longed to be 
there a 8 Ls 9 nd the mee 
in my Wiſhes, dear Madame De Grieu being ſti 
there, and it had alſo been my firſt Receptacle, on 
my leaving the Country. I communicated my Deſign 
to Maiſonrouge, who, in this alſo, proved my in- 
variable Friend. He ſpoke. to the Marchioneſs Du 
Chazelet, who had a great Efteem for him, to write 
about me to Madame De Richliru her Siſter, ' Abbeſs 
A. La Preſentation, who ſent her the following 


Lb Hi. ., 8.1K 4: 5954 
<-DzAR SISTER, . 1 


” HO” I take no grown-up Boarders, yet was 1! 

„ 1 at firſt inelined to follici for Mademoi- 

** ſelle De Zaunay to be committed to my Oure 3 

but, at that Time, it was judged that ſuch a Step 

„ would be of no Seryice to ber, asd might be 

dangerous to me z ſo you may- think r 
| * 


5 


Sites 


©: from the Baſtibe. it is foo 
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' kaving: oy a ain with 5 whenever 
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21 will not receive her, When ſhe is diſcharged 
more than one 
4 Motive) that” 1 ſhell. very cord ally; and none of 
the leaſt is, for the Sake of y our. good - natured 
2 Major He began his affiduors ; Cares of her to 
| N and he has concluded them to pleaſe 
elf, It is fit 1 ſhould receive her from his 

' and 1 even will have him account himſelf 
to me, as I am infinitely to him for all be 
in chis Reſpect. Tou ate in the right, 
my dear Sifter, to expreſs your Acknowledge- 


2 has: 


4 aw th of his Zeal and Complaiſance to our Bro- 


* ber; I cordially join in them; and a Million of 
© Compliments to that worthy Soldier,” 5 


een after this little Negotiation, I'was Aude 'd, 
that the Dutcheſs' Du ' Maine ſtton ongly infifted on 


2 mn that my Projects became very uncer- 
— which I had moſt at Heart, depended 


| — Chevalier De Menif's Return, and his Diſpo- 
fitions. Maiſonrouge Len kept his Word, 


1 him every Week and recei vin Anſwers, 
which he immediately brought to me, as he likewiſe 
mewed me the Letters he writ. Both were very 
eireumſpect, by reaſon of the Hazard of dene in- 
tercepted. 

AFTER three Months and a Half paſt . in Baniſh- 
ment, he ſent us Word that he was on his Return, 
and follow'd ' cloſe upon this Notice. At his Ar- 
rival he came to our Lieutenant, ask d Rien a great 
many Queſtions concerning me, and defired him to 

ive men Letter, with which I was little pleaſed. 

© princigally' turn d on the Neceſſity of getting myſelf 


harg d. 


ſhould leave 


as au 1 8 _—_— — n * 


ſame "Things which had 
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diſcharg d. His Style ſeem'd to be quite alter'd, 
and I ſuſpected 3 no leſs Ale an i bis 


Sentiments and Intentions, What Aſaiſonrbuge told 


me of his Converſation, what I ſaw he caucedled 
of it, the Air of Sadneſs while he was giving me 
this Account, every Thing concurr'd to alarm me. 
Afterwards I uſed to gather Hopes, from the very 
uced my Uneaſineſs. 
Can the Grief'of a Kival be any Sign of Infidelity 
in him who is preferred ? would not it rather give 
him a Joy beyond Concealment ? It is the Certain'y 
of his Unhappineſs, and not of mine, which afflicts 


him. This is what I uſed to ſay to myſelf; but 


a thouſand other Replies threw me again into my 
former Troubles. e | 
Hs writ ſeveral Letters to me, during the Re- 
mainder of my Captivity ; moſt of them only fo- 
mented my Doubts and Anguiſh ; which however, 
in my Anſwers, I concealed from him as much as 
poſſible, | Gf 4 
Tanz Dutcheſs Du Marne, who ever fince her 
Return, which was now five Months, had been 
folliciting my Deliverance, defired the Princeſs of 
Conti, her Niece, who in all Reſpefts behaved ſuit- 
ably to ſuch a Relation, to prevail oa Monſieur 
Le Blanc that he would once more ſee me, and put 
an End to my Affair: But all the Princeſs could ob- 
tain of him was, that Monfieur Zocher, Secretary to 
the Prince of Conti, might be ſent to me with the 
Dutcheſs Du "Maine's Orders. Inſtead of writing 
chem herſelf, ſhe made Uſe of a Hand which I was 
acquainted with, and could not ſuſpect; on a Card, 
which I have kept, was written, Ihe Dutcheſs Du 
1 | 2 „Haine 
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Aſaine orders you to write; and I am directed to 
gell Jog ad, in der Nawe. 

: MonSIEvR .ZBocher, came to the Saſtile, and 
delivered the Card to, me; giving me to underſtand, 
that à longer Perſeverance would offend: all Parties, 
and that it would be every Way beſt for me to comply 
with this laſt Order. Accordingly 1 e wad 
without any great Profeſſions of Sincerity; and men- 
tioning only ſuch Things as were not-wanted to be 
known, and others which ſome Perſors did not care 
to hear of, To this Piece I, anr.exed./a Letter to 
Movfieur Le Blanc. They were both as follow ; | 


* > 4 9 
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* ARON Walef, who ſometimes uſed to come 
LF to the Dutcheſs Du Maine, ſince her-Iiving 
at the Thutllertes ; and who, from Time to Time, 
« would be bringing Pieces of Poetry of his com- 
«* poſing, . for me to ſhew them to her Highneſs : 
5 Unis Baron one Day told me, that he had ſome 


« Thoughts of going to Spain, in order, if poſſi- 


«4 


ble, to recover his Rights to a Succeſſion that had 
fallen to him in that Country: That poſſibly he 
* ſhould go to Jraly, where he had ſome other 
- Bufineſs ; that before he ſet out he would wait 
en the Dutcheſs Du Alaine, to receive her Com- 
**. mands. Soon after the Dutchiſs Du Maine told 
* ** me, that Baron Hale bad mentioned his — 9 

ro her; asking, at the fame Time, whether ſhe 
would: not honour him with ſome Commiſſion ? 
that ſhe made anſser, that if he ſhould hear 
* avy particular News in the Places through _ 
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he paſſed, ſhe mould be glad to have an Account 


of it: That he needed only to write to me, and 


ſhe ſhould ſee his Letters. He came to me allo, 
and talk'd to the fame Purpoſe: Adding, that 
he had a Female Friend, but did not name her, 
who would bring me his Letters. Afterwards he 
own'd to me that he was extremely at a Loſs, 
being diſappointed of the Money, on which he 
depended for his Journey ; that without, it he 
ſhould loſe a very favourable” Junfture for his 
Claim; that the only Reſource was to diſpaſe of 2 
moſt curious Set of China that he had, delirug 
me to ſee whether the Dutcheſs Du Maine would 
not buy it. He brought it me the next Day to 
ſhow to her Highneſs, Her natural Generofity 


immediately ſuggeſted to her, that ſhe could not 


decently refuſe ſome A ſſiſtance to a Man of Quality, 
Who had ſhewn' a Zeal for her Service, and ſhe 


s order'd his Set of China to be carried back, with 
a Preſent: of a Hundred Louis. He ſet out, and 
it was ſome Time before he was heard of: At laſt 
à Letter, dated at Rome, came from him, which 


ſurprized the Dutcheſs Du Maine, as he had not 
ſaid one Word about his going thither. This 


_was ſucceeded by ſome others from Madrid. They 
were all delivered to me by one of my own Sex, of 


whom 1 know nothing; except that ſhe told mg 


ſhe was an Acquaintance of Baron JWWalef's, and 
her name was Pruden. I never Aare le her 
to the Dutcheſs Du Maine, or had any particular 


Converſation with the ſaid Perſon, only thank ing 
her for:the Trouble of bringing me theſe Letters, 
The Contents of them I have quite A 

that they were not worth remembring. I ha ve indeec 


2 2 * ſome 
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„ ſome Idea of a Memorial, which Baron J/al:f 
“had drawn up to be delivered to Cardinal Mpberons, 
and of which he ſeat an Abſtract in one of his 


Letters. It was a Heap of Chimeras, ſo con- 


** fuſedly huddled together as not to be under ſtood, 
much leſs could any regular Account be given 
* of it, The Dutcheſs Du Maine was not a little 
** provoked at ſuch impertinent Officiouſneſs 5 and 
* faid to me, that ſhould this Man take it into 
** his Head to make Uſe of her Name in his Viſions, 
* he might bring her into a great deal of Trouble: 
And dircfted me, without Delay, to fend him 
Word to be quiet, and by no Mears to offer to 
take upon him Things with which he bad not 
been eommiſſioned. The Leiter was wrote with 
„ Stmartneſs, that he might the better underſtand 
„ how m h bis wrong s were diſapproved of, 
vet we had mote of his Vifionsz upbn which I 
**, remember the Dutcheſs Du Maine told me, he 
vas abſolutely befides himſelf: Adding, bis is 
an Atident £ common to theſe aue, like him, 
* ſet up to he Rhymers, tat it was Weakneſs in 
ene not to foreſee it; that ſuch g Man might not 
« have it in his Power to boaſt of being known 20 
* "me : So that, f:aring the Effects of his diſtemper d 
4 Fancy, ſhe thoughs the beſt way would be to 
* intimate to him that he ſhould return; promiſing 
© him, as ſhe knew this was the Scope of his Ad- 
«« ventures, to procure him a genteel Employment. 
'* He wrote word back, that moſt willingly would 
be return, ſeeing no Appearance of terminating the 
Affairs which had call'd him imo Spain, but that 
* be had not a fingle Penny for his Journey, and 
* that he even was at a Loſs for pteſent Subfilta ol, 
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© that. being" deſtitute of Means to return, he could 
©. have wiſh'd to have met with ſome Employment 
q where he was. Men #1 fy „ $7 

Tun weak State of my Health having hindered: 
me from attending the Dutcheſs Dy Maine in ber 
Journey to Saur, I was for a conſiderable Time 
without ſeeing her. At her Return, ſhe told me 
** that ſhe had taken Meaſures, | as: ſhe thought it 

incumbent on her, to prevent any Regard Dang 
1 paid to what might come from Baron Malef. and 
that ſhe had alſo made Intereſt for procuring him 
a Place in Spain, in caſe he would not come back. 
This ſhe believed would ſettle. his Mind, that he 
„would no longer think of making himſelf a buſy 
Body, without being required; and directed me 
to inſorm him of it, and tell him to write no more, 
** for. his Letters hecame more and more offenſive. 
0 Accordingly we heard no. more. of bim. 

I. ALso had Knowledge of another Thing, 
©. which perhaps is not worth relating ; however, 


calf, wAk.apfallom es... on hi 
Tas Abbe Le Camus, , having informed the 
* Ducheſs Du, Maine that one Abbe De Verac was 
„the Author of a. certain Libel, which had gone 
about on the ; Conteſt. of the Princes, ſhe was de- 
** fixous of having all poſſible Proofs of this, iir order 
to overthrow the current Opinion of that Pamphlet's 
"coming from her Houſe... On this Occaſion I was 
directed to have ſome Talk with a Woman of the 
Name of Dupuis, an Acquaintance of theſe two 
** Abbes, from whom the Dutcheſs was aſſured that 
* 1 ſhould. get the cleareſt Informations and Proof 
of the Fact in Queſtion. I had but indifferent 
Sueceſz in my Commiſſion; not a Word to the 
2 Z 3 e Purpoſe 
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Purpoſe did Dupuis tell me. I was order'd 
41 40 fee her. ag 2 22 to no better Purpoſe than 


40 


* before: — 8 ſhe made a Handle of it for 
© Corpir often to the Dutcheſs Du Maine's, under 
7 4 Pretente of having ſomething to fay to me; yet 
* the Tc red of all her ſeveral Diſcourſes were, that 

"hy „ the Abbe De Yerac would be very prond of ſerving 

q * the Dutcheſs Ld Maint, if ſhe 2 any Thing 

to be written. I told der over and over MN 

4 ber Affairs were concluded, fo that ſhe had no 

* Oceafion for a Writer. She returned to the Charge, 

„ fayin 14 that if the Dutcheſs Du Maine would be 
leaſed to ſee the Abbe De Ferac, the would Hke 
325 much, and that he could tell her ſome Thin g8 

"the would be glad to know, 1 reported this 

„ Qvenure, which] was again urged to me. The 

„ Dutcheſs Du Miine refoled ſering the Abbe De 


gency, ſhe di '5 not to come 
try move 5 1 4 — — nt im 
„ mediately take a Denial; t the rs 
* ere fo preciſe, ſhe returned on ſeveral Pretences ; 
*  Wedging, that ſhe had a w eighty Informition, 
. hl Ae IO 
a At er an unity o 
„Hees io her Highneſs, to whom BE fund Vine 
ords, which however did not in the leaſt 
* a Turn to the Suſpicion He had entertain'd e 
„this Woman, 
„Tuts are the only Things in hich had 
arty, Concern, ot any Knowledge of. 1 muſt add, 
* 9 8580 1 perceived, by the Duicheſs Du Maine's 
* * ſrequent Motjons, that ſhe was embarraſſed in fome 
3 Ahr al which 1 never knew the 
** Particulars ; 
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4. Particulars; what I moſt obſerved of it wat, her 


© extreme Fear that the leaſt Pr ls. it ſhould 
* reach the Duke" Du Maine,” | e 


Lerras ro | Monſieur Le Blane, on feen un eb 
Jo = Boers. 7 8 


7 4 4 11 


; £8 3 
* - ” * . 4 * 4 La % * „ [7.0 "1 - = : 7 * » 
18; __ ü hart WY na e 


ba im 148 4% 4} 8 28% 


longer to delay complying 'with them. 


« Fete n xetd Account of what I Know, both 


«with to the Things which you took the 
7 Trouble of queſtioning me about, and likewiſe 
„ thoſe Which of themſelves ev into my Remem- 
1 brance. It is, Perhaps, neither in the Form not 
* Style of — which 1 ly undee- 
** ſtand nothing of: But at lesſt, Sir, you will ſee in 
„it my Sineriry unc Sobmiſfion to your Order 
om” 12 was wanting in conforming to them at the firſt 
„Notice, I have fuffteiently expiated that Fault, 
* Aby the Dread chat I had. incurred your Diſpleaſure, 
© which I hold to be worſe than all my other * 
tubes. 1 hare che Honour of being, Se. 1 of 


Nr t 


* 


Tax Regent, 1 believe, Al bt Werd Uke this 
Piece 3 but as an apparent Compliance with the 
Conditions he had impoſed for obtaining our Liberty 
was all he wanted, he „ and no further 
Mention was made 0 „chat the Publick did not 
know I had delivered any Writing,” R 80 m—_ 
FTE | | OMB 


A Miri NS of 
— Days aſter, 
Monſieur A 


with a Paper in his 


baſtily the Court, 


ainazed me. None but thoſe skilful Painters, who 
can blend the Expreſſion of Joy to that of a Heart-felt 
Grief, could take off what I obſerv'd in his Coun- 


zenanee; at his giving me the Paper. It was the 


Warrant for my Diſcharge out of the Baſtile. © Now 


you are at Liberty,” ſaid he, and now I loſe you. 


is Moment is what 1 have paſſionately. wiſtred. 
0 «1 Tout have 1 ſhall few my Life to 5 bill 
zu; now > no more, Wilt 
© become of mei! aubignd i_Þ..- 
Tuis News excited-in i nde Mot ions 3 
atleaſt Joy, if there was any, did not diſtinguith. it- 
ſelf above the reſt. I regretted a Friend, who was 
ſuſceptible of an Affection which I too well ſaw to. be 
particular to him. I was defirous of ſeeing again 


cions; and, perhaps, was not leſs afraid of ſo doing 
1 ale l — — Ds 
Maine, and was not without Dread at the Fatigues 


Sent ſuſ by the Equilib 
F 


WiIrn my ööiü„%„ iindee.a0 coneie 


e to Seaux, where the Dutcheſs Du Maine 
then was. I ſent to the Temple, deſiring the Abbe 
De Cbaulicu to ſend me his Coach, and L would call 
on him in my Way. He was then confined to his 
Chamber. by 111 "of which he died three Weeks 
after. I ſaw; him, and obſery'd how, in that Con- 
dition, what i is of no further dervice to us, become: 

. indifferent. 


being at my Window, I faw 


be held up to me. 
He came to me under an Oppreſſion which 


s Chevalier De Menil; and to clear up my. Suſpt- 


and Troubles which I was again to take on me. Thus 


fo =» wid ie os 2 Fm 46 ws at AREA. LE LI 


80 


Function he was never replaced. 1 Raid wich che 


and the Dutcheſs Du Maine was 


JJ 
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Loſs of a Friend, who ſeem'd to make it 
to enliren my Life with all the Cf ion and 
Pleaſure it was. — of. I was not indeed without 
ſome who took care I ſhould want nothing that 
was really neceſſary to me; but in this- 


Abbe to the utmoſt, but not ſo long as 1 could 
have wiſh'd, oY oblig'd to haſten to S 
Ir was in the Evening when I atriv'd at Seats, 
to take the 
Air. I haſten'd to meet her in the Garden. On 
2 me, ſhe ſtopped her Chair, Lying. Ah! 
PI 223 Mademoiſelle De Launay ; Il am very 
lad to ſee you.“ I went up 10 her, "nd ſhe 
ced.,me, and drove on. I returned into the 
Houſe, and was ſhew the Room which the had 
appointed for me. I bleſs'd myſelf at ſeeing a 
himney and a Window. I alſo heard, to my 
great Joy, that there were two new Qhamber-Maids, 
one in the Room of the firſt, who was dead; and 
the other to fill u 1 my Place, of which, conſequently, 
was eaſed. e Dutcheſs Du Maine had ſent 
Word to me, that ſhe would have Mademoiſelle 


De Rondel, - of whom ſhe! had heard a mighty 
Character, to be her Wardrobe - Maid,” the 
ormer unhappy Perſon being dead in Priſon- This 


was a Sacriſice I voluntarily. made, in it would 
prove a Step to ſomething better, L took 4 
younger Siſter of her s; . 
tinue Chamber - Maids to her Highneſs +0 thid 


Day. 


Tarn 


Tuns s ſcarce any Body at Segux, when I 
feturn d thither; The Dutcheſs D'. Eſtyèes had come, 
as ſoon as ſhe had been able to obtain Leave, 
The Dutcheſs Du Maine, hitherto, was allow'd 
to ſee: but very little Company, that her Cuſtom 
was to fit” up che greateſt Part of the Night, 
lay ing at Hiribi with ber upper Domefticks, and 
leeping away the greateſt Part of the Day. I was 
to fit and read by her, as heretofore; but this 
was now) grown very uncouth to me, and theſe 
fatiguing Exerciſes ſoon made 8 the Eaſe 
and Tranquility of my Confinement. | The Dutcheſs 
Du 1 — — — gre 2 5 inform'd 
me of every Thing that had happend to her, which 
I did not 2 ſaid a great deal to me 
but with very few. Queſtions : She alſo ſhow'd 
me the Princeſs's and the Abbe De Maulevrier's 
Letters: The following I receiv d from poot 
Aaiſaurouge, ihe Day after I left him. 
nw BG ary tt. begs: 1 WES + ; 
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„FEINE, my moſt dear Pupil (this is a 
„ 1 Title which: 1: defire you will keep up) 
* think, I ſay, in what a Situation I am. l fluc- 
* tuate betwixt Joy and Sorrow. You know bow 
ly I have wiſh'd for your Liberty. At 


** paſſionate 

1 — you have it. So much the better: I 
„ mould have purchaſed it with my own. But 
* what Pain has it given me, and I forefee will 
continue to give me? It is without any Deſign 
1 « ar 
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* of Art that 1 lay myſelf open to you, ſuch as 


„Jam. My Sincerity and the Prag weg of my 

Heart are not unknown to you. I uſe no ee 

© caution7for,: juſtiſying my different Cayit mich, 2 

00 have paſſionately deſired to loſe. you; I habe loſt 

6. you, and am now on the Rack. I often think ori 

« M0 Contrariety, - yet cannot abſolutely 'condemti 
t ; and do you, my worthy Friend, kindly excuſe 


- 2 I ſhall th hon love vou with the utmoſt 


6 Tendenz; and, during my Life, ſhall ee 
« infinitely in every Thing 1 makes ſor 
q Happineſs. | Your} Virtue, your Courage, 
% made me entirely yours. 80 many other fire 
755 ; Welden of which I had ſo near a View, make 
+ me continually lament my Wretchedneſs, but 
© will alſo make me ever remember that he who 
* has once loved you, muſt never gi ve over. 2 
ei be careful of your Health. Yeſterday's Buſi 
„ had not the belt Effect on mine. The different 
« Motions in which -I was agitated cauſed me 
„ ſuch a Night, that I would not wiſh to the 
a 992 of my Enemies, l 8 t Care of your 
Fi ; 


Two. Dat after, I 20K Leave to take a Journey 
to Paris, for brioging away many. Things I — 
left at the Baſtile was extreamly i r for 
ſeeing my hearty Friends again, and eſpecially. to 
have ſome Talk with the Chevalier De Menil, 
to whom I ſent Advice of "wy Excurſion in the 
HITS Billet ; 97 


4 | 5 OE E T. 
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« 17 I — 4 . 
gin. .B7 5 5 1 * ; of B ＋. N 
4 * *; 


| Ar W vals: ene luden Diluppoint- 
LA wen bil, out; 1 hope, by next Monday, 
© to © dong ee, and there we will come 
1 to a right Underſtanding, for my Mind and Heart 
are full. In the mean Time, er is Cer» 
e of my 
„ preſent Situation, not What 1 think ; ſor you 
Ka would conetude'my Mind to be diſordered:  How- 
ever, it is no more than the Effect of the continual 
6 Watchings, to which 1 have been oblig'd ever 
© fince Return. Never have 1 hitherto _ 
* ſuch a of r 
0 do not receive ſrom ſome E. 
„ SatiefaFtion 1 want, TR RT RO ein 
"" "ing do m 


Ten exe Day * a es: Madame De 
Griew, at La Preſentation. She was in an Extacy 
of Joy at ſeeing me. In the Parlour I found the 
Conadee De Menil, who, far from any ſuch Rap- 
tures, betrayed Guilt and Confuſion. I was my- 
ſelf ſtruck with his Looks, as from them I augured 
a total Change. 

HE began to plead the bad State of his Cir- 
* N occaſioned by ſelling an Eſtate, which 
he had unneceſſarily parted with for an Annuity. 
His Fondneſs for * Kind of Income, plainly 
ſhew'd that he had never any other Thoughts 
than of living for himſelf. The Veil, which — 
more or leſs Thickneſs had till then covered my 
Eyes, now dropped off; before me I ſaw the 4 5 


into 
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imo which I had thron myſelf, by a haſty Cre- 
dulity. In order at once to ſhake” off my Illufion, 
I ask'd him, where were his former Intentions ? 
He told me, that he was as defirous* of executing 


them as ever; that he was very far from having 
renounced” em, but that ſuſpended t 


b they muſt be till 
it was ſeen what Turn Affairs would take; that, in 


the mean time, as he had mentioned in my Letter, he 


would go to Switzerland (this was to ſee the Mar- 
chioneſs D' Avaray, whoſe Husband was Embaſſador 
there, and from "whom he pretended” great Ex- 
pectations:) This, he ſaid,” could not be diſpenſed 
with 3 but how preat/ſoever his Deſires might be of 
ſeeing that Lady, he was ſtill more defirous of 


being at a Diſtance from me. However diſguſted 


| was wich him, 1 was not for returning without 
ſpeaking once more to him. I told him, that my 


Stay at Paris would be for two Days, and that T 


was with Madame De Real, my moſt intimate 


Friend, Madame De Grien's Niece, where he might 
find me the next Day in the Afternoon. 


- ArTERWARDS Twent round amongſt my Friends, 
from whom it may be ſuppoſed I mer with à better 
Reception, yet I'remember nothing of it! The Grief 
which had abſorbed my Soul, rendered it incnpable 
of admitting any other Sentiment. I was at the 
Baſtile, as that had been the Object of my Journey. 
Here I found my worthy Lieutenant, de jected and 
ind iſpoſed; but of what we ſaid to each other, I have 
not the leaſt Remembrance. 1 do not fo much 4s 
know whether we had any particular Diſcourſe; all 
I recollect is, that I gave him à little Piece, 


which at his repeated Entreaties, I had made a 
„ $14 


1 A 3 Es 7. . 9 Sketch 


S [Mrgſmworx's of: \! 
Sketch of et confived, To it was annexed this 
N of ö 8 


fi 


TIWARI TY 


8 Po) 13 
| Mu. De Maiſonrouge. | | 
Mer Kl to you, Sir, that F chat 
Freedom of Mind which I enjoyed in my 
9 ä it is no more than juſt that the Fruits 
4 2 of it ſhould be dedicated to you. The Worth 
c of: them, except the Neceſſity, is ſo ſlender, that 
I ſcarce dare preſent my Offering, which conſiſts 
q * of ſome RefleQions, of which none are carried to 
their proper Extent; and collectively they fall ſhort of 
©* the propoſed Scope of the Work. This is indeed 
©* but a ſmall Fragment. I cannot plead either Hurry 
* or Want of Leiſure; the only Excuſes of the 
Brevity and Imperſection of 3 Writing, are that 
Supinity and Indolence which are bred and gather 
ps „ Strength in Solitude. If you are pleaſed to re- 
> ;, Ceive it as a Teſtimony of my Confidence in you, 
" ani of the Acknowledgements which I owe to the 
© many. Favours you have done me, it will be an 
« additional one; of which, as of all the others 
1 ſhall preſerve an eternal Remembrance. $1 


| Tan TranſaQions — the-Remainder of the Dey are 
uite out of my Mind, The next Morning Monfieur 
De Silly paid me a Viſit at Madame De Rial 
expreſſing à deal of Joy at ſeeing me again, a and 
no leſs Applauſe of my Conduct. I again jaunted 
away the Day, and came Home early, _— 


a 


» 
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De Real was gone io the Opera, I had declined 
going with her, and would not allow her to ſtav 
at home to keep me Company. I promifed myſelf 
a more intereſting Paſtime. I watted continuilly 
for the Chevalier De Menil, who did not come. 
It was the Impreſlion of this torturing Evening, 
which ſtruck out of my Memory what had imme- 
diately preceded, and what follow'd it. There is 
no Part of my Life that I can compare to this. Me- 
nil's Infidelity I now ſaw as confeſs d; I ſaw that he 
even no longer obſer vd any Decency or good Mannets 
towards me; and, what gave the keeneſt Edge to 
my Deſpair, was that Lat the fame Timé ſaw that, 
perfidious as he was, 1 could not tear my Hear 
from him. N 21 A # Po ny 2 l 4 5 6 
Map De Real, on her return home, findin 
-. re a Diforder of rr: 3 we ke al 
Thi ore in me, though we had ſpent Part of ou 
Bien together in the moſt intimate Confidence, 
could not be eaſy till ſhe knew what had thrown 
me into ſuch a violent Agony. I open'd the Aﬀair 
to her, and related the whole Adventure; and 1 
found ſome Conſolation in pouring forth my Heatr 
to one, who loved me with ſo tender an Affection. 
F had, in ſome Meaſure, brought her up, and. con- 
ſider'd her as my Daughter: Befides, ſhe' was in 
herſelf a moſt amiable Creature; eaſy, good temper'd, - 
ſenſible, a great deal of Wit, without knowing it; 
and of Beauty, without any Intent of pleafins, .. 
Tuoven my Converſation. with her hed a lite 
eaſel me, I paſſed the Night in an Agitation, which 
was not teliev'd by one Indtatt of Sleep. At Day- 
break 1 wrote to the Chevalier De Menil. 


Aaz | Ry 


Hr came, to Madame De Real before 1 went 
away. His Failure the Night before had, it ſeems, 
been occafioned only by a Miſtake, being told at 
the Door that I was gone ont. In. fine, there he 


was not to blame, but in many other Reſpects ſo 


much, that I was but little better pleaſed, as 1 
ſigniſied to him in my Letters, after my Return 
Ar the ſame, Time I recei s d a Letier ſrom Nla- 
dame De Lauvrap, informing me, that my Want 
of Leiſure for dreſſing myſelf and enquiring into the 
Faſhions, excuſed her Forwardneſs in ſending me 
the Patterns. With this Leiter was brought a Box, 
in which I found a Woman's Dreſs from Head to 
Foot, with all the ſeveral Appendages, and the 
Whole in the moſt elegant Ta 
* an Attention, and at a Juncture when it was 
0 ſeaſonable. very much affected me. Al the 
Cloaths which I had ſent me in my Confinement 
were quite worn out, that at my Releaſement I may 
fay 1 was all in Rags. I now. found myſelf brilliantly 
\ . equippd by the Care of a Friend, whoſe Generoſity 
1 have not been able to acknowledge any further than 
by a grateful Remembrance, retained till this awful 
_ "Time, when I am pafling into a Forgetfulneſs of 
all ſublunary Concerns. © + | 
_. AFTER my Diſcharge from Priſon, I found ſuf- 
ficient Notice taken of me, My ſmall Share in an 
Intrigue, which made ſo much Noiſe, imparted 
'a Kind of Luſtre to me. The ſteady Conſiſtency 
of my Behaviour acquired me greater Applauſe, than 
the little Conflict it put me to in Reality de- 
ferved : But our Actions cannot be eſtimated by 
thetr intrinfick Sources, theſe not being known; it 5 
8 the 


aſte imaginable, So 
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the Poſition in which they are exhibited to the pub- 
lick Eye, chat deter mines their Value, Ibe Warmth 
df my former Friends, pleaſed with this Kind of 
Succeſs, re vi ved. Many Perſons, to u hom I was 
not known, fought my Ace oaintance; and I might 
have ſwam in Pleaſures; had not the wretched Poi- 
fon, with which my Heatt was imbibed, hardened 
it againſt any Grat ifications. 

Il che mean time the Dutcheſs'Du Matte was 
ſtil under extreme Uneaſineſs, with which I could 
better ſympathize,” than have joined in her Diverſions. 
Nang Perſons kept away from her, for fear of giving 
to the Regent, with whom, notwithſtand- 
ing the apparent Reconciliation, ſhe was thought 
nor te be on good Terms; and ſhe herſelf was not, 
ar that Time, very fond of Company. The Car- 
#inal Dr Poliznac and Male ſſeu were Ai at the 
* Places of their Exile; but what afflicted her above 
every Thing, was, that the Duke Dn Maine per- 
. in ſtaying at Un "y, and would nor ſce her. 
Me ſent to her à Propofal to name a Sum ſor the 
Expenee” of her Houſhold, and ſhe to have the 
Management in her own Hands; bur the would hear 
of nothing which tended towards a Continnanoe of 
this ki wn Separation. On the comrary, every 
Means that could be thought of the employed to bring 
about a Reconcilement, * The Princeſs Dowager, 
and every Body who had Acceſs to the Duke, were 
entreated to join their good Offices; and to work 
upon him through his Conſcience, "ſhe em loyed 
the Cardinal De Noailles, fo diſtinguiſh'd or his 
Moderation, and for every other Chriſtian Virtue. 
Tus Duke Du Maine, thus urged on all Sides, 
could not refuſe at leaſt an Interview; which was 
5 A 3 held 
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held. at the Country- Houſe of Monfieur Zandais, 


Secretary o the Ordnance. The Duke came thither, 


and the Princeſs brought the Dutcheſs Du Maine. 


She exetted all her engaging Graces and Politeneſs, 


but. they had not the Effect on the Duke's Mind 
which ſhe expected. 4 the Cafe had been only | 


a mere Diſcontent; there would not have been that 
Obduracy in his R&uRance:;z but a determined Re- 
ſentment is to be overcome only by ſuch Reaſons 
as demonſtrate the Impropriety and Diſad vantage 
of it: And this at lengih he was brought to ſee, 


| and became reconciled. -. 


ITnvs be retumed to Sunn, and than lived 
nearly as uſual, ſtill prepoſſeſſed that great Caut ions 
were to be obſer ved. To this Intent, when Monſieur 


Maleſieu return d from Exile, be ſent him a mild 


Intimation not to come imo his Prefence. The 


Duke had ſeitled on him and his Poſterity the abſo- 
Lute Property of the Eſtate of Chatenay, which had, 
on that Occaſion, been diſmembered from the Barony 
of Seaux, and there he remained with his Family. 


The Dutcheſs Du Maine bore this Abſence very 


impatiently, and all her Relief was a continual In- 
tercourſe of Letters, without ever going to Charger 


na in Perſon. ö 


* | * e N i 
| Mapanz De Maleſieu, his Spouſe, had follow'd | 
him in his Exile, and continued with him evey 
fince his Return. She was Governeſs to Mademoi- 


ſelle Ds Maine, whom it was thought proper to 
leave at Cbaillot Convent, till every 'Thing was 
again brought to its uſual Courſe, © . 


Tus Cardinal De Polignac, at his Abb of 
Aunc bin, being under no leſs Fears than the _ 4; 
Sy gt a4 1434 | 155 111. TP 4 Is. 


: * 
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Du Maine, durſt not entertain the leaſt Corre- 
ſpondence with the Dutcheſs Du Maine, which left 


of che didactic Muſe; in which he ſo much de- 


lighted, and applied to the moſt excellent Purpoſes. 
The Dutcheſs, in the mean time, was very ſollicitous 
for vindicating: her Conduct to him. For this ſne 


availed herſelf: of Madame De Chambomas, who 


was going to Flanders, to write, and by whom ſhe 
ſent him a Copy of her Declaration. He would not 
ſo much as caſt an Eye upon the Papers, till a Perſon, 
to whom he referred them, aſſured him he might 
read them over without Danger. Though he muſt 
neceſſarily ſee, in the attentive Peruſal of that Piece, 


how much the Dutcheſs Du Maine labours to 


palliate every Particular relative to him, and 
ought. to have taken it kindly” of her; yet hto 
a puſillanimous Fear, which in ſome Meaſure throws 
a Shade over the Dignity of his Poeſy, he could not 
be brought to any further Commerce with her: And, 
at his Return, only paid her a frivolous Viſit of 
Ceremony. He even refuſed (ſuch Timidity had 
Puniſhment impreſſed on him) to be preſent at the 
Marriage of the Marquis De Chambonnas with Ma- 
demoiſelle De Ligne, to which he had been invited 
as a Relation, becauſe the Ceremony was performed 
at the Dutcheſs Du Maine's Houſe in the Arſenal, 
and ſhe was to be there 
SOMETIME after; the Demiſe of the Pope calling 
him to Nome, he came to take his Leade of her, 
and ſeemed free and open; and, at going away, 
aſſured her that ſhe ſhould often hear from him; 
that, when he returned, he would reaſſume the Be- 
haviour of a true Friend, of which he had o_ 
- | g mitte 


144 . 


mitted th Dae, 40 void gi 
the Regent,” Theſe — —— _ 
Bear kept its Aſoandaney, and the” Dutcheſs” heard 
+ ener "gre we e M n rds 2:40 
In the mean time this Princeſs gradually roſe to 
ber full Liberty, and they who had kept away 
tom hetz either willingly or by Oomputſon, now 
erowdet about her. Mfaleſcu returned to Seavs. 
She ſuw Company, without Reſtriction. She went 
| 1 when ſhe woald, and ſtayed as long as ſhe 
Le eee 
che Ker all his ents, the only 
Trace of their Misfortunes Sh the Degradation from 
his Rank 4 to this likewiſe he was rr 
the Miniſtey of che Cardinal De Neury. 

80 after ee e from the Paſtile, -11oRt 
my Miter: ' Sbe had, for a long Time, been in a 
Convert 3 and befiles many body Pains, bur indif- 
ferently provided for. Though I ſearce knew her, 
I-was very. much; concerned for her ; and the more, 
a L. ao was beginning to ſee _ a Siet 

to afford her a more liberal Relief 
Bron my Commitment te- the ben., Mon- 
fieur ' De Vualinsourt had brought 20 inted 
wit 9 oi ack and Madame Bari. He had 
even 


* Born i in rn died i in 1922; Studied OY r Tae 
EN Faben, or rather Laney, le Feure, who was then 
fo inſtrocking his Daughter. Monſieur Dacier was 
churmed Wich tie young mY fine Qualities, and their 
laetmatton” for Study was the Source of that mutual 
nen, which laſted, hore any Interruption, 
the ferry Years of their Marriage. He pub- 


| Li's dune of the Claſhclks ad nf Delphini ; was a Mem- 


ber 


1 - " 6 
a— A i ai 


Derr 


been ſmartly attacked by Madame Dacier 5 
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even admitted me to an Entertainment,' which 


gave for. recorciling the Ax TrIENTS with the Mo- 
pERNS$, La Morte &, at the Head of the latter, had 
whom be 


— 


1 ? 


ber of the Academy of Inſcriptions, likewiſe of the 
French Academy, and afterwards'choſen its perpetual 
Secretary. When the Medallick Hiſtory of Lecis XIV. 
was finiſhed; Monſieur Dacier had the Honour of pre- 
ſeuting it to His Majeſty, who know ing the great Share 
he had in it, ſettled on him a Penſion of 'T'wo Thow- 
ſand Livres, and nominated him his Läbrarian. In his 
Manners, Behaviour and Sentiments, he exhibited a per- 
fect Model of the ancient Philoſophy, of which he was 
a great Admirer ; and which he improved, by the Rules 
and Principles of Chriſtianity. ' f. 

8 Born ka 1672, died 1931. Was brought up to the 
Law; afterwards totally addicted himſelf to Poetry and 
Plays. The Miſcarriage of his firſt Piece, call'd The 
Originals, chagrined him ſo that he retired to a very au- 
ſte re Life in an Abbey; but his Fervour being evapo- 
rated in a few Months, he returned to Paris and wrote 
for the Stage 'till his Death, before which he loſt his 
Sight. His Tranſlation of the Iliad does him no great 


I Born about the ſame Year as Monſieur Dacier, who 
marry'd her in 1683. In 1674 ſhe publiſh'd Flors in uſum 


Delphini. Queen Chriſtina wrote Her a Letter, to induce . 


her io quit the Proteſtant Religion, and invited her to her 
| * with very conſiderable Offers. On her Marriage 
me immediately made known to the Great Boſfſuet, the 
Deſign ſhe had for ſome Time entertained of returning 
to the Romiſh,Chuxch ;z but Monſieur Dacier not being yet 
convinced of the Neceſſity of ſuch a Change, they re- 

tired to examine the Controverſy betwixt the Proteſtants 

and Papiſts ; and determing for the latter, in 1685 me 

v7 OK 40 their 


* 
** 


% 


NMI OIAs OM 

rd with equal Politeneſs and 1 Their 
| wy aving, for a long Tin been the Eu- 
es of 3 gs . chi the 1 5 


ned, W The immortal 
, went round, and all was well. 


7 5 Fi 


/ 'Monar2v k and Madame Dacier had been greatly 


—— at my lenpriſonment, and gave: me fuch 
Marks of it as were in their Power. At my Deli- 


n expreſs d no leſs Pleafure; and Monſieur 


2 though over- whelwed wich Affliction for 


ngerous neſs of his e wrote me a Letter 
e He bb * i 


"the asc Neem, and 

chat celebrated Wom an, ſo ex- 

a wake erin, ee was ſuch as . 
1 "TR 5 om 


een This ed by conſi- 
derable Favours from Lewis XIV. She died in 1922, 
more eſteemed for her Viriue, Firmneſs, Benevolence 
and Equanimity, chan for her eminent Learning and 
Intellects Her chief Works are a- Tranſlation of Ho- 
mer s Iliad and 8 with Notes; and of Plutarch, 
. „ rr Of Anacreon Part of Plauſtut, 


hanes. She bad alſo compoſed Obſer vation 


kn ev — s; which; apogee n urged to pub- 
liſh, —— ——— Was, 

** read the Scripture, and meditate on ir as a Rule of 
% Conduct; but that, agreeable to St. Paul's Precept, 
ſhe ſhould keep Silence It muſt not be omitted, 
that on hey. Marriage a young Len owuplimgenced 
EW _ Bitch: 


- « Nen minor — 1 non minor Auna Patre.” 


hat a Woman ſhould | 
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of 67 +. 
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* 
ſo much lamented: '' Six Weeks after I wit to fo 
in the Dutcheſs's Name ; and, in his Anfwer, "there 
was ſtill the fame Degree of Senfibility as in tHe Heft 
Moments of his Loft. I truly pirred him, and ehen, 


him, 
| u; you muft 
* marry again. Bltfs me ! cried he, where Hal F 
„ Mademoiſelle De Launay, atfwer'd I, He ap- 
peated quite ſtruck ;" and, after ſorne Pauſe, reply d, 
„She is the onty one in the World. with whom I 
* could M, a *who' wontd mor injure the 
* Memory of Madame Dicier, "The Marſhal and 1, 
, ſeeing him ſtagger, jointly puſh d-rhe”Overtare, 
„ and have entirely * him to liſten to it, 
« He thall matry 50. Tie is «famous Man and 
* has Money, and yen will ſurceed an illuſtrious 
«© Woman: There will be Hopour ard Ad vantage 
** too in this Match” That I was well convinced 
of, and oy great Acknowledpemients of the 
Care which ſhe was ſtill Pleafed to take of a Provi- 
ſion for me. She aſſured me thut ſhe — 
0 7 . 


98 MIN o bas * " 
the Aﬀair cloſe, bring it to, a good Ine: Hows 
ver, n ell out ; the Dutcheſs went a 

1 Bea » Where Diverſions ſuper 

is nf Ao N it to Moofieur D De 
n 4 * of it, and took more 
ing it — He was 
ithmate EA Monſieur og {hap a A og of 
alents and Diſpoſitions, and eafil out of him 
what the Dutcheſs De 1a. Ferte h a He own'd 
that the, * though ops lightly thrown, bad 
4 Wag. mpreſſiop on him, and that ps ſince 
is: De = been chiefly taken up about the 
eans 2 Views acceptable to me. 
nfieur De auf undertook to break the 

Affair to me, Fate to let him know my, Inclinations. 
Ax unſurmountable Love of Freedom and Quiet, 
bad made me ſot a long Time deſirous of whatever 
could procure me both. Monfieur, De Yalincourt 
was to carry a favourable Anlcher, d dependant however 

on the Duke and Dutcheſs Du Maine's Conſent, 
-— Pry vs, N overjoyed at this happy Be- 
ginnin me the Propoſals which Monſieur 
55 lincou me to him, of dining with him 
on me the it Time I ſhould be at Liberty to 
come. to Parts, and be would int him of it. 
This took, Place ſoon after.” We had a great deal 
80 Talk, in ny he aſſured me of his Readineſs 

do every W his Power for me, teferri 

15 me only the of obtaining the Duke. an 


utchels's Contest. 0 
Pn Fog hs bad poking of. "Madame Datitr's 
Merit, ving again with a Perſon 


hom be e ee, inflamed ,Monfieur Dacier 


wah a Kind of Paſſion for me, more vivacious than 


ſeemed 


24 ey ee nk EE ho IE 4+ 253 oe Wo AG 4 
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dee Engagement; and 1 
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ned to comport with his Age, and Condition, 
As his Gr if, and the Melancho y reſulting from it, 
were infupportable, the More neceflary did. the So- 
lacement + 5 now . preſented itſelf 8 bim, 
cluding the 


d even 4 juvenile Ardour for con- 

the Engagement which he had prqjecded. 

He brought to Monſieur De Valincourt's a State 
of his Subſtance, the Whole of Which was to come 
to me; and he {hew'd, that it amounted to near 
Twenty - five 'Thouſand Crowns, excluſive of his 


* 
. 


a at the Louvre and his Penſions, Part 
of which he thought there would be no Difficulty in 
ſecuring for me, The Duichels De la Ferte, at 
her Return, had again ſet the Affair in Motion, and 
mentioned this Article to the Dutcheſs Oe Ven- 
tadour, to the Biſhop of Frejus, at that Time the 
King's Preceptor, FA. to the Marſhal De Villercy, 
who all promiſed to obtain the Favour, as it was 
to facilitate an Affair ſo unavimouſly approved. \ 
Abl that now remained, was the Dutcheſs, Du 
Maine's Conſent ; but, at the firſt Mention of the 
Overture, ſhe, took Fire; ſaid, that I was neceflar 

to her, and that ſhe could not coufent to a Settle- 
ment which deprived her of me. Though of ſuch 
great Advantage to me, 1 was, not for accepting it 


nNcys 


againſt, her Will ; neither could 1 with Dece 
nor without forfeiting the Rewards of a long Service. 
Lask d for Time, ia order gradually to gain upon her 
Mind, and bring her to conſent to this Separation ; 
which, yet I myſelf. 
nei 


e thiok, of without 
r a Creamy Fond. of 1h 
Me 1 : 10 otra $47 
b. wide, Je dt lo g 


ſome Keluctange, 


an Affair too good ti 
as to be hurry d. 
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InCENSE as I was 7 the Chevalier 
Menil, my former Sentimen ill ſecretly worked 1p 
che Bottom of my Heat, nd Aang eo ugterbalanced why 
" heft Intereſts. e new. Paff! jon which had riſci 


im, during his Exile in An ſou, for that Female 


Relation of his whom he ridiculed to me, only let me 
into his Ficklenefs, without exciting the leaſt Jeu? 
touſy, His Journey to Switzerland, and his ſeven 
or eight Months Stay there ſoon after my Diſcharge, 
though, chrovgh all my Piſſimulation in this Ref ſpect 
ke ſaw the extreme Grief it gave me, convince, 

that 1 had no longer any Share in bis Heart. 195 


| Return, with another Journey into Auſou, not leſs to 


avoid me than to be again with my worthleſs Rival; 

his Coldnefs and Confuſion 73( ſaw him, in the 
Interval of theſe Journies; the Acknowledgement of 
Kis Change, which he made at my peremptory De- 
mand; his total Renunciation of any Claim to me: 
Theſe did indeed give me à Right to diſpoſe of my- 


ſelf, without his Conſent ot Knowledge, but had not 


excited" in me the Power of doing ſo on the firſt 
ſal of 'a_new En hen, thar I could not 
2 ſounding his Thoughts * wit. to him in 
jon, as. he then was. © 
wat (164 Anftret was like thoſe ieee Oraeles, 
He different Meauiags of which may always be gc- 
comtmodated to a Conftruftion ac dle to what is 
deſited. I faw in it a Concern at loſing me, ſome 


diſtant Hopes of a Renewal; the Whole Tichl) 


erous Preference of m 


ilded over with <A 
| By er Conſideration ;, In fine, 


rity, to 
more er e Ea than. 15 Ut Time paſt; and, 
Truth in if. gh 


. there. e 


is 


reren 
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| 18 nothing ſo indifferent 15202 one does not endeavour 


to with-hold, when we ate loſing 
"Taz. Wa Du Maine, W Return from 
Coufinement yd before my Releaſe, had been in- 
forwed of my. Connection nem the Chevalier De 
Tenul, and biz 0 Intent ions; and, when I 
came do Haun, talked of them with ſome Slight. 
The danke ige which” er her to cqun- 
tenance them, {> 0555 She forbid me ſeeing him 
at her Houſe, 9 87 Jour 6 his Proſcription was 
not yet quite taken off, aud ſcemed to ſet herſelf 
againſt whatever 1 might ask on that Head. I 
could ably ſe that all {he meant was to keep 
me with ber: "Jt when ſhe came 40, hear of Monſ. 
Dacier's Offers, it turged her Mid in. Favour of my 
former” ttlement. he tald we, that ſhe 
wilked. 1 ighc take Place that the Times had nat 
lowed of ber promoting ie that now The was der 
livere 5 from ſuch Circumſpection; that 1f I preferred 
y former Views, to thoſe which then offered them 
wen might, be red of her n 45 
would:ithe ware willi wap 
1 5 in this, as it wo 1d not. remove 7 0 * 
And be "beliges, it ſeemed to her infinitely — 
No me, than ide Mich in 1 She 
ho entered. into Particulars 3 10 0. \ thatconkderable 
Vacancies might fall out in th uke Du Maine's 
Houſhold ; that they could not be better lled, 
chan by my Chevalier; that they would make uf 
any Deficiency of his Fortune, and take away all his 
Pretenves For cluding his Engagements with me, 


Hav I bee u. gude el ly by my own Lights, 
Vowever a th wy: may 
diſcovered the 


[ ſhould ealily have 
47 ; Paſlion, ee blind, +4 


eee 

me into it: Yet, under all my Waverings, 1 kept off 
for ſome Time. Deference to the Counſels of my 
Friends buoyed me up. Monſieur De Valincourt 
und Madame De Real were continually repreſenting 


— 


to me the conſiderable Ad vantages of my Settlement 


with Monſieur Dacier; the Independency and For- 
tune which would, at leaſt, accrue to me hereafter, 
and urged me to conclude it. The Marchioneſs 
De Lambert *, perhaps, being a ſtaunch Modern, 
from Diſlike to a Chief of the oppoſite Party, gave 
me a doleful Deſcription of the Life I ſovld Read 
with Monſteur Dacier. What will you do,” 
- faid ſhe, with a Man, who makes ſuch a Parade 
% of his Greek ? and much he'll look upon you, who 
% know not a Word of it.” e 
lx the mean time Monſieur Dacier ſollicited 
ſeveral Perſohs, to intercede with the Duke and 
Dutcheſs Dau Maine for their Confent. Madame 
De  Chiverny, one of bis Patronefles, defired her 
Royal Highneſs the Duicheſs of Orleans to ſpeak to 
the Datcheſs Du Maine. © The Prince of Conti, to 
whom he had Acceſs alſo, ſpoke in his Behalf. 80 
many various Means unſucceſsfully employed di- 
vulged the Affair that it became publickly known, 
and it was alſo generally approved of. Innumerable 
were the Compliments paid to me, and even to the 
Dutcheſs Du Maine, who plainly indicated how 
little acceptable they were to her. 


* 


lug mir + + Jon 
Was finely educated by her Father-in-Law, who 
early perceived her admirable Genius. Her Houſe was 
a Kind of Academy, where Perſons of Letters, uſed to 


meet. Her Advice to a Son and ＋ ates is much eſleem- 
ed. Died at Paris, 1733; aged 86. 88 
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1 vert te e Monteur Dacier n and then, 
ce! . onfleur De Valingoutt's ot ladame De' 
Reat's. He often writ to me, and its mote and 
more defitous bf concluding'our Uion ; particularly 
I had once a Covetſation with him, when he towed: 
an Eagerneſs which made me draw back. I then le 
the N of a Husband with W 2 118 
Fondiiefs which. One cannot bring 
17 „ to Paris, and end e A Tt 15 8 
nvition. © The Datcheſs Du "Maki" ue un- 
Eno ingly. took Advamage of it, in a. Converfation 
we had on this JubjeR, and in which J gave ond 
She began with a Preamble full of Kindneſs ; 
tiating” on the Uſe 1 'was of tb: her 3 what 2 "+ 
y. going away, would; put ker to, conſequently 
| What a Vexation it would be to het ; and at len th, 
ſaid .to me, To be ſute you have. not an un 
% mountable, Incl inat lon for Monſieur Dacier: 5 
** tereſt is the Whole, Pray, what are the Emo- 
* lyaients he propoſes to yau *I gaye her the 
Particulars of them. That's but a ſmall Matter. 
FP) can and will do 2 {Beat deal more for you; | 
w 0 facrifice to me chis u equal Match. Conſider * 
5 % on it.. Madam, atifiee od [, ** to. you'l have | 
«pw mylelf, and will not ſell m Le elſe-where. | 
am at your Highneſs's, Diſpoſal.“ . Well,” fe. | 
20, ne, think: no more on your Scholar, and - 
pill think of making your Life as pleaſant and 
) | 7 28 poſſible,” In Reality, ſhe heaped uncx- 
| d Favoprs, on me; took me with her in ber 
ite her Parties or Pleafure ; and, very few 
4 Things excepted, uſed me Ll the Ladies 1 her 
. Houlhold, 
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Now died... ia... At: 
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rn De Valincourt was very. much diſ- 

2 I ſhovld recede ſo giddily, and without 

y of a, Proviſion, I imagined that what 

L . Lies would, on that Account, be the better 

taken; yer | might have; known that the Diflipation- 

of Pleaſures, or Attention to higher Objects, 855 
Princes from remembring theſe Kind of Thivgs.” 

Tn1s zealous Friend laboured to NR adi; 
that what 1 had ag td to the Dutcheſs Dy, Maine was. 
u more than a i bur Mew and was ſtill for 
proſecuting the 9 t Monſieur Dacier, who. 
at the Beginning of i it had threatening IIlneſs upon 
him, found himſelf unable to fulfil his Views; and, in 
his Turn, asked a Demor,. I went to ſee him. He 
immediately leſt the Academy where he then Was, 
aud came up very faſt; but could ſcarce utter 4 
Mord, being almoſt ſuffocated by the. Diſtemper in 
bis Throat: Yet he ſtruggled hard to expreſs” a 
mighty AﬀeRion for me, N ſtill hoped to ſpend his, 
Life wih me. 'Thobph he ſeemed to me in a very, 
bad Way, 1525 infinitely ſurprized he, wo Days: 
aker, 1 heard of his Death. Many faid he ought. 
to have pr eorigere me in bis Wilf; 1 don't now 
whether 1 had not myſelf ſome line Thor 
which looked Aber Way. N FL Ge —— 

Tus Ducheſs Du Maint eu: linle . 

4 this News, and ſignified d we that it Ee 

in extreme Corset 70 Na ve bindered' me em- 
brieing the Advantages the had propoſed o me. I. 
was forty for him more from bis known Eſteem of 
me, than from the faint Hopes had of our Union, 
Now 1 * ſee = for m0 Fault hy of com- 
mitted, in letting flip ſo fair an pn pro- 
curing Quiet an Fieedam-. 
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or n0 Excuſe, and we never ſaw each other but 


| 2 and the always r me in a ; 
correſpondeut to my great Eſteem: of ber. 
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. Den De Menil, nom returned from 

was: more indifferent to me than 
20 ha 7a he paid 74 I perceived io be 
Fg math: againſt the Grain, that I plainly told him he 
was. welcome to diſpenſe with ibhem. He made little 


accidentally. ; | ſometimes at Madame De. anon , 
a Relation of {bis whoſe Ac . cultivated a8 
a. Perſon, of ſolid Acoompl and an amiable 


Rs other Relation from Aujou, ſo different from 
this, came: to Paris, He boarded. her with the above 
Lady, and became enamoured of her 10 an Exteſs,. 


chat it pub a Town Talk, He was defirous 1 ſhould. 


2 e RY might think it Tg ay of 
$ for I cannot imagine that to 
make * of the Sacrifice he made to —— 
However it be, he preyailed on het to make the A 
Advances ; t 'which. f anſwered in the uſual. Way, 
that er, . ſeem to treat her differently. fr 
w - oth _ haps. alſo, Was not ſorry. to hehold 

Rock-od. which [el tad been wrecked. She writ. 
85 and me: when I, could come to Paris, 

en Manger D De Menil's. with Monſient De 

Fontenelle, - ad ſama others of. my Friends. * 
and ſaw ber. I thought bet, as ſhe was, ell 
1 and Log her Di A. : 
and Behaviour quite Coy hs. 1 the ſame 
to others. My_moſt ſo] Gn was, to ſee the 


powerful Charm which had alienated. that Axtach- 


ment | had ſo highly valued, and now. I ſeriouſly 
detexmined to obliterate the melancholy a x ge 
of it. Among the Diſtractions which occurred, ther 
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kom! Idol De Sy occupied de thief place 
in my Mind. I have 'notfeed;*thar * ing the 
Buſtile he was oon with me; ee Ke Luſtre 
which that Copficement Had "given me, was not in- 
different to him. He ſooghr me out when I Lache 
td Pais, and was wir ne more than ever. At 
the Time his entite Soul * Was taken e 
Paſfton for au Object, more diſtingwäſhed for Wat 
= Benuty. In bis high Opinion of her Merit, he- 
eee chat fhe was incapable of Weaknefs For 
other than himſelf, This Victor gained, over 
iftve which had ſeldom come in his Way, inffamed 
His Sentiments beyond other Charms to Which he was. 
more 8 This Work of his 1 = won 
he Was every Day decorating v with the mo ord- 
_— Allurements ; but che more briffiant Npfiops 
tte, the cbre denkt fs the Cataſtrophe of mem. 
Bens, or imagined, that this Woman, 25 whom he 
Goriceived hitmfelf che ſole "Favourite, ' beſtowed, 2 
Sundl Lock alſo on others. As 'the Vexation 
him was infupportahle, he opened i it 0 . 
er wick hie 1 toka This 


Geber 5 difpl N e 2 0 
fee him gi which it 112 
be of to e my ace I told h 


. 15 jo him N ineline me to hes: 
Mien reſate His Diſquictudes, and the Cauſe he had for 
bei ” under” ſvob Provble,” but 2 8 8 of 
| | fuld al- me to go ther; thar 
being in 'every Reſpe 5 Faw t for 
a ebe &fs in Queſtion, 1 'was ſu 3 Ys 1 
think of bringing me into it. 
by the Friendſhip which T had ever Mow e 
Kut io hear him, 1 conſented, which was no wal 
Matter 5 


Terms, 1 to 
was a -frefh Perplexity for wording his Refuſal, and 


0 
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Matter z for be had ſo many, Things to ſay 


and indeterminate, and with: ſo; many . 1. | 


that I myſelf wonder'd how I could 12 TS out. 
ofa ts was not all; he uſed to write me Letters 
Length to frighteo. me, that unqueſtionabl. 
his Paſſion was very violent. However, he reſolve 
to ſacrifice it 0 his Vanity, which he — 
be 1 This Defign he alſo communica 
I told him to int well of it; and, = 
. perceived bim to be pretty well fixed, I became 


more free of my Counſels, as I might with more 


Decency take Cognizance of Ruptures. This he was 
for beginning with a Letter, of which he inſtautly 
requeited me to give him a Model, his Mind being 
too agitated. to write with Regularity; and the Tran- 
quillity of mine was not a leſs Im iment in. | Soda 

out ſomething” to ſay: Yet, willing to 2 ney him, 
—. perhaps, though without any Pretenſi efirous 
of detaching bim from one m 1. did” not like 


his loving, I compoſed a Letter, which he approved 


of. - He copied it, and ſent it to the Lady; abs 
"was exaſperated.. at it, and, in the .moſt,, 
bim. He would not. 5 — 


a new Entreaty to me that I would alſo furviſh — 
with this Piece. This drew on 3 


embarked, there was no ſtopping. _ A. 57 — 1 gra 
„a8 


Rank and Celebrit was privy to this 


The pretended, N wy into it to ſave AN Friend 9 


eputation, and guar her from her own Impru- 
dence, 


Monsizvs_ De. Sily, who was under fome 
Obligations to her, had taken the Opportunity 


of her Abſence to break with her Clicat. "The 


latter 


oy 
—— — — 


— cr = 
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Fiizr' writ a Udlefol Abebunt of her Difaffet” to 
cheir eommeh Priend, WhO immediately writ A 
fulminating Letter to the, faithleſs' Lover, He 


A r an 1 muſt! anſwer it. "All this way 
oi 


bur an Expreſs came from bim with ver 
prot | Diſparehes, and always ſome Emploꝝ ment © 
for me. Norhing has ever fo, much ff. ei 
ine the Invincible -Power which 4 ferſt Laclination 
bad given bim over me, as the Comhplaiſa. xe with 
which J followed the Courſe of this Affair. 

Tex Lady Confident returned from the Country. 
I was A Her overs She knew 1 We = 
quajnte and complame 
8 8 be; re. e "meant 'oal 

| on the pa 'whpm The eſpouſed. ' Ito 
Bee * J betieted 1 Knew the contrary.” 3 015 
fajd ie, „ had you Teen the Leiters he Ras writ 
ber, Jon. would be cemwinced that he never 
ih any Thing of Love, for her“ Indeed the hey 


did nll Sepreſs 2 ron A affected, bur th 


5 From eine K 
er Ez ray: er "this Harſh 
5 7 alle that we 


uttied Monfieur' De Silly into 
kept Hin ſo Long, chat th W ap 


157 mY, 3 Aan wo, * 


wat bor to e 1 what nt my Uncaliel 


79:8 


- 


whilſt 1 was at Seaue, where not a Day 


riend's near | 


me but mu 47 more: 
ce Korn e e 5 Firs 


Rn l 77 N va | 


; 
g 
; 
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f 
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| 
IF 
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- 
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r T[]ECOTgC A SW” RW Two 


aq Wa ovale 3 


r 


0 the y of the Houſe. he: Was 1 to the 


ree that I ſho reſent, at. 
4 ene ated 1 22 5 . 
which, ſhe was conſcious what Judgement I ſhauld 
2 Seeing no good came es, the wan 
hecſelf with me into the Garden, and _ oo 
them in, a very animated Faden 
of it was a more Lage 42g 2 . Lor 


'oman, with 


Look, oF a 5055 . . OS Colle . 


10 M | 
t ber EE hat "COON 
with wheat; be 2 e to pre vent further 8 
picions ; and that he was mote than ever fixed in 
15 ficſt Reſolutions: - In. effect. a all her 
Rſſaülts, and did. pot: "cloſe. b. 8 with hertz yet his 
{ind ran on her fo, that he be uſed ta ſend, me, a. Detail 
of all her; Precidings, with diffuſe. n 
Some of the him 3 


he i I TT An though the R. 


Tut 5 9 e roo Ppigneucy, 

that L a — Mean not, to let them 

2 9 1525 A 15 ** —1 

1 5 bis Ve % f 2 

* Li 1. parri e A eity 
e EY It to | 13774 


FO continued, writing 
to me on thi is. {Bf 1 125 Inſcriptions 
of che cla atzons,;of his 


9 give 
me the La ble ncern, Fe: Re pe 
py ena I liſtened to him, and anſwered 


imaxhilſt he en W 23 or * wy 


7 


| Ae BU n 


es Matte which 1 had writ to bim on this 
Aﬀeir he ſecretly kept, and moſt of thoſe which 
had received from me finde my Ialargement. 
had taken Meaſures for their coming to my Hands, 


bor apa umn Bob Shows him I 


were putt delivered to me alter the 

* * Event of ban 50 
Remainder of my Liſe, thou long, con- 
very little, the' Remembrance of which 
fie 4 ha he latter Part quite obſcure and uni 
Al — bet wixt the Chevalier Y⸗ An 
and me had 7 been over. Some Thoughts 
- had of rewarding poor Mal ſonrouge's faithful At- 
tstehment, were diſconcetted by his Death. A lin- 
gering Meſs, with which be was ſeized ſoon after 


our Separation, obliged him to go into his native 
Province ſor the Benefit of the ae to drink the 


Waters, but there he died. 1 lamented him Infi- 
lh more than I had been able to 2 Nw. - 

"1 was' now deſtitute of (every Object; and this 
Want of Sentiment threw me into a Kind of Annihi- 
lation, worſe than the total Ceflation of Life. 1 


he ' 


| — 4 Diſguſt of it, and the World became 


odious to me; all my Defire was to withdraw from 
it. Monſieur ne Falincourt, Kill my Friend, but 
whom Devotion now' kept — 5 contirital 


Ayo n, which 
wn nt ey e but, Thar wy 2 be 
bd to püt it in Ex with Decerey, of 


his own Aer ſollicited a ſmall Penfibn for me, 
und obtained * reh the Negotiaripn. Was: 97 = 


29? F585 1 
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ont ſo long, that ſome inter vening Obſtacles entirely 
broke it off. The Dutcheſs, Du Maine. fell dan- 
gerouſly ill, and it was a long Time before ſhe reco- 
vered: . On this afflicting Oecaſion, when I exerted 
myſelf as far as Nature could bear, ſhe ſhewed me.{o 


much K indneſs and Confidence that I was not; able 


to acquaint her with my Deſign. I thought Pime 
might bring about ſome more favourable Juncture. 
This Purpoſe | Kill continued to revolve in my Mind, 
when the Chevalier De G----, who had profeſs'd 
himſelf my Lover before my Refidence in the Baſ- 
tile, and to whom, at my Delivery, I had thought 
proper to make known that I had entered into more 
ſerious Engagements, mentioned to me a Thought of 
his that a Perſon attached to our Houſe by ſeveral 
Ties, before my coming into it, had at that Time for 


me Sentiments above a common Eſteem; that he 
had heard him more than once, talk of me in ſuch 


Terms, as put it quite out of Queſtion. 
Tuoven living: under the ſame Roof, we had 
little or no Acquaintance. He had an unſociable 
Haughtineſs, and I was not forward, that we ſcarce 
ever ſpoke to each other; yet I had a Value for him. 


One ſaw in him a nice and punctual Probity. His 


Spirit in riſquing to difpleaſe rather than diſguiſe 
Truth, his Plainneſs and Candour, Virtues no leſs 
rare in ſmall than great Courts; together with noble 
Sent iments, a diſtinguiſhed Character in his Profeſſion 
as à Soldier, had gained my Eſteem. Though, 
what I had been told of his Sentiments for me, I 
looked on as a mere Chimera, yet it made me take 


more Notice of him. Curious of knowing further, 


weary of Inaction, and prone to freſh Engagements, 
when detached from hows t made ſome Advances 


0 
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td him, and embraced the Opportunities of converſing 


* 


with him; which were not unfrequent, for he ſoon 


came to ſeek. out the Places where I was to be met 
with, Being Summer, we were at Seu; 


. 


every Evening I uſed to walk in a Paxt of the Garden 


= 


_ Cloſe to the Houſe, and he was as conſtant in mak i 


his Appearance, that not. a Day paſſed but we had 
a pretty long Conference. The firſt Time. he failed 


it gave me a Concern which 1 had forgot; that I 


began to dread the Horrors of a new Paflion, yet by 
Nature and long Cuſtom, it was a Kind of Support 


- Lcould not do without; but I now knew that ſuch 
a Prop, of ifelf tottering, falls on ber who reſts 


on it, and, fortunate is ſhe if it does not cruſh, her. 
The Contraſt betwixt my Knowledge founded on 
Experience, and the Impulſe of Propenſity, threw me 
into a very convulſi ve State of Mind, I reſolved, 
to ſtifle this alarming Sentiment in its Birth, but 
I found it ſtronger than I had imagined it to be, and 
iz even gathered new Force from my Struggles to 


overeome it. My very Sedulity to avoid the Object 


which was growing ſo formidable to me, rivetted the 
Idea of him in my Mind, that it became as a fixed 


Poipt, to be compared only ro the delirious Effect 


of an Idea inceſſantly baunting the Mind. The Com- 
iſon, 2 4 N made of it in thoſe young Days, 
Riad me with terrifying Prognoſt icks. $42 
My. Care to ſhun, made me be the more ſought, 
What I alledged for putting an End to our Commerce, 
ipdicared my, Sentiments. Whatever Leſſons Reaſon 
may, ſuggeſt to the. Heart, it will generally have its 
own, Way. This, Delufion added a Vivacity to his 
Deſires: Vanity alſo kindled, and aſſumed all the 


Appearances of Sentiment, I, as uſually happens, 


_ miſtook 


_ Madame DE STAHL. zoz 
miſtook it, and this ſtrengthened my Bands; at the 
fame Time I was more convinced of the Neceſſity of 
bredkitig them. The Perſon's Rank and Temper 
had nothing to recommend this new Paſſion. tr 
tortured me, without ſubduing me; incenſed me 
againſt myſelf, that it was all Bitterneſs and Re- 
. | 165 _ 
 Wurrs' [ laboured under theſe Agonies, Madame 
Real came to fee me at Seaux. There was 
no Body in whom I had a greater Confidence; yet 
1 was for concealing from her a Weakneſs which 
my. Years, and the melancholy 'T'tials: 1 had gore 
7 rendered triexenſable. She perceived my 
Trouble, and urged me to know the Cauſe, My 
v1 0 was only Tears ; but theſe. put her upon 
the Scent. 1 Tee,” ſays ſhe, © that tired of In- 
 o*. Fiffererite, you have taken ſome * which 
vou Aiſspprove ; and pray, the Perſon ?” at the 
fame Time naming a very accompliſhed young 
Ptince. Alas! no,” anfwer'd I; © my Inch- 
* #ations are whimſical. 1 am ever loving Perſons 
hs; Whom I do not like:“ And indeed the Perſon, 
by whom 1 was thus captivated, had in him little 
that was pleaſing, yet had he made ſome notable 
Conqueſts ; but ſo elated was he, beſides a Vanity 
natural to him and a dry unequal Temper, that 
his very Virtues were ſcarce ſupportable, I com- 


pleted my Confidence in Madame. 1 „ 


tokd her, Inst if jt coſt we my. Life, 1 would tear 
from cy Heart Sentiments fo indecorops, and whic 
inſtead of rg me in pie and Credit, could 
ably ring me to Wretchedneis and Diſgrace, _ 
Nr Reſolution was firm; but the Execution 
difficult, being in a Plate Where I ſaw myſelf ob- 
CS ſerved 
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ſerved by bim I was for avoiding ; and who knowing 
my Weakneſs, could the eaſier manage it to his 
Ends, that I thought the Poſt too hot, and the only 
Way was to make a ſudden and through Retreat. 
But how, and what Plea to alledge to my Princeſs ? 
How ſtand her Indignation and Reproaches, having 
no plauſible Reaſons to alledge ? To avoid theſe 
Embaraſſments it came into my Head, at once and 


'withont letting any Thing be ſo much as ſuſpected of 


my Defign, to throw myſelf among the Carmelites. 
Once ſhut within thoſe impenetrable Ramparts, I 
thought I ſhould ſuſtain any Attacks. T 
Tux Counteſs De Braſſat, à zealous Stickler 
for our Family and to whom I was very well known, 
had an Apartment there, in which ſhe ſpent Part 
of her 'Life, I went to ſee her at her Parlour, and 


defired her to bring me acquainted with ſome of 


the Nuns, of whom ſhe had often ſpoke to me as 
Gentlewomen of a very refined "Converſation, I 
converſed with three or four, and excellent Company 
they were. I looked on their Acquaintance as a 
Cordial which would carry me through the Auſte 
rities of their Diſcipline, and my Reſolution was 
inflamed by the Viſit. I imparted it to Madame 
De Prafſac, whoſe elevated Devotion encouraged 
me in it, though ſhe foreſaw how ill it would be 
taken by the Dutcheſs Du Maine. A few Day: 
after I took the Opportunity of one of our Coaches, 
which was going to fetch her to fpend the Evening. 
I went as if I was to receive her at the Convent Gate, 
but when I ſaw it open'd, in I went, and told her that 
there I would ftay ; and begged of her to acquaint 
the Dutcheſs Du Marne, that this being my deli- 


berate Reſolution I could not bring myſelf > 
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1 to her, Ne mould 1 have been able to with- 
ſtaud her 1 7 
TEE Prerafr d bm Wind who had waited 
5 2285 the A e to the Gate, were preſent. This 
mine ſurptized theta qo Pts (had her, 
who Feder thought 1 wo ould pat hy eſign in Execu- 
tion ſo oon. Being recovered Hark! their firſt Aſ- 
tonifh tibehs, they ey" mie whether 1 had we 
Ho. 5 it? T told them 1 thought ſo, and that too 
fue Examination itt theſe Matters only weaken 
— Reſolution of performing them ; N I te 255 
o admit me 4 5 Moment ; hat could 15 
0 wet for my being again in Tuch 4 b 
Tren Tuns Abfojer kaffe to ne Daubl e the 
95 rtityde of my Calling, 'THePriorefs, Ann intel i gent 
ifeteet G entle woman, eln me, that in her pidion 
it would $i beſt for me to think further of Its that 
if I was truly talled to that State, N would 
ine me to it the more ; that if it al ienated me 
from : it, it was better ſoon than too late. oy 6 ni 
nothing, 4 would be admitted; but the! ſtood 
to her Point. The other Nuns and ane De 
Brafſac alſo ſided with her, and all 3 that 


it was beſt to dela ia, wo hs os returned 


with Madame De MON labourefl 

under ſome Doubts 1 — her the 1 well or ill. 

I, for my Patt, was pétſuaded delay would 
uch 


overſet all. 1 felt m ſelf too. weak. to e s 
an Effort from me at ee. 24.0 
” 1 #trovsht however that this 4 Sip, tho it 
had failed, would in . e Him oſe 42 ount, 
1 had taken i it. I informed him of t e which 
ad run, that he might be induced not to 1 ine 

to Nau more. He Was fuck with it; ant obferved 


nl © 2 a greater 


| 
AM 
1 
1 


Premely poſſeſs d of the Talent of 
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a greater Diſtance. this I only ſuffered the more, 
and could not Teach el from him. He ſaw it, 
and renewed his Advances. My Mind was reerning 
with new Defigns for an utter Separation. - - 

Ar that Time we bad at Sraue Madame Du 
D˙—.—. She ſoughi my Acquaintance with C 
which it would be Brutality not to anſwer, No 
Perſon has more Wit, nor with-ſo much of Navee 4 
it. Its active Fire penetrates to the inmoſt Receſſes 
every. Object, abſtracts it from itſelf, - and gives a 
Relief to every particular Lineament. She Ce 
racters; and her Portraits, more animated t 'the 
Ori iwals, give à better Knowledge of them than. the 
moſt intimate Commerce. 

Sn RE ſhowed ma u ſuch Portraits, to which I 
owe, quite a. new Idea of this Manner of Writing. 
Among the reſt was mine; but a little Prepoſſeſſion 
and too much Politeneſs bad, contrary to her uſual 


Way, milled her from Truth. I ventured on it my- 


ſelf, that 8 ſee * Miſtake 9 _ WE, 
AS it 1 * 555 | 


2 "1 


ronrkerr of tbe ADTHORESS, 


By. HERSELF. . 


7 4 U NA ri is of 2 middling ne lean, this 
L diſagreeable. el T ur 5 and Mind are 


15 « hint her 4 75 555 ing A yet bing 


„ pleaſing. Her Misfortunes Have reatly contri- 
«bated to her Reputation. Tboſe # gt] without 
1 * Birth or Fortune, being ſuppoſedd to want Edu- 
. | + WE ; “ cation, 
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«+ cation, what little Worth they have is the more 
© eſteemed; yet ſhe has had an; excellent one, and 
<< *tis- from it ſhe derives all the Good that may 
„belong to her, as Principles of Virtue, noble 
„ Sentiments, Rules of Conduct, and which now by 
Habit are become a8 it were natural. It has ever 
been her Folly to be willing to be rational z and ay 
Women finding| themſelves; ſtreightened in their 
% Bodies think... themſelves | finely: ſhaped, - ſo her 
7 Reaſon having been troubleſome to her, ſne has 
© imagined herſelf to have af great deal: Let has ſhe 
< never; been;able to get the beiter of the Vivacity 
of her Temper, nor to bring it to ſo much as an 
Appearance of Equality; which has oſten rendered 
4 her offenſive to her Superiors; diſagreeable in 
Society, and quite inſupportable to thoſe under 
, ber : Happily Fortune has not put it in her Power 
to bring many into this Miſery. With all theſe 
Deſects, ſhe has acquired 'a Kind of Reputation, 
* for which ſhe is purely indebted to two ſortuitous 
. Oeccaſions z one. diſplaying ſomething of Wit in 
her, and the other ſhewing that ſhe was not 
** without Diſcretion and Firmneſs. Theſe Events 
having been of general Knowledge, cauſed' 
* her to be known amidſt the Obſcurity in which 
© ſhe was ſhrouded, and gained her a Kind of Re- 
** gard above her Condition. She has endeavoured: 
not to be lifted up by it; but the Satisfaction in 
v ticking Hotel free from Vanity, is itſelf a Piece 
it 8 #- | * 3 f 


1 Suk bas given up her Life to ſerious Oceu- 
ation, .zather for ſtrengthening her Reaſon than 
©: etnbelliſhing.her Wit, of which ſhe makes little 
Account No Opinion appears to her ſo Clear as ” | 


applied: herſelf to the Nuo 


io I eee O 1 


« ſtenck hae: is ſaig on wy Sul | anc 
to id talking impertitientl y. sel wh Pk 


leaxe of her Ditfes, 


Sud nas poſtponed her faclination to the ae 


Hef chem Ftom her little Complalſatee to berſel 
2 e takes upon ber 10, ſhew none te ary” other 
4 Perſon ; in this he follows her Hathrat Stiftdeſs, 
« which her Sitastion has bane” 3 
« the Spri 1 
% HAAR e is the Love 6f 
©: betty 5" 2 very utfortubate Puflion im ber, we 
2 the greateſt Purt of her Time in 3 : 
4 Lebendingiy amidft many unexpected Pleaſures 
& ſhe may * found, it has muy been a very 
s galling Yoke to her 
Sun has ever had great Senfibility 10 Fried- 
45 ſhip; yet engaged more by the Merits and Vittues 
Wof her Friends, than by their Sentiments for her 
* Indulgent when they are os: dts her, , oel 
4 * be not wanting to theidſelves, ” . £ 


Tun infol Alternatives juſt FOE 1 ke” 
went for ſeveral Years, without any Intervals of Set- 
tledaeſs or Complaceney; and in this Time I alſo 
rags hg ora of all others, were deareſt to 

; the Marquis De Silly, by a horrible Death; 
oy: ir be burfed in ecernal Oblivion? A Year after 
died Madame De Real, who: was all my Comfort. 
Madame De Grieu her Aunt, who had brou hy 


| 33 w up with fuck Tenderneſs, folldwed 


ow. 


? Con 
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aſter. I alſo loſt Monſieur De Valincourt, the only 


true Friend remaining to me, On all Sides I ſaw 
myſelf left alone, that the Ties which ſtill bound me 
to the World being broken, I conceived a Diſguſt 
againſt it, which, being increaſed by others from my 
Princeſs, diſpoſed me more than ever to the abſolute 
Retreat ; but not to the Carmelites, whoſe rigorous 
Life, on Examination, I judged to be beyond my 
ſtitution, and perhaps beyond my Zeal. St 
Lewis, at Rouen, was the Place where I long 
to diveſt woe of worldly Concerns, The Affection 
we retain 
made me prefer this to any other; and I ſpoke of it 
to Madame De Buſy, a Lady of an excellent Temper 
and Senſe, and with whom I cultivated an mary 
fince my Loſs of dear Madame De Real, I diſ- 
cloſed my whole Heart to her, who, ſeeing that 
it was the only Way for breaking thoſe Shackles 
which made my Lit wretched, approved of m 
making an Eflay of the Meaſures I ſeemed to have ſo 
f/ 


— ” 


xp before the Dutcheſs Du Maine the Defire. 


1 had of ſeei in a Place, where I had paſſed 
the | greateſt Part of my Life; and ver 55 
entreated her Leave for taking a Journey thither, and 
making ſome Stay. She at firſt was diſpleaſed, that 
I ſhould ask any ſuch Thing: However, by impor- 
tunate Inſtances, I obtained her Permiſſion ; but under 
a folemn Proteſtation to return. She ſuſpected that 
this Journey might only be a Colour'to a Defign of 
retiring, and queſtioned me on this Article. I 
own'd to her, that I had for ſome Time paſt taken a 
Liking to Solitude, and that it had always been my 
Defire to end my Life where I had begun it. — 

f 3 i _ this 


k FEW 


or the Places where we ſpent our Youth, | 


<-> 


* e * 


this ſhe el ſreſn Proteſtatione, that I de 
renounce this Defign; but all that 1 would ptomiſe 
was, to return at the Term preſcribed. 


1 ont With rhat Joy which refults 1060 having, 


thouph in à call Matter, ſarmounted very great 
Diffreuttres, I hoſe Which I had met with from 
wy" Princeſs were not all. The Man w hom I ſhun 5 
Hat! uſed every Means, en that which he ſhoulc 
for detaiming me. I bad by Letters deſired a Nun 
my e e to "break my Defign to the Abbeſs, 
i | rags as to pers 10 wits fecerv d in 
ie Ci Wk with Tragſports of which Nuvs 
only ure capable. The * they had of 
me Was much mote Hyely, than what 1 lad retained 
of wem; but this, from our very different Walks, 
Was no mote than aun. 

"Tertn exceffive Fondiefs' grew a Dorthe to me. 
The Abbeſs likewiſe took a Liking to me, chat 1 
muſt always be with her. I went there to de at 
own Diſpoſal, and found myſelf more in the Hands 
of others than when in the Midſt of the World, The 
fame Paſſions, che fame Motions which agitate cee 
Courts, are feen In theſe little breche States, 
the Things are ſet at Work with lefs Skill, and fot 
Views, the Littleneſs of which thakes the Buſtle 
more Aifagreeable. 1 found in it nothing lefs thah 
that De e peaceful Matfion, which 'my Defires 


1 thought that a Place, Where 


mould be neither known or carreſſed, would much 

better Fort my Views, that 5 ite dropped the 

5s oh & keilig here After a Stay of about fix 

by 'T returned to Saus aprecably to my Pro- 
e. 


My Reception was none of the mo gra- 


cidus. My late lle of Liberty had diſpleas d. on 
HE 


3 5 


Ly es fince my Elevation from the Function 


Appellation of Chamber - Maid, had no ſtated 


the Pouts and Mutterings. of her Ladies, ſtrict in 
keeping up the due Diſtance betwixt them and me, 
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not advantageous, enongh ; thay if it wes, it would, 


be preferable, to. my 
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of dividing my Services, would procure me a Kind of 
Liberty ; ws that, by my W. * 


Propoſal, I with great Reſpect thanked her for the 
great Care ſhe was pleaſed to take of my Settle- 
ment. 


-Sincz my mifling Monſieur Dacier, I had not 


been without Offers ; but the Inconveniences 1 per- 


ceived in them, juſtified my Refuſal. Amongſt 


others, a Man who had frequently ſeen me whilſt his 
Wife was living, as with whom I was very intimate, 
foon after her Death offered out of pure Efteem to 


ſhare his Fortune with me. It had been large, as to 


Money; but at that "Time his Affairs were in ſuch 

Confufion, that I could not-bring myſelf to enter 

into a Labyrinth, where no Outlet was to be ſeen. 
A Kiny of a Country Gentleman, whom | acci- 


dentally fell in Company with, for Want of better 
| Knowledge of the World, imagined that one poſte. 
in a Court and in Favour with a Princeſs, might 
at any Time make a Perſon's Fortune. He had long 


ſerved in the Finances, and a confiderable Place in 
that Branch was what he aimed at. This Man 
looked on me in a magnifying Light, as one whom 
if by bidding high be could gain over, he ſhould 
2 1 carry his Point. He faid nothing to me the 


rſt Time; but ſoon after he applied to me in a 


diffuſe Letter, very finely writ, ſetting forth his 
Views; the Place defired ; the Grounds of his 
Pretenfions ; the Means of procuring it ; and his In- 


tent ion of acknowledging my Services, with a very 
confiderable Sum or Penſion. In Anſwer, I plainly 


told 


nd tt 'ay of Thinking, I 
mould find in this Engagement a no leſs ſtrong Bar- 
rier againſt my Weak neſſes, than within the Walls of 
a Convent: So that, inſtead of gainſay ing the Dutcheſs's 
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Attachment and ſtrong 
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told him I had no Intereſt; and if I had any, I 
ſhould not ſell it at any Rate: As, in Reality, When 
there has been a greater Proſpect of fucceeding, I 
have always looked on theſe Kind of Contracts with 


a Contempt they deſer ve. 


Tux Candour and honeft Principle, which my 
Letter manifeſted, ſenſibly touched this Perſon. He 
returned an Anſwer, in which he changed the Offer 
he had made, into that of his Perſon, if his Fortune 
ſnould turn out good enough for my Acceptance; 
or even ſuch as it was, if he might preſume to offer 


it me. I anſwerd him again with the ſame Frank- | 


riefs ; letting him know, that nothing was to be 
expected from me, with Relation to his Fortune; 
and that it being out of my Power to contribute 
to it, I could not handſomely accept of ſharing it. 
He renewed his Inſtances, with which he ſent an 


laventory of his Subſtance, the Value of his Employ- 


ments, and the great Hopes he had both from a con- 
fiderable Undertaking, in which he had a Share, and 
from the Intereſt of ſome Men in Power. In theſe 
Offers I ſaw ſuch a Suitableneſs, as to gain my 
Attention. There was in him alſo a great deal 
of Probity, plain good Senſe without Culture, vir- 
tuous and even liberal Sentiments, and ſuch an Eſteem 
for me, that I could not but acknowledge it ; further 
1 did not go. TEE | 

Hx came to Paris, during which he was more 


than once with me, 5 35 ing the moſt reſpectful 


to mine. I gave him to underſtand that, in my 
Situation, confidering the Age that I had now reach'd, 
it would be inexcuſable to alter my Condition, unleſs 
for a Fortune of a 1 vantageous Aſpect; = 
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Defire to unite his Deſtiny 
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Enquify, ſo mine was in the Negative. e e 
A Lp propoſed to me another. This was 

a Gentleman about Fifty, who had lately retired 
from the Service to a pretty Eſtate, where he lived in 
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that I was one of thoſe Antiques, the Value of which. 


4 heighten'd b Ancientneſs. | TOE 
= unfolded to me the Undertaking, in which he 


had engaged the greateſt Part of his Subſtance, Im- 
meuſe were the Sums which he promiſed himſelf 


had another Opinion of it, and would not enter into 


apy Engagernents on ſuch dubious Appearances, In. 
elle. the Affair miſcarried, and his Ruin was the 
Conſequence; and this likewiſe was follow'd by 
other Misfortunes. It gave me the greater Concern, 
from the Deſpair in which I ſaw him, at his Iuabiliiy 


to make me any Offer. It would have given me 


infinite Pleaſure to have repaired his Misfortunes, aud, 
by myſelf or others to have acknowledg'd bis ge- 
nerous Sentiments; but I had the Mortification of 


-wiſcarrying, on ſome Occaſions which he named to 


me for ſerving him. : 1 | 
I rap likewiſe other Matches offered me, which 


came to a like End. One was a Man of = lng 
Rank but rich, living at Paris very retired, and 


wanted a diſcreet Wife to keep him Company; but 
not knowing him, A rrage-olg whether I ſhould 
like his, The Concluſion was to be without any 


a handſome and well furniſhed Houſe. This Gentleman 
I faw at the Perſon's Houſe, who firſt mention'd him 
to me. His Perſon and Behaviour were not to be 
found Fault with, nor did l appear to him ſo decrepit 
a3 he had imagined ; and, being ſatisfied with my 


very ſmall Fortune (for the Friends 1 had * me 
* ome 


3 
' REI - 
* 
a «acc toad © «+ TqcoaCQX c« £9 . 


ww ka — D << -= 11 


3 „ 
— 1 * 


r is ee Of We 


Sar om. 


N 3 5D Rs 


Madame DE STAHL, 315 
Come Marks of their Affection) he ſaid to his Friend 
that, provided Lhad no Repugnancy againſt ſpending my 
Life at his Seat, he was ready to conclude the Match. 


- On this Propoſal 1 confulted with Madame De 


Buffy, whom I had acquainted with all the other, 


which ſhe had diſliked, and who alone knew what. 
made me liften to them, Concerning this I ſem her 
Word, for ſhe was abſent, that&t was indeed throw- 


ing myſelf out at the Window ; but that was no- 
more than I had long thought of. She, in her 
Anſwer, faid that this Window ſeemed to her ten 


Stor ies high, and that ſhe would not have me take 


ſuch a Leap; repreſenting, that to mute myſelf up 
with one whom I did not know, or N en was. 
a 


not capable of knowing me, was the Way literally 


to realize the figurative Expreſſion, under which I, 


had exhibited this Match to her ; that therefore ſhe 
ſhould not approve of it, unleſs he would allow me 


to divide my Life betwixt Paris and his Eſtate. 
PURSUANT to this Advice, I defired the Lady 


Mediatrix to acquaint the Gentleman, that my At- 
rachment to the Dutcheſs Du Maine would not per- 


mit me to leave her without returning. nor to enter 


into an Engagement which ſhe would never conſent 
to on ſuch Proviſoes. His Anſwer was, that if I 


was for retaining any other Connections than thoſe 
I ſhould enter into with him, I did not ſuit him. 


This Anſwer alſo perſuaded me, that he little ſuited 


me; ſo thus ended the third Offer, / 
Or all theſe fruſtrated Projects, the Dutcheſs Du 
Maine knew nothing. She had, in the mean time, ? 


commiſſioned Madame De Surl-----, a Swiſs Offi- 
cer's Lady who was acquainted with me, and entirely 


deyoted to the Dutcheſs, to look out amongſt the 
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Heluetic Corps, commanded by the Duke Du Maine, 
bor one who would marry a Woman without Birth, 
Youth, Beauty, or Fortune; a. Diſcovery which the 
thirteen Cantons, put together, could ſcarce afford. 
Accordingly the good Gentlewoman was a long 
Time about it; and, when her Miſſion was quite 
out of m Mind, coming one Day, to Seaux, ſhe 
told me, T believe I have, by mere Chance, found 
* the Man, Monheur De Furl. - took me with 
* him to an Officer, his Countryman, who lived 

in the Neighbourhood of the Seat whete J was. 
1 found a ſmall new Houſe, with every Wire 
clean to Nicety, and Abundance of Cows and Sheep 
about it, The Owner, who is not young, pleas d 


44 1 


me by a very advantageous Countenance. He 18 


„4 Man of Bicth, a Widower, and lives in this 
Retreat with two Daughters, NE Ten diſ- 
creet, good ternpger'd Girls; at leaſt I could ſee 
they were clever Houſwiyes., He bas met with but 
little. Preferment, after a long Ser vice and an irre- 
proachable Diſcharge of his Duty, . becauſe he has 
kept himſelf private; as Merit, which does not 
endeavour to ſhow itſelf, is ſeldom found out: 
But, added ſhe, I am inclined to think that an 
* Intereſt, by which he could riſe without any 
Trouble to himſelf, would be very acceptable to 
„ him ; and, if the Dutcheſs Du Maine thinks 
fit that I fhould have, him ſpoke to, I make 
no queſtion, by what I can gather ſrom Information, 
that the Propoſal will be very well received by 
* bim; and for you, nothing can ſuit beiter. He 
is a Man of a good Family, has been but little in the 
World, and has not contracted its Vices. He is 
** Maſter of a ſmall Parcel of Land, which he keeys 
i | in 
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* in his own Hands, and the Box is only two 
Leagues from Paris. This, with what may 
be expected from the Duke Du Maine's Patronage, 


cc 


will enable you to live very prettily. | 
Wulst the was thus ſpeaking, her Diſcourſe. 
prong to my Mind an Image of rural Life; the 


poſition of which to mine gave a Relief to every 
Object, and filled me with Admiration of its mild 
and fimple Beauties. At that Time I was ja Milk 


Diet, and nothing ſeemed to me ſo ſatisfactory as to 


have Cowsof one's own. The Pride of Men carefully 
hides from them the low Circumſtances which have 
contributed to determine them on the moſt impor- 
tant Occaſions, and it is only an exact and difficult 
Retroſpe& which can trace them out. Now behold 


. me-quite in Love with the new Kind of Life which 


I propoſe to lead. 020 T7. T6: 
Any Offers which I liked were unqueſtionably to 


be laid before the Dutcheſs Du Maine. Theſe the 
approved of, and it was reſolved that, without 
naming me, the Settlement in ' queſtion ſhould be 


propoſed to Monſieur De S------, Madame De 
Surl- had a Friend, who was more intimately 
acquainted with him than herſelf, and he was 
charged with this Negotiation. The Overture was 
well received by Monſieur De S------, Who; how- 


ever, ask d ſome Days to return a poſitive Anſu er. 


He lived with his Daughters, for whom he had 
juſtly all the Affection of a Parent; and his firſt Pre- 


liminary was, their free Conſent to come under a 


Mother-in-Law, an A always odious. In 
this he met with ſome Difficulty. Miſtreſſes in their 
little Cottage, and ditecting all the Concerns of it, 


they fear'd that I would deprive them of their Au- 
(ts Dd 3 thority, . 
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ehority, the great ObjeQ"of Jealouſy in the'Conntry 


no leſs than at the Court. This they might have 
been veaſy about, from my Want of Capacity and 
Taſte for thoſe very uſeful Occupations, but this they 
Knew nothing of. However, they yielded to their 
Father's Inelination; who, in this Offer; Haw before 
him a ſutre and eaſy” Porture: But he, very pru- 
cently,” was for giving à ftxed Object to get 


Promiſes. He was only a Lieutenant in the Swiſs 


Guards; the Captain of his Company had ſor ſome 
Time, by an A poplexy, been i ble of doing his 
Duty. His Demand was, to fill the Poſt when it 


thould fall, as the Captain's Death could not be far 


off ; and that, in the mean time, he ſhould hase the 
Inle of Commandant ofthe Company, of which he 
performed the Functions ever ſince the Diſability of 
his Captain: Promiſing to corclude the propoſed 
Marriage 'on' receiving this firft Favour, as a eertain 
yledge df the Remainder, which he was contented to 
CCC ¾ 2 pan ft 0 20P77 = 
Tus was the Subſtarice'pf his Anſwer ; which the 
Purcheſs Du Maine ' approving, turned all her 
"Thoughts on recommending the Defign'to the Duke 
Du. Maine. She ſet forth to him all the Reaſons 
he had for deſiring to ſee me ſettled, and placed 
them in that beautiful Light which ſhe can 1 

to whatever het Mind is ſet on; but he, with his 
uſual Addreſs; elud ing what he would not dixectiy 
oppoſe, applauded her Deſign in general, bat pro- 


- pofed other Perſons, whoſe Corſert was dubious and 


qheir Suitableneſs -leſs' certain; The Dutcheſs D. 
Maine would not take the Change; but, being uſed 
to bis Doublings, follow'd him till ſhe came up 
nh him. This took up a long Time, during which 
C353 D v3 at 
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it was thought proper that Monſieur De and 
I thould ſee each other. This Interview was at Ma- 
dame De Sur. He was better pleaſed with 
me than there was room to hope. Of him, 1 formed 
no determined Judgement at this firſt Meeting; but, 
ſome Time after, Monſieut and Madame De Suri 
and I went by Appointment to his Country-Houſe, 
and dined there. The Place, the Repaſt, the Com- 
pany, every Thing put me in Mind of the Golden- 
Age. Here was à little cheatfal Houſe, with Walls 
as white as Snow; it looked rhe better for not being 
furuiſh'd. I have not farice plased (o. great s Value 
on this Kind of Ornament. The Poulery of his 
Yard, che Hef of his Flocks, and che- Fruits of his 
Garden covered the Table. Our young Bandladies 
dreſſed Part of the Food, and brouglit us Caltes 
and Cheeſes of their om making. It Was with Ples- 
ſure I contemplated this Manner of Living; ſo/agree- 
able to *Natufe; which: s become ſoxeign bub; 
and I thought it would ſuit me. I liked the Maſter 
ofi-vbe- Houſe ;; his Perſon, his Carriage, his una-- 
Seed: Pokiteueſs, flowing from che Heatt | and! en- 
4 — 4 mild beuevolent Temper and ſueh Is 
4 — — — 
owards Good by a natural Pro which nothi 
can nag mm di vert. ene Cum 
Reſult 48a p Bquanimity ; upright and prederit 
Views, as Sow offuſcated ub 3 Diſorder.; 
Ideas rather. juſt, than abundant ; few Wurd, büt 
ſenſible : In fine; one whoſe” Company vnnõt be 


troubleſome ; ſometh ing farther from ereming Dif- 


guſt, than exciting Fondneſs. All this I then con 


Iuſediy perceived; but afterwards had u clear experi- 


mental Diſcernment of; and 1 found a Man whom 
„1 y Nature 


g20  'MEmnonrz's of 


: , Where: Reaſon cannot reach. 
After. Dinner we talk d over the Buſineſs which had 
brought us thither. _ Monſieur De S.. made no 
Diſhevity of declaring, that it was what he was 
extremely deſirous of, yet required to be previouſly 
inveſted with the Title, as introductory to the Poſt, , 
I myſelf did not conceal my Approbation of ſuch 

2 . ther” we parted very well ſatisfied 
with each other. When I was got into the Coach, 
he put at my Feet a little Lamb, the fateſt of his 
whole Flock, defiring my Acceptance. This Paſto- 
-nal. Preſent ſeem d to me perfectly of a Piece with all 


+ | IMADE 2 Report to the Dutcheſs Du Maine of 
-the. Succeſs of our Journey. She was impatient for 
the Execution of whatever was of her ſcheming, and 
the Delay of this put her very much upon the Fret. 
The Duke Du Maine, to whom ſhe was continually 
urging the Condition required, - ſtarted new Diffi- 
| Some Incident, which might render ſuch 
2 Step in Form, was to be waited for; none happen d. 
In the Interim, it came to my Knowledge that the 
Land. ht to be; Monſieur De K-86, be- 
Jonged to his Daughters, and thus the only Emolu- 
ment accruing to me from this Mateh, was to be 
married to a Man of ſome Rank; which, indeed, as 
to my Situation, was not without its Conveniences, 
but - otherwiſe. what I was box, indifferent about. 


away the Remembrance of this Affair. Not a 
Hint would I give of it. So much was it lowered 
in my Thoughts, that I wiſhed it might never be 
temember'd any more; for I was continually ad- 

yancing 
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another Fit of the Apoplexy, and I inſtantly ſeized 
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vancing in Years, that all matrimonial Schemes bę- 


came more and more ridiculous, in me. Such were 


my Diſpoſitions when, after our Return from Ates, 


about the Beginning gf Winter, the Duke Du. Mas 


* 


De $------'s Captain has h 


© the Opportunity to make him Commandant of 
the Company ; ſo that's, over.“ This was the 
only Condition he had required for terminating che 
Air. J was ſent for, and the. Dutcheſs, with an 
uncommon Effuſion of Joy, told me the News, 
which I received with as much Coldneſs. What had 


bear at Hand; and at once ſeveral, Inconveniences, 
hitherto latent, broke in upon my Mind, that I was 


ae ee wp own Bli &: i At the ſame 


Time I ſaw that, after ſuch. a Step, there was no 
drawing back ſtom it. From the Agony this 


brought on me, or ſome other Cauſe, I fell/fick ; but 
che Loſs of my Life feemed to me the ogly Reſonrce 
left me, Melancholy as this was, it failed. I 


covered, and now was to take on the Yoke whi 


4 had aſſented to, and at firſt viewed with Delighu. 
We went to Paris, where I waited on Madame 
De Buſſy. She liked the Match, and endeavourel x 
to revive my Spirits, but I was at leaſt for putting 


it off; and in Hopes of ſome lucky Incident ſollieited, 


though ireffectually, for. a Delay till after the Cam- 
paign, which Monfieur De F. — was going to 
make. My Princeſs told me, that the Duke Du 
Maine had given his Word ſor the Oomnrmiſſion, 
that it was noiſed abroad, and that ended it muſt 
be, As my laſt Trial I reprefented to her, that my 
ſupreme Duty being an Attendance on her, I Wer 
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Highneſs : That I begged of c 
the irrevocable Step was taken, that I might not af- 
terwards fall under the Perplexity of reconciling op- 


* 
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f 
f 


| 322 Menu ots of \ | 
moſt [inclined to keep only to this fo honourable = 
Engagement; but that if 4 enter d into any other, 


that I would alſo fulfil, which would be incom-, 
le with the ce J 'owed to her 
er to think on it before 


poſite Duties. She reply, that ſhe had foreſeen 
that I ſhould be oblig'd to divide my Time betwixt 


her and my Husband, and accordingly fo it ſhould 


be ; Part of the Year he ſhould have my Company, 
and the other Part I ſhould be with her. I requeſted 


that, 1f it was in the leaſt age inſt her Inclination, ſhe 


would not ſacrifice it to a Settlement which it would 


give me no Uneafineſs' to relinguiſh: She was in- 


ible, and ſo little minded what I ſaid; that after- 
wards ſhe would never remember the Repreſentation 


I bad made to her, nor her'Cotifent that 1 ſhould di- 
vide my Duties. 1 


Tas enden which: the-Duks Ds Ades had 
granted me on my Releaſement, was ſecured to me. 


Her Highneſs gave me ſome Cloaths ; and thus the | 
Victim being 
dame De Chambonnas, Miſtreſs of the Robes to the 
Dutcheſs Du Maine, and afterwards brought back 


ted, was led to the Altar by Ma- 


to her moſt Serene Highneſs; who received me, and 


even embraced me with great Tranſports of Joy. 
I was next -uſhered in to the Duke Du Maine, to 
whom I repeated this Verſe of a Pſalm, He raiſcth 
re Poor-ous of the Quſt: I may alſo add,” ſaid he, 
Land maketh the barren Woman to keep Houſe.” He 
was pleaſed very condeſcendingly to aſſure us of 
future Favours, Little did we think of loſing him 


ſo ſoon. 


Nam | ALL 


Alx theſe Duties being performed, Monſieur and 
Madame De Surl-----, Monſieur De $----- and I, 
took Coach to go and dine with him at Gennevilliers, 
where I had been allow d to ſlay: ſome Days. By the 
Way I called on Madame De Buſſy. who was now 
very ill. Sbe had been lingering a long Time, 
yet at Sight of me Joy viſibly ſparkled in her Coun- 
tenance. She gave me a fine Snuff Box, and ſeveral, 
other Tokens of a tender Friendſhip. It was with a 
ſenſible Concern, that I leſt her; and never ſaw her. 
more, till in her laſt Moments. This Melancholy, 
which I brought away, might not a little contribute 
to put me out of Humour with my new Manſion. 
My Daughters- in-Law, who probably had flatter d 
themſel ves that the Match would not be brought 


about, inſtead of coming to receive me, were not to 


be ſeen. They had refuſed being preſent at the Cere- 
mony, which already had given me to judge of their 
Affections towards me. The eldeſt was prevailed on 
to ſhew herſelf ;; and, at laſt, ſhe red, but with 
a Face and Behaviour little ſuitable to the Occaſion : 
However, inſtead of taking Notice of it, I endea- 
voured, by a great many Blandiſhments, to over- 
come her ill Humour. Dinner was near over before 
the youngeſt came in, making ſome aukward Excuſes 
for Rel ſo late; and the Whole took ſome Appear- 
ance of HY and Chearfulneſs, yet far from ſatiſ- 


factory. Monſieur De S------ being vexed at my 
diſagreeable Reception, and I in a Cloud to find my- 
ſelf married, a Confuſion, ſpread through the Houſe 
and the Company. took Part in it. - Beſides thoſe 1 
have named, it conſiſted of ſome choſen Friends, 


* 
Tux 


who bad follow'd us. 


the Carna 
Sun ſoon returned, and expreſſed a great deal of 


Tux Day after ſuch inauſpicious Commen n 


being uneaſy about Madame De Bufſy's Health, 1 


wanted to ſend to hear from her; and the Means not 


being procured me with any Readineſs, I withdrew 
to give Vent to my Tears. One of out Gueſts came 
to look for me, and being the ſame who had firſt 
the Match to Monſ. De , was the more 

to find me under ſuch an extreme Grief, 


which confuſedly included various Subjects. I ex- 
cuſed my Uneaſineſs on ſeveral Pretences, and deter- 


mined to hide it as much as poſſible. Monſ. and 


Madame De Surl----, wich their Friends, were gone; 


and now I was under greater Trouble at being alone, 
and as it were a Stranger in a Houſe, which I was in- 
titled to look on as my own. Monf. De S 
omitted nothing to render the Manfion agreeable to 
me, but the firſt Impreſſions could not wear off ſo 
ſoon. I remained there a few Days more; we then 
went to Paris, to wait the Dutcheſs Du Maine's 
Return —_ Stau, whither ſhe had gone to ſpend 
val. '} r 4 F 


Joy ſeeing me in my new Character. I had all the 
wileges of-the ies of her Houſhold, Admit- 
tance to her Table and Coach; yet, on an -Occafion 
which came round ſoon aſter, I found ſhe did not care 
I ſhould be ſeen ſo near her in public. It was the 
Time when the King reviews the S wis Guards. 
The Duke Du Maine faid to her, he would have 
Her be there, and entertain me with the Sight. She 
went, but I was put in a Coach with Madame De 
Jur.; whilſt Madame De Be, being more 
known at Court, was in hers: Whence I] inferred, 
* | that 
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e Sherament of Marzinge does not, Like that of 
, waſh away original Stans. 


th 
off Ms Diſcovery was ſuc: "by another, which 
ſhewed mne that 1 was ſtill further out in my Reckon- 
ing. Monf. De'S----- had gone Home, to paſs Lent 
with his Family and, towards the Cloſe, ſent me 
ba mts immediately act 5 he not to ſet oor 
r the Campaign, expre | aprecable it woulc 
be to him, if would: ed e at his 
Hbufe at Gi 0s. I intimated it to,the Dutcheſs 
Du Maine. She heard it with an Amazement, mix- 
ed with Indignation; and, to an abſolute Refuſal, 
added very vehement Complaints: 'Taxed me with | 
Ingratitude and Deceit ; as if, in paying ſome Regard 
to the Husband "ſhe had given ef . all. 
Duty'to her. It was. to no Purpoſe I offered to her 
Conſiderat ion, what 1 kad repreſented pre viouſly to 
the Marriage: AI Was forgot; at leaſt 1 hope ſo, for 
all was flatly denied. Then I faw that the Chain, 
which I had been for flackening, was drawn, tighter, 
This Comradiction, which portended many others, 
was the more irritating, as I paſſionately defired this 
hort Interval of Liberty to ſhare it with Madame De 
| Puſſy, then at the Point of Death, That Week 
which I had deſtined for another Place, I was forced 
to ſpend at Saus; and there it was that ſome Days 
after 1 heard of mx Friend's Death. This filled, up 
the Meaſvre of myGtief; and the Marks of her K ind: 
neſs left in her Will, ſhewed her deſerving of all my 
Eſteem. She left me 4 pretty Country-houſe com- 
pletely furniſhed, which had been her Delight, and 
e Diamond Ring ſhe always wore: Yet to me their 
— TED been, 2 they were Memorials of ſo 
ear a Friend; with whom, as deeply graved on my 
Heart, my Mind 105 deen converſant 5 thouſand 
affecting Recollections. 1 : gs 
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: N rot eg Woman fo. 
1 er ee f 


Harmony 
ty without. lity, "and: Paſſions 
1 without 7 a mild Viracity, _— 
1 complacent Senſe. Her Heart was the 

-4 | of Truth, Probity, Candour, and the moſt —— 
Benevolence; they were Natives of it, and throve 
F. Her Virtues were alſo embellith'd 

77 vivitying Warmth, which imparts s Grace to 

ings, even to Faults, But what beyond any 

Thin attached her Friends to her, was that in 4 
was ſound that true and perfekt Friendſhi ſerine 
TuſpeRed of being only a viſionary: Idea. Abe Con ä 
Kidence ſhe inſpired, was that which one has for one's 
ſelf. ; and one would readily bave told her, what 
wobld bave given Pain to own to one's ſelf. Her 
tender Concern, her ſol)icitous Attention to what was 
ſaid to her, penetrated the Heart, and laid open its 


11. cloſeſt Folds. Further, the Salutarineſs of her Ad- 
14 vice, and her perſuaſive Talents added an Utility to 

18 the Charms of the Confidence repoſed in her. 

1 \\F - UNDER the Grief which the irre le Loſs of 
118 | fach a Friend gave me, I was oblig ny 


her Higbneſs to Auer; here the NT: of my 
Superior ſeemed to machinate in Combination with 


the Jealouſy of my Equals and Inferiors, to increaſe 
the Lowneſs of my Spirits, which th effectually 
did. be ſole Satisfaction 1 brought Was a 


Sight of the delightful Hermitage which bad been 


3 Jet me, as it ſtood. within a ſmall Diſtance from our 


Road ; but Half an Hour was the longeſt I ſtaid 


owl. {da cyilory. Surrey, however, left 1 in me 2 
great 


3 see eee ans on r erer 
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Intentions, were to | 
Es = 
t a th, was . 
e Diſtemper which at firſt f ing. 
1 detlared incurable. There is no ex- 
dip] Al Du — s. Ansiety. Her 


25 y, yer, Hou _—_— 


me 1 5 her. 5 Attendance which 
the Ty Condition required, kept her a, whole 
'Twelvemonth at Saur, in an excruciating Suſpenſe 5 | 
| and during the whole Time, ſhe, who excepting | 
the 1 0 of Conſinement had been immerſed in | 
| Pleaſure and Diſſipations, not wi the-ſhock- | 
| ing Nature of his Diſtemper, perſevered in the moſt tl 
: | a PK Diſcharge of all the Offices of Affection. | 
| I e rince, who was the Support of her 0 
f Houſe; and whoſe perſonal. Merit kept up, * his 
| Fall, the very great Regar 1 
to. be paid him, both by * Publick and at Court. 
His Virtues indeed were rather the Effects of Reli- 
gion, than the Gifts of Nature. He loved Retire- j 
ment, Study and Work ; and, with every Thing that 
1s amiable in Company, "ſhunned it; 3: but when in it, | 
no Perſon more eaſy, polite and chearful, and always 
the ſame Man, She was alſo loſing in him « Hus- | 
1 band, over whom ſhe had an invineible Aſcendaney; 
; from which ſhe uſed to. draw great Advantages, 
| without. loſing that of an abſolute Freedom.” HE 
- AFTER inexpreſſible Sufferings, the Cancer in bis 
i Face ſucceſſively deprived him of all the Functions | 
g of Liſe ; and, at length, of Life itſelf. 
wo 2 agh bag the ei pon of his Death . 
| michiin an Fortitude e exemplary In- 
| * of an elevated — {With him fined to | | 


expire 
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ename ſo violent, 2. to drop her of. the Power. of 
wt wk ogy ang ns, fot. $ Be of her ap- 
— Ru ing f of was, . 7 ha ek that a 1 
4 0 M XXII E er art 
Rane her Life vow quite uniform. The moff remarkable 
; at the Ag beſs Du Maine, after 
* Affaire . 1 tled; er 2 very honourable 
"Diſcharge 8 bo 8 Ms) her Penſion, and procured 
Monſieur De Sabl a Company in the Guards. She 
40 «writ two wi wig beſides ſmeller Pieces all v. 99 | 
* received. - er N )ualities in a little 1 
. ovefeame t Jealo er Daaghters-in- Tow, 
and ſhe. even divided Tu Subſtance betwixt them 
and her favourite Convent of St. Tecuis. Monſ. De 
„ Stab} perfectly anſwered the Idea ſhe at firſt con- 
«ceived of him. San, muſt naturally. be ſuppoſed that a 
<< Perfon of ſuch Sentiments as Madame De Stabl, 
** teft this World in the ſame hopeful Manner as the | - 
* Duke Du Mine, and this I can atteſt, She died at 
** GenneviWlers, in the Night of the N of 
oy Ane, 1756. Requitſcat in Pat! 
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